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The FY 2028-2029 cycle of the Urban Enhancement Trust Fund seeks to provide funding to projects that address the needs of the diverse communities that comprise the City of Albuquerque. This two-year funding cycle will prioritize projects that positively impact residents, neighborhoods and communities by providing direct access and increased opportunities for quality cultural activities and programming by, for, and about a broad representation of our city’s population.

We welcome and encourage all arts and cultural organizations, and non-arts organizations nonprofits in partnership with an arts and cultural organization to submit projects that benefit Albuquerque’s diverse population in the areas of music, theater, dance, creative writing, visual art, performance art, installation, photography, film, teaching artists, arts education, culturally-based craft workers and culture bearers. Priority will be given to projects which enhance cultural development in, or are led by people from historically underserved communities. Organizations who have not received City Council non-recurring funds or a UETF regular cycle grant are strongly encouraged to apply.
Funding Timeline
The UETF is a two-year cycle. Funds become available for services provided under an executed contract beginning July 1, 2027 (CABQ Fiscal Year 2028) and ending June 30, 2029 (CABQ Fiscal Year 2029). 

Following notification of approved projects by Spring 2027, contracts for services will be drawn up between the organizations and the City. Projects may begin after the UETF funding is available July 1, 2027 and the contract is approved. 
UETF Funding 
Organizations may request up to $15,000 for arts and cultural projects. Please note that awarded projects may not receive the full amount requested from UETF. Awarded contracts will be no less than $5,000 and no more than $15,000. Awarded funds will include Gross Receipts Tax.

Please note that the UETF cannot be the sole source of project funding, but that in-kind and volunteer hours are acceptable forms of matching funding. 

UETF funds projects, not organization’s general operating expenses. All provisions of the “anti-donation” clause of the Constitution of the State of New Mexico apply. Funds cannot be used for capital expenditures such as purchasing a building, purchasing equipment or vehicles, etc. Funds can be used to purchase consumables such as paper, film, etc. or for other services such as rentals, promotions, advertising, or participant stipends. 
Eligibility and Required Attachments
Proposals for projects must be submitted by an arts and cultural organization, collective, or community group that is a not for profit, tax exempt 501(c)3 or in partnership with one that is based in the state of New Mexico. Proposed projects must take place within Albuquerque city limits. 

Organizations may submit up to 2 applications including: 
· 1 application for their own project/program and 1 application as a fiscal sponsor
· 2 applications as a fiscal sponsor
IRS Letter of Determination: 
All applications must include a copy of the organization’s IRS letter of determination. Applications using a fiscal agent or fiscal sponsor, must submit the fiscal agent’s IRS letter of determination along with endorsement, see below.
Fiscal Sponsor Endorsement: 
Applications using a fiscal sponsor must provide a letter of agreement acknowledging their role as the fiscal agent sponsoring the project and application, and the fiscal sponsor’s IRS letter of determination. Required fiscal sponsor endorsement documents must be uploaded.
APS Endorsement: 
Applications which involve student participation at schools during regular hours or that require off site travel during the school day must include a letter of APS support that states the activity is constructive to or supplements the school’s curriculum, that it will be welcomed at the selected or specified school(s). APS Endorsement documents may include a Letter of Support from a representative of the administration of the proposed school partner, or a statement from the teachers whose classes will be involved. Endorsement documents must be uploaded at the end of this form.
Statement of Cultural Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
To support a full creative life for all, the Urban Enhancement Trust Fund Board has adopted the following statement of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion championing policies and practices that will utilize the following definition in all processes and procedures of cultural equity that empower a just, inclusive, equitable community.

Cultural equity embodies the values, policies, and practices that ensure that all people—including but not limited to those who have been historically underrepresented based on race/ethnicity, age, disability, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, socioeconomic status, geography, citizenship status, or religion—are represented in the development of arts policy; the support of artists; the nurturing of accessible, thriving venues for expression; and the fair distribution of programmatic, financial, and informational resources.

The Urban Enhancement Trust Fund (UETF) strives to contribute to making Albuquerque a national role model among cities working toward equity and inclusion. We envision a city of people whose success, safety and health are not pre-determined by their race or ethnicity, sexual orientation, income, socioeconomics, immigration status, disability, and personal background. A city where all communities, artists, performers, writers, and cultural workers have the power, support, and monetary investment they need to share their own stories, practice their culture, and create art on their own terms.

Discrimination Prohibited.  Any entity receiving funding through the UETF shall not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, sexual preference, sexual orientation, national origin or ancestry, age, physical handicap or disability.
How Applications are Scored
All applications are rated using a 100-point score system based on the following criteria and percentages. Applications must receive a final score of at least 65 out of 100 points to be eligible for funding.

Project Description – 25 points
Organizational Commitment – 20 points
Impact on Community – 20 points
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Access – 25 points
Budget – 10 points
Total: 100 points
APPLICATION
This online application has multiple fields. The total cumulative word count for the fields numbered 1-7 are not to exceed 1,750 words, excluding organization contact information, mission statement and budget. You may decline to answer any section of this application; however, incomplete responses will affect your total score.

Legal Name of Organization

Legal Name of Fiscal Sponsor Organization, if applicable

Primary Contact Name

Primary Contact Email

Primary Contact Phone Number

Best mailing address for this organization

Name of organizational representative with legal capacity to sign agreement

Legal Representative Email

Legal Representative Phone Number

Website

1. What will you do with the money?
Please provide a short video (under 1 minute long) or a written statement (150-word max) telling us what you would do with a UETF grant. 

2. Organization Mission Statement
Mission statement does not count against total application word count. If you are a fiscally sponsored project please include both the mission statement of the project organizer and of the organization serving as your sponsor.

3. Project Description (300-word limit - 25 points)
Describe the proposed project or activities. All projects should have a favorable economic, educational, or cultural impact on the city.

4. Organization Information

A. Organizational Commitment (300-word limit – 20 points)
How is your organization uniquely suited to fulfill this project? Include information on the project’s accountability measures, evaluation process(es), or self-identified metrics for success.

B. Key Personnel (200-word limit)
Description of up to two key Artist/Professionals and two key Administrative/Fiscal/Fundraising personnel and their role in the project. 

5. Impact on the Community (300-word limit – 20 points)
Please explain how a specific population(s) will be served by the project, how the organization has worked in the population(s) the project will serve, and how any members of your organization are part of the identified population(s) served.

6. Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Access (two questions – 25 points combined)
The City of Albuquerque has identified racial equity as a priority goal to address longstanding, racially disparate economic and social outcomes. Local government dollars used for contracting, consulting and procurement should benefit broad representation of Albuquerque’s population. 

A. Values, processes, and protocols (200-word limit)
Describe how your project is committed to diverse, equitable engagement and outcomes at every level of the project. 

B. Leadership and populations served (200-word limit)
Describe: (1) the demographics of the leadership of your organization and/or project; and (2) the demographics of the proposal’s beneficiaries as specifically as possible.

7. Budget
A. Project Budget and Budget Narrative (100-word limit – 10 points)
The budget narrative should describe briefly how the UETF funds will be used for this project. Describe all other sources of cash funds and in-kind contributions for this project including city, county, state, and federal grants or contracts for services, other non-profit organizations’ contributions, earned revenues and other community support.

The scope of all budget costs should be as complete as possible. Each cost should be a separate line item. Budget items should include:
i. The requested funding from UETF
ii. Funding from other sources
iii. Detailed descriptions of in-kind contributions
iv. Possible additional expenses
B. Budget Form
Attached budget below. Document size limit is 10mb. Download form at www.cabq.gov/urban-enhancement-trust-fund/apply-for-uetf-funds 
IRS Letter of Determination: 
All applications must include a copy of the organization’s IRS letter of determination. Applications using a fiscal agent or fiscal sponsor, must submit the fiscal agent’s IRS letter of determination along with endorsement, see below.
Fiscal Sponsor Endorsement Statement
Attach file below. Document size limit is 10mb. Applications using a fiscal sponsor must provide a letter of agreement acknowledging their role as the fiscal agent sponsoring the project and application.
APS Endorsement Statement
Attach file below. Document size limit is 10mb. Applications which involve student participation at schools during regular hours or that require off site travel during the school day must include a letter of APS support that states the activity is constructive to or supplements the school’s curriculum, that it will be welcomed at the selected or specified school(s) APS Endorsement documents may include a Letter of Support from a representative of the administration of the proposed school partner, or a statement from the teachers whose classes will be involved.
Application Agreement and Value Statement
The Urban Enhancement Trust Fund (UETF) strives to contribute to making Albuquerque a national role model among cities working toward equity and inclusion. We envision a city of people whose success, safety and health are not pre-determined by their race or ethnicity, sexual orientation, income, socioeconomics, immigration status, disability, and personal background. A city where all communities, artists, performers, writers, and cultural workers have the power, support, and monetary investment they need to share their own stories, practice their culture, and create art on their own terms.

Discrimination Prohibited.  Any entity receiving funding through the UETF shall not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, sexual preference, sexual orientation, national origin or ancestry, age, physical handicap or disability.

By submitting this application, I agree that I have answered all of the questions to the best of my ability, and agree to the value statement above.



