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Message from Us

Dear Families,

Year after year, students across Albuquerque take the time to
recognize an older adult who has made a difference in their lives. In
celebration of Older Americans Month, the 44th annual “A Senior |
Know” Essay Contest received more than 1,000 submissions from
students in grades 1through 5, a testament to the intergenerational
relationships that shape our community.

A panel of retired educators and volunteers selected 30 essays

and three works of student art that represent the most compelling
submissions, each piece illustrating a unique relationship between

a young person and the older adult who has left an indelible mark
on their life. Together, these pieces show us that wisdom is passed
down not through lectures but through presence, patience, and love.

To the students whose work appears in these pages, you did
something worth celebrating: you put into words and images the
gratitude, admiration, and quiet ways another person has changed
your life. We hope the older adults you recognized feel as proud of
your work as we do.

To the older adults honored here, thank you. The time you give, the
stories you share, and the steady presence you offer to the children
in your lives are a gift to this entire community.

As you read through these essays and artwork, we hope you

are as moved as we are by how these students bring such care
and thoughtfulness to honoring the older adults in their lives.
Congratulations to all of this year’s winners, and thank you to every

Top: Timothy M. Keller, Mayor, City
of Albuquerque. Above: Anna
Sanchez, Director, the Department of
Senior Affairs.

student who participated! Your
words and artwork beautifully
capture the spirit of this contest,
now in its 44th year, continuing
to inspire generations to come
together and share the warmth
of storytelling.

Sincerely,

- 4l
g

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor and

Anna M. Sanchez, Director
Department of Senior Affairs
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Meet Our
Judges

Get to know our judges.

Ginger Grossetete
FOUNDER OF “A SENIOR | KNOW” ESSAY CONTEST

In 1981, | attended a workshop at the National Council on Aging
annual conference that included information about a project
whereby elementary students wrote compositions about
seniors they knew. | thought the idea had great potential and
decided we could turn it into a contest in our local elementary
schools. “A Senior | Know” was born.

The contest was launched in 1982 and was very well received.
Thousands of students have participated in the contest over
the years and we have received numerous comments from
teachers thanking us for providing the opportunity for their
students to participate in this wonderful community project.
The success of this project has been personally gratifying to
me and | look forward each year to reading the amazing stories
written by the winners. Let’s hope the contest continues for
generations to come.

Sue Fickel

| have been a judge for the “A Senior | Know” Essay Contest
for 28 years. | do enjoy getting the perspective of the students
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Right (top row, from left to right): The
Judges: Ginger Grossetete, Stephanie
Fallon, Anita Sterchi, Sue Fickel, Barbara
Polka-Chenoweth, Marge Peters.

Right (bottom row): John Johnson, Carol
Jenkins, Carol Johnson, Alicia Meade,
and Arnie Tice.

on what they think comprises “Senior
Citizen” as | am in that category. The
stories are interesting, enlightening and
in many cases amusing. | am a retired
teacher, counselor and administrator
from APS, and will look forward to
judging in the future.

Carol Jenkins

I have lived in Albuquerque for 64 years.
| was a teacher for 39 years total. | taught
preschool through 4th grade, but most
of my teaching was in kindergarten. |
taught kindergarten for 29 years and
loved it. My special memory is working
with children in their “Squiggle Books.”

I loved to see their creations and hear
their stories. | especially enjoyed their
“invented” spelling as they learned to
spell and write their own stories.

COURTESY OF CABQ (11)
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Carol Johnson

| was born in Albuquerque and
have lived here most of my
life. | taught elementary school
for 27 years. The majority of
the years were as a 2nd grade
teacher, but | also taught
kindergarten and 1st grade. |
loved the smiles and hugs of
the students. | enjoyed helping
them learn and accomplish new
things. Now that | am retired,
the smiles and hugs come
from my four grandchildren. |
love spending time with them
and watching them learn new
things. | am blessed to have
them in my life!

John Johnson

| have lived in Albuquerque
most of my life since 1957.

| taught for 18 years in
Albuquerque Public Schools.

| taught 5th grade which
included all subjects. A special
memory from my teaching days
was when my 1994-1995 5th
grade class organized a party
at the gym several years after
they left my school. Sixteen

of the students attended, and
they were still the same kind,
caring people | remembered. It
was like magic.

Alicia Meade

| have lived in Albuquerque for
37 years. | moved here after
college to begin my teaching
career. | taught Special
Education for 30 years. The last
several years | worked primarily
with 4th and 5th graders. |
taught at Ofate Elementary

School my whole career, and
was lucky to find a place that |
could call “home” for that long.
My own two children went to
Ofiate. | retired in 2017 and now
| am enjoying my retirement.

Marge Peters

I moved from Florida to
Albuquerque 33 years ago
and was employed by APS
for 22 years.

| taught kindergarten, third, and
fourth grades, which entailed
the full grade level curriculum. |
met Gay Blech when she taught
at Ofiate and was involved in
this contest. She knew | would
be interested in helping with it if
ever the need arose.

My most memorable year
teaching was the year | taught
a third grade in which | had two
visually impaired students and
a German only speaker.

Barbara Polka-Chenoweth

For several years, | have
partnered with Sue Fickel to
judge “A Senior | Know” essays.

| have enjoyed reading

about the people, mainly
grandparents, who have
played significant roles in
these young writers’ lives.
The awards reception has
been special for the winners,
the families, and especially
the seniors. After 30+ years, |
retired from APS with many of
those years focusing on early
literacy development. The “aha
moments” of young readers
and writers were priceless.

LEADERSHIP

Timothy M. Keller,
Mayor, City of
Albuquerque

Samantha Sengel, EdD
Chief Administrative Officer

Matthew Whelan
Chief Operations Officer

Malaquias “JR” Rael
Chief of Staff

Anna M. Sanchez
Director, Department of
Senior Affairs

Kent Vigil
Recreation Division Manager,
Department of Senior Affairs

CITY COUNCILORS

District 1: Stephanie Telles
District 2: Joaquin Baca
District 3: Klarissa Pefia
District 4: Brook Bassan
District 5: Dan Lewis

District 6: Nichole Rogers
District 7: Tammy Fiebelkorn
District 8: Dan Champine

District 9: Renée Grout

BERNALILLO COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS
District 1: Barbara Baca
District 2: Frank Baca
District 3 Adriann Barboa
District 4 Walt Benson
District 5: Eric Olivas

CABQ.GOV
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Anita Sterchi

As a volunteer and a retired adult
educator, each year | look forward
to reading essays about seniors.

For 37 years | taught various
computer courses and Business
English/Business Writing courses
in the Business Department at
TVI/CNM.

One rewarding aspect of my
career was observing students
obtain good jobs from the skills
they learned in the classroom. |
believe that recognition of seniors
is important and that’s the reason
these essays are so special.

Arnie Tice

| was part of Ofiate Elementary
School for 20 years. | started as
a volunteer when my children
attended Ofiate.

| worked on staff for nine years,
first as an educational assistant
and then a teacher. | was fortunate
to be able to teach kindergarten
and then teach a second and third
grade combination class.

Working with children, raising
children, and being around
children always creates a plethora
of memories.

| am looking forward to reading
the essays and participating as
ajudge.

Stephanie Fallon, MD

| moved to New Mexico from lowa
in 1987 to complete my residency
in psychiatry.

| was an attending physician

6

at the Albuquerque VA and on
faculty at UNM in the Dept of
Psychiatry for 30 years. | got to
teach medical students, resident
physicians, nurses, pharmacists,
social workers, psychologists,
and patients. | am now a reading

tutor through Oasis and am
enchanted reading with
second graders. What an
honor to be able to read
young students’ essays about
seniors and see the start of
the path to lifelong learning!
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|
GRADE 01

2026 vaneHA5EYA_Muhre
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | g5t ae T % orX

Teacher Ms . Luc e l(o

School: HDI Ghost Gatholic

Email:

Title:Girandma Beveply

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Haseya Myhre
TEACHER: MS. LUCERO
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Haseya Myhre
TEACHER: MS. LUCERO
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Mila Enriquez
TEACHER: MS. ARIAS/MS. CLEVELAND
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2026 name: M 1O ENPIA U

A Senior I Know Essay Contest | cue | e 7 w_orX
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Mila Enriquez (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. ARIAS/MS. CLEVELAND
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A Senior I Know Essay Contest
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Nash Wilson
TEACHER: MS. LUCERO
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A Senior I Know Essay Contest

Title: N\ R Ahé\ (7 ?uﬂ‘i‘{ G
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Name: Najh WH.SDV)
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5 Yo
School:HD‘4 é’hﬂﬁof Cathohc

Email:

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Nash Wilson (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. LUCERO
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2026 Name: 0%% Q/qu
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | e | e b v oro

Teacher M/é.& Ha(d,nﬂ \/\/\'WJ’
School: /L{J" [ Cm\? w st Meﬂu’

Email:

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Olivianna Garcia
TEACHER: MS. WIENER
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Olivianna Garcia (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. WIENER

15



A SENIOR | KNOW ESSAY CONTEST

16
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A Senior I Know Essay Contest | e /| sl ML/”O,L
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Rocco Maez
TEACHER: MS. WIENER




ALBUQUERQUE e« 2026

2026 Name: \760('09 m&u;é,
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | e | aee b m/orr
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Rocco Maez (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. WIENER
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A Senior I Know Essay Contest

2026

s
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City of Albuquerque, Department of Scﬁnior‘Afﬁgilis and Albuquerque Public S

chools

Above: Rocco Maez (Continued)

TEACHER: MS. WIENER
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2026 Name: )/Q ’QK COSH ”0
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | .. |S aee 0 mdorr
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Valak Castillo
TEACHER: MRS. SHIRLEY
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2026
A Senior I Know Essay Contest

o

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

we Y 1QK_ (ashtlo
Grade LS* Age& MVorF__
Teacher Mf‘-—] 5;5 Ml E{) iy
" S y 7
sehoot: [ Urone Freld.
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Email:

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Valak Castillo (Continued)
TEACHER: MRS. SHIRLEY
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GRADE 02
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A Senior I Know Essay Contest
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Alaiza Gonzalez
TEACHER: MS. IBANEZ
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2026 Name:tdla, ~‘; Q.g;;;uzalez
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | .. 2 aee 7 v_orX

Teacher ‘!Il&. Ibavﬂaé
School: ‘:lﬁhl}i E'Qmﬂﬂ‘ar}’

Email:

Title: M ;'/ No vor

Above: Alaiza Gonzalez (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. IBANEZ
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2026 Name: LKer Soto
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | . 2 1 B mvorr
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Timothy M. Keller, May s

\9
Sponsored by: City of Albug

que, Department of Se Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Iker Soto
TEACHER: MRS. GONZALEZ
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

e

Above: Iker Soto (Continued)
TEACHER: MRS. GONZALEZ
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2026 Name: :E] mes %IE
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | 2 axe & wXorr

Teacher A @Q%{ )].n
School: ké@l# Sb@

Email:

Title: /\/\ A WOV}%” Lul8iite G%

1~ 9}0 Ing_ "0 quki//\ waO‘U L\O\z\) /U”K.
(7} o G CA/)JDa S hy ! A0 A av ldj
"‘{"Q wrad H/\p MO //'\W \f'\ QV
f\/\;f\\'lxtwﬁ H 2 mo*TnL{/ a ]/\Pﬂ f‘w
b Rindel" g V3 Cn, He J/J/\Of d'e 0fp
(YN e H{ died afels A Yp . By didngr Fire
/,Q)u"\ oY 7 [h€ 5% //M\//’O\Cw H«’ /}0‘ /"cf

;rn I f’\ I'JQJJ/\C«TL SCM\
GouSe H . %é’m“mlfﬂr e W) ﬂ#f%
vel | e >f"f/ [}\m h Cl% YaL\GO/ o)
/L Ne CoAng ’ C)Ck dne o Y e
N dwr:¢wufga/fffer~y e, YT tred,

hg) f.».cf w~ i q fnvll/\ A TLAII‘Q
Ln KiAdehr Jhe, o‘f} /{N{/WL
OV oly T o p S te F I td o)y aloh
To ML VL]/\,/\Q;\ 6 0”(7//)/\ ,'67\ vild f/nl\\/‘f)l A/)
hoS F[ant vaMqum go Ao
{ZL A WJ”\/{J \V/Q fff% rNd Ty ] ;\/QUZ
/\171 /qlf/n U) /V}/ //}7\{/(4 I—“Aﬂ/ [O\/f}/\nL
LTI 7WNOpn 8 AT Vst ('}-(ﬂ WY o F

AL Nol A,mvﬁ Ul <o ng /v,
[o N uLfOk/\n[yH 1 «(L/IJ

“':}"
\ APS
\~.

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: James Rowe
TEACHER: MR. PAQUIN
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2026 Lo

A Senior I Know Essay Contest | cuec 2 aee & mforr_

Teacher A .@OQU\H

School: 7168

Email:

e MY Wonder Aty

[
L

\AP\
Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: James Rowe (Continued)
TEACHER: MR. PAQUIN
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Kyree Garcia
TEACHER: MS. WIENER
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Kyree Garcia (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. WIENER
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Kyree Garcia (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. WIENER
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Marcel Griego
TEACHER: MS. WIENER
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Marcel Griego (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. WIENER
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Marcel Griego (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. WIENER
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuguerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Tiana Fackelman
TEACHER: MR. PAQUIN
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A Senior I Know Essay Contest
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor
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Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Tiana Fackelman (Continued)
TEACHER: MR. PAQUIN
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor
S d by: City of Albuquerque, Dep of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Arabella Perry
TEACHER: MRS. CHANDLER
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A Senior I Know Essay Contest | cue 2 age 9 M _oex

Teacher W< Chvller

School: 5N Joclizon

d by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Arabella Perry (Continued)
TEACHER: MRS. CHANDLER
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Joseph Griego
TEACHER: MS. SARVER
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Joseph Griego (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. SARVER
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A Senior I Know Essay Contest | e Zupaee 4 m/orr
Teacher Mi<s go\/v{/’

school: /.. Ja CMV!:SW?(A
i

Email:

Title: JZ]%(/ i otlfalun, (confinmpl)
K comu Lo oun Jovar . j y dow M,(,\

Z': »

élmxmalomm

,ﬁwzmm,amw MM, e~ wteonn . Ui %;)/%/Wy/

sy
Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Joseph Griego (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. SARVER
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Joy Brundage
TEACHER: MS. NENNINGER
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Joy Brundage (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. NENNINGER
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor
Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools
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Above: Julianna Gomez-Lopez
TEACHER: MR. PAQUIN
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2026 rameJWliania Gomes-Leper
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | cue 3 e 3 w_oX
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

"
Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Julianna Gomez-Lopez (Continued)
TEACHER: MR. PAQUIN
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Above: Katie Ashbaugh
TEACHER: MS. FREEDMAN

46




ALBUQUERQUE e« 2026

Age

M_ orF__

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools
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Above: Katie Ashbaugh (Continued)
TEACHER: MS. FREEDMAN
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools
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A senior | know

A senior that | know is Jack Vermilion,but he is better known as

Mr.Vermillion. Heis the principal of my school, SY Jackson

Elementary. He is known as one of the most respected and well

known principals of Albuquerque Public Schools. Mr.Vermillion
e he has helped me be a better

means a lot to me becaus
student since my first year of elementary school and has also

encouraged me to stand up for people who are being bullied. |
first met Jack when | was little, | was only 3 when my parents first
met him at the church that me and my family went to when | was
younger. My Dad noticed him and then befriended him because
they were on the same serve team. Mr. Vermillion has won
several awards and plaques! Jack is not just a principal he's
been a mentor and face of SY. Jackson. He has also created
several pledges to stop bullying at SY.Jackson . The most
respected thing he is always doing is actually listening to
students just like he would to any other adult. He believes that
kids arent just small weak humans with no ideas. In fact he pays
attention and also uses students' ideas, and that really makes

the school a better place to learn at.

| love going to SY.Jackson because the school has the best
possible principal.

i

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Annabelle Ayers
TEACHER: MRS. MCCALLON
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Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools
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TEACHER: MRS. CERVANTES




ALBUQUERQUE e« 2026

Above: Miles Cobb (Continued)
TEACHER: MRS. CERVANTES

55



A SENIOR | KNOW ESSAY CONTEST

2026 Name: N6ejl ¢ CIO;/e{
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | cuieyy ae 9w o
Teacher M{ VI;GA‘I

School: ﬂanhzw_a&};w

Email:

Title: /4 %81/]}0 T Know

/A\ (Iae(.'al Seniad T Know WeS iwipoffon} o  oul
Ldmmlz\(\f\’(\/ hefore T Kpew himHe s iy _plapo. By bt T call li;im%-,_
"
yf’/ Sed to he o~ ‘Q.m,rc, that (2§ important o wmany /O{Qﬂ 4

}\)Pw Mexico o, Yiopy  he % tmjl_llgfam +© e

\ ”/\en ity < : D,y Court | L . _
_WRS fo Lo SLaduS cad -C(M/Mou/ he ogges 10 be  Cupuy.cool and an oraZing
G170 fdrﬁu AN aCromm’/(/ql)’ evtry Jinie T 5ee _hiuy {(«WCL if Very O#Cn)

‘E_M_Lcmys&bj%mﬂﬂd lanl‘. of ptsy_paalennys

K, I 4o WMHA#\CS eue/\/ rleu MJ:H1 ovr

Mg‘ MMML@MMLW&M
—me__omd my brothtrs up Prowr Schoolond  beings v snecks and
trecis bedore  gymmstics\With o bm = wedd whb Le oble yo do

Hhe _Spert dhal T Jove.

\)’nen sy pepe wag L&}l__%l)_h_hL_u&__my_’g@j_L,_&‘

%&M&M@M&Mﬂfm o) Ji7
Egmm,gm{ thar 0 Kirklond  zictorce in Abugve(wgkk and by Fufull{

_and Hree brothes pmoied M pmes in e &k 13 Yeall of his Jige!

: a_colone we CriStpntly Pioving

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools

Above: Noelle Cloyes
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Name: Xiomara Huerta
Grade: 4th

Gender: Female

Teacher: Cleland

School: Cochiti Elementary
Title: A Senior I Know

A senior | know is my nana. She was born in Rehoboth, NM in 1948. A fun fact about my
nana is that her birthday is in May and she will be 78 years old in May. She is 77 years old. Her
name is Eleanor; her name was from her godmother because her name was Eleanor.

My nana's job is a homeworker her whole life. My Nana's grandma had eight brothers
and no sisters, and she always wanted a sister. My nana said that school was good for her, her
mother was involved and she graduated high school. Otherwise school was great. My Nana
said her favorite subjects were lunch, sports, and math.

Her cultures from her mom and dad are her mom is native american which was Laguna
and her dad was native and that was Isleta. Her favorite trip was to live in Albuquerque because
they lived in Gallup, NM.

My nana did get married and had one son, and two daughters. She has one grandchild,
and 14 great-grandchildren. Her husband died in 2023 because of cancer. My Nana's favorite
childhood memory was to have one big beautiful family. My nana's accomplishment is having a
big beautiful family.

Three words to subscribe to my nana are happy, funny, and loving. Her favorite memory
with me was when | lived with her. If she wanted to change the world into a better place, she
would have everybody become more peaceful with each other because people are a little bit
rough with each other. My nana misses her childhood growing up with her friends because
some of them have passed away. She is always a strong person even though she is going
through some bad things. | have the best nana ever. That is my senior | know.

Above: Xiomara Huerta
TEACHER: MS. CLELAND
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Title: My Grandma

My Grandma is really nice. My Grandma’s name is Crystal and she is 71 years old. She
was born on May 10, 1960 in Vietnam. Now she lives here in Albuquerque, New Mexico. My
grandma loves to travel. She travels 10 times a year and her favorite place that she traveled to is
Mexico. She says it is really nice and a beautiful country and that we should go there.

When my Grandma was little she survived the Vietnam war with her mom and dad. The
sad thing is she almost died 2 times. When she is with us she loves to make lots of Asian food.
She helps with our plants when they are dying and brings them back to life. She owns four hair
and nails salons. She is very loving to me and my siblings. She is kind and fun because she
teaches me how to cook the food and then that day I learned something new.

My grandma would help us out when we were struggling so when my mom was out on
work my grandma checked on us. Once we got a house it was hard. I had to share stuff and we
were always busy. So my grandma helped us with the water bill and the other bills in the house.
Once my mom got a better job we were not really struggling that much but she still helped us
out. My grandma is loving, nice, helpful kind, and fun. She helps with everything in are life.

Above: Alyssa Kitchen
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My Oamah

A senior ] know is my grandma, We call her Damah, because when my older cousin was little she couldn't
say Grandma 5o she called her Damah and it stuck. Damah is important to me because she is funny and a
little crazy. Every summer we go down to Elephant Butte Lake. They have a house there. Two years ago
we found a super good restaurant and it's on the lake. It's a burger joint.

Something me and my Damah like to do is go to the rail yard Market. We like it because it has cool little
shops and good foed too. We've been going there for about § years now.Another special thing we've
been doing all my life is going to the park by her house. In the summer we like to pick blackberries and
raspberries from her garden and go swimming in her pool. She has the best pool because it has a diving
board.

For the last 2 years she's been taking me to school on Mondays and Wednesdays. Also once a month she
takes me to Starbucks before school.Something special she's been getting me my whole life is Tic Tacs.
She likes to spoil my brother , my cousins and me. That's not why ] love her, ] love her because she is my
family. One of the funniest memories ] have at the lake is there was a bat in the boat once and we were
all freaking out. The way we got the bat out was my Grandpa shooted out and my Damah was screaming
the whole time.

1 am very happy that my Damah is a very important person in my life. | hope we can have many more
fun and funny adventures in the future,

Above: Benjamin Novak
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: MRS. MCCALLON
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Senior ] Know

This essay is about a senior ] know who is my great-aunt. Her
name is Celestine, but we call her Mami. That means grandma in
trench.She is actually my mom’s aunt. She just turned 58 on
January 29th, and she lives in Forthworth, Texas. She has Y kids.
Her first one is a girl and she will graduate from medical school
in May. Her second child is a lawyer and she lives in Forthworth
with her husband. Her last kids are twins (boy and girl): the girl
is an engineer in architecture and the boy is working on getting
his master in bio-medical. My family and 1 go to my great-aunt’s
house to visit almost every year for Christmas, When there, she
makes our favorite meals. She also makes sure that we are
comfortable and that everything is fine. Sometimes my sisters
and ] help her make food for the family. We would also go out
and do fun activities together. She always helped my family by
taking care of us and other cousins, She has been to my house
multiple times as well. My great-aunt is special to me because
she was there when my little sister was born and gave my mom
the support she needed. She still does, though! So, that is why J
love her 50 much and she is so important to me.

Above: Tracy Tibi
TEACHER: MRS. MCCALLON
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STUDENT

Valak Castillo

Mila Enriquez

Olivianna Garcia

Rocco Maez

Haseya Myhre
Nash Wilson

Tiana Fackelman

Kyree Garcia

Alaiza Gonzalez

Marcel Griego

James Rowe

lker Soto

Katie Ashbaugh
Joy Brundage
Julianna Gomez-Lopez

Joseph Griego

Nathan Osias

Arabella Pery

Annabelle Ayers

Noelle Cloyes

A Senior | Know Winner List
GRADE 1

SCHOOL

Eugene Field Elementary School

Albuquerque Collegiate
Charter School

Nuestra Sefora la
Conquistadora Academy

Nuestra Sefiora la
Conquistadora Academy

Holy Ghost Catholic School
Holy Ghost Catholic School

GRADE 2

Holy Ghost Catholic School

Nuestra Sefiora la
Conquistadora Academy

Cochiti Elementary

Nuestra Sefora la
Conquistadora Academy

Holy Ghost Catholic School

Cochiti Elementary

GRADE 3

Manzano Day School
Manzano Day School

Holy Ghost Catholic School

Nuestra Sefiora la
Conquistadora Academy

Holy Ghost Catholic School
S. Y. Jackson Elementary

GRADE 4

S. Y. Jackson Elementary

Manzano Day School

TEACHER

Mrs. Shirley

Ms. Arias
Ms.Cleveland

Ms. Wiener

Ms. Wiener

Ms. Lucero

Ms. Lucero

Mr. Paquin

Ms. Wiener

Ms. Ibafez

Ms. Wiener

Mr. Paquin

Mrs. Gonzalez

Ms. Freedman
Ms. Nenninger
Mr. Paquin

Ms. Sarver

Mr. Paquin
Mrs. Chandler

Mrs. McCallon
Ms. Vigil

PAGE

19-20
10-11

14-15

16-18

8-9
12-13

33-34

27-29

21-22

30-32

25-26
23-24

46-47
40-41
44-45

37-39

48-49

35-36

52
56-58
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A Senior | Know Winner List

GRADE 4 (Continued)

STUDENT SCHOOL TEACHER PAGE
Miles Cobb Manzano Day School Mrs. Cervantes 54-55
Xiomara Huerta Cochiti Elementary Ms. Cleland 59
Jaxon Martinez Shepherd Lutheran School Ms. Brock 53
Max Martinez Manzano Day School Ms. Vigil 60-61
GRADE 5
Laing Diesel Shepherd Lutheran School Ms. Brock 67
Tatiana Griego Nuestra Sefiora la Mrs. Meccia 68-69
Conquistadora Academy
Alyssa Kitchen Holy Ghost Catholic School Mr. Chacon 62
Diego Linares Manzano Day School Ms. Madden 64-65
Benjamin Novak S.Y. Jackson Elementary Mrs. McCallon 63
Tracy Tibi S.Y. Jackson Elementary Mrs. McCallon 72
Winners
FRONT AND BACK COVERS
STUDENT SCHOOL TEACHER PAGE

Nellie Silentwalker Dennis Chavez Elementary School Mr. Zimpleman  Cover, 71

Aveah Mayorga Edmund G. Ross Elementary School Mrs. Magali Back, 50

Willow Velasquez Edmund G. Ross Elementary School Mrs. Vanderlip 51
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Our Sponsors

Here’s to our partners, who made this
contest possible.
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Back Cover: Aveah Mayorga
TEACHER: MRS. MAGALI | 38> GRADE

Front Cover: Nellie Silentwalker
TEACHER: MR. ZIMPLEMAN | 5™ GRADE

CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE

2026 A Senior | Know Essay Contest Winners
Department of Senior Affairs

Kent Vigil
P: 505-768-3862
E: kvigil@cabqg.gov

Citizen Contact Center: 311 APRIL 2026
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