
Greetings!  We hope this newsletter finds you in good health as the season changes to cooler days.  
The leaves began to change color and fall from the trees.   The days get shorter as autumn arrives and the 
hot air balloons in the sky remind us that our state truly has the best skies anywhere in the world.  

As the program moves through staffing changes business continues as usual.  We have exciting news this
month.  We welcome Vaisu Bronk, Community Volunteer Engagement Manager to the Department of Senior
Affairs to take Cristina Romero-Baca’s previously held position.  Ms. Bronk, has served on the City of
Albuquerque Volunteer Advisory Board for the past six years and has chaired the Mayor’s Day of Volunteer
Recognition. Her background includes experience in community engagement, strategic partnerships, public
relations, event management, grant management, legislative relations and delivering professional
development training. She is knowledgeable of the Foster Grandparent Program where she worked as the
Volunteerism Manager for our community partner at Albuquerque Public Schools. Vaisu is looking forward
to working with you all as she steps into her new role!

We would like to congratulate Nikki Peone on her promotion to Deputy Director of the Department of Senior
Affairs.  Ms. Peone previously oversaw the Volunteerism Department as Associate Director the last three
years.  We would also like to welcome Denise Parras, Associate Director.  She has served in leadership roles in
City and State government, including Deputy Director of Marketing and Public Affairs in the Mayor’s Office
and in executive public relations/public information roles with the State of New Mexico.  

Another important update, we have also had recent turnover of FGP staff.  We are currently hiring to fill the
FGP Supervisor and the FGP Volunteer Coordinator as soon as possible.    Understanding that change can be
challenging, we believe that the best is yet to come for the FGP Program.  We thank each and every volunteer
for your patience and service as we navigate through these changes.  Please feel free to contact our office with
any questions or concerns and ask to speak with Estelle Chavez, Office Assistant or Nikki Peone, Deputy
Director.  We are here to support you. 

Our next scheduled mandatory FGP In-Service Training is Friday, October 16, 2026 at 10:00am -1:30pm.  
Please call the FGP office no later than October 13, 2026  to confirm attendance and reserve a lunch meal. The
lunch meal menu is listed on the last page of this newsletter.   
  
We have station closures in October, please refer to the next page for updates.  The month of October has
three pay period due dates; October 1, October 15 and October 29.  Stipend reimbursements for hours served
will be paid biweekly and reimbursements for meals and mileage/travel will be paid on the third pay period  
on October 30.  We hope you have a wonderful month and we hope you keep warm as the weather
temperature drops.  

-Sincerely,  The Foster Grandparents Program 

Message from Foster Grandparents Program

Foster Grandparent Staff

DSA Administration

Vaisu Bronk
Community Volunteer
Engagement Manager

Vacant
Volunteer Coordinator

Foster Grandparent ProgramFoster Grandparent Program  
NewsletterNewsletter

Foster Grandparent Program 
Newsletter

Anna Sanchez
Director

Marina Salazar
Deputy Director

Nikki Peone
Deputy Director

Vacant
FGP Supervisor

Estelle Chavez
Office Assistant

FGP Office
714 Seventh Street Sw

Albuquerque, NM 87102
505-764-6404

Email: fgp@cabq.gov

October 2026October 2026October 2026

I am an AmeriCorps Senior Volunteer serving withI am an AmeriCorps Senior Volunteer serving with  
the City of Albuquerque to help students succeed in school.the City of Albuquerque to help students succeed in school.

I am an AmeriCorps Senior Volunteer serving with 
the City of Albuquerque to help students succeed in school.

Denise Parras
Associate Director
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Volunteer Badge Policy
It is standard operating procedure of the Department of Senior Affairs that all

volunteers shall wear a DSA-approved identification badge while on City of
Albuquerque Property. ID badges must be worn on the outermost layer of clothing

above the waist at all times while volunteering.

New Station Spotlight:New Station Spotlight:    
Susie Rayos MarmonSusie Rayos Marmon

ElementaryElementary
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Save the Date ~ ADD to your CalendarSave the Date ~ ADD to your Calendar  Save the Date ~ ADD to your Calendar 

Susie Rayos Marmon Elementary is a new station named after Susie Rayos Marmon, a
renowned Laguna Pueblo Educator who shared traditional stories and taught for decades.

Thank you Carl Roybal for serving as a Foster Grandparent at Susie Rayos Marmon Elementary.    

Carl Roybal began serving in September, 2018

Located at:  1800 72  Street NW,
Albuquerque, NM  87120

nd



August Month in ReviewAugust Month in ReviewAugust Month in Review

Oriz Taylor
October 4th David Cavalier

October 16th

Thank you for attending the RSVP Annual
Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast. 



DSA Membership Card

Please have your senior
center membership card

ready anytime you come into
a city facility.  Per center

policy, you are required to
scan the card each time you
come into the facility.  This

will include when coming to
Barelas Senior Center for a

meeting, In-Service, Etc.
Please stop at the front desk

& scan in before coming back
to the training  room or

offices.  

Mandatory 
FGP In-Service Training at

Barelas Senior Center,
October 16, 2026

10:00 am - 1:30 pm
Topic:  How Technology Can Help You

Please call the office at 764-6404 to
confirm attendance & reserve lunch by

October 13, 2026.
Transportation provided to volunteers on

transportation roster. 

Mummy Pretzel Rods

Ingredients:  
12 count pretzel rods
1 cup white candy melts
24 count edible candy eyes

Directions:  
1.  Dip each pretzel rod halfway into melted

candy melts.
2.  Drizzle more white coating across the pretzel

to look like mummy wraps.
3.  Add two edible candy eyes.
4.  Let set before serving or packaging. 

More Halloween recipes can be found at: https://sarahscoop.com/easy-
halloween-treats-with-5-ingredients-or-less/



FGP Month in Review for September

Thank you to Rupe Tafoya, Shelagh Pike, Arturo Pucella, Elva Louissena, 
(not in attendance  Rosemary Chavez, and Tila Martinez) for attending the AmeriCorps Nationwide Celebration alongside, with

AmeriCorps Senior Programs, RSVP and SCP.  Volunteers were recognized nationally by AmeriCorps Seniors for their long time
service with the FGP program.  Thank you for your dedication and commitment to service.    

Thank you to our presenter, Brandon Barney from Explora for teaching the
volunteers about Animal Adaptations during September’s In-Service

Training.  The volunteers in the photos participated in hands on training
where they learned how to adapt as a primate animal, using four f ingers
instead of the f ive f ingers that humans have.  The volunteers enjoyed the

activities and enjoyed the community with their peers. 



FGP/SCP Advisory Council

Community-minded individuals are needed to serve as Council Members for both the Foster Grandparents Program
and the Senior Companion Program.  The Foster Grandparent Program has been assisting children in elementary

school and the Senior Companion Program provides companionship to seniors in the City of Albuquerque for over
40 years.  The purpose of the FGP/SCP Advisory Council is to serve in an advisory capacity to the program staff in
matters affecting planning and formulation of program policy. Council members assist in promoting community
support for the program, evaluating the effectiveness of the program, and may serve as a grievance body. Council

Members also help in developing local resources through fundraising. 
For more information, call 505 764-6404 or email fgp@cabq.gov. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Save the Date for FGP Annual Thankful Recognition Luncheon 
Thankful recognition is a time to be thankful for all FGP volunteers and our veteran volunteers 

who serve as Foster Grandparents! 
November 6, 2026 at Barelas Community Center

11:00 am - 1:30 pm
Please RSVP by October 23, 2026, 505-764-6404

Formal Invitation to follow

To participate in the free services offered for flu vaccines,
screenings and education, please arrive early at Barelas

Senior Center lobby prior to  In-Service Training.



This material is based upon work supported by AmeriCorps. Opinions or points of view expressed in this document are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the official position of, or a position that is endorsed by, AmeriCorps.  Thew views in the

publication are not an endorsement by AmeriCorps. Produced and published at taxpayer expense.
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