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MESSAGE FROM MAYOR KELLER
AND DIRECTOR SANCHEZ

Dear Albuquerque Residents,

For 39 years, the City of Albuquerque has joined Albuquerque Public
Schools and the A Senior | Know committee in asking school-aged
children in grades 1-5 to spend time learning about an important senior
in their lives and then telling their story.

The A Senior | Know Essay Contest is an intergenerational activity that
helps youth recognize the value of the older adults in their lives and
showcase the importance of these relationships. During the pandemic, it
became a great way to keep up a connection across generations, while
helping develop writing skills.

We applaud the young writers who submitted more than 900 essays,
TIMOTHY M. KELLER during a pandemic no less! The collection showcased here are the best
MAYOR, CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE of the best in each grade category as selected by our esteemed judges.
The stories are at turns funny, moving, poignant, and profound. They
stand as testaments to important relationships that have impacted each
student in a unique way.

Congratulations to these winners and thank you to the seniors in our
community who take the time to pass down wisdom and support our
City’s youth.

Sincerely,

MJJ/L_ B &.MA?/

TIMOTHY M. KELLER,

MAYOR, The City of ANNA M. SANCHEZ, DIRECTOR,

Albuquerque The City Of Albuquerque Department Of
Senior Affairs

ANNA M. SANCHEZ

DIRECTOR

cccccccocrrrCr O MAMMOMNMATNTYTY YYD TYITITDNITYIYITY Y)Y )




A SENIOR | KOW ESSAY CONTEST

ESSAY CONTEST
JUDGES

Ginger Grossetete

In 1981, | attended a workshop
at the National Council on Aging
annual conference that included
information about a project
whereby elementary students
wrote compositions about
seniors they knew.

| thought the idea had great potential and decided
we could turn it into a contest in our local elementary
schools. “A Senior | Know” was born.

The contest was launched in 1982 and was very well
received. Thousands of students have participated
in the contest over the years and we have received
numerous comments from teachers thanking us

for providing the opportunity for their students to
participate in this wonderful community project.

The success of this project has been personally
gratifying to me and | look forward each year to
reading the amazing stories written by the winners.

Let’s hope the contest continues for another 36 years. |

Ginger Grossetete, Founder of “A Senior | Know”
Essay Contest.

Barbara Crawford
It is a real pleasure for me tobe a

My 30 years of experience as a
teacher in elementary education is
rekindled when | open up each of
the contestant’s stories.

I can tell how much they love this person and that
they are written from the heart. They prove to be an
inspiration to me.

4

judge for the Senior Essay Contest.

“I can tell how much they love this person and
that they are written from the heart.”

—Barbara Crawford,
2021 "A Senior | Know™ Judge

Judy Koskovich

| taught 1st Graders in APS for

33 years. Each year was delightfull
Reading and creative writing were
my favorite “delights!”

Watching those children realize

they could read and write... PRICELESS!

Being able to continue seeing this “magical
happening,” by judging these “Senior Essays” for over
16 years, is a great joy for me!

Suzanne Slankard

My name is Suzanne Slankard.
| have lived in Albuquerque,
NM for over 40 years.

| worked as a teacher,
administrator, educational
consultant, and clinical supervisor at UNM in special
education for a total of 39 years.

| worked at the elementary and middle school grade
levels teaching both regular and special education.

| was certified as a reading specialist in New Mexico.

| taught Title 1 reading as well as special education
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students who were gifted and who had learning disabilities.
My friend, Ginger Grossetete, invited me to be a judge.

My favorite memory is taking group of students from Cochiti
Elementary School to compete in Future Problem Solving at
the University of Wisconsin in Madison, Wisconsin.

Marge Peters

I moved from Florida to Albuquerque 33
years ago and was employed by APS for 22
years. | taught kindergarten, third, and fourth
grades, which entailed the full grade level
curriculum.

I met Gay Blech when she taught at Ofiate and was involved
in this contest.

She knew | would be interested in helping with it if ever the
need arose.

My most memorable year teaching was the year | taught a
third grade in which | had two visually impaired students and
a German only speaker.

Elizabeth Wertheim

I first came to New Mexico in 1954 to
attend UNM and, except for a few years
that my husband'’s job took us elsewhere,
have lived in my joyfully adopted state
since.

W

Though not a teacher, as many of the other judges have
been, | was an English literature major and am an avid
reader.

Because of this, | have an interest in how creative writing
skills are being nurtured in our school children.

It was a pleasure to be a judge for this fine project.

Leadership

Timothy M. Keller,

Mayor, City of Albuquerque

Sarita Nair

L urroT weae

Chief Administrative Officer

Lawrence Rael

Chief Operations Officer

Anna M. Sanchez

Director, Department of Senior Affairs

Nikki Peone

Recreation Division Manager,
Department of Senior Affairs

City Councilors

District 1: Lan Sena

District 2: Isaac
Benton

District 3: Klarissa
Pefia
District 4: Brook
Bassan

District 5: Cynthia
Borrego

District 6: Pat Davis

District 7: Diane G.
Gibson

District 8: Trudy
Jones

District 9: Don
Harris

Bernalillo County Commissioners

District 1: Debbie
O’'Malley
District 2: Steven

Michael Quezada
Vice Chair

District 3 Adriann
Barboa

District 4 Walt
Benson
District 5:

Charlene Pyskoty
Chair

. ALBUQUERQUE
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Sue Fickle

| have been a judge for the “A
Senior | Know” Essay Contest for
20 years.

| do enjoy getting the perspective
of the students on what they think
comprises “Senior Citizen” as | am in that category.

The stories are interesting, enlightening and in many
cases amusing. | am a retired teacher, counselor
and administrator from APS, and will look forward to
judging in the future.

Kathleen Church

Volunteering as a docent after

my retirement from high school
administration, | discovered what
joy elementary school children are.

Now, as a senior myself, it is a
pleasure to share for a moment the descriptions
written by the children about their special
grandparent or other admired older person.

| came to Albuquerque as a college student, and we
have raised our children and retired here.

This project is both fun and rewarding to be involved
in now.

Barbara Polka-Chenoweth
| am a rookie at judging this
composition contest. Sue Fickel, a
dear friend from church, asked me
to partner with her this year.

Prior to moving to Albuquerque, |
was a substitute teacher and taught 5th and 6th grade

6

in Michigan, where | was raised. | also taught 2nd
grade in Houston. In 1983, | was hired as a Cognitive
Language Development teacher working with
kindergarteners and 1st graders in Albuquerque. Later,
this program became Early Childhood Literacy.

Eventually, | worked with 1st graders as a Reading
Recovery teacher.

Before retiring after teaching for 36 Y2 years, |
worked with K-5 students in my role as a reading
interventionist.

Carl Sagan said, "One of the greatest gifts adults can

| give—to their offspring and to their society—is to read

to children."

It touches my heart to see my 15-month-old grandson
looking at his board books concentrating on the
pictures as he turns each page. He loves his books
and having them read to him.

Linda Cummings-Orloski

| taught elementary school for
31years. | began judging the “A
Senior | Know” essay about eight
years ago.

Some writings are funny, some
sad, but all are from the heart. | feel privileged to be
part of this worthwhile project.

“Some writings are funny, some sad, but all
are from the heart.”

—Linda Cummings-Orloski,
2021 A Senior | Know" Judge
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Carole Christensen

| grew up in New
Mexico and graduated
from UNM in 1960 with
a BS in Elementary
Education. So | have
lived in Albuquerque
for 60 years. | taught 6th grade at Aztec
Elementary School for 3 years.

At that time 6th graders were still a part of
the elementary school system. As a result, |
taught all the subjects. | volunteered at my
children’s schools as a classroom helper
and a library assistant.

| have always enjoyed working with
children. Watching them grow and develop
is very rewarding.

Marilyn Ortman

| taught elementary
school in APS for 22
years.

About 10 years into my
teaching, one of my
students won the contest and | remember |
was so proud of her. Unfortunately, Marilyn
has retired from the project effective this
year, but the Department of Senior Affairs
and Ginger Grossetete would like to thank
Marilyn for her dedication since 2002 as a
judge for this contest.

“When | retired, | jumped at the chance
to be a judge for the contest and | have
enjoyed doing the judging ever since.”

—Marilyn Ortman

IN MEMORIAM

Merilyn Humphries-Fish
February 9, 1935-January 31, 2021

Merilyn served as A Senior | Know judge for 23 years. Merilyn
earned a bachelors degree in art education from Wright State
University in Dayton OH and later attended The University of
New Mexico where she earned her masters degree in special
education.

A Senior | Know founder and friend of Merilyn, Ginger
Gossetete stated “She was always enthusiastic and looked
forward to participating these many years”.

Thank you Merilyn for your many years of dedication to this
wonderful program.

“I've been pleased to serve as a judge in the Senior Essay
Contest, evaluating the essays about seniors written by
young students. Their loving and compelling words were a
joy for me to read.”

—Merilyn Fish
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Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools
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Tinothy M. Keller, Mayor Raquel Reedy, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools
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A Senior I Know Essay Contest
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2021 Name: _Heidi Rivera
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | -! 47— M_ofx

Teacher _Ms. Anne Watkins

School: Montessori One Elementary
Academy

Title: My grandma

I call my grandma Nani. She cooks all the time for me and my family. My favorite meals that my
grandma cooks are stake veggies and mashed potato. My grandma is 62 years old. My grandma used to
be a reservation agent with an airline. She is from Argentina. She teaches me how to speak Spanish. I
know how to say hi bye water and a lot more. My grandma’s name is lily. She has a dog named Chikie.
Chickie is all so from Argentina. Chickie is so cute. My grandma and grandpa are moving to Florida. So
I 'am going to be super sad. But they are going to visit a lot. I am so happy that they are going to visit. I
love going to their condo. but I can not wait to swim in the sea. my grandma’ s family lives in new
jersey. my grandma was12 years old moved to the U.S.A. She is so nice. She helps clean the hose a lot.
at my grandma’s place in Florida me and my brother are going to have bunkbeds. I am excited to sleep
in a bunkbed.

1 love my grandma my grandma loves me.

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent
Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuguerque Public Schools
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Supcrintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Alby
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A Senior I Know Essay Contest
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Timothy M. Kcllc% Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: Cly of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools
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Timothy M. Keller. Mayor Raquel Reedy, Snlendem
Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Departiment of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools
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2021
A Senior I Know Essay Contest
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A Senior I Know Essay Contest | .. A M O,F[
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent
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Name: Tycho Baca
Grade: 2 AgeZ My F_
Teacher: Helen Baca
School: Homeschool

2021
A Senior | Know Essay Contest

Title: The Magic Pepper

Every time | sleep at 9166 | dream that the number 1 turns into a
chile pepper. That's because | am sleeping at my Hami’s house. She is
from Korea which is all the way across the world. Hami means Grandma in
Korean. Hami has a green thumb and she can grow chile peppers so well
it must be magic.

Hami likes K-pop even though she is a senior citizen. K-pop started
in Korea and | play it for her on Youtube. When | am at 9166 on
Wednesday we do art. Back in Korea Hami was in art school. Every day
we draw something different using watercolors.

My Hami moved to New Mexico to help take care of me. | am starting
to learn Korean thanks to her. | don't like the peppers that my Hami grows
but | love my Hami.
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2021 Name: ZOI¢ ,"'L’Cklnan
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | gue 2 age € M _orrX

Teacher M(S . ﬂM S
sevoot Sania_Pase Elem

Q
O
O
O
Title: __The Most Beautiful Grandmother in the World_ »
O
_The senior | know is Bertha Hickman and she is the most beautiful O
Great Grandmother in the world. You’ve got to meet her because she is O
awesome! | admire her because she is very nice and her food is good. The 8
hard thing she had to overcome was the loss of her son. The things she likes )
to do for fun is going fishing, games, and collecting figurines and rocks. .
I wish you could meet her because she is awesome. She is awesome (_-3
because every time we go to her house, she lets me play on her computer )
and cooks me food. She lets me watch on her tv and lets me play outside. O
She also lets me lay in her bed when I'm tired of playing outside. ®)
I love going to her house because she is nice and her food is good. | O
like her macaroni and cheese and her biscuits. | also admire her because she O
allows me to come over to her house. The last time we went to her house O
we had a party. I'm ready to go back to her house. O
O

The sad thing is she had to go through losing her son. | hope she’s ’
feeling better about the loss. | hope that she does not have to go through it '
again. | wist | could meet him. o
She likes to play games on her computer and go fishing when the O
weather is warm. In her storage shed there are a lot of fishing rods. She also Pt
O
E O
Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent P
Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior A ffairs and Albuquerque Public Schools : ‘
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2021 Name:ZQ[Z ﬂ’k_itlufl
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | .. 2 4, 8 M_oEX

Teacher . 7’!
School:

likes to collect rocks. When she goes fishing, she collects seashells. She has a
lot of figurines in her house that she collected.

The first thing that I love about my favorite senior citizen is the figurines
in her house. The second thing that | love about my favorite senior citizen is
how she always cooks for me when | ask. The third thing that | love about my
favorite senior citizen is that she lets me lay in her bed.

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder. Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools
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202 1 Name Luke Boyd _
A Senior I Know Essay Contest |3 aeg @ ur

Teacher jona Sullins
School

"™ Georgia O'Keeffe

Title: My Neighbor

The senior | am writing about is my neighbor John Kailey. | know
John by walking his dog. John is tall, has blue eyes, white hair and a
nice smile. He is funny and often has a joke or a riddle for me. He
used to ride his bike a lot and would alway ask my dad to fix it. When
| was seven, John challenged me to swim across our neighborhood
pool underwater. It took me all summer, but when | did he gave me a
big mint chocolate ice cream. When John hurt his back, [ told him |
could walk his little dog, Jo Jo, and take out his trash. It is important
to help neighbors. John has a hard time walking now and | know that
it hard. | like John because he always says kind words to me and my
brother and really everyone else. John is a good neighbor.

G
.. I&:!;.' i
Timothy M. Kellet Mavor Raquel Reedy, Supenntenden:

Spaasored bv: ity of Albuquerqus, Depant:ien: of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque b Sehools
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2021 vame Mia Noelder )
A Senior [ Know Essay Contest | c.ic3g 9~ g J
Tescnee Jena Sullins O
~heok Georgia O'Keeffe 8
) Uncle Sean’s Story (i)
Title: O
. . . : O
| am choosing to write about my uncle and his name is Shaun. | o
chose to write about him because he is a very important person in my o
life. He is very sweet, kind and loving. He is also giving. He is (')
paralayzed from chin toe. He is in a wheelchair and he cannot move. O
But he does not let that ruin his life which makes me so happy. He o
says that you can’t go back in life so he learned a lesson. I'm so happy O
because he has a positive attitude and is positive and kind to others. ®
My uncle always wants to play a chess game with my brother. 8
They alway play board games and | move the pieces for him. My uncle 0O
is always trying to help me solve my problems. O
One thing that inspires me is my uncle says that you need to be 8
aware in life, that is the one thing that caused his accident. It inspires o
me that he does not get angry and take it out on others. He says you O
could be walking and fall into a big hole so you need to be aware. O
My uncle needs help getting up in the morning and he has a O
caregiver that helps him take showers. My uncle is so special, | love ()
him so much. He is the best uncle in the whole universe. E)
) O
Timuthy M. Keller Mowr Ruaguel Reedy, Supenntendent ()
Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Depantent of Seaior Affairs and Albuquerque Pubisc Sehonls ()
O
38 O

#



2021 WINNERS
i s

AFy

Y

Ho”,
o

B

:\"?
524

L wdudduuvauuvwu e libwd W d w v D dWw I DD DI DI I DI DI




A SENIOR | KhOW ESSAY CONTEST

2021 Name: Liam P. Ringenoldus
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | guic 3 age 9 MxorF_

Teacher Mrs.Rodgers
School: Sandia Base Elementary

Title: The Best Qua’ah

I admire my Qua’ah so much because he loves me, 1 love him, and he fought for our country. Tommy

Canyon is my Qua’ah. Qua’ah is Hopi for Grandpa. My Qua’ah is a fun, creative, and exciting guy. Some
hard things he had to overcome was that he had to learn English in school and when he was in the
military he had to be gone a lot. He likes to be outside and do a lot of hunting.

Tommy Canyon is my Qua’ah and he is Hopi. The word Qua’ah is how to say Grandpa in Hopi. My
Qua’ah is my mom’s father. He was born in Arizona. My Qua’ah lives on the Hopi Reservation. Tommy

Canyon speaks both Hopi and English. My Qua’ah goes to a lot of Hopi ceremonies. Another thing that |
think is cool is that I can experience a lot of my Hopi side all because of my mom and my Qua’ah.

My Qua’ah is cool and he has an exciting imagination. Before my Qua’ah goes hunting he needs to

know how he is going to find the elk, deer, or whatever he is hunting. Then he needs to imagine how he

is going to cook the meat. Some of the people that my Qua’ah met at work became his hunting friends. I
think that it is cool that my Qua’ah get to meet a lot of people at the store that he works at.

My Qua’ah had to overcome a lot of hard things in his life. My Qua’ah had to learn English in school

because he only spoke Hopi. When he was in the military he had to be gone a long time for his job. My
Qua’ah was not able to be there when my mom was born because he was working in the military. Recently

my Qua’ah had to stay away from my So’oh, my Grandma, because she had COVID-19.

In his free time my Qua’ah likes to be outside. My Qua’ah likes to go hunting during hunting season.
My Qua’ah like to just sit outside and be in nature. His favorite thing to do is watch the hummingbirds.

Tommy likes to take care of his garden and his field. He grows com, squash, watermelon, beans and

tomatoes.

What I love about my Qua’ah is that he loves me. When [ was a little boy my Qua’ah would sing Hopi
songs to me so [ would fall asleep. Most of all my Qua’ah always makes time for me. That is why 1

oM
AP

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools
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2021 Name: Liam P. Ringenoldus
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | i 34 age 9 mXorr

Teacher Mrs. Rodgers
School: Sandia Base Elementary

Title: The Best Qua’ah

chose my Qua’ah for my *“Senior I Know”.

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public School
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Timothy M. Kcller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent
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202 1 Name: Tahi Toya
A Senior I Know Essay Contest |cnse sn  age 10 M X orF
Teacher Angela Stoltenberg
School: Sandia Base ES )

Title: Grandma Gina, My Special Senior

A senior I know is my grandma, Regina Jaramillo, and her nickname is Gina.
Grandma Gina is seventy-three years old and lives in Isleta Pueblo. She has two 8
children, John and Tricia, and seven grandchildren, Fox, Leighann, Mikayla, Juanita,
Taylor, Lane and myself. My grandma’s favorite foods are posole and oven bread, but
she also enjoys Almond Joy and Juicy Fruit as her sweet treats. In my grandma’s free
time, she likes to relax and play Word Jam on her phone.

Grandma Gina is retired from Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute (SIPT),
Bureau of Indian Affairs. There, she worked as a Library Technician for almost 20 years
and often worked late hours to keep the library open for students that lived on campus.
My grandma also worked at Albuquerque Area Office and Five Sandoval Indian Pueblos,
Inc., as a coder in finance, where she entered invoices into a computer. When asked who
my grandma’s favorite grandchild is, she said Tahi! Grandma and I like to watch movies,
eat, and relax.

Grandma Gina's most memorable moment in history was when John F. Kennedy
was assassinated on November 22, 1963. My grandma was in high school at the time and
heard the sad news when she was in P.E. class. Grandma’s personal memorable event
happened on July 16, 1970, when she married my Grandpa Johnny, who was from Jemez
Pueblo. Grandma Gina’s proudest moment was October 1, 2010, when I was born as a
special birthday gift to my mom! In December 2010, my grandma retired from the
Bureau of Indian Affairs and that was her greatest accomplishment.
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, bt

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools
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2021 e 2 0 e Dokl
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | .. Y4 e 9 Mary

Teacher Mﬁ, iu?_/t
sobook: oeieans Elem.

A Senior | Know
By Zinnia Dumm

Do you have a great aunt who lives halfway across the country from you?
Well, | do. She is my aunt Adalr. | love her so much. | picked Aunt Adair for my

Senior Citizen | Know essay because she’s artistic, kind, and really fun to be
around.

First, my Aunt Adair is artistic. She wears clothes that look like a butterfiy,
colorful and flowing. Her house is filled with art such as pottery, landscapes, and

watercolors. But her favorite is abstract paintings because she likes the colors.
This is why | think she is creative.

Second, my aunt is kind. She makes me happy when | am sad. She
listens to me. She invites us over to her house and laughs with us. One time,
she invited me and my sister Posey to stay overnight with her. There, we played

board games with her and drank tea out of a cow teapot. | felt happy when she
was kind to me.

Lastly, she is fun to be with. She tells great stories. She always tells lots of
jokes such as, “ WHY DIDN'T THE SKELETON CROSS THE ROAD? BECAUSE
THEY HAD NO GUTS". Also, she takes us to visit new places and buys us cool

t-shirts. One of my favorites places was when we went to Sedona where we
explored the shops in town.

As you can see, my Aunt Adair is amazing! | wish | could see her more.
She’s very creative, always kind, and one of the most fun people | know.

Timothy M. Keiler, Mayor Scott Eider, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools
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Name: _Amelie Mutidjo U

2021
) Gradel} Age 9M__orFX
A Semor I KﬂOW Essay Contest Teacher Mrs. McCallon Mrs.Balthaser
School: SY Jackson

o~

-

Title: My Grandpa

My Grandpa is a great person. He used to be an artist, football player and he used to be in the Air Force. § love going to
visit him and my grandma in Arizona but this year we couldn't because of Covid-19. My grandpa still did fun stuff with me
though. He sent me some art supplies and started giving me lessons through FaceTime. My grandpa is really funny but he can

also be kind of “lazy” says my mom and grandma. He loves football so much that he wants, “to increase his intemet speed
because of the TV” we asked him why because he atready has a higher speed than us and we have four computers running all
one day, he said It's because he likes to keep all three TV's on so he doesn't miss anything in his football games. Now we joke
about it. But luckily my grandma said she was able to talk him out of it.

One of my favorite things about my grandpa is his art. He can do some amazing things with a paint brush and paint or a
pencil and paper. He likes water colors but he really enjoys sculptures. He gave me lessons on water colors and sent me some.
He also got me a watercolor book that teaches me different brush techniques. Now if I have a question about any type of art he
can heip me. He sent me watercolor brushes, paper and a pallet box. Then he showed me how to use each one and how to blend
different colors.

I want to be like my grandpa when I grow up. [ want to be able to do amazing art and help our country to be a better
place like he did.
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Raquel Reedy, Superintendent V.
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquergque Public Schools
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202 1 Name: Autumn Badonie

Grade 5th Age 11 M__or

A Senior I Know Essay Contest |7%"

Teacher Mrs. Lowther @

School: Georgia O'Keeffe L
Elementary School

Title: A senior I know

The senior I know is my grandpa, Truman Badonie. He was born in Tohatchi, NM.
His birthday is on February, 11, 1959. He will be turning 62 next month. He has two
siblings a brother and sister. His brother has past away. My grandpa was raised by his
grandmother, Evelyn Badonie when he was two years old. His mother past on from an
illness. He never knew his father. His mother Loretta Badonie was a caretaker. His
Grandmother was a homemaker. A homemaker is who takes care of the home and takes
care of the livestock.

N B o .. .
L j—

My grandpa Truman completed high school but never went to college. He helped take
care of the livestock with his grandmother. In high school my grandpa did not have any
internet or electronics. My grandpas favorite subject was math because he likes working
with numbers. Truman participated in rodeo. In rodeo he did bullriding, saddle bronoc,
and team roping. He was very good in each of his events which helped support his
grandmother. Aside from going to school and rodeo events he had daily chores, which
were herding sheep and taking care of livestock. My grandpa woke up early in the
morning, to let the sheep out and graze. As well as, feeding the horses and rounding up
the cattle by gaving them vaccine, branding, and eartagging. My grandpa Truman
continues to do his daily chores to this day.

My grandpa currently works at Ch'ooshgai Community School in Tohatchi, NM, as a
facility maintenance staff. His most greatest accomplishment is his current job, because
he can provide for his family and livestock. In conclusion I admire my grandpa, because _
he knows alot about livestock, he is a hard worker and has great horsemanship skills. -

N N
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Raquel Reedy, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools
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202 l Name: _ Kiarith Braziel
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | gui. su, Age_10_ M orFx

Teacher __Sherry Haworth

School: The Montessori Elementary School

Title: Grandpa with the Cowboy Hat

My grandpa is very special to me because he always lets me know that he loves me. He
has impacted my life by teaching me about the sense of family, and that family always cares
for each other. My grandpa is very wonderful because he is always there for me, no matter
what. Plus, he always loves me for who | am.

Growing up in New York, | aiways looked forward to my grandpa’s visits from New
Mexico. When my grandpa would arrive in New York from Albuguerque, he always stepped out
of the taxi wearing a cowboy hat and cowboy boots! When he reached my front door, he would
scoop me up in his arms and give me a great big hug. Then, he would let me wear his cowboy
hat and his cowboy boots, so that | could play “horsey” around the house.

My grandpa is a very kind hearted man, with a full head of long silver hair that shimmers
in the sunlight. His eyes are hazel, with a bit of emerald green that changes color. Back in the
day, his hair was as straight as a horse’s mane with a little curl in it. His feet were too large for

any shoes to fit. His body was as flexible as a rubber band, and his legs were as fast as “The
Flash”.

My grandpa inspired me, when he taught me that it's okay to be different. Just like when
he travels everywhere, wearing his cowboy hat and his cowboy boots. In fact, he told me that
our differences are what makes us special. My grandpa is an example to follow, because he is
always himself, and he is a brave individual.

>
\ A

o
Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Raquel Reedy, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools
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202 1 Name: Noah Keilbarth
A Senior I Know Essay Contest | g sn ageio mxorr

Teacher Erica Finnegan

School: Double Eagle Elementary

Title: The Best Boppa Ever

Our elders might be the oldest people we know, but they reward us with
some of the best memories we could hope for. My Boppa has created so many
memories for me. When | think of my Boppa four words come to mind: silly,
generous and thoughtful, and charitable.

My Boppa is always trying to be silly. One morning while | was at his house
eating breakfast he said he won a competition in New York for making french
toast. He said the judges jumped out of their chairs and said, “This is the most
exceptional french toast ever, Gregory!” Also, whenever | am trying to
concentrate on something, he tries to tell me a joke or tickle me. The silliest thing
he says is when we watch Nebraska football games. He starts with, “Back in my
times | was the best Quarterback in Nebraska.” Mind you, my Boppa is 5'5!

My Boppa is also very generous and thoughtful. He works hard to get my
siblings and | wonderful gifts, and he ALWAYS makes me my favorite ice cream
when | stay over at his house. Boppa knows that | enjoy my talks with him, so
whenever | spend the night, he makes an effort to take a walk with me so he and
| can discuss what is going on in my life and in the world.

Finally, my Boppa is super charitable. He believes in helping children, and
works hard so that children do not have to pay to get support after losing
someone they love. This year for his birthday, rather than getting something for
himself, he wanted us to give to charity. My boppa shows me how important it is
to be someone who helps others.

My boppa is someone | look up to. He teaches me to be a little more silly,
generous and thoughtful, and most importantly, charitable. He is someone |
always enjoy spending time with, and | love him very much.

T

%,

o m

Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Raquel Reedy, Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior A ffairs and Albuquerque Public Schools
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor

Spon,m)' City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools
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202 1 Name: Isabel Gp; 290
A Senior I Know Essay Contest |cuic_5 age 10 M_orv”

Teacher Sa;gh Slmme
setoot: Ls. Conguuistadoia Arademy

Title: f}zca, ﬁw /MW)
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Scott Elder, Superintendent
Swm City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools R
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2021 b=
A Senior I Know Essay Contest -

Narmo. Becken Cotb

Grace 51h Age 11 M X
¢

B A

Teacher Mrs Lowther

Schoul: Grorgia O KoefTe

Title: The One And Only Pop Fomantary Senoel |

Charlie Bursi, otherwise known as “Pop” or my grandfather. He was born on December 1st,
1951. He had no siblings. His dad was a butcher while his mom was a housewife and sometimes built
airplanes.

His school was very different than ours now. There weren't electronic devices. Communication
was through letters or direct contact. Communication was slower making it harder to contact people.

In school Charlie’s favorite subject was math. He was super good with numbers. This was
helpful for him because he ended up being a computer programer and that allowed him more success in
his job. In high school, Charlie wanted to work in the army until one day he was hit in the ear by a
football and lost hearing in one ear. This blocked Charlie from being able to join the army.

When Charlie was younger he would mow lawns in the summer for extra money and did yard
work. Charlie's first job was delivering groceries. He would wear a white store apron and deliver
groceries on his bike to people in his neighborhood where his dad worked. He went to college then
attended a computer school so he could become a computer programmer.

He married a woman named Teresa who was the love of his life. Charlie and Teresa had 3
wonderful kids named Laura, Linda, and Lisa. Charlie felt like marrying Teresa and having 3 children
was his greatest accomplishment ever. When his kids grew up, all of them got married. He has 6
amazing and cool grandchildren along with 2 granddogs.

Charlie is an amazing person! He always takes time to spend with his family and grandkids. He
is the best grandpa a grandkid could ever want. 1 hope one day I will be like him. This is what I admire
about Charlie!
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Timothy M. Keller, Mayor Raquel Reedy. Superintendent

Sponsored by: City of Albuquerque, Department of Senior Affairs and Albuquerque Public Schools
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THE WINNERS

STUDENT

Reilly Garcia

Karmen Yepa

Heidi Rivera
Tomas Griego
Samuel Brady

Camden Weatherspoon

STUDENT

Tycho Baca
Suvi Maerki-Dean
Griffin Wascoe-Bauman
Noah Browder
Miranda Wheelock

Julianna Gonzales

STUDENT

Zoie Hickman
Liam Ringenoldus
Samiran Hemmady

Mia Noelder
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GRADE 1

SCHOOL

Shephard Lutheran Elementary
EG Ross Elementary
Montessori One Academy
La Conquistadora Academy
Mimbres School UNM

Montessori One Academy

GRADE 2

SCHOOL

Homeschool
Sandia Base Elementary
Montessori One Academy
Shephard Lutheran Elementary
Montessori One Academy

Shephard Lutheran Elementary

GRADE 3

SCHOOL

Sandia Base Elementary
Sandia Base Elementary
Montessori One Academy

Georgia O’Keeffe Elementary

TEACHER

Ms. Keller

Ms. Brewer

Ms. Watkins

Ms. Vu

Mrs. Garcia-Roach

Ms. Parson

TEACHER

Mrs. Baca
Ms. McLean
Ms. Parson

Ms. Swoboda

Ms. Parson

Ms. Swoboda

TEACHER

Mrs. Reyes
Mrs. Rodgers
Ms. Watkins

Ms. Sullins
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GRADE 3 (CONTINUED)

STUDENT SCHOOL TEACHER
Luke Boyd Georgia O’Keeffe Elementary Ms. Sullins
GRADE 4
STUDENT SCHOOL TEACHER
Damian Bollar Hodgins Elementary Mrs. Born
Tahi Toya Sandia Base Elementary Mrs. Stoltenberg
Zinnia Dumm Griegos Elementary Ms. Sauer
GRADE 5
STUDENT SCHOOL TEACHER
Harlow Hovey Manzano Mesa Elementary Ms. Leflar
Noah Keilbarth Double Eagle Elementary Ms. Finnegan
Autumn Badonie Georgia O’Keeffe Elementary Mrs. Lowther
ART WINNERS
STUDENT SCHOOL TEACHER
Izabella Delgado Sandia Base Elementary Mrs. Gallagher
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Contact
Angel Montoya
acmontoya@cabq.gov

P: (505) 764-6475
W: cabg.gov/seniors

Citizen Contact Center: 311

Left: Second Place
Winner, Sophia Ciecarelli
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