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Gréeings!!
With one month into 2023
we are keeping an optimistic
outlook into the year ahead.
This is a good reminder we
need to take certain
precautions and work
collaboratively to protect
ourselves, our families and
others in the community.
With that said, we would like
to welcome new officers to
our area and also thank the
ones who stayed to protect
the community. We are
looking forward to building
long-lasting friendships and
relationships, reducing the
fear of crime as we did in
2022, and building a
stronger bond between our
community and officers.
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1 How to Prevent Identity Theft

We use our personal information, like passwords and account numbers, almost every day to access online
accounts and perform other routine tasks. Unfortunately, there is always a chance that someone could
steal this data whenever we provide it. However, you can take simple steps to reduce the chance of identity
theft.

2 Freeze your credit.

When you freeze your credit file, no one can look at or request your credit report. Therefore, no one
(including you) can open an account, apply for a loan, or get a new credit card while your credit is frozen. To
freeze your credit, you must contact each of the three credit reporting agencies:
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3 Collect mail daily. METRO

4 Review credit card and bank statements regularly.

5 Shred documents containing personal information before disposing of them.
6 Create different passwords for your accounts

7 Review credit reports annually

8 Install antivirus software

* Antivirus software can prevent hackers from accessing information on your
computer and mobile devices.

e The FTC says you might be a victim of malware, which includes viruses, spyware,
and other unwanted software.
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8 Wipe electronics before donating

9 Opt out of prescreened credit card offers
Credit card companies often send pre-screened offers to open new accounts, and
criminals can intercept these mailed or emailed offers and open accounts in your name. Shred these offers
rather than throwing them in the trash. Your credit report doesn't show pre-screening that companies
perform to give you these offers, so you might not realize that an offer has been stolen from your mail or
email.

The safest way to avoid identity theft exposure from pre-screened credit card offers is to opt out of
receiving them for five years or permanently through optoutprescreen.com, which is the official consumer
credit reporting industry website.

Protect Your Ride
There are numerous antitheft systems and devices designed to make vehicles more difficult to steal or easier to trace and
recover. Here are how some of them work:

e Audible and Visible Devices: These devices, such as a horn alarm, deter theft by bringing attention to an unauthorized
attempt to steal or enter a vehicle. Visible devices create a visual threat/warning/deterrence, such as the use of steering-
wheel locks, as well as theft-deterrent decals, flashing lights, and window etching.

e Immobilizing-Type Devices: These prevent thieves from bypassing a vehicle’s ignition system and hot-wiring the vehicle.
Some incorporate computer chips in ignition keys or disable the flow of electricity or fuel to the engine.

¢ Vehicle Recovery Systems: These devices use electronic transmission technology that help law enforcement reveal the
location of stolen vehicles—and possibly catch the thief in the act.

Take your vehicle's'key; do not leave it in or on your vehicle.
Close and lock allwindows and doors when you park.

Park in well-lit areas if possible.
Never leave valuables in your vehicle, especially if they. can be seen from outside the vehicle.
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PROPERTY CRIMES REPORT:
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AUTO BURGLARY =173
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Robbery — Consists of the theft of
anything of value from the person
of another or from the immediate
control of another, by use or
hreatened use of force or
ence.
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