ALBUQUERQUE POLICE DEPARTMENT
PROCEDURAL ORDERS

SOP 2-86 (Formerly 2-26) P&P Draft 11/30/2022

2-86 AUTO THEFT AND MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT-RELATED
INVESTIGATIONS

Related SOP(s), Form(s), Other Resource(s), and Rescinded Special Order(s):
A. Related SOP(s)
1-16 Auto Theft Unit (Formerly 5-11)
B. Form(s)
PD 1337 Waiver of Prosecution
C. Other Resource(s)
None
D. Rescinded Special Order(s)
SO 18-124 Eliminate Auto Theft Questionnaire
2-86-1 Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to provide procedures and guidance for Albuquerque Police
D_epartment (Department) personnel investigating auto theft and motor vehicle-theft related
crimes.
2-86-2 Policy
It is the policy of the Department for Department personnel to investigate auto theft and motor

vehicle-theft related crimes, to complete the initial Uniform Incident Report, and to conduct
follow-up investigations unless otherwise indicated.

N/A | 2-86-3 Definitions

None

7 |2-86-4 Procedures

A. Auto Theft Investigations
1. Department personnel shall:
a. Verify through the Motor Vehicle Division’s (MVD) system that the license plate

number and Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) match the motor vehicle before
completing a Uniform Incident Report; and
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N/A i. In most cases, with assistance from an Emergency Communications Center
(ECC) National Crime Information Center (NCIC) Operator, Department
personnel can verify out-of-state license plates and VINs through their
Mobile Dispatch Terminal (MDT).

1. The ECC NCIC Operator may need to send a teletype to the outside
agency for some instances.

ii. If Department personnel cannot verify the license plate number and/or VIN,
they shall document the reason in the narrative portion of their Uniform
Incident Report.

b. Report the stolen motor vehicle and/or license plate to NCIC Reporting Unit

personnel before clearing from the call for service.

i. Department personnel shall document in their Uniform Incident Report:

1. The time they reported the stolen motor vehicle and/or license plate to
NCIC Reporting Unit personnel; and

2. The name of the employee in the NCIC Reporting Unit who received the
report for entry into the NCIC database.

ii. The NCIC Reporting Unit employee who received the report shall enter the
stolen motor vehicle and/or license plate in the NCIC database as soon as
they receive the report from Department personnel.

2. Department personnel shall not request for a stolen motor vehicle to be entered
into the NCIC database if the victim declines to prosecute and signs the Waiver of
Prosecution form.

N/A 3. Auto Theft Unit personnel shall follow the procedures for auto theft investigations
outlined in SOP Auto Theft Unit (refer to SOP Auto Theft Unit for sanction
classifications and additional duties).

N/A 4. Auto Theft Unit personnel may be called out to assist with the following:

a. Investigations involving an auto theft when an individual is in custody and the
case requires additional follow-up investigation;

b. Investigations involving the receiving and transferring of a stolen motor vehicle;

c. Investigations involving an altered or removed VIN; and

d. Investigations involving any motor vehicle with an altered or removed VIN
before Department personnel have it towed.

5. Recovering Stolen Motor Vehicles

a. Department personnel who recover a motor vehicle that was reported stolen
and entered into the NCIC database by Department personnel they shall:
i. Confirm with an ECC NCIC Operator that the motor vehicle is still listed as
stolen;
ii. Contact the NCIC Reporting Unit to update the status of the motor vehicle
as recovered in the NCIC database;
iii. Complete a Supplemental Report; and
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1. Department personnel shall duplicate the header information from the
initial Uniform Incident Report.

2. Department personnel shall list the following:

The date and time the vehicle was recovered,;

The recovered vehicle’s information;

How the vehicle was recovered,;

If the vehicle was towed from the scene or released to the owner

Which towing service was used;

If the vehicle was searched before it was released from the scene;

and

G. The value of the vehicle if known.

i. Include any additional charges in the Supplemental Report.
1. If an outside agency reported the motor vehicle as stolen, Department
personnel shall complete a Uniform Incident Report.

b. When sworn personnel recover a stolen motor vehicle, and they have an
individual in custody for the theft, they shall complete a Supplemental Report
using the original case number, including any additional charges.

c. When Department personnel recover a motor vehicle that an outside agency
reported as stolen and entered into the NCIC database, they shall:

i. Complete a Uniform Incident Report;
1. Department personnel shall not complete a Supplemental Report for the
initial Uniform Incident Report that the outside agency completed.
ii. Request for an ECC NCIC Operator to notify the outside agency through a
teletype that the stolen motor vehicle has been recovered; and
iii. After the ECC NCIC Operator sends a teletype, wait for the outside agency
to confirm that they continue to show the motor vehicle status as stolen.

Tmoow>

H. Disputes Involving Motor Vehicle Ownership

1. When there is a dispute over the ownership of a motor vehicle, Department
personnel shall:

a. Obtain from the involved party(s) paper copies of the MVD motor vehicle
registration and, if it is available, the motor vehicle’s Certificate of Title; and
b. Contact an ECC NCIC Operator to determine the following:
i. Who the registered owner is;
ii. Whether the motor vehicle has been reported as stolen; and
iii. Whether the motor vehicle has been reported as embezzled.

N/A 2. Department personnel may contact the following people when there are
discrepancies pertaining to the validity of the documents provided by the involved
party(s) and/or the ECC NCIC inquiry:

a. An Auto Theft Unit Detective, including the on-call Auto Theft Unit Detective;
b. The Department’s legal advisor; or
c. The on-call Assistant District Attorney.
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N/A 3. When Department personnel establish beyond a reasonable doubt that the true
owner of the motor vehicle can be identified by verifying the documents and/or

other verification processes, they shall release the motor vehicle to the rightful

owner.

4. When Department personnel cannot verify the true owner of the motor vehicle, they
shall:

6 a. Advise the parties to seek legal advice, if necessary, to have the courts
determine their respective rights to the property; and
b. Not take the motor vehicle away from one (1) party and give it to the other

party.

5. Department personnel shall complete a Uniform Incident Report detailing the facts
concerning disputes involving motor vehicle ownership.

. Embezzled Motor Vehicles

1. Department personnel shall only enter embezzled motor vehicles into the NCIC
database at the request of investigating sworn personnel with a notation in the
NCIC database entry to hold the motor vehicle and identify the occupant(s) only.

2. When possible, sworn personnel shall obtain a warrant for an individual who
commits embezzlement of a motor vehicle.

3. Department personnel shall record the victim’s request to prosecute using their
OBRD.

4. Department personnel shall follow the same guidelines used for embezzled motor
vehicles while investigating cases involving motor vehicles obtained through
fraudulent means.

J. Recovering Stolen License Plates

1. Department personnel who recover a license plate that was reported stolen and
entered into the NCIC database by Department personnel they shall:

a. Confirm the status of the license plate through an ECC NCIC Operator;
b. Contact the NCIC Reporting Unit to update the status of the license plate as
recovered in the NCIC database; and
c. Complete a Supplemental Report.
i. Department personnel shall duplicate the header information from the initial
Uniform Incident Report in their Supplemental Report.
ii. Department personnel shall list the stolen license plate number in the
Property section of the Supplemental Report and the vehicle the license
plate was stolen from in the Vehicle section of the Supplemental Report.

-4-



ALBUQUERQUE POLICE DEPARTMENT
PROCEDURAL ORDERS

SOP 2-86 (Formerly 2-26) P&P Draft 11/30/2022

2. When Department personnel recover a license plate that was reported stolen by an
outside agency and entered into the NCIC database as stolen, they shall:

a. Complete an initial Uniform Incident Report;
i. Department personnel shall not complete a Supplemental Report for the
initial Uniform Incident Report that was completed by the outside agency.
b. Request for an ECC NCIC Operator to notify the outside agency through a
teletype that the stolen license plate was recovered; and
c. After the ECC NCIC Operator sends a teletype, wait for the outside agency to
confirm that they continue to show the license plate status as stolen.
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II\I\I

THEFT AND MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT-—-—RELATED
INVESTIGATIONS

Related SOP(s), Form(s), Other Resource(s), and Rescinded Special Order(s):

A. Related SOP(s)

aNone\Waiver of

Prosecution

C. Other Resource(s)

D. Rescinded Special Order(s)

SO 18-124 —Eliminate Auto Theft Questionnaire

2-86-1 Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to provide ga%%%ﬁekprocedures and qwdance te-for
Albuguerque Police Department (Department) personnel whe-are-

investigatiens-efinvestigatinge prepery-ermesauto theft and motor vehlcle-=theft =related

crimes.

2-86-2 Policy




ALBUQUERQUE POLICE DEPARTMENT
PROCEDURAL ORDERS

SOP 2-86 (Formerly 2-26) P&P Draft 11/30/2022

Department eﬁeerpersonnels willshallio investigate preperty
eﬂm%auto theft=te and motor vehicle--theft =related crimes, to take-complete the initial
reperts-Uniform Incident Report, and to te=conduct follow-up |nvest|gat|ons en%%es—#er

peeee%ﬁm%eae%unless otherwrse |nd|cated '

N/A |2-86-3

—LAuto =Theft} Investigations

1. Department SfisetPpersonnels shall:

=1==Ver|fv throuqh the Motor Vehlcle D|V|S|on s (MVD) system that \When-taking-the

N/A a—In most cases, with assistance from an Emergency Communications Center
(ECC) Natronal Crlme Informatlon Center (NCIC) Operator Merification-can

i Department personnel m%can ¥verrfv oeﬁﬁee&r%%ut of state Ilcenses
plates and
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hrough thelr Mobile %Dlsgatch Termlnal (MDT)A#H&@%%%&HQ%

: : ECC NCIC) %Operator
wh%may need to send a ¥|a=teletype to the outside agency #a
execeptionalior eerai-easessome instances.
1.
3==If Department personnel cannot verify #fetmatieonthe license plate number
and/or VlN%&Hﬁe%b%-\#eHﬂ% thev shall document atherepordnHdonn
N/A aith-the reasons fertaskef
Hicati i in the narrative portion of their

b. Report the stolen motor vehicle and/or licenses plate thatthevehisleandfot
licenseplate-is-stelen-to %e%el%h%NClC Reportlnq Unit personnel before
clearing from the caII for service-th

i. Department SfficerPpersonnels shallwil
fReperdocument in their Uniform Incident Report:
1. the-The time they reported the stolen motor vehicle and/or license plate
to NCIC Reporting Unit personnel; and
——The name of the employeewhem in the NCIC Reportmq Unlt who
received the report for entry mto the
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ii. The NCIC Reporting Unit employee who received the report shall enter the
stolen motor vehicle and/or Ircense plate in the NCIC database as soon as
they receive the report from
stelepDepartment personnel.

2. Department personnel shall not request for a stolen motor vehicle to be entered
mte-into the NCIC database if the victim declines to prosecute and the-vistim-Auto
theft-casesinwhich-thevictim-signs thea Wwaiver of Pprosecution_form.

N/A
3. Fhe-Auto Theft Unit personnel shall hax

with-follow the procedures for auto theft mvestr(Ltlons outllned in SOP Auto Theft
Unit (refer to SOP Auto Theft Unit effor sanction classifications and additional
duties).

N/A 4. Auto Theft Unit personnel%el may be called out to assist with the followingthe

N/A

€3

a. Investigations involving an auto theft when an individual is thereisantadivdual
in =custodys and whichthe case requires additional follow-up investigation;

b. Gaseslnvestigations involving the Rreceiving and transferring of a stolen motor
motervehicle;-ef

c. Investigations involving an¥he alteredsrg or removirged efa-VIN; and

s&—Investigations B #einvolving =any motor
vehicle wrth an altered or removed VIN before Department personnel have it
towediev
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+5. ReesvenrofRecovering Stolen Mmotor Vehicles-andiorlicense-Plates:

a. When-Department personnel who seseverng-recover a stelea-motor vehicle =
whenforwhichthat was reported stolen and entered into the NCIC data base by

Contact the NCIC Reporting Unit
%éto update the status of the motor vehicle as recovered: bave-thewehisle
takenoutofremeved-infrem the NCIC database;=

. SubmitComplete a supplemental-Supplemental repertReports; andand
1. Department personnel shall duplicate the Allkthe-header information from

theHE e#gt%lnltlal aste=thef-Uniform Incident ¥Report%haﬁew#=b%e%é

h [ list the followmg
A. The date and time the vehicle was recovered;
B. The recovered stelen-metervehicle-vehicle’s resevensinformation;
C. How they-recevered-the stelen
%vehlcle was recovered4=Hé».;la€a\1-;3=|éeee¥e%ee-n%«= =

D. If the vehicle was towed from the scene or released to the owner

E. Which towing service was used:;

F. If the vehicle was searched before it was released from the scene;
and

G. The value of the vehicle if known.z

2—Include any
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b.

i.__Aadditional charges in

Supplemental repertReport.;
1. Iffunless an outS|de agency reported a=the motor vehicle was+repered

as stolen-by
Department personnel shaII Complete a Unlform InC|dent Report}.:

When sworn personnel recover a stolen motor vehicle, and they have an

individual in custody for the theft, they shall complete a Supplemental Report

using the original case number, including any additional charges.

—When Department personnel recover a motor vehicle that an outside agency

was reported as stolen &

entered |nto the NCIC database%belﬁe%@en thev shall#%ee#hpe%eﬁnel

Complete Aa%h%eﬁema%ﬁﬁeé

Incident +#Report ;

k1. Department %%pgersonnel e%ee%shall not %complete a
supplemental-Supplemental ¥Report te-afor athe edghaatinitial Uniform
InC|dent Report that %ee%ed%%the outside agency completed

rRequest thatfor an ECC NCIC

Operator to ﬁea#%notlfv the out5|de agency through a teletype that
; the stolen motor vehicle has been

After the ECC NCIC Operator sends a teletvpe%leeen%ent wait

e-for the outS|de agency to eenﬁ%eﬁconflrm
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H. Disputes Involving Motor Vehicle Ownership

When taebpastiesthere is a dispute over the ownership of a motor vehicle,

Department personnel shall:

a. Obtain from the involved party(s) paper copies of the MVD motor vehicle
reqgistration and, if it is available, the motor vehicle’s Certificate of Title; and
b. Contact an ECC NCIC Operator to determine the following:
i. _Who the reqgistered owner is;
ii. _Whether the motor vehicle has been reported as stolen; etand
iii. Whether the motor vehicle has been reported as embezzled.

Department personnel may contact the following people when there are

discrepancies pertaining to the validity of the documents provided by the involved
party(s) and/or the ECC NCIC inquiry:

a. An Auto Theft Unit Detective, including the on-call Auto Theft Unit Detective;
b. The Department’s leqgal advisor; or
c. The on-call Assistant District Attorney.

When Department personnel establish beyond a reasonable doubt that the true

owner of the motor vehicle can be identified by wesficatien-verifyingef the
documents and/or other verification processes, they mayshall release the motor
vehicle to the rightful owner.

When Department personnel cannot tesehwe-the-¢i iscrepans jesverify the true owner

1.
N/A 2.
N/A 3.

4.
6

S.

of the motor vehicle, they shall:

a. Advise the parties to seek legal advice,ste- if necessary, to have the courts
determine their respective rights to the property; and
b. Not take the motor vehicle away from one (1) party and give it to the other

party.

Department personnel shall complete a Uniform Incident Report: detailing the facts

concerning disputes involving motor vehicle ownership.

. Embezzled Motor Vehicles

1.

Department personnel shall only enter embezzled motor vehicles into the NCIC

2.

database at the request of investigating sworn personnel with a notation in the
NCIC database entry to hold the motor vehicle and identify the occupant(s) only.

When possible, sworn personnel shall obtain a warrant for an individual who

commits embezzlement of a motor vehicle.
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3. Department personnel shall record the victim’s request to prosecute sy-using their
OBRD.

4. Department personnel shall follow the same quidelines used for embezzled motor
vehicles while investigating cases involving motor vehicles obtained through
fraudulent means.

J. Recovering Stolen License Plates

1. Department personnel who recover a license plate that was reported stolen and

entered into the NCIC database by Department personnel thev shall%ea

a. Confirm the status of the license plate through an ECC NCIC Operator;

b. Contact the NCIC Reporting Unit to update the status of the license plate as
recovered in the NCIC database; and

c. Complete a Supplemental Report.

i. Department personnel shall duplicate the header information from thei initial
Uniform Incident Report in their Supplemental Report.

ii. Department personnel H shall list the stolen license
plate number in the Property section of the Supplemental Reeport and the
vehicle the license plate was stolen from in thesmeter V¥ehicle section of the
Supplemental £Report.

2. When Department personnel recover a license plate that was reported stolen by an
outside agency and entered into the NCIC database as stolen, they shall:

a. Complete thean initial Uniform Incident Report;

i. Department personnel shall not complete a Supplemental Report for the
initial Uniform Incident Report that was completed by the outside agency.

b. Request for an ECC NCIC Operator to notify the outside agency through a
teletype tha +ered-the stolen license plate was
recovered; and

c. After the ECC NCIC Operator sends a teletype, wait for the outside agency to
confirm that they continue to show the license plate status as-beirg stolen.
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