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2-25 BOMB THREATS AND BOMB EMERGENCIES
Related SOP(s), Form(s), Other Resource(s), and Rescinded Special Order(s)
A. Related SOP(s)
None
B. Form(s)
None
C. Other Resource(s)
None
D. Rescinded Special Order(s)
None
2-25-1 Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to outline the procedures for Albuquerque Police Department
(Department) personnel when responding to, deploying for, and handling reports of bomb
threats and bomb emergencies to ensure Department personnel and community members
are safe.
2-25-2 Policy

It is the policy of the Department to ensure Department personnel and community members
are safe during bomb threats and bomb emergencies.

N/A | 2-25-3 Definitions

A. Bomb Emergency

When a suspected or actual bomb or explosive device has been located or when an
explosion occurs.

B. Bomb Threat
When a suspected bomb or explosive device has been reported but not located.
C. Booby Trap

A device or setup that is intended to kill, harm, or surprise a person or animal.
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D. Military Ordnance

A military weapon or ammunition, such as a grenade, projectile, or rocket.

7 | 2-25-4 Procedures

A. Bomb Threat

1. When a caller reports a possible bomb threat, an Emergency Communications
Center (ECC) Call Taker shall keep the reporting party on the line and, if possible,
determine why the reporting party suspects that there is an explosive device.

2. An ECC Dispatcher shall:

a. Immediately dispatch Field Services Bureau (FSB) sworn personnel; and
b. Notify the on-duty FSB supervisor of the situation.

i. When directed by the dispatched officer or FSB supervisor, the ECC
Dispatcher shall notify Albuquerque Fire Rescue (AFR) and provide
deployment instructions to respond to the scene with the appropriate
apparatus.

3. Responding sworn personnel shall:

a. Leave their radios and mobile dispatch terminals (MDT) powered on during the
search for an explosive device to ensure communication is maintained between
sworn personnel and ECC personnel;

i. If responding sworn personnel locate a device during a search, they shall
move a safe distance from the device and take a position of cover prior to
transmitting over the radio.

N/A b. Make contact with the person in charge of the premises and the person who
reported the threat;

c. Make inquiries quietly and avoid reference to a "bomb threat" until actually
contacting the parties who can provide direct evidence of the bomb or explosive
device;

d. Ask specific questions, including, but not be limited to:

I. Have previous threats been received and what were the outcomes of those
threats?

ii. Are there possible motives?

iii. Are there vulnerabilities on the property or in the building?

e. Ask any other questions that may assist them in determining the probability of a
bomb or explosive device being on-site;

f.  When the probability of an explosive device has been established, make
telephone contact with the ECC,;

i. The ECC dispatcher shall make a subsequent notification to the FSB
supervisor.

g. Advise the ECC Dispatcher regarding deployment of AFR equipment; and
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h. The primary responding officer is responsible for completing the Uniform
Incident Report.

4. The officer in charge (OIC) shall make the final decision to search a public building
or area.

a. The OIC shall obtain permission from the responsible party to search a private
residence or business.

6 B. Bomb Emergencies

1. When a community member calls the ECC regarding a suspected bomb, explosive
device, or military ordnance that has been found, the ECC Call Taker shall:

a. Attempt to obtain;
i. The description or type of device;
ii. The location of the device; and
iii. The quantity and characteristics of the device.
b. Notify an ECC supervisor regarding the call and any information obtained; and
c. Advise the reporting party to follow the business or property’s established
evacuation procedures and advise them to take all available precautions.

2. The ECC Dispatcher shall:

a. When necessary, dispatch sworn personnel to assist with the evacuation and to
establish a perimeter; and
b. Notify AFR to respond to the scene with the appropriate emergency equipment.

3. Responding sworn personnel shall:

a. Leave their radios and MDTs powered on during a search for a bomb, explosive
device, or military ordnance;

i. If a bomb, explosive device, or military ordnance is located during a search,
responding sworn personnel shall move away to be at a safe distance from
the bomb, explosive device, or military ordnance, and take a position of
cover prior to transmitting over the radio.

b. Ensure all occupants are evacuated and moved at least three-hundred (300)
feet or more from the immediate area;

c. Attempt to view the area around the bomb, explosive device, or military
ordnance from a location that provides maximum protection;

d. Be responsible for perimeter security in the immediate area surrounding a
known or suspected bomb, explosive device, or military ordnance;

e. When a suspected bomb, explosive device, or military ordnance is located,
obtain preliminary information from witnesses, the calling party, or persons who
are presently at the scene; and

f. Relay the preliminary information to the Bomb Squad supervisor as soon as
possible.
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4. Responding sworn personnel shall not:

5 a. Push, touch, pick up, or handle a suspected or known explosive device; or
b. Permit AFR personnel into the secured area unless the bomb, explosive device,
or military ordnance detonates and causes fire or injury to Department
personnel.
i. If the detonation causes a fire or injury, responding sworn personnel shall
allow AFR personnel to enter the area.
ii. The on-scene officer or supervisor shall advice the ECC Dispatcher of the
desired route AFR personnel should use.
iii. The on-scene officer or supervisor shall advise AFR personnel about the
possibility of a second bomb, explosive device, or military ordnance, and
shall advise AFR personnel to use caution when entering the area.

5. AFR has primary responsibility in the event of a fire or when emergency medical
treatment is required.

6. FSB supervisors shall contact the Bomb Squad supervisor and request for them to
respond to the scene.

7. Bomb Squad personnel shall maintain primary responsibility for bomb, explosive
device, and military ordnance disposal and investigation.

a. When Bomb Squad personnel respond to the scene of a known or suspected
bomb, explosive device, or military ordnance and have been briefed by the OIC
or their designee, they shall be responsible for containment, control, and/or
removal from the area of the bomb, explosive device, or military ordnance.

C. Exploded Bombs
1. The ECC Dispatcher shall:

a. Dispatch FSB sworn personnel to the location;

b. Attempt to keep the reporting party on the phone while sworn personnel are
responding;

c. Constantly update responding personnel with any incoming information;

d. Notify the FSB supervisor of the call and situation;

e. Attempt to obtain as much information as possible from the reporting party
concerning the location of the explosion, injuries, and/or fire;

f. Notify AFR personnel of the need for their response; and

g. Notify the Bomb Squad supervisor.

2. Dispatched sworn personnel shall establish a secured perimeter in the immediate
area surrounding the explosion.
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6 D. Delivery of Bombs to Department Facility

1. When a community member delivers a bomb, explosive device, or military
ordnance to a Department facility, Department personnel shall:

a. Attempt to detain the person who delivered the item;

b. Notify an FSB supervisor of the situation and location of the bomb, explosive
device, or military ordnance;

c. Refrain from touching or moving the bomb, explosive device, or military
ordnance; and

d. Wait to be instructed by the responding FSB supervisor concerning what
actions need to be taken.

E. Bomb Squad Call-Out Criteria
1. Bomb Squad personnel shall respond when:

a. A suspected or actual bomb, explosive device, or military ordnance has been
located or when assistance is needed in conducting a search when there is a
high probability that a bomb, explosive device, or military ordnance exists;

b. A bomb, explosive device, or military ordnance has detonated;

c. A bomb, explosive device, or military ordnance is found or has been reported to
the Department, such as an amnesty call;

d. Requested to respond outside the jurisdiction as approved by the Bomb Squad
Commander; and

e. Actual or suspected booby traps, including improvised firearms, have been
located or are believed to exist.

6 | 2-25-5 Sworn Personnel Bomb Threat Search Procedures

A. Responding sworn personnel shall:

1. Develop a plan before a search for a bomb, explosive device, or military ordnance
is initiated. The areas to be searched and the extent of the search will depend on:

a. The type of establishment;
b. The known motivation of the bomber; and
c. The accessibility of the building.
2. When possible, obtain a floor plan and assign search areas;

a. Responding sworn personnel shall draft a floor plan, if one is unavailable.

3. When possible, request for assistance by sworn personnel who are familiar with
the areas to be searched; and
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4. Advise sworn personnel involved in the search to refrain from picking up, touching,
or moving any unfamiliar objects.

B. When responding sworn personnel are searching the area, they shall:

1. When they find a suspicious item that may be or may not contain a bomb,
explosive device, or military ordnance confirm that it does not belong in the area,;

2. When they do not find a bomb, explosive device, or military ordnance state only
that a device was not found;

a. Sworn personnel shall not make statements about the presence of bomb,
explosive device, or military ordnance nor state "the area is all clear".

3. Discontinue the search when:

Requested to do so by the owner or their designee;

Directed by a supervisor;

Directed by Bomb Squad personnel; and

They determine that the probability of finding a bomb, explosive device, or
military ordnance by further search is minimal.

apop

C. Responding sworn personnel shall not discourage the person in charge of the
premises from continuing with a search after they depart from the scene.
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2-25 __BOMB THREATS AND BOMB EMERGENCIES

Related SOP(s), Form(s), Other Resource(s), and Rescinded Special Order(s)

A. Related SOP(s)

None

B. Form(s)

None

C. Other Resource(s)

None

D. Rescinded Special Order(s)

None
2-25-1 ___Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to prevideguidelinesoutline the procedures for Albuguerque
Police Department (Department) personnel when responding to, deploying for, and handling
te-a-reports of %Bbomb ¥h¥ea=t=threats eraand Bemb-bomb Emergensy-emergencies to
ensure te-en worRDepartment personnel and eidtiarscommunity
members are safe

2-25-2  ___Policy

It is the policy of the Departmen
personnel and ebshars-community membe

and-handling-ef bomb threats and bomb femergenciesy-siuations.

N/A | 2-25-3  ___Definitions=

A. Bomb Emergency

When a suspected or actual bomb _or fexplosive device has been located or when an
explosion occurs.

B. Bomb Threat
When a suspected bomb or fexplosive device has been reporteds but not located.

C. Booby Trap
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ED. Military Ordnance

A Miltanemilitary material-syeh-as-weapons or ammunition, such as a-f=e= grenades,
projectiles, or rockets—etes.

7| 2-25-4

A. Bomb Threat

+—=When a caller reports a possible bomb threat, an Emergency Communications:

Center (ECC) eCall tTaker RespensibilitiesShshall =

a1. Kkeep the reporting party on the line and, if possible, determine —pessible;
why the reasen-reporting party fersuspieiersuspects that there is an explosive

device.#may-bepresent

2. FheAn ECC dDispatcher shall:

b-a.Immediately Bispateh-dispatch a-Field Services Bureau (FSB) Yaitsworn

personnels } - and
eb.  Notify the on-duty FSBield Supeprdsersupervisor of the situation.:=

¢&—=As-\When directed by the dispatched officer or fiel=FSB supervisor, the ECC
Dispatcher shall wikthe-ECC-eall-takershall-notify the-Albuquerque Fire ard
Rescue (AFR) and provide deployment instructions fer+espendirg-to
respond to the scene with the appropriate apparatus.

%m-l%termmals (MDTs) powered on during a-the search for an explosive
device_to ensure =as-the-imperanece-ef-communication is #takmaintained
between efficers-sworn personnel and dispatekECC personnels;
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i. If the-effieerresponding sworn personnel locates ad=a device isdecated
during a search, theythey efficerwilishall move a safe distance from the
device and take a position of cover prior to transmitting over the radio.

N/A b. Make contact with the person in charge of the premises and the person who
reported the threats;

b-C. Make inquiries quietly and avoid reference to a "bomb threat" until
actually dealirg=withcontacting the parties who can provide direct evidence of
the ea%ebomb or #exploswe devices;

ed. .

Meéas#ﬁg Qecm questlons including, but not be limited to:
i. Have previous threats been received and what waswere the outcomes of
those threats=?;
ii. ¥sAre there Ppossible motives:?:
iii. Are there Mulnerabilities-vulnerabilities on efeguipment-the property or in
the building=ardierbnit"—and
e, Ask any other questions which-that smight-may assist them efficerin
determining the probability of a bomb ora explosive device being on-=site;=
f._When the probability of an explosive device has been established, make
telephone contact wilkbe-established-with the ECC; ard
I. The ECC dispatcher shall make a-and subsequent notification toef the Field
FSB Supendsersupervisorwilbe-made—.
a. Advise the ECC dispateherDispatcher regarding deployment of firelresesue AFR
equipment; and
h. The primary responding officer is responsible for completing the Uniform
Incident Report.

4. The officer in charqe (OIC) shall make the final decision to search a public building

e—The OIC shall obtain flpermission from the responsible party to search is

reguired-te-search-a private residence or business.s

a.

7 BB. Bomb -Emergenciesy

1. When a community member calls the ECC regarding a suspected bomb, fexplosive
device, or military ordnance that has been found, the ECC gCall £Taker shall:
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1

a.
b—The Bdescription or type of devices;

e—The Elocation of the device=; and

—The Qqguantity and characteristics of the device.

: e hen-nNotify the-an ECC supervisor regarding
~ the caII and any |nformat|on obtalned ;ands
3 —

c. Advise the reporting persen-party to follow the-entity“sthe business’s orf
property’s established evacuation procedures and advise them to take all
available precautionss.

2. The ECC Dispatcher shall:

éa.\When necessary, Bdispatch ghits-sworn personnel as-presessanforto assist
with the evacuation and to establishirg a perimeter; and-

eb. Notify AFR ferthe-dispateh-efio respond to the scene with the
appropriate emergency equipment.

4.3. Offieers/Responding sworn personnelSupendsers shall:

' fs-willl eave their radios and MDTs powered on during a
search for a bomb ﬁ=exploswe deV|ce or mllltarv ordnance,%ﬂe%&me%%eee

i. Ifa bomb exploswe dewce or mllltarv ordnance is Iocated during a search,
the-officerwillresponding sworn personnel shall move away to be at a safe
distance from the bomb, explosive device, or military ordnance, and take a
position of cover prior to transmitting over the radio.

b. Ensure all occupants are evacuated and moved at least three-hundred (300)
feet or more from the immediate area;

b.c. %eh—aAttempt to view the area etthearound the bomb, explosive device,
or military ordnance from a location that provides maximum protections;

id. Feld-Officerswill-bBe responsible for perimeter security in the immediate area
surrounding a known or suspected bomb, explosive device, or military
ordnance;?
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e. When a suspected bomb exploswe deV|ce or mllltarv ordnance is located, the

‘ obtaining semplete-preliminary
|nformat|on from %m@#é%éwﬁnesses the calllng party, or &n&persons who
are presently ep=at the scene : ;

elayirg this-the preliminary information
to the Bomb Squad ugerwsor as soon as possibles.
& i

4. Responding sworn personnel shall not:

&-h. N%ePermlt AFR personnel w4 ‘
cordened-eftarea unless the bomb exploswe dewce or m|I|tary ordnance
detonates and causes fire or injury to Department personnels.;
i.__If the detonation causes a fire or injury, responding sworn personnel shall

allow AFR personnel shall-be-allewed-to enter the area.

ii. The on-scene officer or supervisor atthesn—ssene-shawill adwviseadvice the
ECC dispateherDispaicher of the desired route AFR personnel aré
eguipmentshould use.

klil.  The on-scene officer or supervisor shall advise AFR personnel wit-be
agwvisedabout the possibility exists-of a secondast bomb, explosive device,
or military ordnance, and shall advise AFR personnel to use caution sheuld
be-ysed-when entering the area.

N/A 5. AFR wilhasave primary responsibility in the event of a fire; or when emergency
medical treatment is required.

6. FSB supervisors shall contact the Bomb Squad supervisor and request for them to
respond to the scene.

7. Bomb Squad personnel shall maintain primary responsibility for Besb-bomb,
explosive device, and military ordnance disposal and investigation+erainthe

a. ia-alleaseswhere\When the-Bomb Squad personnel responds to the scene of a
known or suspected bomb, explosive device, or military ordnance and haves
been briefed by the OIC or their designee; they shall be
respensibilityresponsible for containment, control, and/or removal from the area

-5-
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7 &C.

&l. The ECC Dispatcher silshall;

a. Dispatch afieldanritFSB sworn personnel to the locations;

b. AraAttempt will-be-made-to keep the reporting party on the phone while
effieers-sworn personnel are respondings;

| sConstantly updated responding personnel with any ea

|ncom|ng |nformat|on-

H=d. Notify the field-FSB supervisor of the call and situations;

Hke. Attempt to obtain as much information as possible from the reporting
party concerning the location of the explosion, injuries, and/or fires;

A, Notify ammbutanee-are-AFR personnel of the need for theira responses;
and

¥0. Notify the Bomb Squad supervisor.

a—Dispatched Sfieers)sworn personnel shaw4ll =
#2. Eestablish a securediy perimeter in the immediate area surrounding the
explosion.

6 %D olivarad Evinlaci ivoc/Ordna) a¥a¥a

Delivery of Bombs to Department Facility

1. When a community member delivers a bomb,a explosive device, or military
ordnance isdelvered-to a pelice-Department facility, Department personnel
shawsll:

a. Attempt to detain the person who delivered the items;

b. Notify the-an Field-SFSB supervisor of the situation and location of the bomb,
explosive device, or military ordnances;

c. Refrain from Nettouching or movinge the bomb, explosive device, or military
ordnances; and

d. Wait to be instructed by the Awaitd :
supervisor concerning what actions need to be taken.

esponding Held-SFSB

E. Bomb Squad Call-Out Criteriaferthe-Bomb-Sguad

1. Fhe-Bomb Squad personnel shall respond when:
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a. A suspected or actual bomb, explosive device, or military ordnance has been
located or when assistance is needed in conducting a search withwhen there is
a high probability thatef a bomb, explosive device, or military ordnance
existingexists;

b. A bomb, sa-explosive device, or military ordnance has deteratierdetonated-fpest
blasy,

c. A bomb, Eexplosive device, or military ordnance s-are-is found or khavehas been
reported to the Department such as an amnesty call;

d. Requested to respond outsrde the jurisdiction as8
approved by the Bomb Squad Commander; and

e. Actual or suspected booby traps, te-includinge improvised firearms, have been
located or are believed to exist.

2-25-5Sworn Personnel Bomb Threat Search Procedures2-25-5
——Proecedures

&  Seateh

A. Responding sworn personnel shall:

—dDevelop Aa plan before a search for a bomb, fexplosive

device, or military ordnance is |n|t|ated

+——The areas to be searched and the extent of the search will depend on:
1.

a. The type of establishments;
b. The known motivation of the bomber=; and
c. The accessibility of the building.
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i A #\When possible, obtain Aa floor plan shesldbe
eb%%and SS|gn search areas-assighed;-

2—Responding sworn personnel shall draft #Aa floor plan,
one is setunavailable.
a.

3—When p055|ble %%ee%eﬁﬁeléhaﬂequest for assistance by gse-sworn&Aa
Hize personnel who are familiar with the areas to be
; ands

4. Advise sSworn Ppersonnel whe-ates-involved in the search :
to refram from plcklnq =up, touching, or moving e-any unfamiliar objects=ﬁeaﬁé

B. YUpenrfindinga\When responding asworn personnel are searching the area, they shall:

b:1. When they find a suspeetsuspicious item isfeune-whichthat may be or may not
contain a_bomb,& explosive device, or military ordnance; swera-persennelshall
confirm that it does not belong in the area; =

2. Whense they do not find a-search-fai Hs—te-turp-bp-anya bomb, explosive device, or
military ordnances; efficers-ssw hawallstate only that a device was

not found;=

—=Sworn personnel Faey-shawill not make statements te-the-eHectthatthere-are
neabout the presence of bomb, explosive device, or military ordnances-wete
present; nor state thatthe-area-s-"the area is all clear=".

|.9’

Discontinue the search when: Fhesearch-willbe

a. Requested to do so by the owner ' ARersor their
designees;

b. Directed by a supervisors;

Dlrected by m%Bomb Squad_personnels; and

elThey eenclyde-determine thats the probability of

flndlng a bomb exploswe device, or military ordnance by further search is

minimal.

C. Responding Sffieers-Ssworn personnel shaw4ll not discourage the person in charge of

the premises from continuing with a search after the-efficers-departurethey depart
from the scene.

6
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