ALBUQUERQUE POLICE DEPARTMENT
PROCEDURAL ORDERS

SOP 2-23 (Formerly 2-45) P&P Draft 03/09/2022

2-23 USE OF PATROL CANINE (K-9) UNIT
Related SOP(s), Form(s), Other Resource(s), and Rescinded Special Order(s):
A. Related SOP(s)
1-64 Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit (Formerly 6-9)
2-35 Emergency Response Team (ERT) (Formerly 2-29)
2-70 Execution of Search Warrants
2-71 Search and Seizure without a Warrant
B. Form(s)
None
C. Other Resource(s)
None
D. Rescinded Special Order(s)
None
2-231 Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to assist sworn personnel in searching for and locating
individuals suspected of a crime and/or articles associated with a crime with the use of a
Police Service Dog (PSD) to ensure the safety of sworn personnel and individuals.

2-23-2 Policy

It is the policy of the Albuquerque Police Department (Department) to provide rules and
procedures for Department personnel when to request and use a PSD.

2-23-3 Definitions
A. Apprehension

For the purposes of this policy, any occasion when a PSD is deployed and plays a
clear and documented role in the arrest of an individual. In order to play a clear and
documented role, the handler must articulate the PSD'’s role, such as K-9 warning
announcements, hearing the PSD bark, conducting a search, locating an individual,
and/or the arrested individual stating that the PSD influenced their decision to submit
to arrest.

B. Deployment
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Any situation where a PSD is used to search for an individual or article or apprehend
an individual associated with a crime whether or not the individual or article is located.

C. Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler

An officer who is certified in the use of a Police Service Dog (PSD), assigned a PSD,
and responsible for the PSD’s care twenty-four (24) hours a day, seven (7) days per
week.

D. Police Service Dog (PSD)

A specially-trained dog assigned to the Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit that meets the
selection standards and certification requirements, consistent with SOP Patrol
Canine (K-9) Unit.

E. Search

When a PSD is deployed into a search area or a commercial or residential structure to
search for, locate, and/or apprehend an individual who is wanted for a crime; to locate
an article associated with a crime; or to use a PSD to ensure that an area or
commercial or residential structure is clear of any individuals who may be hiding from
law enforcement or evading capture.

"z 2-23-4 Procedures

A. Primary Duties and Responsibilities

1. The primary duties and responsibilities of the Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit shall include,
but are not limited to:

a. Building searches to locate an individual suspected of committing a felony crime
or an individual suspected of committing a misdemeanor crime who is
concealing themselves in a building and is believed to be armed;

b. Apprehending an individual who is suspected of committing a felony crime, and
is concealing themselves or fleeing.

2. The Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler shall determine whether to conduct a search
and shall determine whether their PSD will be muzzled or un-muzzled during the
search after carefully evaluating the following non-exhaustive factors:

a. The time of day or night;

b. Evidence of forced entry;

c. Potential danger to the Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler, other sworn
personnel, PSDs, or the public;

d. The type of building, including commercial or residential buildings;

e. The possibility of uninvolved persons inside;

f. The nature of the suspected crime;
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g. Information from the RP;

h. Alarm activation information, such as multiple, prior alarm(s), , camera
intelligence, or a significant delay in the time that has passed since the alarm
was activated; and

i. Any other pertinent investigative information known at the time of the incident.

3. Building Searches

a. A Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler may conduct building searches using their
PSD. The Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler shall not be required to respond to
requests to conduct a building search if it does not meet the criteria outlined in
this section. The Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler shall have sole decision-
making authority to search a building using their PSD.

i. A Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler may search commercial buildings or
schools with clear signs of unauthorized entry, and for which the RP is
contacted or is present and is willing to prosecute for a crime, or there is an
articulable likelihood that an individual is inside the building.

ii. Before requesting for a PSD to conduct a search of a commercial building,
Field Services Bureau (FSB) sworn personnel shall contact the RP for the
building or shall be present on-scene and be willing to prosecute any
unauthorized individual located in the building for a crime.

1. If FSB sworn personnel cannot contact the RP, the Patrol Canine (K-9)
Unit Handler shall not be called and is not required to respond to the
scene.

2. FSB sworn personnel shall place a written notice at the primary access
point for the building, indicating that the building is not secure for entry.

iii. If at any time during the building search and prior to an apprehension, the
unauthorized individual clearly surrenders to arrest without resistance, the
Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler shall immediately recall their PSD and shall
gain control of their PSD to eliminate any potential injury.

iv. If the Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler's PSD makes contact with the
unauthorized individual, they shall direct their PSD to release the individual
as soon as it is safe to do so.

4. Area Searches

a. A Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler may use their PSD to search for an
individual(s) who is wanted for a felony crime, is believed to be concealed
within a perimeter, and is refusing to surrender to sworn personnel.

i. After the perimeter is established around the area to be searched, a Patrol
Canine (K-9) Unit Handler shall be requested to assist following approval
from their on-duty supervisor, through the Emergency Communications
Center (ECC).

ii. Sworn personnel shall remain out of the search area if a Patrol Canine (K-9)
Unit Handler is going to be requested.

iii. A Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Sergeant shall respond to large-scale area
searches for coordination and operational control purposes.
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b. Commercial Building and School Searches
i. A Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler shall deploy their PSD to search a

commercial building or school where a point of forced entry is found or an

individual is believed to be in the commercial building or school.

1. As soon as a point of forced entry is found to the commercial building or
school, the primary officer shall establish a perimeter around the
commercial building or school.

2. The primary officer shall contact the owner/manager of the commercial
business or school to confirm that no one has permission to be inside
prior to requesting a Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler.

3. No one shall be allowed to enter the commercial building or school until
the Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler arrives.

4. When the Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler finds that the perimeter
surrounding the commercial building or school appears secure, they shall
conduct a search using their PSD after:

A. The Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler establishes that there is a
strong possibility that the alarm is valid based upon multiple, prior
alarms, camera intelligence, or a significant delay in the time that has
passed since the alarm was activated;

B. Any other pertinent investigative information known at the time of the
incident;

C. The Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler determines that it is impractical
to conduct a search by sworn personnel due to the size of the
commercial building, such as a warehouse facility, or school,

D. The owner/manager arrives and requests for the Patrol Canine (K-9)
Unit Handler to conduct a search; and

E. The on-duty supervisor has been notified.

ii. A Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Sergeant is not required to be present when the
Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler conducts a search of a commercial building
or school with their PSD.

iv. If the Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler uses their PSD as a force option,
IAFD personnel shall:

1. Respond to the scene; and

2. Be responsible for the reviewing and investigating the use of force
incident.

c. Ifthe PSD injures a wanted individual during a search, the Special Operations
Division (SOD) chain of command shall review the PSD deployment and upload
documentation outlining their review in the Internal Affairs (IA) database web
application.

5. Article Searches

a. The Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler may use their PSD to search for
evidence associated with a felony crime within a specific area based on
articulable facts that evidence is present.
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b. Sworn personnel shall establish a perimeter around the area to be searched. A
request for a Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler to conduct the article search
shall be approved by an on-duty supervisor, through the ECC.

B. Apprehending Fleeing Individuals

A Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler may use their PSD to apprehend individuals who
are fleeing when there is probable cause to believe that the wanted individual has
committed a felony crime.

C. Individuals Who Barricade Themselves in Vehicles

1. A Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler shall not use their PSD as an extraction tool nor
deploy their PSD on an individual who has barricaded themselves in a vehicle.

D. Operational Control and Conflict of Orders

1. The Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Sergeant shall respond to incidents which include any
apprehension with injury, area search, accidental bite, injury to Patrol Canine
Handler or PSD.

2. If the Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Sergeant is not present and another supervisor asks
a Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler to deploy their PSD in a manner the Patrol
Canine (K-9) Unit Handler believes is inappropriate, the Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit
Handler shall have the final say on deployment of the PSD.

a. Under no circumstance shall a Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler comply with an
illegal order or one that violates the civil rights of any individual, specifically the
use of excessive force.

5 E. Prohibited Use of a PSD

1. A Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler shall not use their assigned PSD:

a. To assist in civil disturbances or crowd control;

b. To affect the arrest of known highly-intoxicated, feeble, or otherwise
incapacitated or disabled persons(s) who obviously could not escape, resist, or
become an immediate threat to sworn personnel or others;

c. To apprehend individuals experiencing a known behavioral health crisis who
have not committed a felony crime;

d. To apprehend known suicidal individuals who have not committed a felony
crime;

e. To search commercial buildings or schools without clear signs of unauthorized
entry or when no Responsible Party (RP) is present or contacted or when
Sworn personnel cannot make contact with the RP to establish elements of a
crime; or
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f. To engage an individual by directing the PSD to bite the individual if a lower
level of force, that was feasible and deemed safe, could reasonably expect to
control and apprehend the individual.

F. On-Call Status
1. The Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit shall be on-call twenty-four (24) hours per day.

2. Sworn personnel shall request for a Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler through the
Emergency Communications Center (ECC).

a. If there are no Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handlers who are on-duty, an on-duty
supervisor must pre-approve calling out a Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler.
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2-23 USE OF PATROL CANINE (K-9) UNIT

Related SOP(s), Form(s), Other Resource(s), and Rescinded Special Order(s):

A. Related SOP(s)

1-64 Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit (Formerly 6-9)

2-35 Emergency Response Team (ERT) (Formerly 2-29)
2-70 Execution of Search Warrants

2-71 Search and Seizure Wwithout a Warrant

B. Form(s)

None

C. Other Resource(s)

None

D. Rescinded Special Order(s)

None

2-23-1 Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to assist sworn personnel in searching for and locating
individuals suspected of a crime and/or articles associated with a crime with the use of a
Police Service Dog (PSD) to ensure the safety of sworn personnel and individuals.

2-23-2 Policy

It is the policy of the Albuquerque Police Department pekieyHste-(Department) to provide
rules and procedures for Department personnel when to request and stilize-use thek-9-Unit
te-a PSD.

2-23-3 Definitions

A. Apprehension

For the purposes of this policy, any occasion when a PSD is deployed and plays a
clear and documented role in the arrest of an individual. In order to play a clear and
documented role, the handler must articulate the PSD’s role, such as K-9 warnlnq
announcements, hearing the PSD bark, conducting a search-b
andte-track, locating an individual, and/or the arrested individual statlnq that the PSD
influenced their decision to submit to arrest.

B. Deployment
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Any situation where a PSD is used to search for an individual or article or apprehend
an individual associated with a crime whether or not the individual or article is located.

C. Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler

An officer who is certified in the use of a Police Service Dog (PSD), assigned a PSD,
and responsible for the PSD’s care twenty-four (24) hours a day, seven (7) days per
week.

D. Police Service Dog (PSD)

A specially-trained dog assigned to the Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit that meets the
selection standards and certification requirements, consistent with SOP Patrol
Canine (K-9) Unit.

E. Search

When a PSD is deployed into a search area or a commercial or residential structure to
search for, locate, and/or apprehend an individual who is wanted for a crime; to locate
an article associated with a crime; or to use a PSD to ensure that an area or
commercial or residential structure is clear of any individuals who may be hiding from
law enforcement or evading capture.
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GA.

Patrol k-0 Unit Searehes Primary Duties and Responsibilities
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1. The primary duties and responsibilities of the Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit shall include,
but are not limited to:

a. Building searches to locate an individual suspected of committing a felony crime
or an individual suspected of committing a misdemeanor crime who is
concealing themselves in a building and is believed to be armed:;

and shall determine whether their PSD will be muzzled or un-muzzled during the
search after carefully evaluating the following non-exhaustive factors:

a. The time of day or night;
b. Evidence of forced entry:

c. Potential danger to the Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler, other sworn
personnel, e=PSDs, or the public;

d. The type of building, including commercial or residential buildings;

e. The possibility of isresentuninvolved persons inside;

f. The nature of the suspected crime;

g. Information from the RP;

h. Alarm activation information, such as multiple, prior alarm(s), s, camera

intelligence, or a significant delay in the time that has passed since the alarm
was activated; and
i. Any other pertinent investigative information known at the time of the incident.
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4:3. Building Searches
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PSD.

—The Patrol Canlne (K 9) Unit Handler shaII not be
required to respond to requests to conduct a building search if it does not meet
the criteria outlined in this section. The Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler shall
have sole decision-making authority to search a building using their PSD.

i. A Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler may search commercial buildings or
schools with clear signs of unauthorized entry, and for which the RP is
contacted or is present and is willing to prosecute for a crime, or there is an
articulable likelihood that an individual is inside the building.

ii. Before requesting for a PSD to conduct a search of a commercial building,
Field Services Bureau (FSB) sworn personnel shall contact the RP for the
building or shall be present on-scene and be willing to prosecute any
unauthorized individual located in the building for a crime.

1. If FSB sworn personnel cannot contact the RP, the Patrol Canine (K-9)
Unit Handler shall not be called and witkis not required to respond to the
scene.

2. FSB sworn personnel shall place a written notice at the primary access
point for the building, indicating that the building is not secure for entry.

iii. If at any time during the building search and prior to an apprehension, the
unauthorized individual clearly surrenders to arrest without resistance, the
Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler shall immediately recall their PSD and shall
gain control of their PSD to eliminate any potential injury.

iv. If the Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler's PSD makes contact with the
unauthorized individual, they shall direct their PSD to release the individual
as soon as it is safe to do so.
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4. Area Searches

a. A Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler may use their ¥&-8-Units-canPSDs may-be
utilizedused-to rack-a-subjectand-search for asticlesan individual(s) who is
wanted for a felony crime, thatesyaresare =is believed to be concealed within a
perimeter, and ateis refusing to surrender to sworn personnel.

i. After theprimaryofficerthe perimeter is establisheds apesimeteraround the
area to be searched-areaed, they-primary-officer maytreguestfera Patrol
Canine (K-9) Unit Handler shall be requested forassistance—with-to assist
following approval from their on-duty fremthei=supervisor, through the

Emergency Communications Center (s

ii. Sworn personnel %@%Shall remain out of the search area if a Patrol

Canine (K-9) Unit Handler is going to be requested.
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iii. A Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Sergeant shall respond to large-scale area

searches for coordination and operational control purposes.
b. Commercial Building and School Searches

i. A Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler shall deploy their PSD to search a
commercial building or school where a point of forced entry is found or an
individual is believed to be in the commercial building or school.

1. As soon as a point of forced entry is found to the commercial building or
school, the primary officer shall establish a perimeter around the
commercial building or school.

2. The primary officer shall contact the owner/manager of the commercial
business or school to confirm that no one has permission to be inside
prior to requesting a Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler.

3. No one shall be allowed to enter the commercial building or school until
the Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler arrives.

4. When the Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler finds that the perimeter
surrounding the commercial building or school appears secure, they shall
conduct a search using their PSD after:

A. The Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler establishes that there is a
strong possibility that the alarm is valid based upon multiple, prior
alarms, camera intelligence, or a significant delay in the time that has
passed since the alarm was activated:;

B. Any other pertinent investigative information known at the time of the
incident;

C. The Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler determines that it is impractical
to conduct a search by sworn personnel due to the size of the
commercial building, such as a warehouse facility, or school;

D. The owner/manager arrives and requests for the Patrol Canine (K-9)
Unit Handler to conduct a search; and

E. The on-duty supervisor has been notified.

i. A Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Sergeant is not required to be present when the
Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler conducts a search of a commercial building
or school with their PSD.

iv. If the Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler uses their PSD as a force option,
IAFD personnel shall:

1. Respond to the scene; and

2. Be responsible for the reviewing and investigating the use of force
incident.

c. If the PSD injures a wanted individual during a search, the Special Operations

Division (SOD) chain of command shall review the PSD deployment and upload

documentation outlining their review in the Internal Affairs (I1A) database web

application.
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5. Article Searches

Waﬁsa% The Patrol Canlne (K-9) Un|t Handler may use their PSDs ma%ee
ysed-to search for evidence assomated W|th the%e%%%ﬁa =eﬁmefelonv

crime within a specific area -
be-based on articulable facts te%ehe&%that eV|dence is present =

: A request for a Patrol Canlne (K-9)
Un|t Handler to conduct the artlcle search #et%shall be approved %bv an
on-duty superV|sor through the ESE.

&B. Apprehensiea-efding Fleeing erResisting-Subiests|ndividuals

& A Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler may use their &-9-YnitsPSDs ean-be-used

to apprehend persensindividuals who are fleeing esresisting-arrest; when there is
reason-te-believeprobable cause to beI|eve that the se%eetée)wanted |nd|V|duaI has
commltted a felony crime.; €6

C. Individuals Who Barricade Themselves in Vehicles

1. A Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler shall not use their PSD as an extraction tool nor
deploy their PSD on an individual who has barricaded themselves in a vehicle.
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1. The Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Sergeant shall respond to incidents which include any
apprehension with injury, area search, accidental bite, injury to Patrol Canine
Handler or PSD.

If the Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Sergeant is not present and another supervisor asks
a Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler to deploy their PSD in a manner the Patrol
Canine (K-9) Unit Handler believes is inappropriate, the Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit
Handler shall have the final say on deployment of the PSD.

N

a. Under no circumstance shall a Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler comply with an
illegal order or one that violates the civil rights of any individual, specifically the
use of excessive force.

(3}
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E. Prohibited Use of a PSD

1. A Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler shall not use their assigned PSD:

a. To assist in civil disturbances or crowd control;

b. To affect the arrest of known highly-intoxicated, feeble, or otherwise
incapacitated or disabled persons(s) who obviously could not escape, resist, or
become an immediate threat to sworn personnel or others:;

c. To apprehend individuals experiencing a known behavioral health crisis who
have not commltted a felonv crime;

d. To apprehend individuals—aho-are-ves ffiedknown asbeirg-suicidal individuals
ard-who have not committed a felonv crime;

e. To search commercial buildings or schools without clear signs of unauthorized
entry or when no Responsible Party (RP) is present or contacted or when ESB
sSworn personnel cannot make contact are-urablete-centactthewith the RP to
establish elements of a crime; or

f. To engage an individual by directing thei# PSD to bite the individual if a lower
level of force, that was feasible and deemed safe, could reasonably expect to
control and apprehend the individual.

F. On-Call Status

1. The Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit shall be on-call twenty-four (24) hours per day.

2. ESB-sSworn personnel shall request for a Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler through
the Emergency Communications Center (ECC).

a. If there are no Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handlers who are on-duty, an on-duty

supervisor must pre-approve calling out a Patrol Canine (K-9) Unit Handler.
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