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2-23 USE OF K-9 UNIT
Related SOP(s), Form(s), Other Resource(s), and Rescinded Special Order(s):
A. Related SOP(s)
1-64 K-9 Unit (Formerly 6-9)
2-35 Emergency Response Team (ERT) (Formerly 2-29)
2-70 Execution of Search Warrants (Formerly 2-16)
2-71 Search and Seizure without a Warrant (Formerly 2-17)
B. Form(s)
None
C. Other Resource(s)
None

D. Rescinded Special Order(s)

SO 22-05 Amendment to SO 22-05, and Amendment to SOP 2-23 Use of Patrol
Canine (K-9) Unit

2-23-1 Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to guide Field Services Bureau (FSB) personnel andK-9 Unit
Handlers regarding the proper application of a PSD.

2-23-2 Policy

It is the policy of the Albuquerque Police Department (Department) to use the K-9 Unit to
assist with searching buildings for intruders and to track wanted individuals.

N/A | 2-23-3 Definitions

None

6 |2-23-4 Procedures

A. Primary Duties and Responsibilities

1. A K-9 Handler shall be authorized to deploy their police service dog (PSD) for the
following circumstances:

a. To apprehend an individual suspected of committing a felony crime;
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b. To apprehend an individual who poses an immediate threat to the safety of
sworn personnel and others;

c. For officer safety, to conduct searches for an individual suspected of committing
a felony crime when they have concealed themselves from law enforcement or
are actively fleeing; and

d. To conduct building searches to locate individuals suspected of committing a
felony crime or an individual suspected of committing a misdemeanor crime
who is concealing themselves in a building or area and is believed to be armed.

B. Searches
1. Commercial Building and School Searches

a. A K-9 Handler shall search a commercial building or school with clear signs of
unauthorized entry and for which the Reporting Party (RP) has been contacted
and is willing to prosecute for a criminal offense.

N/A b. A K-9 Handler may conduct a search of a commercial building or school when
an unsecured entry point is located for which the RP has been contacted and is
willing to prosecute for a criminal offense.

c. Before FSB personnel request a K-9 Handler to conduct a search of a
commercial building or school, they shall contact the RP for the commercial
building or school and/or shall ensure that the RP is present and willing to
prosecute any unauthorized person who may be inside.

i. If FSB personnel cannot contact the RP, they shall not request the K-9
Handler to respond to the scene.

ii. FSB personnel shall place a written notice at the primary access point for
the commercial building or school, indicating the commercial building or
school is not secure.

d. If, at any time during the search or prior to a PSD apprehension, the
unauthorized individual in the commercial building or school clearly surrenders
to arrest without resistance, the K-9 Handler shall attempt to recall and gain
control of their PSD to eliminate the chance of an injury.

i. If the PSD makes contact with the unauthorized individual in the commercial
building or school, the K-9 Handler shall remove the PSD from the individual
only after the individual is secured and it is safe to do so.

e. Verbal Warnings
i. Prior to the K-9 Handler conducting a search of a commercial building or

school with their PSD, they shall issue verbal warnings.

i. During the search, if the K-9 Handler acquires information suggesting that
an unauthorized individual may be hiding within a specific area of the
commercial building or school, they shall attempt to give additional verbal
warnings.

i. If the commercial building or school that is being searched is large or has
multiple levels, the K-9 Handler shall give additional verbal warnings at each
level of the commercial building or school.
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N/A

N/A

N/A

iv. If the K-9 Handler determines that issuing verbal warnings presents an
articulable threat to the safety of sworn personnel on the search team, they
shall thoroughly document the facts in their Uniform Incident Report.

2. Area Searches

a. K-9 Handlers may be used to track an individual in an outdoor area.

b. None K-9 Unit sworn personnel shall remain out of the area to prevent
contamination if a K-9 Unit is to be used.

c. The K-9 Handler shall be called to the scene of an incident as quickly as
possible while the individual’s scent is still fresh.

d. A K-9 Unit supervisor shall respond to large-scale area searches for
coordination and operational control.

3. Article Searches

a. K-9 Units may be used to search for articles associated with tracking an
individual in the area where a crime has occurred.

4. If the PSD injures an individual during a search, the Special Operations Division
(SOD) chain of command shall:

a. Review the PSD deployment; and
b. Upload documentation outlining their review in the internal Affairs (1A) database
web application.

. A K-9 Unit supervisor shall respond to large-scale area searches for coordination and

operational control.

a. A K-9 Unit supervisor shall not be required to be present when a K-9 Handler
searches a commercial building or school with their PSD.

. If the K-9 Handler uses their PSD as a force option, Department personnel shall

review and investigate the incident, consistent with the SOP Use of Force: Review and
Investigation by Department Personnel (refer to SOP Use of Force: Review and
Investigation by Department Personnel for sanctions classification and additional
duties).

. If the PSD injures an individual during a search, the Special Operations Division (SOD)

chain of command shall review the PSD deployment and upload documentation
outlining their review in the IA database web application.

. Operational Control and Conflict of Orders
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1. The K-9 Unit Sergeant shall assume operational control of any situation requiring
the deployment of the Police Service Dogs (PSD).

a. In the absence of the K-9 Sergeant, a Tactical Section Supervisor shall be
contacted.

2. If the K-9 Unit Sergeant is not present and a K-9 Handler is requested by another
supervisor to deploy their PSD in a manner that the K-9 Handler feels is
inappropriate, they shall:

a. Inform the supervisor of the concern and state their reasons;
b. Contact a Tactical Section Supervisor; and
c. Have ultimate authority over when to deploy a PSD.

3. Under no circumstance shall a K-9 Handler comply with an order that they know is
illegal, violates the civil rights of any individual, or is in violation of the Use of Force
Policy.

4. If the K-9 Handler is participating in a full tactical activation, the authority to deploy
the PSD resides with the Tactical Commander or their designee.

a. When the tactical section is activated for crowd control situations, civil
disturbances, and/or riots, K-9 Handlers shall not deploy with their PSD as a
force option. However, this does not preclude K-9 Handlers from being used for
other tasks at the discretion of the Tactical Commander.

G. Prohibited Use of a PSD
1. K-9 Handlers shall not use their assigned PSD:

a. To assist in a civil disturbance or crowd control;

b. To affect the arrest of a known highly intoxicated, feeble, or otherwise
incapacitated or disabled person(s) who obviously cannot escape, resist, or
become an immediate threat to sworn personnel or others;

c. To apprehend individuals experiencing a known behavioral health crisis who
have not committed a felony crime;

d. To apprehend known suicidal individuals who have not committed a felony
crime;

e. To search commercial buildings or schools without clear signs of unauthorized
entry or when no Reporting Party is present or contacted to establish elements
of a crime.

2. Using a PSD as a tactic may range from the simple presence of the PSD to a less
lethal force option.

a. A K-9 Handler shall not deploy their PSD merely because it is an available
option.
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N/A

N/A

3.

b. K-9 Handlers shall consider the reasonableness of other use of force options
before deploying the PSD.

c. As a use of force option, the deployment of a PSD must be objectively
reasonable given the facts and circumstances confronting the K-9 Handler and
consistent with SOP Use of Force: General (refer to SOP Use of Force: General
for sanction classifications and additional duties.)

d. A K-9 Handler who uses a PSD as a use of force must use the minimum
amount of force that is reasonable, necessary, and proportional based on the
totality of the circumstances confronting the officer in order to bring about a
lawful objective.

e. Based upon the totality of the circumstances, the K-9 Handler shall have the
discretion of deploying the PSD with or without a muzzle or on or off-lead.

f. Before deploying the PSD, the K-9 Handler must evaluate the following factors,
taking into consideration the safety of community members, sworn personnel,
and the individual:

i. The severity of the crime(s) at issue:

ii. Whether the individual poses an immediate threat to the safety of the officer
or others;

iii. Whether the individual is actively resisting arrest or attempting to evade
arrest by flight; and

iv. All other factors that must be considered pursuant to the Use of Force
SOPs.

When the K-9 Handler uses their PSD as a force option, Department Personnel
shall review and investigate the incident consistent with the SOP Use of Force:
Review and investigation by Department Personnel (refer to SOP Use of Force:
Review and Investigation by Department Personnel for sanctions classification and
additional duties).
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N/A

[op}

2-23 USE OF SGANINE-K-9 UNIT

Related SOP(s), Form(s), Other Resource(s), and Rescinded Special Order(s):

A. Related SOP(s)

1-64 K-9 Unit (Formerly 6-9)

2-35 Emergency Response Team (ERT) (Formerly 2-29)
2-70 Execution of Search Warrants (Formerly 2-16)

2-71 Search and Seizure without a Warrant (Formerly 2-17)

B. Form(s)

None

C. Other Resource(s)

None

D. Rescinded Special Order(s)

SO 22-05 Amendment to SO 22-05, and Amendment to SOP 2-23 Use of Patrol
Canine (K-9) Unit

2-23-1 Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to guide Field Services Bureau (FSB) personnel andK-9 Unit
Handlers regarding the proper application of a PSD. —=

2-23-24 Policy

It is the policy of the Albuguergue Police Department (Department)-pekey is-to use the -K-9
Unit to assist with searching buildings for intruders and to track wanted individuals.

2-23-3 Definitions

None

2-23-4 Procedures

A. Primary Duties and Responsibilities
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1. A K-9 UnitHandler shall be authorized to deploy their police service dog (PSD)
mfor the following circumstances:

1 TTo apprehend an individual suspected of committing a felony

individualscrime;

Q

= To apprehend an individuals who poses an immediate threat to the
safety of efficerssworn personnel and others;

c. e—For officer safety, to conduct searches for an feleayindividual suspected

of committing a felony crimess whenge they iadividualhashave concealed
themselves from law enforcement or isare actively fleeing; and

—FefT0 conduct =

3—d——bBuilding searches to locate individuals suspestedsuspected of
committing a felony crime or an individual suspected of committing a

misdemeanor crime who is concealing themselves in a building or area and is
believed to be armed.

i

i

B. Searches

1. Commercial Building and School Searches

d a. A K-9 Handler shall search a commercial building or school with clear signs of
unauthorized entry and for which the Reporting Party (RP) has been contacted
and is willing to prosecute for a criminal offense.

N/A b. A K-9 Handler may conduct a search of a commercial building or school when
an unsecured entry point is located for which the RP has been contacted and is
willing to prosecute for a criminal offense.

c. Before FSB personnel request a K-9 Handler to conduct a search of a
commercial building or school, they shall contact the RP for the commercial
building or school and/or shall ensure that the RP _is present and willing to
prosecute any unauthorized person who may be inside.

i. If ESB personnel cannot contact the RP, they shall not request the K-9
Handler to respond to the scene.

ii. FSB personnel shall place a written notice at the primary access point for
the commercial building or school, indicating the commercial building or
school is not secure.

d. If, at any time during the search or prior to a PSD apprehension, the
unauthorized individual in the commercial building or school clearly surrenders
to arrest without resistance, the K-9 Handler shall attempt to recall and gain
control of their PSD to eliminate the chance of an injury.
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i. If the PSD makes contact with the unauthorized individual in the commercial
building or school, the K-9 Handler shall remove the PSD from the individual
only after the individual is secured and it is safe to do so.

e. Verbal Warnings

i. Prior to the K-9 Handler conducting a search of a commercial building or
school with their PSD, they shall issue verbal warnings.

i. During the search, if the K-9 Handler acquires information suggesting that
an unauthorized individual may be hiding within a specific area of the
commercial building or school, they shall attempt to give additional verbal
warnings.

iii. _If the commercial building or school that is being searched is large or has
multiple levels, the K-9 Handler shall give additional verbal warnings at each
level of the commercial building or school.

iv. If the K-9 Handler determines that issuing verbal warnings presents an
articulable threat to the safety of sworn personnel on the search team, they
shall thoroughly document the facts in their Uniform Incident Report.
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2. Area Searches

—K-9 Handlers Ygaitseanmay be utiizedsed to track an individual in thean
outdoor area. h fo ialo Ncintad

a.
i None K-9 Unit sworn personnel sheuidall remain out of the area to
prevent contamination if a K-9 Unit is

#——t0 be usedtilized.

lon

H;The K-9 Handlerbait shegldall be called to the scene of an incident as quickly
as possible while the

ie;ﬂndividual’s scent is still fresh.
[

—A K-9 Unit supervisor shall respond to large-scale area searches for
coordination and operational control.

|f—"—

3. Article Searches
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N/A

N/A

a. K-9 Units eaamay be used to search for articles associated with tracking thean
individual in the area where a crime has occurred.

4. If the PSD injures an individual during a search, the Special Operations Division
(SOD) chain of command shall:

a. +Review the PSD deployment; and
b. #Upload documentation outlining their review in the internal Affairs (1A)

database web application.

C. A K-9 Unit supervisor shall respond to large-scale area searches for coordination and
operational control.

a. A K-9 Unit supervisor shall not be required to be present when a K-9-Uait
Handler searches a commercial building or school with their PSD.

D. If the K-9 Handler uses their PSD as a force option, Department personnel shall

review and investigate the incident, consistent with the SOP Use of Force: Review and
Investigation by Department Personnel (refer to SOP Use of Force: Review and
Investigation by Department Personnel for sanctions classification and additional

duties).

E. If the PSD injures an individual during a search, the Special Operations Division (SOD)
chain of command shall review the PSD deployment and upload documentation
outlining their review in the |IA database web application.

F. Operational Control and Conflict of Orders

1. The K-9 Unit Sergeant shaw#ll assume operational control of any situation requiring
the deployment of the Police Service Dogs (PSD).

a. In the absence of the K-9 Sergeant, a Tactical Section Supervisor shawll be
contacted.

2. If the K-9 Unit Sergeant is not present and a K-9 Handler is requested by another
supervisor to deploy histhettheir PSD in a manner that the K-9 Handler feels is
inappropriate ,—the-Handlet they shall:
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lon

a. IwitHinform the supervisor of thise concern and state their reasons$feshisthet
concern and

b. eContact a Tactical Section Supervisor; and=

c. Have Yultimate authority teover when to deploy a Pelice-SericeDBeg-PSD.

Under no circumstance shay#ll a K-9 Handler comply with an order that heishethey

knows te-beis illegal,=et violates the civil rights of any individual, or is in violation of
the Use of Force Policy.

If the K-9 Handler is participating in a full tactical activation, the authority to deploy

the Pelise-Sepdce-BegPSD resides with the TFactical CE&ommander or histhettheir

designee.

a. When the tFactical sSection is activated for crowd control situations, civil
disturbances, and/or riots, K-9 Handlers shaw#ll not deploy with their pelice
sepce-doegsPSD as a force option. However, this does not preclude K-9
Handlers from being utiizedsed for other tasks at the discretion of the Tactical
Commander.

G. Prohibited Use of a PSD

1. K-9 UnitHandlers shall not use their assigned PSD:

a. To assistin a civil disturbance or crowd control;

b. To affect the arrest of a known highly intoxicated, feeble, or otherwise
incapacitated or disabled person(s) who obviously cannot escape, resist, or
become an immediate threat to sworn personnel or others:

c. To apprehend individuals experiencing a known behavioral health crisis who
have not committed a felony crime;

d. To apprehend known suicidal individuals who have not committed a felony
crime;

e. To search commercial buildings or schools without clear signs of unauthorized
entry= or when no Reporting Party is present or contacted to establish elements
of a crime.

2. UsingYse-ofthe a PSD as a tactic may range from the simple presence of the PSD

N/A

to a less lethal force option.

a. A K-9 kHandler smayshall not deploy kis-eshetrtheir PSD merely because it is an
available option.

b. K-9 Handlers shall consider the reasonableness of other use of force options
before deploying the PSD.

c. As a use of force option, the deployment of a PSD must be objectively
reasonable given the facts and circumstances confronting the K-9 RHandler and

-6-
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N/A

3.

consistent with SOP =Use of Force: General (refer to SOP Use of Force:—
General for sanction classifications and additional duties.)=

d. A K-9 BHandler gsiagwho uses a PSD as a use of force must use the minimum
amount of force that is reasonable, necessary, and proportional based on the
totality of the circumstances confronting the officer in order to bring about a

lawful objective.

: Based upon the totality of the cwcumstances the K-9
hHandIer sha¥#|| have the discretion of deploying the PSD with or without a
muzzle or on or off-lead.

——Before deploying the PSD, the K-9 RHandler must evaluate the following
factors, taking into consideration the safety of eihaascommunity members,
sworn personneleffisets, and the suspestesindividual:

f.

i. The severity of the crime(s) at issue:

ii. _Whether the suspestindividual poses an immediate threat to the safety of
the officer or others;

iii. Whether the suspestindividual is actively resisting arrest or attempting to
evade arrest by flight; and

iv. All other factors that must be considered pursuant to the Use of Force
SOPs.

When the K 9 Handler uses thelr PSD as a force option, {thelK-9-Unit Handler

eoptien—Department Personnel shall review and
investigate the |nC|dent conS|stent with the SOP Use of Force: Review and
investigation by Department Personnel (refer to SOP Use of Force: Review and
Investigation by Department Personnel for sanctions classification and additional

duties).s
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