ALBUQUERQUE POLICE DEPARTMENT
PROCEDURAL ORDERS

SOP 2-11 OPA Draft

2-11  USE OF TIRE DEFLATION DEVICES
Related SOP(s): ]
2-45 Pursuit by Motor Vehicle,

AN

2-11-1___—Purpose

The purpose of tire deflation devices canmay be used in proactive situations to prevent an
offender from fleeing the scene in a vehicle, or in reactive situations to stop a fleeing vehicle.
Tire deflation devices must be used in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions,
departmental training, departmental policy, and/or the directions of supervisory personnel.
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2-11-2  Policy

It the policy of the Albugquerque Police Department (Department) to establish procedures, use+—
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2-11-3

Definitions

A. Certified Officer,

Any officer who has received Department approved training is certified in the use of a
tire deflation device.
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B. Tire deflation device (TDD),

NSNS

4

—A device that utilizes sharp, hollow spikes to [penetrate\ the tires of a vehicle. The
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spikes remain in the tire(s) of the vehicle, allowing air to pass through the spikes for a
rapid and controlled deflation of the tires.
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classified as a violent felony, reckless driver, DWI, etc.). In situations such as
these, the use of a tire deflation device would be permitted, with a supervisor's
authorization, to slow the vehicle, increase safety to the public and allow for
apprehension. In determining whether to utilize a tire deflation device, the officer
must balance the totality of the circumstances and the need for apprehension
against the potential risks to the certifieddepleying officer, the public, and the
fleeing subject.

3- k*{ Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.75", No bullets or numbering ]
D. The tire deflation device shallwill not be useddepleyed on two or three wheeled «*W{ Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.25" Tab stops: -1.25", List tab }
vehicles unless the use of deadly force is justified. *+ Notat -1
B: k*{ Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.5", No bullets or numbering ]
2315 2-11-5- -Use Considerations ] Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 12 pt, Bold ]
Formatted: Normal, No bullets or numbering ]
+A.  The use of atire deflation device in an attempt to stop a fleeing motor vehicle, “_| { Formatted: Font: (Defauit) Arial, 12 pt, Bold ]
or prevent a stationary vehicle from fleeing, is considered a seizure under the 4th Formatted: Outline numbered + Level: 1 + Numbering
Style: A, B, C, ... + Start at: 1 + Alignment: Left + Aligned at:
Amendment. 0.25" + Tab after: 0.5" + Indent at: 0.5"




ALBUQUERQUE POLICE DEPARTMENT
PROCEDURAL ORDERS

SOP 2-11 OPA Draft

2:B. Motor vehicle pursuits are inherently dangerous and attempts by officers to
bring a pursuit to a safe conclusion, including the usedeployment of tire deflation
devices, carry with them additional risks and dangers. In order to reduce the risks to
officers usingdeploying a tire deflation device, the following safety issues should be
considered:
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2. Maintain communications with the certifieddeploying officer.
b-

3. Pursuing officers will decrease vehicle speed as they approach the tire deflation
device-depleyment location and proceed cautiously through the-depleyment area.
€

—1In the event the tire deflation device has not been removed from the roadway,
officers involved in the pursuit should continue driving over the system. Do not
attempt to swerve or come to an abrupt stop.

4.

B. [6-7|—2CertifiedDeploying Officers

= o )

1. Notify the supervisor andlor-Cemmunications-of the usedeploymentdepleyment of
a tire deflation device and the-depleyment location.
&

2. Ensure that they communicate with the pursuing officers the exact location of the
planned tire deflation device-deployment.
b:

3. Monitor radio transmissions of the ongoing pursuit.
&

4. Determine whether the totality of the circumstances justifiesy the utilization of a
tire deflation device under thoese circumstances.

C. ——3—Reporting requirements

1. CertifiedBeploying officers will complete a report when a vehicle has
struckdeeumenting-their-usedeployment-of the tire deflation device(s).

&
2. A supervisor will review-all-relatedensure a report_is completeds when a tire

!\J

deflation-devicevehicle has struck a tire deflation device.

D. 4-Training

1. All officers who are wanting to become certified in a particular tire deflation device
must complete the required training for the device prior to being issued the device
and prior to using the device.

a2.

Onlv certlfled oﬁlcers are aIIowed to be |ssued a tlre deﬂatlon device and utilize
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