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1-91 TACTICAL EMERGENCY MEDICAL SUPPORT (TEMS)
Related SOP(s), Form(s), Other Resource(s), and Rescinded Special Order(s):
A. Related SOP(s)
1-92 Spgcial Weapons and Tactics (Formerly 6-8) (Currently Specialized Tactical
2-3 IL:Jirr]gzrms and Ammunition Authorization
3-31 Physical Fitness Assessment
B. Form(s)
None
C. Other Resource(s)
None
D. Rescinded Special Order(s)
None

1-91-1 Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to outline the requirements for providing medical interventions
that protect the health and safety of all people through TEMS Unit operations.

1-91-2 Policy
It is the policy of the Albuquerque Police Department (Department) to use Tactical

Emergency Medical Support (TEMS) Unit personnel during critical incidents where a threat to
life is present.

N/A | 1-91-3 Definitions

None

7 |11-91-4 Rules and Responsibilities

A. Chain of Command and Composition

1. The TEMS Unit shall be comprised of a medical director/physician, one supervisor,
and EMT-B or above certified officers.

N/A a. TEMS Unit sworn personnel may work as a collateral duty officer in the TEMS
Unit based on the needs of the Department.
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2. Medical Director

a. The Medical Director for the TEMS Unit shall:
i. Be a board-certified emergency medicine physician who has completed an

Emergency Medicine residency training program and fellowship;

ii. Respond to call-outs;

iii. Attend training days when available

iv. Be available for direction either in-person or over a Department-issued
cellular telephone; and

v. Provide both direct and indirect care while functioning as the onsite Medical

Control and Emergency Physician (MCEP).

1. When working as the MCEP, the Medical Director shall coordinate with
local emergency medical services (EMS) and fire services personnel to
provide safe and effective care to those individuals that are injured
during tactical activations.

3. TEMS Unit sworn personnel shall:

a. At a minimum, maintain a current EMT-B license;

b. Maintain a current State of New Mexico Law Enforcement Instructor
Certification;

c. Follow Bernalillo County EMS protocols; and

d. Meet the requirements of the Medical Director.

6 B. Training

1. TEMS Unit sworn personnel shall:

a. Attend monthly, specialized training or any other training as directed by the
Division Commander; and
b. Once a year, participate in the Department-mandated physical fithess
assessment to ensure they meet the minimum performance requirements,
consistent with SOP Physical Fitness Assessment.
i. TEMS Unit sworn personnel shall be allowed to re-test within one (1) month
of failing a physical fithess assessment.
ii. If TEMS Unit sworn personnel do not pass the physical fithess assessment
within one (1) month of re-testing, they shall be removed from the TEMS
Unit, unless there is a documented injury.

6 C. Uniforms

1. The Commander over the TEMS Unit shall determine the appropriate uniform for
TEMS Unit personnel.

2. Collateral TEMS Unit sworn personnel shall wear the uniform designated for their
regular assignment when not acting in a TEMS Unit capacity, unless their
immediate supervisor approves of them wearing the TEMS Unit uniform.
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D. TEMS Unit Sworn Personnel Responsibilities

1. TEMS Unit sworn personnel shall abide by the rules set forth in this Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP).

a. Any violation of the rules shall result in disciplinary action and/or removal from
the TEMS Unit.

2. TEMS Unit sworn personnel shall not:

a. Be the primary responding officer for a call for service when medical
interventions, beyond basic assessments of life, are performed and criminal
charges are present, so that criminal investigations are not compromised by
medical privacy laws;

i. When two TEMS Unit officers are the only officers on scene, one may retain
the role of primary officer when the situation allows.

b. Be used as part of the entry team during tactical activations or as supplemental
personnel during tactical activations; or

5 c. Discuss mission assignment details with Department personnel who are not

assigned to the TEMS Unit beyond what is required to provide adequate

medical care for patients.
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1-91 TACTICAL EMERGENCY MEDICAL SUPPORT (TEMS)2
SRECIALZED TACHCALUNES

Related SOP(s¥), Form(s), Other Resource(s), and Rescinded Special Order(s):

A. Related SOP(s)

1-92 Special Weapons and Tactics (Formerly 6-8) (Currently Specialized
Tactical Units

2-3  Firearms and Ammunition Authorization

3-31 Physical Fitness Assessment

B. Form(s)

None

C. Other Resource(s)

None

D. Rescinded Special Order(s)

None

1-912-1 Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to_outline the requirements for prowdlnqe medlcal mterventlons
that #a%protect the health and safety forof all persenspeople 8
through TEMS Unit operations. =

1-912-2 Policy

It is the policy of the Albuquerque Police Department (Department) to gtiizeuse Tactical
Emergency Medical Support (TEMS)%H Un|t Qe#ﬁee%personnel durlnq crltlcal |nC|dents
where a threat to Ilfe is present : ;

N/A | 1-912-3 Definitions
A- None
7 |1-912-444

Responsibilities
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N/A

1. The TEMS Unit walishall be comprised of a medical director/physician, one

supervisor, and EMT-B or above certified officers.

a. TEMS Unit sworn personnel may work as a be-collateral duty officer in the
TEMS Unit: based on the needs of the Department.

2. Medical Director

a. The Medical Dlrector for the TEMS »M#Unlt shall:
i. bBea iedboard-certified emergency medicine
physician who has completed an Emerqencv Medlcme reS|dencv tralnlnq

program and —feIIowshlp Emergeney -
pikRespond to call-outs;

%eh—aAttend tralnlnq days when available

iv. Be available for direction either in-person or over a Department-issued

cellular telephone; and

. spProvide both direct and indirect care while

functioning as the onsite Medical Control and Emergency Physician

(MCEP).

1. When working as the MCEP, Fthe Medical Director-wher-werking-asthe
MCEP willshall coordinate with local emergency medical services (EMS)
and fire services personneleMSHire-Sepdices to provide safe and
effective care to those individuals that are injured during tactical
activations




ALBUQUERQUE POLICE DEPARTMENT
GENERAL ORDERS

SOP 1-91 (Currently 1-92) P&P Draft 05/04/2022

b. Marntarn a current State of New Mexico Law Enforcement Instructor
Certification; =

c. Follow Bernalillo County EMS pRrotocols; and=

d. Meet the requrrements of the Medlcal Dlrectorel=

B. Training

1. TEMS Unit sworn personnel shall:
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a. Attend monthly, specialized training or any other training as directed by the
SpesialOperations-Division ££9B)-Commander; and

b. Once a year, : participate in the Department-
mandated:s phvslcal fltness assessment to ensure thateach-officerthey meets
the thresheldminimum performance requirements, consistent with SOP
Physical Fithess Assessment. =

TEMS Unit sworn personnel shall be allowed to re-test within one (1) month
of failing a physical fithess assessment.

i. If TEMS Unit sworn personnel do not & ; lspass the
physical fithess assessment within oneQ month of re- testlnq they shall be
removed from the TEMS Unit, unless there is a documented injury.

-Uniforms

1. The Commander over the tae-TEMS Unit= shall determines the appropriate uniform
for TEMS Unit personnel.
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2. Collateral TEMS Unit sworn personneleffisets shall wearwhete the uniform
designated for their reqular assignment when not acting in a TEMS Unit capacity,
unless their immediate superwsor approves of them %h%#ea%ﬁ%eaéwearlnq the
TEMS Unit uniform=s= ;

D. TEMS Unit Sworn Personnel Responsibilities

A=TEMS Unit R ibiliiessworn personnel shall z

1. Aabide by the rules set forth in this Standard Operating Procedure (SOP).

a. Any violation of the rules shall result in disciplinary action aad#etand/or removal
from the TEMS Unit.
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2. TEMS Unit sworn personnel walishall not:

7 a. FakepamanBe the primary responding officer for eathe-EESa call for service
when medical interventions, beyond basic assessments of life, are performed
and criminal charges are present, so that criminal investigations are not
compromised by medical privacy laws:=
i. When two TEMS Unit officers are the only officers on scene, one may retain

the role of primary officer when the situation allows.

6-b. Bbe used as part of the entry team during S¥WAJ=tactical activations or

as supplemental personnel durlng tactlcal actlvatlons—, or J;EM%%
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5
dDiscuss mission assignment details with

Degartmen personnel Who are not assigned to the theteamTEMS Unit; beyond
what is required to provide adequate medical care for patients.

N/A

.

6

9

7
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