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N/A

1-80 PRISONER TRANSPORT UNIT

Related SOP(s), Form(s), Other Resource(s), and Rescinded Special Order(s):

A. Related SOP(s)

2-3  Firearms and Ammunition Authorization

2-5  Use of Police Vehicles

2-8 Use of On-Body Recording Devices

2-52 Use of Force-General

2-82 Restraints and Transportation of Individuals

B. Form(s)

Daily Inspection Log Form

C. Other Resource(s)

Occupational Health and Safety Administration (OSHA) RequlationsStandards

D. Rescinded Special Order(s)

1-80-1 Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to provide a safe and secure transportation environment for
sworn personneletieers as well as for persens-individuals in custody or in transit to the
Metropolitan Detention Center (MDC) or other destination and to ensure public safety while
controlling the custody of individuals in the custody of policepHseners.

1-80-2 Policy

It is the policy of the Albuguerque Police Department (Department) to ensure the supervision
of prisoner transportation activities is in accordance with the Department’s Standard
Operating Procedures (SOP) and Occupational Health and& Safety Administration (OSHA)
standardsrequlations.

Nothing in this policy prohibits the transport of in-custody individualspsserers from other
agencies when approved by a Prisoner Transport Unit (PTU) supervisor. Fae-PTU efficers
personnel shall support arresting efficers-and-detestives-sworn personnel by relieving them of
transporting persons in custody to the Metropolitan Detention Center (MDC) or other
destinations.
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B-A. Law Enforcement Area (LEA)

A secured area at a detention center where inmates are either booked into,
transferred, or released from.

B. Prisoner Transport Center (PTC)

A substation used for the temporary detention of in-custody individuals.

C. Prisoner Transport Unit (PTU)

The Department Unit responsible for the transport of in-custody individuals to a
detention facility.

D. Tyvekx Suit (Bunny Suit)

A fabric coverall suit that is worn to protect other in-custody individuals, and
Department personnel from contamination from bodily fluids and other hazardous
contaminants.

1-80-45 Rules and Responsibilities

A. The PTU Supendsers-Supervisor shall:
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1. ShallkeEnsure PTU transpert-efficerspersonnel report for duty at the time and place
required by assignment or order and shall be physically and mentally fit to perform
their dutiess;

2. SupepsisersshallbBe required to maintain adequate staffing levels for basic
PrisenerTranspert-CenterPTU operations and all hospital guard--duty

assignmentss;

21. a=EvSergeants-every week PTU shalsergeants shall review the
vacation books and review any leave of absences to forecast any overtime
necessary to maintain adequate staffing levels;=

3. SSupenrvsersshaleEnsure PTU personnel areis in a serviceable uniform with all
of their issued duty belt equipment and On-Body Recording Device (OBRD) so
they may immediately assume their dutiess;

sConduct a briefing with PTU theiteam-members

Qersonnel and communlcate necessary Department information and safety
instructions, including pertinent information that needs to be relayed from prior
shiftss;

6-5. PFY-supepssersshallkEeEnsure that the PTCE is inspected at the beginning of
their shifts;

6. PFJ-supepdsorsshallEeFnsure transport vans are inspected at the beginning of
their shift, at the end of each run to the transport location and at the end of the last
shifts;

1. The PTU superwsor shall a=e£nsure the daily mspectlon log is
completed every day;# v

5 8.7. PFd-supepssersshallEeEnsure high-risk in-custody individualspriserers
accepted at the- PTC who have current escape charges, is-are a US Marshal’s in-
custody individualpsseret, or haves a history of escaping or fleeing from the
custody of law enforcement, shall be properly leg shackled during the temporary
detainment at the PTC and during the-transport to the detention facility.=

6 B. The Hospital Guard Duty Superssers-Supervisor shall ensure that hospital guard duty

assignments are managed by PTU #anspertetficerspersonnel assigned to the
Hhospital Gguard Déuty Teteam.

HD




ALBUQUERQUE POLICE DEPARTMENT
GENERAL ORDERS

SOP 1-80 OPA Draft 02/24/2021

B-C. -Posting of PTU O#fieersPersonnel

1. There shall be PTU ar-efficerpersonnel present at the admissions desk if there are
in-custody individualsprserers present inside any of the holding cells at the PTC.

1.2. PTU Sffieers-pRPersonnel shall be within line of sight supervision, maintaining a
constant visual of in-custody individualsthepriserers, and be able to operate the
electronic door controls.

N/A 2.3.There shall be a minimum of-atdeast two (2) PTU PTUpersennelpersonnel present
at the PTC during operating hours when prserers-in-custody individuals are being
processed or secured in the holding cells.

N/A | &D. Admissions Process at the PTC

6 1. Prseners-|a-Custedyindividuals who are in custody shatkare to be staged away
from the admissions desk in the entrance foyer on the stainless steel benchess,
and are to remain in the aFhe-arresting sworn personneleticershall maintain
control and custody efthe-pHserer=until the admissions process is complete.

i

2. PHdpersennelPTU personnel walkhave the discretion to accept only Department

in-custody individualspriseress.

3. The on-duty supervisors shalkhave the discretion to accept praseners-in-custody
individuals without the completed arrest documents ferom:

a. Offieers-Sworn personnel who use the PTC breathalyzers; and=
b. Sworn personnel Sffieers-who are completing their investigation and need to
use the PTC computers to complete their arrest documents.

I~
Ea

All individualsp#rsenress in =custody must remain handcuffed behind their backs
while at the PTC unless there is a valid medical illness or concern.

5. PHseners-Individuals who are in =custody who have been checked and cleared by
the Albuquerque Fire Rescue, and Albuquerque Ambulance still requires a medical
doctor’s clearance before being admitted into the PTC.

6. Any pHsererindividual who is in =custody whotkat has soiled clothing from vomit,
urine, feces or other unknown substances shall not be accepted unless the
prisererin-custody individual is wearing a Tyvek “bunny suit” coverall over their
clothing.

a. A¥ae=arresting sworn personnelefiieer shall be responsible for directing the
prisererindividuals in =custody to place the Tyveks suit over their attire-clothing
before the pHsererin-custody individual is accepted. Any prsenerindividual in =

-4-
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I~

custody who does not comply with pettirg-placing the FyaexTyvek suit over
their clothing shawill need to be transported to the MDC by the the-arresting
sworn personneleficet.

7. AFhearresting sworn personnelefieer shall conduct a thorough pat-down and

B:E.

=

search of the ptsererindividuals in =custody at the admissions counter, removing
all property and items (i.e., wallet, jewelry, etc.) from the pHsenrerindividual in =
custody, and place#ag- the items them-on the counter to be inventoried by tae-PTU
admissiens-efficerpersonnel.

—=Sworn personnel shall check all Pprosthetics, medical wraps, and bandages w4l
be-checked-for contraband.
1

Prisoner Transport Medical Guidelines

Arresting effieers-sworn personnel shall arrange transportation for in-custody
individualspHseners having rer-emergensy-medical issues and shall maintain
custody of the pHsererin-custody individual until the pHsererin-custody individual
is cleared for processing at the PTC after acquiring a medical doctor’s clearance.

Prseners-In-custody individuals refused by MDC medical personnel shawill be
returned to the custody ofthe- arresting efficer=sworn personnel to obtain a medical
clearance or for hospital admittance.

Management of Rrseners-In-Custody Individuals at the PTC

All_PTU RPFd-personnel shall:

a. Maintain line of sight supervision with praseraers-in-custody individuals at all
timess;
b. Escort praseners-in-custody individuals to the restroom and water fountains;
i.  PHseners-In-custody individuals using the bathroom shall be handcuffed in

front; and-
#=——PTU O#fieers-personnel shall have the discretion to remove handcuffs, if
necessary;s

.

c. Only secure pHseners-in-custody individuals to approved immovable objects
that are designed and intended for this purposes (i.e., bars, rings, leg restraints
fixed into floor, etc.)=; and

d. Ensure the safety of prserers-in-custody individuals during any emergency that

may occur while in custody= (Ssee posted emergency evacuation procedures).

. PTU personnel shaII not detain or transport fEemales and male_in-custody

individualss A eg-together in the same holding

cells or vehicle prisoner compartments
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N/A

N/A

N/A

procedures and gwdellnes consistent with
ée%all Degartmen SOPS

2. PBrseners-In-cEustody individuals who are akeady-in custody at the PTC whothat
become disorderly, combative, or threaten the safety of other prseress-in-custody
individuals shall be refused and returned to the custody of the arresting efficer
sworn personnel or their designee.

3—The en-duty-superdserPTU supervisor shall beis responsible for authorizing
additional restraints.

3. Belligerent and verbally disruptive passeners-in-custody individuals whothat are not
a danger to themselves, another prsenrerin-custody individual, or any other faw
enfercementefficersworn personnel shall be isolated, monitored, and supervised.

G=H. Transporting PrsenersIn-Custody Individuals

1. PTU pRPTd-personnel shall:

1. -Ddetermine when to initiate the movement of pHserers-in-custody individuals
from the holding cells to the transport vehicles;
—

2. PTUpersennelshallsStop all other admissions processes during the
movement of pasenrers-in-custody individuals to the transport van;

2—Ensure =

3. tFhe areas in front of the holding cells and the loading areas sustremain clear
during the movement of prsenrersin-custody individuals;
3—

4. PTUpersennelshallmMake sure that the exterior areas around the transport
vans and the PTC have been checked and secured before the in-custody
individualp#serer's movement; and

4—

5. If there is not adequate staffing to safely load in-custody individuals, request to
have sworn personnel respond to assist temporarily.

5.2. Each p#senrerin-custody individual shall be physically escorted one (1) at a
time to the transport van.
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6 3. When multiple pHserersin-custody individuals, £€£more than three_(3) need to be
transported, a minimum of two (2) &anrspereffieersPTU personnel shall be utilized.

1. Sergeants-PTU supervisors have the discretion to add additional effieers
PTU personnel to the transport as necessary to maintain the safe and secure
transportation of all pHserersin-custody individuals.

7 Hl. MDC Arrival and Booking Process

1. Upon arrival to MDC, the-trarspertteamPTU personnel shall notify Bepartment
dispatehthe Emergency Communications Center (ECC) when they have arrived

and shaw4ll transmit their ending mileage. Transportation of individuals shall be
consistent with SOP Restraints and Transportation of Individuals.

N

. FaetransperteamPTU personnel shall park the transport vehicle in the parking
spaces nearest to the Law Enforcement Area (LEA) entrance doors so thatthe rear
doors of the prisoner compartment doors are facing the LEA entrance doors.

3—Before opening any of the transport vehicle prisoner compartment doors, the
transpertteamPTU personnel shaw4ll =

3. Eensure the LEA sally port and main exterior gates, £entrance and exit,} are

secured.
&
N/A 4. The transpertofficersPTU personnel shawll process each prsenrerin-custody

individual through the MDC pre-booking process.

7 +J. Escapes

1. Inthe event an individualef ar-escapes from being in custody, the-transpes
efficerPTU personnel shall:

a. Immediately notify Bepartmentdispatchthe ECC of the escapes;
b. Provide the physical description and, if possible, charges of the escapee to

dispatchs;_and
c. Provide the exact location and the direction of travel of the escapee.

2. If the individual escapes-eeetfs indusng transit to the MDC, PTU personnel shall:

w#H=4mmediately secure the transport
van and the remalnlng %geﬁe%m -custody individual(s); and=
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7 =K.
1.
2.
3.
7 4,
4
1.
2.

KL.

b. FhetransperteamPTUpersonnelshallnNotify the 0©n-duty PTC ea-duty
Sergeantsupervisor and maintain the securlty of the scene for responding ARD
effieerssworn personnel to arrive.

b-

Hospital Guard Duty

The PTU is authorized to keep the primary hospital guard duty assignment for the
Department. Any secondary or additional hospital guard duty assignment that is
generated shawill be managed by the established Ffield Sservices Bureau area
command rotation.

Once aspHsenern in-custody individual is admitted into a hospltal room, %he
arresting effieerwillsworn personnel shall contact the ECC s
to generate a hospital guard duty assignment.

PTU Sergeants-supervisors can approve the assignment of a second £}
transpertefficerPTU employeepersennel to any pHsererin-custody individual, as
needed. The PTU supervisorSergeants shall make all reasonable efforts to accept
custody of the primary hospital guard duty assignment as soon as possible from
the Field Services Bureau.

PTU Hespialdutyr-efficerspRersonnel shall ensure all arresting documents are
present at the start of their shift. If the documents are not with the prsererin-

custody individual, the original arresting effisererdetestive-willsworn personnel
shall be contacted to ensure those documents are avatableprovided.

Special Requests
Emergency Response Team (ERT):

a. The PTU shaw4ll assist the ERT with any protest activity, demonstrations, or
events that require the management of prserersin-custody individuals.

Tactical Operations Plan or Warrant Round-Ups

a. The supervisor of the tactical plan-ereperationoperations plan shaw4ll present
the request for assistance to the PTU Lieutenant a minimum of twenty-four (24)
hours before the beginning of the astieroperation.

b. The PTU Lieutenant shall determine whether# sufficient staffing exists in order
to grant the request.

3. PTU personnel may be called--out and ordered to work in the case of an

1-80-54

emergency or unplanned event that requires mass arrests.

Training
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iSPTU personnel are graduates of the AlbugueraguePolice
Department S Advanced Training Academy. The primary prisoner transport training
curriculum is a minimum of four-hundred and eighty (480) hours of academy
instruction.

1. PTU efficerspersonnel shall | completetake all Department mandated
udgse of fEforce training and crisis intervention team (CIT)_training.

2. PTU efficerspersonnel areteguiredte-beshall complete traininged in firearms and
less-sthan-lethal weapons; (i.e., bean bag, electric control weapon (ECW or

£Taser), oleoresin capsicumehemicat (OC) spray, and baton.

—FransperteffieersPTU personnel shaw4ll receive annual training at the direction of
the Aadvanced T#raining Aacademy.
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1 —Fhe-Class“A uniformwi
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N/A | 1-80-64 Use of Transport Vehicles

A. FransperteffieersPTU personnel are authorized to use prisoner transport vehicles only
in the linear function of their duties.

I~

1. The use of prisoner transport vehicles is also approved for Department training
exercises.

A=2. The use of any RFEd-prisoner transport vehicle by &ansper-efficersPTU
personnel in an off-=duty status is prohibited.

B. The PTU upervisors are authorized to participate in the City
of Albuquerque’s take home vehicle program. The PTU Lieutenant-and
Sergeantssupervisors mustshall follow all ethe-guidelines and procedures gader
Departmentconsistent with SOP Use of Police Vehicles.

B-
3| 1-80-78 ——Carrying of Firearms Guidelines

PTU personnel are authorized to carry Department--issued

flrearms Whl|e on-—duty and in uniform.

PTU supervisors shall follow all of
i PTU personnel.

2. Fhe-PTU efficers-personnel’s armed status is also permitted when the-sficersPTU
personnel are in transit to and from scheduled work assignments.

PTU personnel are also approved to carry their
Department——lssued firearm during Department authorized training sessions.

a. PTU personnel shall display their Department identification shallbe-displayed
when wearing civilian clothing during training.

A4, PTU effi | atpersonnel shaw4ll abide by all
procedures ea%eé#tconastent Wlth SOP —Firearms and Ammunition
Authorization.

B. PTU personnel are not authorized to carry Department--issued firearms when off--duty.

B-1. PTU efficers-personnel that possess a State of New Mexico Concealed
Weapon Permit may carry personally owned weapons and are not authorized to
carry their Department--issued weapon in a concealed manner.

7 | 1-80-89 ——Crimes Committed in the Presence of PTU Officers in Public

-15 -
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PTU personnel do not have arrest authority;
however due to the scope of the jOb and interaction with the public, crimes may be
committed in the presence of PTU empleyeespersonnel. The following procedure
should be taken to avoid violating any constitutional rights of thespabliecommunity
members:

1. PTU efficersand-Sergeantspersonnel and supervisors shegid-shall only intervene if
the situation requires contact based on physical danger to themselves, physical
danger to the public, physical danger to the individual(s), or Department officers;

2. PTU personnel shall udse the radio to call--out over the air with information on the
crime being committed, the location the crime is being committed, a description of
the individual(s), and request for afield-efficersworn personnel to respond to the
scenes;

3. If the situation requires a=PTU effieerpersonnel to make immediate contact
amediately ass based on the threat of harm to themselves or the threat of physical
harm to the public,the PTU effieerpersonnel shall state over the air that they are
going hands-on with an individual, and request immediate backup by-afield
effieerfrom sworn personnel. FFhe-PFJ-effieerPTU personnel shall also relay over
the air if there has been an individual placed in handcuffss; and

4—PTU effieers-personnel shall not place any individual(s) into handcuffs or advise the
individual that they are unable to leave the area, without there being a threat of
physical harm requiring the individual(s) to be handcuffed for safety reasons.

1
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