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Beyond Capacity 
2008 & 2035 

• The Mid-Region Council of Governments (MRCOG) 
analyzed expected congestion on roadways in its 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 2035.   

• Despite billions of dollars of investment, congestion 
west of the river is expected to increase exponentially, 
largely due to the imbalance of housing and jobs and 
the lack of an effective grid on the West Side. 



Land Use and Transportation 
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• MTP 2035 analyzed: 
• What changes if land uses 

redevelop at higher 
densities surrounding 
transit routes & stations? 
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Source: MRCOG.
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MTP 2035 ALTERNATIVE
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MTP 2035 ALTERNATIVE

• Despite much 
added density, 
the grid on the 
east side works!

• Congestion on West 
Side roads improves.

• River crossings are 
still very congested. 



Alameda: 70 min. 

Paseo: 38 min. 

Montano: 60 min. 

Albuquerque’s West Side 
by 2035: 

• 46% of new development 
(36,000 acres) in 4 counties 

• 257,000 new residents 
• Only 20% of City’s jobs 

2035 Bridge Crossing Times (NOT total commute times!) 

East Side: 
152,300 jobs 

(2010) 

West Side: 
14,400 jobs 
(2010) 

Growth vs. Bridges, Jobs vs. Houses 
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Diversify the Economy 

• 1 of every 14 jobs in NM is 
associated with Kirtland Air 
Force Base (KAFB). 

• $1 of every $5 in wages in 
ABQ metro area comes 
from KAFB or the Sunport. 

 

Federal jobs as % of total in NM, 1969-2009 

So
ur

ce
s:

 B
ur

ea
u 

of
 B

us
in

es
s a

nd
 E

co
no

m
ic

 R
es

ea
rc

h 
(B

BE
R)

 &
 M

RC
O

G 

UNM’s Bureau of Business and Economic 
Research estimates that sequestration will result 

in a permanent loss of roughly 20,000 jobs. 



Demographic & Market Changes 

• Boomers 
• Want large 1 bedroom residence 
• Want to be close to amenities 

 

• Millennials 
• 3 times more likely to use transit 
• Prefer smaller home closer to 

work and play 
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Millennials = Workforce 
In 2001, those aged 
16 to 34 years of age 
drove 10,300 miles a 
year. 
 
In 2009, they drove an 
average 7,900 miles. 
 
“Demographics is 
destiny” 

“Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel called out 
Seattle, saying he 
wanted our bikers and 
our tech jobs. We’re 
going to work to keep 
them here.” 
- Mayor Mike McGinn, 

Seattle 

“I expect not only to 
take all of [Portland 
and Seattle’s] bikers, 
but I also want all the 
jobs that come with 
this.” 

- Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel, Chicago 

“[This] should be a 
city where you can 
live, work and play 
and not have to get 
into your car.” 

- Mayor Bob 
Buckhorn, Tampa 
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Placemaking = Job Creation 

“You cannot be for a startup, high-tech 
economy and not be pro-bike.”  

– Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
(December 2012) 

“If job creation can be spurred by 
municipal government, that 
phenomenon will be driven by the 
ability of the city to build public spaces 
where people want to live, work, shop 
and invest. This exercise is called 
‘placemaking.’”  

– Spokane Councilor Richard Rush  
(July 2011) 



The Secret’s Out 

Momentum Magazine - 2013 



But the message is not… 
“American infill 
locations offering 
walkability and 
strong transit 
systems continue 
to outshine the 
others.” 

- 2013 Emerging 
Trends in Real 

Estate 

So
ur

ce
: U

LI
, E

m
er

gi
ng

 T
re

nd
s i

n 
Re

al
 E

st
at

e,
 2

01
3 

&
 2

01
4 



Shift in Transportation Modes 
Transit Ridership – ABQ Metro Area Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) Per Capita –  

ABQ Metro Area 

81% 

369% 

0%

50%

100%

150%

200%

250%

300%

350%

400%

Transit Trips Transit Passenger Miles

Growth in Transit Use, 2005-2012 
ABQ Metro Area 

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35
40

Millenials
(16-31 years

old)

Gen-X
(32-49 years

old)

Boomers
(50-67 years

old)

All Ages

Av
er

ag
e 

M
ile

s T
ra

ve
le

d 
pe

r D
ay

 Daily Trip Totals by Age Group 
ABQ Metro Area 

So
ur

ce
:  

M
RC

O
G,

 T
ra

ve
l D

em
an

d 
Su

rv
ey

, 2
01

3-
20

14
 



New Transit Innovations 

• Respond to new 
market demand. 

• Need transit-
supportive land 
uses and densities 
along corridors.  



Land Use & Transportation 
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Land Use & Transportation 
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Land use supports 
transportation options 

and vice versa. 

Single-purpose roadways 
limit economic 

development opportunities 
and transportation options. 



Planning      Economic Development 

• Walkability 
• Multimodal options 
• Millennial market 
• Baby Boomer market 
• Compact, sustainable 

development 
• Quality of life for all 

areas of the city 



How did we get to where we are today? 



• First Zoning Code 
adopted in 1959 

 



1959 City Limits 



1959 City Limits 

• First Comprehensive Plan 
adopted in 1973 

• Second Zoning Code 
replaces the original in 1975 



1970s SDPs 

1959 City Limits 

1979 City Limits 



1959 City Limits 

1979 City Limits 

1970s SDPs 



1970s SDPs 

1980s SDPs 

1959 City Limits 

1979 City Limits 



1970s SDPs 

1980s SDPs 

1959 City Limits 

1979 City Limits 

• Comprehensive Plan 
update in 1988 



1959 City Limits 

1979 City Limits 

1989 City Limits 

1970s SDPs 

1980s SDPs 



1959 City Limits 

1979 City Limits 

1989 City Limits 

1970s SDPs 

1980s SDPs 

1990s SDPs 



1959 City Limits 

1979 City Limits 

1989 City Limits 

1999 City Limits 

1970s SDPs 

1980s SDPs 

1990s SDPs 

2000s SDPs 



1970s SDPs 

1980s SDPs 

1990s SDPs 

2000s SDPs 

• Comprehensive Plan 
update in 2001 & 2013 



Confusing, problematic system 

* Includes SU-1, SU-2, & SU-3 Zones 

"Straight" 
Zones 
75% 

"Special 
Use" 

Zones* 
25% 



What’s wrong with this picture? 

Parcels 
Regulated 
by SDP or 
Overlay 

Zone 
47% 

Parcels 
Regulated 

only by 
Zoning 
Code 
53% 



Objectives 
• Simplify 
• Streamline 
• Update 
• Coordinate 
• Activate 
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• Promote placemaking and 
economic development 

• Meet new market demands 
• Coordinate land use and 

transportation 
• Protect/enhance special places 

 



Objectives 
• Simplify 
• Streamline 
• Update 
• Coordinate 
• Activate 

 
 
 

• Promote placemaking and economic 
development 

• Meet new market demands 
• Coordinate land use and transportation 
• Protect/enhance special places 

• Reduce layers 
• Increase consistency 
• Minimize appeals 
• Extend good ideas 
• Eliminate bad ideas 



The Trick 
• Finding the sweet spot 

• Still fair and enforceable 
• Still streamlined 
• Still feasible and effective 

 



The Challenge 



What will success look like? 



Update and Consolidate 

Zoning  
from  

Sector Plans? 

Zoning 
Code 

Subdivision 
Ordinance 

Development 
Process 
Manual 

Overlay 
Zones 

Planning 
Ordinance       

Rank 1  
Goals & 
Policies 

Rank 2  
Area Plan 
Goals & 
Policies 

Rank 3 
Sector Plan  

Goals & 
Policies 

New Goals 
& Policies? 

 



Questions? 

Manager – Urban Design & Development 
Planning Dept. 

rbrito@cabq.gov 
505-924-3337 

 

Long-range Planner – Planning Dept. 
mrenz@cabq.gov 

505-924-3932 
 

Policy Analyst – Council Services 
awebb@cabq.gov 

505-768-3161 
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