CHAPTER 6.0
CPA POPULATION ESTIMATES AND PROJECTIONS
Introduction

This is the first urban growth study where population estimates and projections at the
Community Planning Area (CPA) level have been included. Thus, unlike the coverage for PIAs,
the historical population reporting for CPAs starts in 1970 and yearly estimates begin from July
1, 1990. However, like the population forecasts for PIAs, the CPA level population projections
cover the period from July 1, 1999, to July 1, 2010.

This chapter is divided into three sections: historical population growth patterns, population
estimates, and population projections. The first section discusses historical patterns of population
growth at the CPA level based on the three most recent Decennial Censuses (1970, 1980 and
1990). The second section presents the population estimates for the CPAs for the period July 1,
1990, to July 1, 1998, and provides a discussion of population levels and trends. The final section
of the chapter presents the population projections for the CPAs for the period July 1, 1999, to

July 1, 2010 and offers a discussion of major demographic trends.

Historical Population Levels and Trends

Table 6.1 shows the population size and average annual growth rate of each CPA based on
the Censuses of 1970, 1980, and 1990. In 1970, almost three-fourths (73.1%) of the total CPA
population were concentrated in four CPAs -- Central Albuquerque, Near Heights, and South
Valley -- located in the mid-section of the City of Albuquerque. The center of population gravity
was the Near Heights where close to 30 percent (70,115) of the total CPA population lived.

Within the boundaries of this CPA are found major educational institutions, like the University
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of New Mexico, TV-I, and the Albuquerque Public Schools central administration, and large
medical facilities, including the UNM Medical Center and Lovelace, Presbyterian, and the
Veterans Administration hospitals.

Approximately 44 percent of the total CPA population in 1970 lived in three areas: the
North Valley (43,644), the South Valley (37,035), and Central Albuquerque (24,001). Less than
30 percent of the total CPA population in 1970 were in the remaining six CPAs. The West Side
(2,958) and North Albuquerque (2,196) were the most sparsely populated. Together they
contributed less than 3 percent to the total CPA population.

During the 1970s, the Mid-Heights experienced a very rapid population growth. Exploding
at an average rate of close to 17 percent annually, this CPA added almost 70 thousand people, an
increase of nearly 440 percent, between 1970 and 1980. (See Table 6.1.) During the following
decade, however, the Mid-Heights CPA increased its population at an annual rate of only 0.7
percent (6,150 people). Nevertheless, the Mid-Heights remained the most populous CPA through
the end of the 20th century. (See Table 6.2.)

Central Albuquerque, which covers downtown Albuquerque and the South Broadway
neighborhood, has consistently lost population over the last 20 years. As can be seen in Table
6.2, Central Albuquerque slipped from being the fourth most populous CPA in 1970 to last place
in 1990. By far the smallest of the CPA’s in terms of land area, Central Albuquerque is forecast
to continue to be the least populated CPA in the first decade of the 21st century.

Table 6.1 shows that the North Valley and the South Valley registered moderate annual
average population growth (1.08% and 1.38%, respectively) between 1970 and 1980. However,
the population levels in these CPAs changed very little between 1980 and 1990. As a result,

their share in the total CPA population declined dramatically. In the case of the North Valley, the
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share of total CPA population fell from 18 percent in 1970 to 11 percent in 1990, while the South
Valley share decreased from 15 percent to 9 percent.

Tables 6.1 and 6.2 also show rapid expansion in other CPAs located in the northeast parts of
the city. For example, the North Albuquerque CPA registered just over two thousand people in
the 1970 Census. By 1990, this CPA’s population had swelled to 32 thousand people and the
CPA had moved from being the 10th most populous CPA to 8th place. This CPA’s most
explosive growth occurred in the 1970 decade. The average annual growth in population between
1970 and 1980 for this CPA (23.5%) was four and a half times the rate for all the CPAs (5.1%).

Another Northeast area CPA that experienced rapid growth is the Foothills CPA. In the
1970s, this CPA had an estimated annual growth rate of more than 10 percent (10.25%). This
CPA grew almost threefold, from 10 thousand people in 1970 to approximately 27 thousand in
1980. By 1990, the Foothills CPA had a population of 40 thousand people.

Tables 6.1 and 6.2 indicate that the East Gateway CPA more than doubled its population in
only 10 years and moved its rank up one step to sixth place. The 1970 Census counted close to
20 thousand people in the East Gateway CPA. The 1980 Census showed 42 thousand residents in
this CPA. During the 1980s, about 6 thousand people were added to the population, resulting in
an average annual growth rate of 1.4 percent.

The West Side CPA population also expanded from just under 3 thousand in 1970 to 32
thousand in 1990. Table 6.3, which ranks the 10 CPAs according to annual growth rates for
1970-80 and for 1980-90, indicates that during the 1970’s, the West Side CPA had the third
fastest growth rate (15.09%), after the North Albuquerque and the Mid-Heights CPAs. In the

following decade, however, this CPA grew the fastest, at an annual average rate of almost 9
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percent. The second fastest growing CPA during this decade, the Foothills, grew at less than half
this pace.

As Table 6.3 shows, the older CPAs located in the central section of Albuquerque registered
the slowest rates of growth, while the CPAs located at the east and west sides of the city
experienced a population explosion. Population in all the CPAs grew at a compound annual rate
of over 5 percent during the 1970s. This rapid growth was achieved when the economy was
growing at a fast clip. The CPAs that expanded the fastest during this period were, in descending
order, North Albuquerque (23.45%), Mid-Heights (16.84%), West Side (15.09%), Foothills
(10.25%), and East Gateway (7.7%). The availability of large tracks of land for development
with minimum or no constraints contributed to this rapid population growth in CPAs located on
the periphery of the city. The CPAs that are more centrally located grew more slowly or lost
population. Thus, the Near Heights grew at an average annual rate of 0.5 percent, while Central
Albuquerque experienced an average annual decline of 1.1 percent.

As the pace of economic growth moderated during the 1980s, population growth in the
CPAs decelerated to a compound annual rate of 1.4 percent. The South Valley (-.35%) and
Central Albuquerque (-0.53%) both lost population between 1980 and 1990. The West Side
(8.79%), Foothills (4.1%), and North Albuquerque (3.34%) had strong growth but at rates
significantly lower than the previous decade.

Figure 6.1 shows that the shift in the center of gravity of the CPA population from the older
CPAs (Central Albuquerque, Near Heights, Mid-Heights, South Valley, and North Valley) to the
younger CPAs (Southwest Mesa, West Side, North Albuquerque, East Gateway, and Foothills)
gained momentum in the 1980s. This trend is expected to continue through the first decade of

this century.
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Figure 6.1
Historical and Projected Percent Share by Community Planning Area

Censuses 1970, 1980, 1990 and Projected Populations from July 1, 2000 - 2010
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Population Estimates for July 1. 1990 to Julv 1, 1998

The housing stock derived from the 1990 Census plus the yearly residential building permits
and mobile/manufactured homes calibrated for occupancy and average persons per household, as
shown in Table 6.4, served as the bases for estimating the yearly CPA population from July 1,
1990 to July 1, 1998. Please refer to Chapter 3.0 for detailed discussion of this housing unit
method of population estimation.

Table 6.5 presents the population estimates for July 1, 1991 through 1998. The final three
columns of the table give the calculated compound annual growth rates respectively from 1990
to 1998, from 1990 to 1995 and from 1995 to 1998. During the first eight years of the 1990
decade, the overall CPA population increased by about 60 thousand people, or 13 percent. The
compound average annual growth was 1.51 percent, up from 1.37 percent during the 1980s.
There is clear evidence of a deceleration of growth over the 1990s decade. The estimated average
annual population growth rate ranged from a high of 1.98 percent between July 1, 1991, and July
1, 1992, to a low of 1.14 percent between July 1, 1997, and July 1, 1998.

The growth rates in Table 6.5 indicate that population growth in the CPAs was highly
uneven in the 1990s. Many CPAs either had minimal growth or they experienced a decline in
their population. With relatively moderate growth across all the CPAs, the period 1990 to 1998 is
marked by a redistribution of population across the CPAs that continues the shifts evident in
Figure 6.1.

Between 1990 and 1998, population became more concentrated in the West Side, North
Albuquerque, and Southwest Mesa CPAs. These three areas alone picked up 50 thousand of the

59 thousand net addition to the total population in the CPA’s. With this addition, these CPAs
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Table 6.4

Number of Housing Units, Occupancy Rate, and Persons Per Household by CPA

1990 Census
Type of Housing Unit
CPA Name Single Mobile Total Housing
Family = Multi-Family = Home Units
I. Number of Housing Unit
Central Albuquerque 5,313 3,864 160 9,337
East Gateway 11,425 6,210 2,869 20,504
Foothills 11,958 5,346 126 17,430
Mid-Heights 23,943 15,866 699 40,508
Near Heights 17,160 17,831 1,101 36,092
North Albuquerque 8,676 1,812 2,181 12,669
North Valley 14,320 2,073 2,935 19,328
South Valley 10,879 996 2,203 14,078
Southwest Mesa 7,297 1,021 2,036 10,354
West Side 10,004 2,306 132 12,442
Total 120,975 57,325 14,442 192,742
II. Occupancy Rate
Central Albuquerque 89.9 83.2 90.6 87.1
East Gateway 96.9 85.8 94.4 93.2
Foothills 96.8 79.7 81.9 94.6
Mid-Heights 97.6 87.3 934 93.5
Near Heights 95.8 85.7 85.6 90.5
North Albuquerque 96.4 90.3 95.0 95.3
North Valley 94.1 86.8 88.1 92.4
South Valley 92.8 78.8 92.8 91.8
Southwest Mesa 94.4 75.5 90.3 91.8
West Side 95.6 88.5 98.5 94.3
Total 95.6 85.4 95.4 92.5
III. Persons Per Household
Central Albuquerque 2.76 1.80 2.74 2.52
East Gateway 2.80 2.18 2.05 2.53
Foothills 2.80 1.69 1.77 243
Mid-Heights 2.63 1.83 1.94 234
Near Heights 242 1.93 2.11 2.28
North Albuquerque 2.87 1.76 2.36 2.65
North Valley 2.77 2.40 2.52 2.74
South Valley 3.20 2.70 3.11 3.18
Southwest Mesa 3.36 2.74 3.28 3.30
West Side 2.88 1.88 2.75 2.75
Total 2.79 1.93 2.55 2.56
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accounted for close to 30 percent of the total CPA population in 1998. This represents a
tremendous increase from the 8 percent that these CPAs contributed to the total CPA population
in 1970.

The Mid-Heights and the Near Heights CPAs lost population virtually every year during the
first eight years of the 1990s. Population in the Central Albuquerque CPA varied up and down
but by 1998 was slightly below the level at the beginning of the decade. The South Valley CPA
experienced some very modest growth between 1990 and 1998, while the North Valley ended
the period with roughly the same population as the beginning of the decade. The East Gateway
CPA population grew at an annual rate (1.30) somewhat below the average for all the CPA,
while the Foothiils CPA grew at a rate (1.70) somewhat above the average of 1.51 percent. The
growth was far more modest than what occurred in the two west side CPAs and in North

Albuquerque.

Components of Population Change 1990 to 1998

Chapter 3.0 provides a discussion of the methodology and data sources used in analyzing
the components of population change. Basically, using the Population Balancing Equation total
population change can be split into a natural increase component and a migration component.
The natural increase component is estimated by taking the difference births and deaths. In older
populations, as in the case of retirement communities, the number of deaths may exceed the
number of births resulting in a natural decrease.

Migration as an element of change is a residual that is estimated by transposing the
Population Balancing Equation. The difference between in-migration and out-migration is called

net migration. Positive net migration typically occurs because new homes are being built in an
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area. If the newcomers are purchasing or renting existing homes, there is usually some out-
migration of existing residents, who may or may not share the same demographic characteristics.
Net-migration may be positive or negative.

Table 6.6 exhibits the summed components of population change into natural increase and
net migration from 1990 to 1998. Tables 6.7 to 6.14 disaggregate the components of population
change for each individual year between 1990 and 1998. Table 6.6 indicates that in the period
1990-98, natural increase was a slightly more important source (51.8%) of overall CPA
population growth than migration. Table 6.15 indicates the relative importance of natural
increase and migration in each of the years 1991 to 1998. At the beginning of the decade, natural
increase contribﬁted more than 60 percent to the total CPA population. This reached a low of 45
percent between July 1, 1993 and July 1, 1994 when migration to the Albuquerque CPAs was
high. The robust economy attracted migrants to the Albuquerque area, where they found a range
of attractive housing options, as developers responded to the strong housing market and opened
up new subdivisions.

After 1995, the economy slowed down and migration as a source of population growth also
diminished in importance. By July 1, 1998, natural increase reclaimed its prominence as the
major source of CPA population growth. Close to two-thirds of the total change of
approximately six thousand people between July 1, 1997 and July 1, 1998 was due to natural
increase. (See Table 6.15.)

Some CPAs had a much higher rate of natural increase from July 1, 1990, to July 1, 1998,
than others. The four CPAs with the highest rate of natural increase over the 1990 population, in

descending order, were Southwest Mesa (14.9%), West Side (13.0%), North Albuquerque
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(11.4%), and South Vallev (9.7%). Those CPA’s with the lowest rate of natural increase were
Foothills (3.6%), Mid-Heights and Near Heights (both 3.5%), and North Valley (3.2%).

The impact of migration on individual CPAs is highly variable. Three CPAs -- West Side,
North Albuquerque, and Southwest Mesa -- grew tremendously because of the influx of
migrants. In the 1990s, the most popular migrant destination was the West Side CPA. In 1998,
close to 90 percent of this CPAs population growth was the result of migration. The
corresponding figures for North Albuquerque and Southwest Mesa CPAs are approximately 50
percent and 45 percent, respectively. Meanwhile, the remaining seven CPAs lost population from
out-migration. Their gains from natural increase were not large enough to compensate for their
large losses from out-migration.

By mid-decade, a population exodus had occurred in six CPAs. Ranked by size of
population loss from negative net migration July 1, 1990 to July 1, 1995, these CPAs are the
Near Heights (-3,356), Central Albuquerque (-1,172), North Valley (-1,115), South Valley (-
929), and Mid-Heights (-334). Between July 1, 1995 and July 1, 1998, there were six CPAs
which experienced negative net migration: Mid-Heights (-3,224), Near Heights (-2,145), South
Valley (-1,696), East Gateway (-1,200), Central Albuquerque  (-806), and North Valley (-591).
The West Side CPA consistently had a large positive in-migration of newcomers. This CPA
captured a large percentage of new-comers to the areas as well as residents from other CPAs.
The Southwest Mesa was the only other CPA to have positive net migration in every year from
1995 to 1998,

Neighborhoods may go through a cycle of maturation and decline that is related to the
changing age structure of the population and new housing starts, which in turn depend on

availability of developable land. Take, for example, a CPA with a new major subdivision. The
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cycle would begin as the new subdivision attracts young home-buyers who move in and raise
their families in the neighborhood. The CPA’s population will increase due to in-migration as
well as to a large number of births. Since the residents are generally young, there are relatively
few deaths, so there is a high rate of natural increase. As the area builds out, in-migration will
slow, curbing migration’s contribution to population growth in the CPA. Over the years, if many
residents remain, age profiles of the neighborhood will show the gradual aging of the adult
population. The natural rate of increase will slow as many of the adults move beyond their child-
bearing years and there are fewer births and probably more deaths. In addition, in a mobile
society, there may be net out-migration as many of the children grow up and leave for college or
to an apartment or a house of their own. As the original residents mature, the number of deaths
may further reduce the population. Finally, as existing residents die or move out, perhaps to live
with their children elsewhere, their homes will be sold.

Many of the CPAs which experienced population stagnation or decline throughout much of
the 1990s had in common that they were established areas with more limited opportunities for
new housing development. These CPAs typically also had an older population with a lower rate
of natural population increase. (The South Valley with its high rate of natural increase is an
exception. There, the high rate of natural increase is offset by substantial out-migration.)

While abundant opportunities might seem to exist in some of these areas for infill
development on vacant land or through re-use, there are frequently obstacles to such
development. The obstacles include problems in gaining access to properties for roads and
utility easements, inadequate existing infrastructure, necessitating large up-front outlays (e.g.

storm drainage), inappropriate zoning, and neighborhood opposition.

309



During the 1990s, the West Side CPA, which includes Taylor Ranch, Paradise Hills, the
Cottonwood Mall/Seven Bar area and Ventana Ranch, offered attractive opportunities for
builders and for buyers. Large tracks of land were available, and some, like Seven Bar from the
Resolution Trust Corporation, were priced well below market. The land on the westside was
cheaper there than on the eastside of the river and the public infrastructure was either in-place or
in-the-works. There are also economies of scale that can be realized in large parcel development
at the fringe. New homes could be built and offered at prices often considerably below those
commanded for homes in more established neighborhoods on the east side of town. For a more
complete discussion of these residential trends, see Chapter 8.0.

The surge-.of homebuilding in the West Side CPA led to an influx of new residents.
However, these new residents were also younger, with a likely higher rate of natural increase.
The sharp increase in population in the West Side CPA thus reflects high fertility, low mortality,
and high positive net migration. Taylor Ranch grew rapidly during the early half of the 1990s but
slowed after 1995 with approaching build-out. Nevertheless, population growth within the West
Side CPA accelerated after 1995, spurred by the development of Ventana Ranch and a surge of
single family and multifamily housing in the Cottonwood Mall area.

Recently, the combination of lower land prices on the Southwest Mesa, low Interest rates,
and innovative construction strategies, like those of Artistic Homes, have made it possible for
developers to offer built homes at prices within the more affordable price range of $70,000 to
$90,000. Many of the buyers are purchasing homes for the first time and had previously rented.
The opening up of these affordable units is undoubtedly part of what boosted apartment vacancy
rates and may have contributed to the exodus from older communities with a large number of

apartment complexes. The Near Heights CPA, which lost significant numbers of people due to
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out-migration, has a high concentration of multi-family housing. Other areas with significant
numbers of apartment buildings include the Mid-Heights, Foothills, East Gateway, and Central

Albuquerque CPAs.

Population Projections

This section presents the projected CPA populations from July 1, 1999, to July 1, 2010. For
discussion of the population projection methodology please refer to Chapter 3.0. This section
also analyzes the future direction of population growth in the 10 CPAs covered in this study.
Eight CPAs, namely, West Side, Southwest Mesa, Foothills, North Albuquerque, East Gateway,
Near Heights, Mid-Heights, and Central Albuquerque, are within the city limits. Two CPAs, the
North Valley and the South Valley, are largely outside the incorporated boundaries of the City of
Albuquerque. The CPAs do not include the areas covered by Mesa del Sol, and the western
boundary of the CPAs is coincident over some range with the alignment of Paseo Volcan.
Moreover, as with the PIA boundaries, American Indian Reservations are excluded from this
study.

The population projections for the CPAs and for Bernalillo County for 1999 to 2010 are
presented in Table 6.16 and the corresponding average annual growth rates are found in Table
6.17. Note that Table 6.16 indicates that CPAs’ share of total Bernalillo County population is
expected to remain constant at 95 percent. In the next 10 years the total population within the
CPAs will grow to 581 thousand. From the 528 thousand people projected to live in the CPA’s in
2000, population will grow by 25 thousand between 2000 and 2005 and by another 27 thousand
before the end of the decade. Across the CPAs, the average annual population growth rate will

decline from 1.25 percent estimated for the July 1, 1995, to July 1, 1998, period to average
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slightly less than one percent (.94%) for the first decade of the twenty-first century. The expected
deceleration of population growth reflects an anticipated national decline in the natural rate of
population increase due to the aging of the population.

Maps 6.1, 6.2 and 6.3 present the net population change projected to occur during the three
five year periods beginning with 1995. As expected, the CPAs with the largest net increases in
population will be the West Side, the Southwest Mesa, and the North Albuquerque CPAs. The
West Side CPA is projected to capture more than half (51.8%) of all the population growth
across the CPAs. The Southwest Mesa will capture will capture almost 14 percent, North
Albuquerque, about 10 percent, and the Foothills CPA, a little more than 9 percent.

The top thfée — West Side, North Albuquerque, and Southwest Mesa -- combined will
comprise 33 percent of the total CPA population in the year 2010. One quarter (142,221) of the
overall CPA population in the year 2010 will be in the West Side and Southwest Mesa CPAs.

These population projections for the CPAs indicate a continuation of the dominant trend in the
spacial distribution of the population evident in the 1990s; a stagnant to slightly declining
population in the large population centers on the eastside of the Rio Grande and south of the
North Albuquerque CPA, and a burgeoning population in the West Side, the Southwest Mesa,
and North Albuquerque CPAs.

Table 6.18 presents the relative ranking of each CPA by total population, and serves as
further evidence of these growth trends. By the year 2010, the most populous CPA will be the
West Side with a population of about 95 thousand people. The Mid-Heights CPA (89,334) is the
second most populous CPA, followed by Near Heights CPA (73,403), East Gateway (55,883),
and Foothills CPA (51,960) complete the top five CPAs. A consistent low population growth

will keep the CPAs of Central Albuquerque (21,632) and the South Valley (43,366) at the
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bottom of the list. Table 6.18 shows that the North Valley CPA will drop from its 5™ place
position in 2000 to 7" by the year 2010.

The Mid-Heights CPA currently has the largest population but is projected to gain only
about five hundred people over the decade. The Mid-Heights CPA is unlikely to attract much
new residential development. As indicated in Chapter 8.0, single family construction in this CPA
is forecast to be less than 10 units throughout the decade, while multi-family construction will be
limited to a couple projects. As the population in this area gets older, the natural rate of increase
will be barely sufficient to offset negative net migration.

For similar reasons, the Near Heights CPA, which includes the near Northeast Heights, the
university area, énd the Southeast Heights (which has a forecasted population of almost 72,000
in 2000), will see relatively minor growth during the first decade of this century.

The more mature CPAs, which include the Mid-Heights, Near Heights, and Central
Albuquerque, will grow over the forecast period, albeit at lower than average rates. With the
focus on revitalizing downtown, the Central Albuquerque CPA is projected to see a reversal of
the population decline experienced during the 1990s as it attracts single and small-scale multi-
family housing development. The net gain in population over the decade is projected to be about
thirteen hundred people.

The North Valley is likely to continue to attract higher income homebuyers, a trend that is
also emerging in the South Valley. Allowable densities are lower in the North Valley due to
adopted plans to preserve agricultural lands. Housing development in the North Valley CPA has
been limited by these plans as well as by other factors limiting the availability of developable
land. The Vista del Norte development now proceeding between Edith and 1-25 is a large scale

development that will contribute to population growth in the North Valley during this decade.
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Even with this development, however, the North Valley CPA will maintain a slow pace of
population growth due to their rapidly aging population.

The South Valley CPA is expected to grow very slowly during this decade. New housing
development in the South Valley will be limited. Out-migration is expected to offset the high
rate of natural increase.

The rate of population growth in the East Gateway CPA over this decade will be only about
one-third of the average for all the CPAs. This CPA saw some housing development in 1999
with the construction of the Willow Wood project near the Eubank gate of Kirtland AFB. While
this development should continue for a couple years, the lack of developable land will
discourage futuré single family housing projects in the area.

The projected rate of population growth for the Foothills is slightly above that for the CPAs
as a group, and, as has already been mentioned, this area in expected to capture over 9 percent of
the population growth within the CPAs. This area, which includes the High Desert development,
should continue to offer attractive options for high end housing this decade.

Looking at the CPAs expected to capture most of the growth it is apparent that in the first
decade of this century the Southwest Mesa should continue to offer an abundance of relatively
inexpensive land to build affordable, entry-level homes. Transportation access to this area has
been enhanced by the recent improvements to Rio Bravo.

The vast area of the West Side CPA stretching west to Paseo de Vulcan, North to Rio
Rancho, east to the Rio Grande and South to I-40 includes the areas being developed by the
Westland Corporation and the Oxbow residential development near St. Pius X High School.
There are vast stretches of undeveloped land in this CPA. In some cases development will be

constrained by a topography that will make the land difficult and expensive to develop and
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provide with necessary infrastructure. Transportation has been and will continue to be an issue.
Water is also an issue as there are large tracks of land outside the Water Service Area (WSA).
The WSA only includes up through Water Pressure Zone W2 and excludes areas above the
escarpment. Many properties controlled by Westland are outside the WSA. However, an
agreement between the Utility and Westland will allow investment by Westland to develop the
water infrastructure in Water Pressure Zones 3W and 4W in the Westland North Sector, and to
include this area in the WSA.

The North Albuquerque CPA, which stretches from Osuna and San Antonio on the South to
the Sandia Indian Reservation on the North, west to 1-25, and east to the mountains continues to
have an abundance of undeveloped land. The density of development in this CPA is generally
lower than elsewhere. Housing prices are higher and the area has attracted more affluent home-
buyers who are typically older.

Table 6.19 presents the relative ranking of each CPA in terms of their projected growth rate
over this decade. The West Side, Southwest Mesa, and North Albuquerque will continue to be
the fastest growing areas in Albuquerque, while the Near Heights, South Valley and Mid-Heights
will continue exhibiting the slowest growth.

Table 6.19 also indicates that even the fastest growing CPAs will slow in pace in the coming
decade. To some extent, this slower growth in population, even in these CPAs, may be attributed
to an economic forecast that anticipates job growth below the historical trend of the past twenty
years. Growth in the West Side, Southwest Mesa and North Albuquerque CPAs will eventually
be constrained by the limited availability of suitable land for development. During the next
decade, however, these areas, along with the Foothills CPA, should continue to grab some 85%

of the population growth within the CPAs.
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