
The following Design Guidelines (as amended through April 9,1998) have been adopted by 
the Landmarks and Urban Conservation Commission for building projects in the H-l Historic 

Old Town Zone and in the 300 foot buffer zone surrounding the H-1 Zone. 
 

1.    Every reasonable effort should be made to provide a compatible use for buildings, 
which will require minimum alteration to the building and its environment. 
 
2.    Rehabilitation work should not destroy the distinguishing qualities or character of 
the property and its environment. The removal or alteration of any historic 
material or architectural features should be held to the minimum, consistent with 
the proposed use. 
 
3.     Deteriorated architectural features should be repaired rather than replaced, 
wherever possible. In the event replacement is necessary, the new material should 
match the material being replaced in composition, design, color, texture, and other 
visual qualities. Repair or replacement of missing architectural features should be 
based on accurate duplications of original features, substantiated by physical or 
pictorial evidence rather than on conjectural designs of the availability of different 
architectural features from other buildings. 
 
4.     Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which characterize older 
structures and often predate the mass production of building materials should be treated with 
sensitivity. 
 
5.     Many changes to buildings and environments, which have taken place in the course 
of time, are evidence of the history of the building and the neighborhood. These 
changes may have developed significance in their own right, and this significance 
should be recognized and respected. 
 
6.     All buildings should be recognized as products of their own time. Alterations to 
create an appearance inconsistent with the actual character of the building should 
be discouraged. 
 
7.    The design and general appearance of any development or alteration in the Old 
Town Historic Zone should be limited to the range of design options possible and 
commonly chosen in Albuquerque prior to the opening of the Santa Fe Railroad in 
April 1880. The design of any alteration to currently existing structures erected 
between 1880 and 1912 should be limited to the range of design options possible and 
commonly chosen at the time of the buildings construction. 
 
8.    Contemporary design for new buildings and additions to existing buildings or 
landscaping in the 300 foot transition zone surrounding the Old Town Historic Zone 
should not be discouraged if such design is compatible with the size, scale, color, 
material, and character of the neighborhood, buildings, or its environment. 
 
9.   Wherever possible, new additions or alterations to buildings should be done in such 
a manner that if they were to be removed in the future, the essential form and 
integrity of the original building would be unimpaired. 
 
10.  Every effort should be made to safeguard the public welfare along vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic ways. Placement of walls, building projections, fences, planters, 
shrubs, signs, ramps, steps, etc. should be planned and positioned so that they do 
not present a potential hazard. Provisions for the handicapped should be planned 
so that the essential character of the property is not damaged. 
 
11.  Any security devices that prevent major features of doors and windows such as 
ornament, panels, glass panes, and mullions from being seen are prohibited. 
 
12.  Property owners are considering installing security devices are urged to contact 
LUCC staff for advice and a free handout on how to increase security without 
detracting from the historic character of a building. 
 
13.  An application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for work, which does not 
require any type of building or construction permit, may be approved by staff. 
 
AMENDMENTS: 9/1/82, 4/9/98 

 


