
The Form-Based Codes Institute defines form-based 
codes as “[a] method of regulating development to 
achieve a specific urban form. Form-based codes 
create a predictable public realm by controlling 
physical form primarily, and land uses secondarily.” 

Form-based codes:
 go beyond conventional zoning by addressing the • 
relationship of the building to the streetscape and 
the proper relationship between buildings in order 
to define a desired urban form
are prescriptive, not reactive. (Conventional zoning • 
tells you what you cannot do, Form-based codes, 
prescribe building form requirements to achieve 
the desired community vision.)
integrate the built environment and land use by • 
permitting only specific building types that are 
suited for the appropriate land use. 
compatibility of uses is achieved through design • 
and orientation of buildings, instead of strict land 
use separation.
provide for development that is compact, mixed- • 
use, pedestrian friendly and transit supportive to 
create healthy vibrant communities.
are graphic and designed to be easy to use and • 
understand.

Conventional vs. Form-based Zoning
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WHAT ARE FORM-BASED CODES ?

Diagram created by Steve Price


