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RESOLUTION

ADOPTING THE ALBUQUERQUE ON-STREET COMPREHENSIVE BIKE PLAN
AS A RANK TWO FACILITY PLAN. ]

WHEREAS, the Albuquerque Comprehensive On-Street Bike Plan contains
a number of policies supporting the development of a metropolitan area-wide
comprehensive bikeway network to reduce energy consumption, vehicle miles
traveled and traffic congestion and to improve mobility, air quality and the
quality of life; and

WHEREAS, the Greater Albuquerque Bicycle Advisory Committee, the
Greater Albuquerque Recreational Trails Committee and the bicycling
community have been closely involved in the development of this plan and
supports its concepts; and

WHEREAS, local and state agencies participated in the Bicycle Plan
development to ensure the interconnectivity of the on-street bikeway system
between their jurisdictions and the City of Albuquerque; and

WHEREAS, the Albuquerque Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan
furthers the intent of Resolution 91-1998 (R-70) by emphasizing the
importance of multi-modal travel by providing access to residential,
employment, shopping, recreational areas and schools; and

WHEREAS, the Bicycle Plan furthers the goals of the Trails and Bikeways
Facility Plan by identifying a bikeway system for both commuting and
recreational travel, which accesses destinations and interconnects the on-
street bikeway and the off-street trail system. and

WHEREAS, the Bicycle Plan assists in meeting the transportation goals in
the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (regional) and the National Bicycling and
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Walking Study to increase trips made by bicycling for both the region and
nation, respectively; and

WHEREAS, the Albuquerque Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan
identifies the deficiencies in the existing bikeway system and recommends
improvements to these facilities; and

WHEREAS, the Bicycle Plan develops a comprehensive bikeway network
composed of on-street bikeways and off-street trail network that
interconnects, eliminates missing links, and provides access to and from
origins and destinations; and

WHEREAS, the Bicyc.'é Pian develops an improved bikeway network that
interconnects to transit routes to create an intermodal transportation system;
and

WHEREAS, the Albuquerque Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan
creates a bikeway network that encourages a more balanced transportation
system that benefits the Albuquerque community, including but not limited to
transportation, economic, environmental, heaith and quality of life benefits;
and

WHEREAS, the “4-E” approach to bicycle safety (engineering, education,
encouragement and enforcement) is addressed to encourage bicycling in the
Albuquerque Metropolitan area; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Planning Commission has held a public
hearing on the Albuquerque Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan and has
recommended adoption of the plan,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL, THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF
ALBUQUERQUE THAT:

Section 1.  In order to further detail and implement the concepts of the
Albuquerque/Bernalillo Comprehensive Plan, the Albuquerque Comprehensive
On-Street Bicycle Plan attached hereto and made a part hereof, is adopted as
a Rank Two Facility Pian for the area within the City of Albuquerque.

Section 2. The Albuquerque Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan is
commended to the Middle Rio Grande Council of Governments for adoption
and inclusion into the Long-Range Bikeway System (regional map) and the

Metropolitan Transportation Plan to be eligible for Federal funding.
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Section 3. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. If any section, paragraph, sentence,
clause, word or phrase of this resolution is for any reason held to be invalid or
unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not
affect the validity of the remaining provisions of this resolution. The Council
hereby declares that it would have passed this resolution and each section,
paragraph, sentence, clause, word or phrase thereof irrespective of any
provisions being declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid..

Section 4. EFFECTIVE DATE AND PUBLICATION. This resolution shall
become effective five or more days after publication in full when a copy of the
resolution is filed in the office of the County Clerk.
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Rationale Statement

RATIONALE FOR A COMPREHENSIVE ON-STREET BICYCLE PLAN

In the early 1990s, the need for a Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan became apparent during the
development of the Trails and Bikeways Facility Plan (TBFP). To respond to the public’s concerns, the
adopted TBFP recommended a trail/bikeway transportation system to serve both recreational and
commuting trips and the development of an on-street bikeway plan. The last comprehensive planning
effort for the on-street bikeway system occurred over 25 years ago and needed to be revisited.

Over ten years ago, federal transportation professionals realized the ability to fund and maintain an
expanding roadway network could not keep pace with the constant roadway demand. This resulted in
passage of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) of 1991. Provisions within this
act required States and Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) to incorporate bicycle facilities into
all annual and long-range Transportation Improvement Programs (TIP). It also provided a number of
Federal funding sources to support these activities. Bicycling was recognized and supported as a
transportation mode for traveling to and from employment, shopping, school, community, and
recreational destinations.

In 1994, non-motorized transportation was given a considerable boost by the Congressionally-mandated
National Bicycling and Walking Study. That study challenged the U.S. Department of Transportation to:
1) double the percentages of total trips made by bicycling and walking from 7.9 to 15.8 percent; and 2)
simultaneously reduce the number of bicyclists and pedestrians killed or injured in traffic crashes by 10
percent. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is committed to achieving these goals. This
commitment was again reinforced with the Transportation Equity Act for the 21* Century (TEA-21).

In 1998, the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) for the Albuquerque area was adopted and noted the
current trend of relying upon the automobile, the predominant mode of transportation, must be shifted to
embrace transportation alternatives, including bicycling. The MTP states the following:

» Population in the metropolitan area will increase approximately 33% to 748,000 people between
1995-2020.

o Employment is expected to increase by 55% to 494,000 employees during the same time period.

e Current vehicle miles traveled per day are over 12 million miles. Based upon today’s trends, 2020
forecasts are 22 million vehicle miles traveled.

¢ In reviewing the available roadway capacity and density, the future level of vehicle miles traveled

will result in more traffic congestion, poor air quality, loss of mobility, and a decrease in quality of
life.

The plan later states that “addressing the anticipated demand on the system involves reducing future
congestion levels using a variety of strategies. It is clear that building more and more roadways is not a
viable, sustainable solution.” The provision of bicycle facilities and encouragement of bicycling is one
of these strategies.

MEETING THE GOALS AND POLICIES

Since Federal and regional goals include increasing the use of bicycling as a mode of transportation --
how does the Albuquerque area successfully meet these goals? Local survey results indicate that the
public would bicycle more if additional safe, and direct bikeways, secure bicycle parking and employee
shower facilities were available. Measures to overcome impediments to bicycling are identified in three
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categories: 1) facility deficiencies; 2) information or knowledge deficiencies; and 3) motivational
deficiencies.

Facility Deficiencies

Lack of safe, direct and convenient routes - Bicyclists, like motorists, want to use the most direct
route for transportation bicycling. An on-street bikeway and off-street trail system exists, but the
overall bicycle network is not well connected. With relatively little money in comparison to other
transportation needs, the bikeway system can be improved to provide connections to employment,
shopping, schools and other community destinations. Improvements can occur within the existing
roadway by reallocating space through narrowing travel lanes, reducing travel lanes that are not
needed, or removing on-street parking on one or both sides where demand is minimal. The bigger
challenges are addressing physical barriers such as crossings of the Interstate systems, the Rio
Grande, and drainage channels.

Approximately one quarter of all trips are commuting trips. Of the ten employment centers, only the
University of New Mexico, Kirtland Air Force Base/Sandia National Laboratories, Lovelace and
Winrock Mall have designated bikeway access. However, other destinations must be served to
provide a viable bicycle network and reduce vehicle miles traveled.

The provision of bicycle facilities is institutionalized in current planning, design, and operations of
the transportation system. The City is incorporating bicycle facilities when roadways are resurfaced,
rehabilitated, or reconstructed by using the existing curb-to-curb width more efficiently, as well as
when roadways are newly constructed. More funding, planning, and coordination are needed to
ensure that access to destinations is provided; missing links are completed; trails and on-street
bikeways are interconnected; physical barriers are eliminated; and the bicycle system is safe and
direct, not circuitous.

Lack of end-of-trip facilities (secure bicycle parking and shower/locker facilities) Bicycle
parking should be provided at employment centers and other major destinations in highly visible
areas (i.e., preferably near the building entrance) for bicycle security and bicyclist safety. Both short-
term and long-term parking needs to be available to serve the bicyclist needs. Long-term is defined as
two hours or more. The provision of lockers and showers at employment sites needs to be expanded
and can easily be incorporated into a company’s wellness program, thus benefiting the employee and
employer.

Recently, Federal funds were allocated to begin a Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Demand
Management Program which will work with employers to encourage their employees to bicycle to
work. Information on types of bicycle parking facilities will be made available through this program.
Additiconally, bike parking programs will be developed to increase bicycle parking at public
destinations.

Information or Knowledge Deficiencies

Perception that bicycling is dangerous - Safe bicycle facilities, with wide curb lanes or bike lanes,
need to be constructed to provide for safer bicycle travel. Novice bicyclists feel intimidated when
space is not provided, especially when bike lanes terminate short of the intersection and they need to
merge into a travel lane. Similar concerns arise at multi-lane intersections without all-way traffic
control (4-way stop or signal) for approaching traffic. It is essential that bicyclists be educated so
they do not make erratic movements which cause conflicts with motorists, thus ensuring their safety.
Education will minimize the perception that cycling is unsafe.

The City of Albuquerque is unique in that it has two bicycle safety education programs, a Kids Rodeo
Program and an Effective Cycling Course, to educate elementary school students and adults,
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respectively. These programs provide essential safe bicycling practices, will help eliminate the
perception that bicycling is unsafe, will improve bicycling skills, and can educate existing and future
motorists to have a better understanding of bicyclists needs.

The addition of the proposed Bicycle Transportation Demand Management Program will have an
impact by approaching employers and employees on a one-to-one basis. Employees will have
assistance in identifying safe, direct, and convenient bikeways to their destinations. By working with
employers, bicycle parking, showers, and lockers can be provided at employment sites to encourage
employees to bicycle. A public relations campaign to inform transportation users, both motorists and
bicyclists, how to share the road is an ongoing program activity.

Motivational Deficiencies

Weather and terrain - Albuguerque’s mild temperatures, low precipitation, and relatively flat terrain
should not be considered impediments, but actually are incentives to try bicycling.

Time required to bicycle and the distance to a destination - A direct and interconnected bikeway
network can minimize time and distance. Additionally, integrating land use planning with
transportation needs is essential to ensure origins and destinations are developed within bicycling
distances of 5 miles or less. When developing employment, shopping, activity centers or schools,
bicycle access should be incorporated into these developments. The City of Albuquerque is currently
endeavoring to coordinate bicycle facilities with all new developments.

Albuquerque provides bike racks on all buses to encourage bicycling by minimizing travel time and
distance. INTEL bicycle commuters who reside in the Four Hills area ride the bus to work and
bicycle home. During the moming peak hours, bikes can be seen on many of the buses. The demand
has steadily increased so that the provision of more racks on the buses may become an issue.

BENEFITS
The provision of a more balanced transportation system, including bicycling, provides numerous benefits
for the greater Albuquerque community.

Transportation Benefits

Roadway improvements to increase bicycle safety and attractiveness enhance motorists” safety as
well. Bike lanes or bikeway shoulders minimize traffic flow impacts by providing bicyclists with a
designated space and decrease degradation of the roadway edge, thereby increasing roadway life and
decreasing roadway maintenance costs.

Vehicle speed differential is the primary cause in a large percentage of roadway crashes and a
deterrent to potential bicyclists. A traffic caiming approach being used successtully in local
communities is the striping of bike lanes to create narrow travel lanes.

Economic Benefits

An economic benefit to cycling is a reduction in traffic congestion in which annual congestion costs
have been estimated at over $100 billion nationally. These costs result from lost production time
while stopped in traffic. The economic impacts of traffic congestion also affect the business
community through slower delivery times, diminished employee morale, and an inability of patrons to
easily access businesses.

Environmental Benefits

Bicycling could have a significant impact by replacing motor vehicles for short trips of less than 5
miles. This represents trips that are less fuel-efficient and generate the highest emission rates per mile
traveled. Because Bernalillo County is a maintenance area for carbon monoxide (CO), an air quality

r-3



City of Albuguerque — Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan

Rationale Statement

conformity analysis must be completed and approved before Transportation Improvement Programs
are approved. If the conformity analysis exceeds the mobile source emissions budget, then Federal
funds may be jeopardized. Transportation alternatives, including bicycling, are viable solutions to
reducing vehicle miles traveled and air quality impacts.

¢ Bicycling does not consume petroleum products, thereby providing energy conservation and emission
reductions.

Health Benefits

* Regular physical activity has a beneficial impact on health through its role of prevention of various
diseases and health conditions and of protection against injury and disability. Tangible benefits
include an improved mental outlook and enhanced well being (i.e., improved self-image and social
relationships, etc.). Bicycling as a transportation mode is an ideal form of exercise to maintain or
improve one’s health which will eventually impact the national goal of reducing health care costs.

Quality of Life Benefits

s In the end, a more balanced and flexible transportation system will give greater choice and
independence to more members of the community. Neighborhoods will experience fewer
environmental and transportation impacts from traffic congestion. Like the motor vehicle, the bicycle
provides personal mobility. The public, of all ages, will feel safer and more at ease in using the
transportation system, whether bicycling or walking in their neighborhood, due to the traffic calming
impacts of bikeways. As more and more people use the streets, the sense of community will be
strengthened.

SUMMARY

Albuquerque has a great opportunity to meet a vision — to create transportation system that provides
options that are real choices and meet the needs of individuals and the community as a whole. The myth
that bicycles are outgrown when a person obtains a drivers license or that they are only for recreational
use is passé. The majority of residents have bicycles stored in their garages, however, they perceive that
roadways are unsafe for bicycling. A principal component missing from the current bicycle systemis a
direct and continuous bikeway network that satisfies the public’s transportation needs. In 1994 and 1995,
City Council and the community made the commitment to expand the bikeway/trail system through
dedicated transportation funds. The City of Albuquerque has made great progress through various
planning and construction activities within the last several years in developing an improved bikeway/trail
system. This effort to encourage bicycling as a safe, healthful transportation mode continues.
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Executive Summary

Executive Summary

A sustainable quality of life includes a sustainable transportation system. This sustainable transportation
system must include on-street bicycling as a prominent travel mode. It is incumbent upon the City of
Albuquerque to encourage bicycling and develop a continuous, seamless bikeway network. This plan
describes the framework for developing a comprehensive on-street bikeway system by 2020. This on-
street bicycle network will connect ali quadrants of the city by eliminating barriers and providing access

Vision Statement: Provide safe and convenient access for bicyclists to all areas of Albuquerque, 50
that bicycling is a viable transportation opfion that results inan improved quality of
life in the Albuquerque Metropolitan Area.

Goals: .
1. Achieve a bicycle commute mode share of 5% by Year 2005 and 10% by Year 2020
2. Achieve a bicycle mode share of 5% of all trips by Year 2020.

3. Reduce by 10% the number of bicycle fatalities and injuries by Year 2020.

to residential neighborhoods, employment centers, shopping, schools and parks. The Comprehensive On-
Street Bicycle Plan recognizes bicycling as a viable, sustainable, cost effective solution to traffic
congestion and air quality in the Albuquerque Metropolitan Planning Area.

On-street bicycle facilities consist of bicycle lanes or bicycle routes designated along the roadway.
Bicycle lanes are a portion of the paved roadway, approximately 4 to 6 feet in width, designated by
striping, pavement markings and signing for the exclusive or preferential use of bicyclists. Bicycle lanes
are appropriate along most urban arterials and collectors. Bicycle routes are roadways shared by both
bicyclists and motorists and are typically found on neighborhood streets with low traffic volumes. Where
higher volume roadways have physical constraints that prohibit bicycle lane striping, bike route signing is
a feasible alternative. These higher volume roadways that are signed as bike routes accommodate the
bicycles by constructing a wider outside travel lane for a vehicle to safely pass a cyclist. Where on-street
bikeways are provided, they should be installed along each side of the roadway to ensure that cyclists
travel in the same direction as the motor vehicles.

An efficient bikeway system is a transportation system that encourages commuting and long distance
travel and includes connectivity to other transportation modes. Transit is an integral component of the
bikeway system by providing bicycle racks for transport on buses. Transit allows bicyclists to extend
their trip length by creating a shared multi-modal trip. This is further extended to transit-related end-of-
trip facilities such as secure bicycle parking at transit centers or park-and-ride lots, eliminating the need
for a motorized passenger vehicle during the trip.

Business should embrace bicycling as an alternative transportation mode. To promote bicycling,
employers must develop provisions for cycling such as end-of-trip facilities that include employee
showers, lockers and bicycle parking. Zoning changes will be proposed to implement end-of-trip
facilities in new building construction.

The bicycling community uses the 4-Es ~ Education, Encouragement, Enforcement and Engineering — to
promote and develop safe cyclists, motorists and facilities. Education begins with elementary school
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children and requires reinforcement during secondary education. All adults should have bicycling
education; riders need to learn the rules of the road and make predictable movements around motorists
and motorists need education to better understand and appreciate bicyclists. Bicycling is encouraged
through promotional activities and the construction of a safe, efficient, continuous bikeway network.
Enforcement must be applied to both the cycling and motoring community to promote safe travel.
Engineering guarantees safe, consistently designed facilities which create a safer environment for both
motorists and bicyclists.

Data concerning the current state of bicycling in Albuguerque were gathered through public input via
public meetings, meeting with local bicycle committees, a public opinion survey, and the project steering
committee. These inputs established the system needs. A comprehensive inventory of the existing
bikeway network, including the entire collector/arterial roadway system, was performed to determine
which roads could feasibly be designated as bikeways. The selected roadways were included in the
recommended bikeway network if cost effective facilities could be built or if required for system
connectivity. The cost of each network link was estimated and a list of all links, improvements, and costs
are contained in the plan document appendices.

This plan does not specifically address opportunities to provide a wide outside travel lane shared by both
bicyclists and motorists on principal and minor arterials. When roads are resurfaced or reconstructed, the
inclusion of wide curb lanes will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

The recommended on-street bicycle network, shown in Figure ES-1, will contain 507 miles of bike routes,
bike lanes and sidewalk trails. The existing systemn contains 256 miles of lanes and routes, exclusive of
the 55-mile off-street trail system. The estimated costs and bikeway mileage improvements are shown in
Table ES-1. The project costs represent the planning level cost estimate of bikeway and roadway
{overlay, rehabilitation or reconstruction) improvements. The bikeway costs are the planning level costs
that are directly attributable to bicycle facility improvements.

Table ES-1
Recommended Bikeway Network Summary
;E‘;i ‘ ;"E;: Bikeway Costs®*

Existing Bikeways 56.1 479

hoprovements 30.2 120.1 $17,500,000.
Proposed Bikeways

Improvements 782 174.2 $26,000,000.
Totals 164.5 342.0 $43,500,000.

#* Includes sidewalk trails.
**Estimated costs in 1998 dollars.

Currently, the on-street program’s annual budget comes from a 5% set aside from the Public Works
Department (PWD), General Obligation Bond, Transportation budget. This 5% set aside funds both the
on-street bikeway program and the multi-use trails program, with a designated portion for each
established by the appropriate City of Albuquerque agencies. The Obligation Bond funding is adjusted
on a biennial basis.

To implement the plan by 2020, an annual budget of $2,175,000 would be required starting in 2000.
Alternative funding sources will be required therefore, and these could include the Y4 cent sales tax (non-
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dedicated to the on-street program), an increased set aside from the PWD Transportation budget, State
funding or Federal funding. Federal funding of $14.000,000 was made available for 1998 New Mexico
projects in categories that include bicycle facility implementation. It should be noted however, that these
same Federal funds are eligible for roadway, transit, and other transportation improvements; therefore,
only a portion is ultimately committed to the bicycle program. The preparation of grants to secure
Federal funding through the NMSHTD will be the responsibility of the Public Works Department
Bicycle/Pedestrian Planner.

Implementation of bicycle improvements can be grouped into two categories: system connectivity and
safety. System connectivity refers to the elimination of “missing links” between existing on-street
facilities or between on-street and trail facilities. Connectivity may also refer to the connection of bicycle
facilities to activity or employment centers, schools or parks. These connections may be either on-street
or trail connections. Safety improvements refer primarily to spot improvements at geometrically deficient
intersections or along bikeways with a high number of documented collisions. Recommended actions and
strategies are further identified in Chapter 3.

Some of these improvements will be implemented with the available funding. The majority of the
improvements for the on-strect bikeway system will be constructed as part of larger capitol improvements
or as part of a maintenance activity. Roadway widening and reconstruction projects along streets with
designated bicycle facilities, per this plan, will incorporate bikeways into the design. Similarly, when
roadways designated for bicycle lanes are overlaid, they will be restriped with bicycle lanes. These
projects will be funded by sources other than the on-street bicycle program.

Systematic and responsive maintenance of bicycle facilities will provide higher utilization and a safer
network. Maintenance — clean bicycle lanes, smooth pavement, and legible signing and striping — was a
frequent response to the survey question “What factors would make bicycling more attractive to you?”.
The public must perceive that bikeways are safe and well managed to increase their usage. Addressing
maintenance concerns, including traffic control during maintenance, utility, and construction activity, will
create a safer riding environment.

In conjunction with implementation, new design standards are proposed for the City of Albuguerque’s
Development Process Manual. These new standards reflect recent design guideline changes. Similarly, a
zoning change will be proposed to regulate the inclusion of end-of-trip facilities in all new construction.
These zoning regulations will apply to all new buildings, regardless of their proximity to the bicycle
network.

To summarize, the following items are required for a successful bikeway network in Albuquerque:

. Bicycling must be considered a transportation mode, not just a recreational activity;

. A safe, direct, continuous bikeway network must be planned, designed, and implemented;
. Maintenance must be systematic, frequent and responsive;

. Bicycling must be promoted as a safe transportation alternative between all destinations;
. Bicyclists must be educated in the ‘rules of the road’ to safely interact with motorists;

. Funding must be procured to implement this Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan.

ES3



City of Albuguerque — Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan

Executive Summary

This page intentionally blank.

ES-4



A CRONYMS AND D EFINITIONS






City of Albuguerque—Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan

Glossary of Terms
Acronyms and Definitions
AASHTO American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials.
Advanced These are experienced riders who can operate under most traffic
Bicyclists conditions. They comprise the majority of the current users of
(Class A) collector and arterial streets.
Arterial A street designated to carry traffic, mostly uninterrupted, through an

urban area to different areas or neighborhoods within an urban area.

Basic Bicyclists These are casual or new adult and teenage riders who are less

(Class B) confident of their ability to operate in traffic without special
provisions (i.e., bike lanes or bike paths) for bicycles. Some will
develop greater skills and progress to the advanced level.

Bicycle A vehicle having two tandem wheels, either of which is more than 16”
in diameter or having three wheels in contact with the ground any of
which is more than 16” in diameter, propelled solely by human power,
upon which any person or persons may ride.

Bicycle A bicycle boulevard is a concept wherein a street (typically local) is

Boulevard designed to facilitate the through movement of bicycles while
maintaining local access for motor vehicle travel by utilizing traffic
calming and traffic control devices to minimize potential conflicts.

Bicycle A general term denoting improvements and provisions made to

Facilities accommodate or encourage bicycling, including bikeways, parking
facilities, bicycle loop detectors, mapping of all bikeways, and shared
roadways not specifically designated for bicycle use.

Bike Corridor  Areas where a bikeway is being considered, but the type and
feasibility have not yet been determined.

Bike Lane A portion of a roadway that has been designated by striping, signing
and pavement markings for the preferential or exclusive use of
bicyclists.

Bike Route A segment of the bikeways system designated by the jurisdiction

having authority with appropriate directional and informational
markers, with or without a specific bicycle route number. Bicycle
routes are primarily used on local streets and sometimes on low-
volume, low-speed collector streets.

Bikeway Any road, way, or trail which in some manner is specifically
designated as being open to bicycle travel, regardless of whether such
facilities are designated for the exclusive use of bicycles or are to be
shared with other transportation modes.

Children These are pre-teen riders whose roadway use is initially monitored by
Bicyclists parents. Eventually they are accorded independent access to the
(Class C) system.

crp Capital Improvement Program.
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Collector A street designated to carry traffic between local streets and arterials
or from local street to local street.
Crosswalk The portion of the roadway, striped or unstriped, designated for

pedestrian and/or bicycle crossing where a sidewalk, walkway or
multi-use trail intersects a street.

DPM Development Process Manual: A compilation of City zoning and
design criteria and procedures. This manual includes both street and
bicycle facility design criteria.

FHWA Federal Highway Administration.

GABAC Greater Albuquerque Bicycling Advisory Committee.

GARTC Greater Albuquerque Recreational Trails Committee.

Grade A measure of roadway or bikeway slope, expressed as a ratio of

vertical rise per horizontal distance. For example, a 5% grade equals a
5 foot rise over a 100 foot horizontal distance.

Legend ‘Words, phrases or numbers appearing on all or part of a traffic control
device.

Mode of Travel Means of travel such as automobile, transit, bicycle, or walking.
Mode Split Process of separating total person trips into modes of travel.

MRGCOG Middle Rio Grande Council of Governments: An association of local
governments in Bernalillo, Sandoval, Torrance and Valencia counties.
The Urban Transportation Planning Policy Board (UTPPB) is a special
body established by the MRGCOG Board of Directors to adopt
policies for the long range transportation systems planning process in
the Albuquerque Urban Area. The UTPPB considers
recommendations from several technical subcommittees and approves
the Transportation Improvement Program which is the basis for
allocation of federal transportation funds.

Multi-Use A bikeway physically separated from motorized vehicular traffic by an

Trail open space or barrier and either within the street right-of-way or
within an independent right-of-way.

MUTCD Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices: A national standard for

placement and selection of all traffic control devices on or adjacent to
all highway open to public travel.

NMSHTD New Mexico State Highway and Transportation Department.

Overcrossing A structure used to traverse barriers (e.g., rivers, interstates, arroyos)
(Bridge) to bicycle travel.

Pavement Painted or applied line(s) or legend placed on any bikeway surface for
Marking regulating, guiding or warning traffic.
Peak Hour That hour during which the maximum amount of travel occurs.

Generally, there is both a morning and aftemoon peak hour.
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Primary Trail A type of trail designated in the Trails and Bikeways Facility Plan
which is of primary importance to the regional transportation network.
Primary trails coincide with “Trail/Path” designated on the Long
Range Bikeway System Map.

Right-of-Way (1) A general term denoting land, property or interest therein, usually
in a strip, acquired for or devoted to transportation modes. (2) The
right of one vehicle or pedestrian to proceed in a lawful manner in
preference to another vehicle or pedestrian.

Roadway The portion of the highway, including shoulders, intended for vehicle
use.

Secondary A type of trail designated in the Trails and Bikeways Facility Plan

Trail which supplements the primary trail system and may provide access to

it. Separation of recreational users from commuter cyclists is
encouraged if right-of-way is available.

Shared Any roadway upon which a bicycle lane is not designated and which
Roadway may be legally used by bicycles regardless of whether such facility is
specifically designated as a bikeway.

Shoulder A portion of a highway contiguous to the roadway that is primarily for
use by pedestrians, bicyclists and motor vehicles with problems.

Sidewalk The portion of a highway designed for preferential use by pedestrians.
Sidewalks usually have a hard, smooth surface, separated from the
roadway with a curb or a curb and planting strip.

Sidewalk- Any sidewalk signed and/or striped to permit cyclists to share the
bikeway travel right-of-way with pedestrians.

Traffic Control Signs, signals or other fixtures, whether permanent or temporary,
Devices placed on or adjacent to a travelway by authority of a public body
having jurisdiction to regulate, warn, or guide traffic.

Traffic Volume The given number of vehicles that pass a specific location in a given
amount of time (hour, day, year).

Transportation A transportation planning and programming document developed by
Improvement MRGCOG for the Albuquerque area which identifies the capitol

Program transportation activities for a 6-year period, updated annually.
Undercrossing A structure used to traverse barriers (e.g., rivers, interstates, and
(Tunnel) arroyos) to bicycle travel.

Vehicle Any device in, upon or by which any person or property may be

transported or drawn upon a public highway, including vehicles that
are self-propelled or powered by any means.

Wide Curb Wide curb lanes are desired along shared roadways and preferably
Lanes should be 14 feet in width (measured from lane stripe to edge of gutter
pan or edge of pavement).
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Introduction

Bicycling is a low-cost means of transportation that is non-polluting, energy-efficient, healthy, and fun,
which can also help to reduce traffic congestion and air/noise pollution, and improve the quality of life
within the Albugquerque community. Bicycles offer an efficient form of transportation to all
socioeconomic levels including the non-driving public at a low-cost. Other benefits of bicycling include
improved physical fitness and health, and a reduced requirement for roadway and parking space per
traveler.

A historical and current trend in American cities, including Albuquerque, is a continued outward growth
through suburban development. This suburban growth pattern is fueled by the convenience of the
automobile, giving people the ability to travel greater distances to their destinations. Analysis of the
1990 National Personal Transportation Survey (NPTS) revealed that “the Federal Highway
Administration has realized that the ability to fund and maintain a growing road system cannot keep pace
indefinitely with consumer demand”’. National statistics indicate that between 1969 and 1990 the
number of households, drivers, workers and vehicles grew at a faster rate than the population. This trend
confirms that the demand for personal mobility is increasing, potentially beyond the ability to
accommodate the demand through new roadway construction alone. Both public and private interests
desire to give increased priority to alternative travel modes, including bicycling.

Adults are rediscovering bicycling as both transportation mode and a health enhancing activity. A 1990
Harris Poll” revealed that:
e 82 million adults have ridden a bicycle in the past year (46% of American adults);
»  87% of the adult cyclists indicated that the rely upon the street system for travel; and,
¢ Over 41 million adult cyclists indicate that they would occasionally commute to work by bike if
safe bike lanes or other designated bicycle facilities were available.

Bicycling in Albuquerque is often perceived as dangerous due to the perceived lack of proper and safe
bicycle facilities. Although many good bicycle facilities are available in Albuquerque; a system of
continuous, interconnected bikeways does not yet exist. To encourage Albuquerqueans to shift to
bicycling, it will be necessary to provide space on the road for bicyclists. This provision will improve
bicycle travel for shopping, school and work trips, reduce motor vehicle-bicycle conflicts, and reduce
traffic congestion by removing road users from single occupant vehicles.

Because of great weather year-round, relatively
level terrain, a large population of environmentally
aware, and outdoor-oriented citizens, bicycling in
Albuquerque has growth potential, despite suburban
growth. According to the 1990 U.S. Census Survey
about 1.2% of Albuquerque’s workforce currently
commutes to work by bicycle, while 1% of all trips
(e.g., work, shopping, school) in the metropolitan
area are made by bicycle, illustrated in the chart to
the left. There are approximately 2.8 million daily
trips in this community and about 28,000 of those
1990 Albuguerque Mode Split for All Trips trips are made by bicycle. The current long-range
bicycle policy for the Albuquerque Metropolitan
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Planning Area (AMPA), as stated in the 2020 Other % 50%
Metropolitan Transportation Plan® (MTP), gy B
predicts a 33% and 200% increase in bicycle

trips by the years 2010 and 2020,

respectively. By 2020, this 200% increase Carpodl

51.0%
would yield approximately 84,000 daily 20% L _
bicycle trips. The 1994 Long Range Trarsit  Motoreyde
Transportation Plan (LRTP) Citizens W 1%
. . 3
Advisory Committee” recommended that a CAC Year 2015 Mode Split R uti

mode split for all trips in the year 2015

includes 5% by bicycle, illustrated in the

chart to the right. Note: this recommendation was never officially adopted as part of the 1994 LRTP.
This plan is asking the citizens of Albuquerque to alter their travel choices to make 1 out of every 20
trips by bicycle or as few as 1 trip per week.

National research has found that more than a quarter of all trips are one mile or less; almost half were
three miles or less, and approximately two-thirds are five miles or less.* Studies have shown that most
bicycle trips fall in the two to five mile range. Moreover, approximately half of all people nationwide
live less than two miles from the closest public transportation route, making an intermodal bicycle-transit
trip more attractive. Recent advances in bicycle design have made them more durable, efficient, and
user-friendly, increasing the likelihood of making the two to five mile bicycle trip. A 5-mile bicycle trip
for example will take approximately 20 minutes at 15 mph. While it may not always be possible to shift
work trips from automobile to bicycle, only 21% of all trips involve travel to or from work.® Targeting
trips to schools, parks, shopping centers or other major
destinations may also provide considerable benefit for the
community.

Figure 1-1
Bicycle Decision Factors

Initial Considerations

For the Albuquerque Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle
Plan to be successful, it is important to understand the
factors that influence a person’s choice of travel mode.

Before choosing to use a bicycle for a particular trip a If Feasible
person will likely need to overcome the following three : ‘

.. . . . . Trip Barriers
factors: 1) initial consideration, 2) trip barriers, and 3)

destination barriers. The issues associated with each of
these three factors are listed below. This process is
illustrated in Figure 1-1.

If Overcome

Destination Barriers

If Overcome

Decision to Bicycle

- Perception that blcychng requires a hlgh level Source: The National Bicycling and Walking Study:
of physical exertion. Transportation Choices for a Changing America

+ Tnitial Considerations

— Seriously consider bicycling as a viable
transportation option.

-~ Distance and/or time factor.

— Safety concerns (nighttime travel).

- Situational constraints such as needing a car
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for work or dropping kids off at daycare.
Trip Barriers
— Perception of safety and actual safety problems associated with traffic.
— Existence of adequate bicycle facilities.

~ Presence or absence of physical barriers (e.g., directness of bikeway, narrow bridges, or
complex intersections).

— Presence or absence of environmental factors (e.g., hilly terrain or extreme weather).
Destination Barriers
— Presence or absence of end-of-trip facilities (e.g., secure bicycle parking or showers).

— Support from employers (¢.g., reimbursed parking fees, less formal dress code, or
“flextime™).

Before bicycle usage can be increased, a number of issues must be addressed as part of the Albuquerque
Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan, including:

The provision of a comprehensive bikeway network that consists of direct, continuous,
convenient, and a safe system of bicycle facilities.

— TImproving existing bicycle facilities to safely accommodate bicycles.
— Implementing new bicycle facilities to provide route connectivity and remove barriers.

— Providing adequate space on roadways to accommodate bicycles by modifying street
standards.

~ Implementing a maintenance program for bicycle facilities.

The provision of adequate bicycle end-of-trip facilities (e.g., bicycle parking and showers) at trip
destinations.

The promotion of bicycling through encouragement and education campaigns.
The promotion of bicycle safety through education and enforcement efforts.

The promotion of intermodal bicycle-transit trips to increase the effectiveness of both
transportation modes.

The identification of funding sources to pay for bicycle facilities and programs, including
maintenance.

A renewed interest in bicycling as a viable transportation mode, at a national level, was generated by
public demand. This demand resulted in the non-motorized provisions in the 1991 Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) and subsequently the Transportation Equity Act for the 21%
Century (TEA-21). Both ISTEA and TEA-21 represent a significant change in national transportation
policy, allowing states and communities to invest in bicycle projects leading to a more balanced
multimodal transportation system. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has stated that they
“strongly support the use of these [bicycling and walking] travel modes as essential elements of a more
balanced Intermodal Transportation System. The FHWA will continue taking a strong leadership role in
promoting both the use and safety of these modes of travel.”
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Under ISTEA, ali states and large communities were required to develop transportation plans that
incorporate programs and facilities for bicycling. In Albuquerque, bicycling and related facilities have
been an important issue since the early 1970’s.

Albuquerque Bicycle System History

In 1972, the City of Albuquerque began work on its bicycle facilities network. A team effort involving
an ad hoc Bikeway Advisory Committee and the City of Albuquerque Planning Department developed
The Bikeway Study, which was published in March 1974. This study led to the advent of the Long
Range Bikeway System (formerly called the Bikeways Master Plan), which establishes policy regarding
bikeways in the Albuquerque Metropolitan Planning Area. The BMP was first included in the 1974
Transportation Program.

This 1974 study proposed a bicycle facilities network consisting of approximately 88 miles of bike trails,
60 miles of bike lanes, and 54 miles of bike routes (Figure 1-2). This network shows a circumferential
beltline of off-street trails on the east side of the city which is bisected by the on-street system. The
beltline consists of the Tramway trails (north and east), Tijeras Arroyo trail (south), and Paseo del
Bosque (west). The North Diversion Channel trail creates a backbone with other bikeways connecting
into it. The total proposed network (i.e., bike trails and bike lanes), originally targeted for completion in
1978, has yet to be realized.

A more recent planning effort undertaken by the City of Albuquerque was the Trails and Bikeways
Facility Plan, completed in 1993. This plan established long-range policies for off-street trails and
bicycle facilities within the Albuquerque Metropolitan Planning Area. A proposed trail system that
serves both recreational and commuting bicyclists was the primary purpose of this plan. The plan did
recommend the creation of two positions, a Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinator and a Trails Coordinator, to
oversee the development of the on-street and off-street bikeways respectively. Recommended elements
of this study are currently being implemented as funding becomes available.

In addition to the City of Albuquerque, the State of New Mexico and the Middle Rio Grande Council of
Governments (MRGCOG) have both been active in bicycle planning. The Long Range Bikeway System
(LRBS), presented in Figure 1-3, is part of the long-range transportation plan (2020 Metropolitan
Transportation Plan) for the urban area. Opportunities to update the LRBS are provided twice per year
through a MRGCOG transportation planning process. The LRBS is included in the Transportation
Program, which is reviewed and approved annually by elected officials. Local jurisdictions, including
Bemalillo County and the cities of Albuquerque and Rio Rancho provide input for the LRBS.

At the state level, the New Mexico Bicycle-Pedestrian-Equestrian Transportation Plan was completed in
1996. This plan provides goals, recommended actions, and planning and design guidelines to improve
and accommodate non-motorized transportation modes. The Bicycle-Pedestrian-Equestrian Advisory
Committee stated that “the citizens of this state support providing facilities for, and encouraging the use
of, non-motorized transportation alternatives.”

The original ad hoc Bikeway Advisory Committee has been replaced by the Greater Albuquerque Bicycle
Advisory Committee (GABAC) and the Greater Albuquerque Recreational Trails Committee (GARTC).
Each of these citizen committees was established by ordinance and are charged with representing
bicyclists and advising governmental agencies on projects affecting bicyclists. The difference between
these two advisory committees is that GABAC is responsible for providing input regarding on-street
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Proposed Bike Network from The Bikeway Study (1974)
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bikeways and GARTC provides input regarding off-street trails. These committees also participate in
updating the Long Range Bikeways System.

This current project reviewed and constdered these previous studies and will integrate the appropriate
recommendations. The Albuguerque Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan was initiated, based on a
recommendation included in the Trails and Bikeways Facility Plan, to investigate on-street bikeways
more closely. In late 1996, this project was initiated with a project steering committee meeting. The
project steering committee, consisting of members from bicycle advisory and advocacy groups, public
agencies, and other parties, has provided guidance throughout this process. Public participation has
occurred throughout this process and the input received has been integrated into this Comprehensive On-
Street Bicycle Plan.

Summary of Local Plans and Policies

This summary provides a discussion of the major plans and policies which have guided the development
of the existing Albuquerque bicycle network. Many plans and policies are currently in place which
pertain to one or more of the following issues: 1) bicycle related policies, 2) funding for bicycle facilities,
3) bicycle related standards, and 4) guidelines for locating bicycle facilities. A list of relevant plans is
provided in Table 1-1, and the relationship between the various plans is shown as Figure 1-4. A brief
summary of the bicycle-related issues discussed in many of these plans is also provided.

Table 1-1
Local Planning and Policy Documents that Guide Bicycling in Albuquerque

.. _...Bicycling Issue. _
Policy Funding | Standards ‘| Location

Document

Albuquerque/Bernalillo County
Comprehensive Plan

b
>

2020 Metropolitan Transportation Plan

b
>4

Long Range Bikeway System Map

>
P

Trails & Bikeways Facility Plan

Future Albuquerque Area Bikeways and Streets X

New Mexico Bicycle-Pedestrian-Equestrian
Transportation Plan

City of Albuguerque Ordinances X

Development Process Manual X

City of Albuquerque Decade Plan: Capital
Improvement Program

Bernalillo County Capital Improvement Program

Albuquerque Metropolitan Planning Area
Transportation Program

I I A

Statewide Transportation Improvement Program

Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Comprehensive Plan
The Comprehensive Plan is a long-range plan that establishes how the urban form of the
Albuquerque/Bemalillo County planning area should evolve and establishes the city/county position
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supporting bicycling as an alternative to automobile travel. This document provides guidance in the
development of all other lower ranking plans. Lower ranking area plans and sector plans usually include
a discussion that encourages bicycling, and some of these plans have identified specific bicycle facilities
to be included in the Long Range Bikeway System.

Figure 1-4
Bicycle Planning Process

‘State Plan

Long-Range
Comprehensive
Transportation Plan

State Bike Plan

New Mexico BPE

Transportation Plan

NMSH&TD
STIP

MPO Bike Plan

. *—_ . ‘ +
Transportation 2020 Metropolitan : Bikeways
Program Transportation Plan Master Plan

Local CIPs | Local Bike Plans:

. — e . ;

COA Comp Bike Plan
i Lucal ® Trail and Bikeways
Gp.mp Plans I Facility Plan

® COA Decade Plan: CIP §
@ Bernalillo County CIP I

Albuguerque/Bernalillo
County Comp Plan

2020 Metropolitan Transportation Plan for the Albuquerque Metropolitan Planning Area

The 2020 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) is a document, developed by the Middle Rio Grande
Council of Governments (MRGCOG), which guides the development of the transportation system for the
Albuquerque Metropolitan Planning Area (AMPA). Implementation of the 2020 MTP requires a
reduction in single occupant vehicle trips by increasing bicycling, walking, carpooling, vanpooling, and
transit trips. To accomplish these modal shifts away from single occupant vehicles, the 2020 MTP
recommends that additional funding be provided to expand pedestrian, bicycle, and transit systems and to
encourage the use of these alternative modes. Some of the key bicycle related items discussed in the
2020 MTP are summarized as follows:

e The goals established for bicycling in the 2020 MTP include a 33% increase in bicycle trips by
2010 and a 200% increase by 2020.
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¢ Increase bicycle ridership through improved and new bicycle facilities, connectivity to transit,
bicycle end-of-trip facilities (e.g., parking and shower/lockers), and educational efforts. An
education program not only encourages more people to bicycle; it also improves safety.

¢ Provide a bicycle network that consists of safe on-street and off-street bicycle facilities that
connect major destinations and connect to transit facilities. This will require improvements for
some existing bicycle facilities and the addition of many miles of new bicycle facilities.

» Funding for bicycle projects will come from roadway construction, rehabilitation, and
reconstruction; Congestion Mitigation/Air Quality (CMAQ); and Surface Transportation
Program — Enhancement funds; and dedicated local bikeway funds.

¢ The 2020 MTP discusses the Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan in the context that, once it
is approved, it will provide the basis for revising the Long Range Bikeway System and the
identification of future construction projects.

Long Range Bikeway System Map (formerly known as the Bikeways Master Plan)

The Long Range Bikeway System (LRBS) establishes long-range policies for bicycle facilities within the
Albuquerque Metropolitan Planning Area (AMPA). The LRBS map is shown in Figure 1-3. Revisions
to this map may occur twice a year through the Future Albugquerque Area Bikeways and Streets process,
with input from MRGCOG and the Greater Albuquerque Bicycle Advisory Committee (GABAC). The
LRBS is also included in the annual AMPA Transportation Program.

Trails and Bikeways Facility Plan

The Trails and Bikeways Facility Plan, developed by the City of Albuquerque Planning Department,
establishes long-range policies for off-street trails and bicycle facilities within the Albuquerque
Metropolitan Planning Area. The result of this plan is a trail system that not only serves recreational
purposes, but also commuting purposes. A hierarchy of trail types is included in this plan with secondary
trails primarily used for recreation, which could be paved or unpaved, and primary trails used for both
commuting and recreation. The primary trails from this plan are included in the LRBS to show trail and
on-street connectivity.

This plan made the recommendation that a separate on-street bikeways evaluation study be conducted. It
further recommended that two new full-time positions be established in the City with responsibility for
implementing bicycle and pedestrian planning and improvements. This recommendation has been
implemented and the Bicycle/Pedestrian Planner and Trails Coordinator positions exist today.

Future Albuquerque Area Bikeways and Streets

The Future Albuquerque Area Bikeways and Streets (FAABS) document contains the streets and
bikeway facility planning maps for the AMPA. These planning maps, including the LRBS, are updated
twice a year, spring and fall, as part of the FAABS review process. This is a formal process that allows
local governments, agencies, and bicycling advisory committees the opportunity to provide their input on
bicycle planning within the AMPA.

New Mexico Bicycle-Pedestrian-Equestrian Transportation Plan

The New Mexico Bicycle-Pedestrian-Equestrian (BPE) Transportation Plan is a planning document,
developed by the New Mexico State Highway Commission and the State Highway and Transportation
Department, which provides guidelines for accommodating non-motorized transportation alternatives.
This plan identifies goals, recommended actions, and planning and design standards to improve and
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accommodate non-motorized transportation modes. The primary bicycle related recommendations of the
BPE Transportation Plan include the following:

e A statewide bicycle transportation system should be developed which is based on connectivity to
destinations, safety of routes, scenic value, and demand. State bikeways should be continued
through towns and urban areas by the responsible governmental entity.

o Shoulders, bicycle lanes or wide curb lanes should be included on all new roadway construction
and reconstruction projects.

¢ Design standards for bicycle facilities (AASHTO) must be established and followed.
¢ One person in each NMSHTD district should be responsible for BPE issues.

Revised Ordinances of Albuquerque, 1974 (R.O. 1974)

This compilation of City ordinances includes legislation regulating development. Ordinances pertaining
to bicycles deal with bicycle parking and proper riding skills. More specifically, the bicycle parking
ordinance specifies the location of bicycle parking, type of bicycle parking to be used, and the minimum
number of parking spaces required for residential units and non-residential developments. A complete
list of applicable bicycle laws is included in Appendix A (under separate cover).

Development Process Manual (City of Albuquerque)

The Development Process Manual (DPM) outlines the procedures and design criteria used during the
development process. Its intended users include City staff, property owners, developers, and their agents.
Its general purpose is to carry out the goals and policies of the Albuquerque/Bernalillo County
Comprehensive Plan and the City Ordinances by encouraging high quality, innovative design; a variety in
choice of neighborhoods and lifestyles; preservation of natural features and resources; and ensuring the
health, safety, and welfare of the community.

A chapter of the DPM is devoted to transportation design issues, including bicycle location and design
guidelines. New design guidelines are recommended by AASHTO and other agencies; therefore, the
DPM bicycle design criteria require updating. One component of this plan’s development was review of
these bikeway-related guidelines, and revisions will be forwarded to the DPM committee for adoption.

City of Albugquerque Decade Plan: Capital Implementation Program

The Decade Plan documents the budgeted capital improvement projects for the City of Albuquerque over
a ten-year period. This plan is updated every two years, and funding comes from the General Obligation
Bond Program which is approved by the voters. Bicycle projects are funded through a variety of
departments, including parks and general services, planning, and public works.

In 1995, the Albuquerque City Council passed a resolution which set aside five percent of the Public
Works street funding in the Capital Implementation Program for trails and bikeways. This bicycle
project funding is administrated jointly by the Public Works, Planning, and Parks and Recreation
Departments. In accordance with the resolution, this funding has primarily been used for off-street trails
that were recommended as part of the Trails and Bikeways Facility Plan. Bernalillo County passed a
similar resolution, setting aside the same funding level for bicycle projects.
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Albuquerque Metropolitan Planning Area Transportation Program

The Metropolitan Transportation Program (MTP) summarizes transportation planning and programming
activities in the Albuquerque Metropolitan Planning Area for 20-year intervals. This document includes
a six-year Transportation Improvement Program (TTP) which only includes projects that will implement
the Metropolitan Transportation Plan. A crucial element of the MTP is the Long Range Bikeway
System, which is updated bi-annually.

New Mexico State Highway and Transportation Department:

Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)

The New Mexico STIP documents the budgeted transportation improvement projects for the state of New
Mexico over a six-year period. The STIP distributes both state and federal funding to the six districts of
the NMSHTD. Often local agencies are asked to provide matching funding for projects within their
communities. Federal funding is primarily provided by the Transportation Equity Act for the 21*
Century (TEA-21). Funding programs under TEA-21 from which bicycle projects can receive funding
include the Surface Transportation Program, the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement
Program, and the Transportation Enhancements Program.

Albuquerque Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan Report Organization
The Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan identifies actions needed to make Albuquerque a bicycle-
friendly community. The contents of each chapter of this document are summarized below:

e Chapter 2: Objectives and Policies — Defines the vision statement, the goals, the objectives, and
the action items that will guide the implementation of the Albuquerque Comprehensive On-Street
Bicycle Plan. The relationship between the Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan and other
major plans and policies is also discussed.

o Chapter 3: Background Information — Provides a summary of the current status of bicycling in
Albuquerque looking at such issue as the existing bikeway network, educational and
encouragement efforts, bicycle collisions, and bicycle usage.

s Chapter 4: Bikeway Network — Describes the existing and recommended bikeway networks with
information provided on types of improvements required to implement bicycle facilities and the
associated project costs.

o  Chapter 5: Implementation Plan — Describes the steps necessary for a successful implementation
of the Albuguerque Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan.
Appendices

®  Appendix A: Bicycle Laws - New Mexico State Statutes and City of Albuquerque Ordinances that
relate to bicycling.

Appendix B: Bicycle Counts — Tabulation of base line bicycle counts conducted for the
Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan.

Appendix C: Public Opinion Survey — Tabulation of responses to public opinion survey
distributed for the Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan.

Appendix D: Open House — A summary of events and comments associated with the
Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan’s first open house (public meeting).

Appendix E: Existing Bicycle Facilities Scores ~ Summary of scores assigned to each roadway
segment that has an existing bikeway.
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s Appendix F: Improvement Costs for Existing Bicycle Facilities — Tabulation of estimated project
improvement costs for existing bikeways.

o Appendix G.: Improvement Costs for Proposed Additional Bicycle Facilities — Tabulation of
estimated project improvement costs for proposed bikeways.

This plan is intended to be a 20-year guide to make Albuquerque a more bicycle-friendly community. Its
success is dependent upon policy maker’s, bicyclists’, and other resident’s support in recognizing the
benefits of providing an interconnected bikeway system that links employment and shopping sites,
schools, and parks. These benefits are related to quality of life, reduced traffic congestion and improved
air quality.

References:
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Obijectives and Policies

This chapter defines the vision statement, goals, objectives, and action items that will guide the
implementation of the Albuquerque Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan. A project steering
committee consisting of members from public agencies and citizen groups spent considerable time
reviewing Goals and Objectives for bicycling published in the MRGCOG Long Range Transportation
Plan and the Trails and Bikeways Facility Plan. In addition, the steering committee also reviewed Goals
and Objectives from the state of Oregon and the following cities: Portland, Phoenix, Seattle, Tucson,
Denver, and LaCrosse, Wisconsin. Members of the project steering committee were asked to consider
the following primary issues as part of their review.

e  What are the current bicycling goals and objectives for the Albuquerque Metropolitan Area,
- especially with regard to the on-street bicycle system and connections to the off-street system?

e  Which of these goals and objectives may have already been or are in the process of being
achieved?

e  Which goals and objectives should be retained and possibly modified, expanded, and/or
clarified?

e What are the measures of effectiveness or benchmarks for these goals and objectives?

e What goals, objectives, and/or strategies from other bicycle plans across the U.S. can be
incorporated reasonably into the Albuquerque Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan?

With input from the steering committee members, a vision statement was prepared along with supporting
goals, objectives, and action items, which are provided.

Vision Statement

Provide safe and convenient access for bicyclists to all areas of Albuquerque,
so that bicycling is a viable transportation option that resulis in an improved
quality of life in the Albuquerque Metropolitan Area.

Goals and Objectives
Goals
I. Achieve a Bicycle Commute Mode Share of 5 percent by Year 2005 and a 10 percent Bicycle
Commute Share by Year 2020.
2. Achieve a Bicycle Mode Share of 5 percent of All Trips by Year 2020.

Reduce by 10 percent the Number of Bicycle Fatalities and Injuries by Year 2020.

Objective 1: Develop and promote Metropolitan Albuquerque as a Bicycle-Friendly Community.

A. Achieve the League of American Bicyclists “Bicycle Friendly Communities™ designation and
Bicycling Magazine’s “Top Ten Best Cities for Cycling” award by institutionalizing bicycling
as a legitimate form of transportation in all planning and programming efforts and public
awareness campaigns.

B. Provide full-time staff positions dedicated to bicycle transportation and appropriate office
budgets to promote bicycling within the Albuquerque metropolitan area.

C. Support the establishment of designated personnel and appropriate office budgets in other
Albuguerque Metropolitan Planning Area jurisdictions to address bicycling concerns.
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Maintain the dedicated local funding source for construction and maintenance of bikeways and
establish specific budget line items in the Albuquerque budget to support the provision of on-
street bicycle facilities and programs.

Institutionalize bicycling as a legitimate form of transportation through bicycle-friendly
roadway design practices and through consistent, routine training of City of Albuquerque,
MRGCOG, and other jurisdiction’s staff on bicycle transportation planning and design. Work
with University of New Mexico and New Mexico State University to develop curricula for
bicycle-friendly transportation system design.

Support efforts of the Greater Albuquerque Bicycling Advisory Committee (GABAC) to
promote bicycling and improve bicycle safety through effective response to GABAC concerns.
Provide staff liaisons from the City of Albuquerque, Bemalillo and Sandoval Counties, and
other area jurisdiction departments of transportation to attend GABAC meetings and to work on
GABAC issues on a routine basis.

Objective 2: Develop and maintain a continuous, interconnected and balanced bikeway system.

A.

Develop an interconnected network of bikeways on 1} local streets (bike routes), 2) arterial
streets (bike lanes), and 3) along limited access arterials (separated multi-use trails) and 4) along
arroyos or abandoned railway corridors. Encourage developers of walled subdivisions to
provide connectivity between their developments and adjacent bikeways.

Improve bicycle connections between schools (elementary through college) and neighborhoods
to encourage bicycling by children, teenagers, and young adults.

Provide bicycle facilities at Y2-mile spacing intervals on average throughout the metropolitan
area. Increase on-street bikeway mileage from 90 (1996} to 130 (year 2000), 330 (year 2010),
and 500 (year 2020).

Give priority to achieving connectivity of the bikeway system when planning and programming
all roadway and bikeway improvements.

Plan, program, and implement spectial provisions for crossings of high-volume, multi-lane
streets. Review successful treatments utilized within other communities for difficult crossings.

Concentrate bicycle improvements for a five-mile radius (“hub and spoke™) around major
employment centers, schools, parks, and other activity centers.

Coordinate and develop interconnected bikeway improvements and standards between the City
of Albuquerque and adjacent jurisdictions including Bernalillo County, Sandoval County, Los
Ranchos, Rio Rancho, Corrales, and Kirtland Air Force Base.

Monitor the implementation of elements within the Albuquerque Comprehensive On-Street
Bicycle Plan and update the Plan at five year intervals.

Objective 3: Use bicycle-friendly standards and procedures for bicycle facilities and roadways.

A,

B.

Restripe all collector and arterial roadways (where practical) to provide bike lanes, or to
maximize the outside lane width.

Provide a striped bicycle lane or shoulder of at least four feet wide along a collector and five
feet wide along an arterial per the AASHTO design guidelines, on all new, rehabilitated, or
reconstructed roadways. Note: width excludes gutter pan.

Provide striped lanes/shoulders of at least five feet on all new or reconstructed bridges,
underpasses, and overpasses.
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D. Plan and design for bicycle travel with all intersection improvements - include 3-foot bike lanes
or minimum curb lane widths of 15 feet through intersections.

E. Modify existing or install new traffic signal detection equipment (i.e., loop or video detectors)
to make all traffic signals bicyclist-responsive without requiring the operator to dismount or
cross an exclusive right-turn lane or sidewalk.

F. For other design considerations, refer to the current versions of the AASHTO Guide for the
Development of Bicycle Facilities, the New Mexico Bicycle-Pedestrian-Equestrian
Transportation Plan, the State of Oregon Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, or other appropriate
design reference guidelines.

Objective 4: Provide a high-standard of maintenance along roadways with on-street bicycle
facilities.
A. Improve and fully fund the street maintenance and sweeping program. Establish the highest
priority for allocation of street sweeping resources to sweeping all bike lanes at least once per
month and bike routes on local streets a minimum of four times a year.

B. Maintain street surfaces on designated bikeways and multi-use trail linkages to a high standard,
including elimination of potholes and maintenance of bicycle-safe railroad crossings, drain
grates and cattleguards. Avoid use of pea-gravel sealcoating wherever practicable.

C. Maintain bicycle pavement markings and signing to enhance safety and to assure both driver
and bicyclist visibility both during daytime and nighttime hours.

D. Maintain arterial and collector street surfaces not designated as bikeways on a routine basis to
reduce hazards (e.g., potholes, debris) for bicyclists who use these roadways to access
destinations.

E. Establish timely responsiveness to maintenance requests from citizens through the use of a
telephone “hotline” or web page or other means for citizens to report concerns. Establish an
agency goal of 48 hours to address these inquiries.

F. Maintain bicycle routes and lanes to high standards through construction projects, and maximize
curb lane widths (i.e., provide lane widths of 14 feet or greater) through construction projects on
roadways which do not have bike lanes. Where this is not feasible, provide appropriate bicycle-
friendly and reasonably direct detours and detour signing.

G. Encourage a bottle deposit system in order to discourage littering of roadways and bike facilities
with hazardous broken glass.

Objective 5: Implement a comprehensive program to increase public awareness of bicycling.

A. Develop and utilize video and audio Public Service Announcements (PSAs) and other means,
such as billboards, to promote general public awareness and acceptance of bicycling and to
promote bicycle safety. Target use of PSAs on television/local radio stations for specific
community events, especially during the annual Bike Month.

B. Provide specific line item agency funding to support public bicycling awareness programs and
“Share the Road” campaigns.

C. Encourage wide-spread support and participation by bicycle shops, bicycle clubs, the Greater
Albuquerque Bicycling Advisory Committee, and other bicycle interest groups in efforts to
promote public awareness of bicycling.
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Increase public outreach efforts, including video and audio PSAs to educate motorists on
bicyclists’ rights and responsibilities. Include bicycling-related questions in motor vehicle
driving license tests as a means to raise awareness of bicyclists’ rights and responsibilities.

Heighten public awareness of bicycle planning efforts and ensure on-going citizen participation
and support for bikeway development. Provide periodic news releases for bicycle planning and
bicycle systern development and actively solicit public input.

Work with major employers throughout the Albuquerque Metropolitan Area to encourage
commuting by bicycle among their employees and to increase motorists’ awareness to share the
road.

Objective 6: Educate all bicyclists on legal, safe, and predictable behavior.

A,

Develop, distribute, and update annually an improved, user-friendly bicycle map of the
Albuquerque Metropolitan Area including the communities of Albuguerque, Los Ranchos, Rio
Rancho, Corrales, Kirtland Air Force Base, the Sandia Indian Nation, and metropolitan areas of
Bernalillo County and Sandoval County.

Distribute a user-friendly Bicycle Commuter Handbook which includes commuting and safety
tips and laws related to bicycling.

Develop and fully support a Bicycle Education program in Albuquerque’s elementary and
secondary schools as part of current physical education requirements.

Encourage and support head injury awareness and helmet usage through educational brochures
and programs and through the distribution of low-cost helmets.

Provide full support for the Bicycle/Pedestrian Safety Education Program staff in their work on
bicycle education, and in developing and overseeing a program for bicyclist education.

Continue development and use of video and audio PSAs, as well as short instructional safety
videos to promote proper and legal bicyclist behavior.

Continue and expand Police Bicycle Patrols, and dedicate a distinct percentage of their time to
educational efforts on proper bicycling behavior.

Develop and test a bike offender diversion program (i.e., community service program) to
complement the enforcement efforts under Objective 8.

Provide specific line item funding to support bicyclist education.

Objective 7: Promote bicycling as a non-polluting and cost-effective mode of transportation and

A.

recreation.

Continue and expand marketing efforts to promote bicycling as an alternate mode of
transportation, especially through cooperative efforts with a regional Travel
Reduction/Rideshare Program. Work with businesses to provide bicycle commuting
information to employers and employees and to learn how bikeways to and from their locations
can be improved.

Provide outreach and personal travel cost information which shows how bicycle transportation
can be beneficial to both employees and students.

Prioritize implementation of recreational bicycle facilities which contribute key linkages to the
on-street bikeway system, including interim trail improvements where needed and spot safety
trail improvements.
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D. Promote air quality benefits of bicycling through public outreach efforts to major public and
private sector employers, such as the University of New Mexico (UNM), Kirtland Air Force
Base (KAFB), Sandia National Laboratories, Intel, and area schools.

E. Develop and support cash incentive programs to promote bicycling such as parking cash-out
allowances (i.e., cash payments to bicyclists in lieu of employer-provided parking) for City of
Albuquerque, UNM, KAFB, and other employees who work for public or private sector
employers.

F. Develop and implement bicycle parking ordinances where they do not currently exist. Monitor
and fine-tune existing local bicycle parking ordinances based in part on bicyclist and business
feedback and recommendations.

G. Continue and expand the interface between bikes and buses, including such features as bicycle
racks on all buses and bicycle racks and lockers at park-and-ride lots. Promote bike/bus
programs through Sun Tran literature and PSAs.

H. Develop and implement specific incentive programs to encourage existing businesses and other
entities to provide facilities for bicycling, such as bicycle racks and lockers, showers, clothes
lockers, and guaranteed ride home programs.

I. Develop and distribute to employers short videos which promote bicycle commuting,
demonstrate bicycle commuting tips, show legal and safe riding techniques, and promote
bicycling awareness and acceptance.

J. Promote organized bicycle racing on city streets as a means of increasing public awareness of
bicycling as a viable sport for public viewing and participation.

Objective 8: Develop and implement a traffic law enforcement program for bicyclists and
motorists, linked with education program efforts.

A. Update or develop materials for use by law enforcement personnel to support their education
and enforcement efforts.

B. Commit appropriate police time (bicycle and motor vehicle patrols) to target bicyclist and
motorist enforcement efforts.

C. Develop and implement a consistent, balanced traffic law education program for law
enforcement personnel for improving motorist and bicyclist compliance with traffic laws.

Objective 9: Develop and maintain databases useful for bicycle planning, prioritization of bicycle
improvements, and accident prevention.

A. Periodically conduct community-wide public opinion surveys to: 1) determine reasons why
people do or do not ride bicycles; 2) develop bicycle trip patterns and purposes; and 3) gain
input on bicycle projects and programs which could improve bicycling in the Albuquerque
metropolitan area.

B. Routinely conduct and update bicycle counts to estimate usage levels and to help determine
progress toward achieving future bicycle mode split goals. Conduct before and after bicycle
counts for roadways which are reconstructed or restriped to have bicycle lanes and for other
improvements to bikeways to gauge the effect of prioritized improvements.

C. Maintain and update the bikeway inventory developed as part of the Albuquerque
Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan in order to gauge the success of meeting Objective 2B.

D. Maintain and update the bicycle accident database developed as part of the Albuquerque
Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan. Utilize the database to identify high accident locations
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and/or high accident severity locations to help in the prioritization of bicycle project and
program improvements. Review each bicycle collision/accident in a timely manner to identify
system deficiencies and potential improvements.

The action plan included in Chapter 5 identifies the responsible and supporting parties for implementing
and tracking progress towards the goals, objectives, and action items identified as part of this Plan.
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Status of Bicycling in Albuquerque

An important element in a comprehensive plan is to review its progress in meeting the stated goals and
objectives within a specific time period to determine its status and future direction. In 1974, the first
bikeway plan for the metropolitan arca was adopted which identified a specific number of bicycle trails,
lanes and routes for implementation. Many of these proposed facilities have yet to be implemented and
have been incorporated into the current bikeway map. The regional bikeway map is a comprehensive
map of the on-street and trial system. This document evaluates this current, regional bikeway system in
relation to current bikeway design standards and local/regional destinations and develops the future
direction for not only the bikeway/trail system, but also for the bicycle education, promotion and
enforcement.

This planning effort includes a review of 1) the existing on-street bicycle network, 2) bicycle usage,
3) bicycle education programs and encouragement efforts, and 4) bicycle collisions. Information
regarding bicycling was solicited from the general public, bicycle advocacy groups, neighboring
communities, and both the private and public sectors.

Existing Conditions

On-Street Bikeway Network

A field inventory of existing on-street bicycle facilities was conducted to document the physical
characteristics of these roadways/bikeways. Components of the City’s on-street bicycle network are
shown in Figure 3-1. Approximately 200 miles of bicycle routes and 44 miles of bicycle lanes were
inventoried, see Figure 3-2. An important finding of this inventory is that many bike routes are located
on roadways with high traffic volumes and/or high vehicle speeds, without adequate width for bicycles.
While evaluating the existing bikeway network, it was determined that 64% of the existing on-street
bicycle facilities require improvements to meet the minimum design standards. Removal of on-street
facilities that require improvement would result in a disjointed network, as shown in Figure 3-3.

There are constraints in the existing bicycle system, primarily east-west travel across the Rio Grande and
I-25. A limited number of river crossings exist which are spaced at approximately 5 mile intervals north
of Central Ave, at Montaiic Rd and Alameda Blvd, and 1%2 and 3 miles spacing to the south, at Bridge
Blvd and Rio Bravo Blvd. In addition, a trail parallels the Paseo del Norte corridor. These 6 river
crossings are the only east-west access points across the Rio Grande.

A second constrained area is east-west travel across I-25, north of I-40. This is a concern because each of
the east-west roadways are in a developed environment with high motor vehicle volumes. These
roadways are principal arterials without bicycle accommodations, with the exception of
Comanche/Griegos Rd. This severely limits access across I-25, especially north of Griegos Rd.

On-Street Bikeway and Trail Connectivity

An inventory of the bicycle network in Albuquerque would not be complete without mentioning the non-
motorized trail network. This system, developed and maintained by the Parks and Recreation
Department, is not under the jurisdiction of the Public Works Department; however, it provides vital
links in the existing bicycle network. There are 3 major north-south corridors, 2 east-west corridors, and
numerous short/neighborhood trails. The Paseo del Nordeste/North Diversion Channel system connects
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Figure 3-1
Components of the City of Albuquerque
On-Street Bicycle Network
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Figure 3-1{continued)
Components of the City of Albuquerque
On-Street Bicycle Network
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the northeast heights residential area with the UNM and Journal Center employment areas. Increasing
on-street connections to these trails may stimulate additional bicycle commuting. The trail corridors do
not provide access throughout Albuquerque, however, in conjunction with the on-street system, they
allow riders to traverse the city. See Figure 3-2 for the on-street/trail non-motorized network.

Bicycle Usage

Bicyele Counts

A total of 16 bicycle counts were conducted as part of the Albuquerque Comprehensive Bicycle Plan.
The purpose of these counts was to obtain information on the magnitude of bicycling throughout the City
of Albuquerque. A list of the bicycle count locations, shown in Figure 3-4, and the basis for choosing
them is provided below.

Duplicate a Previous Count Rio Grande Crossings
Tramway Blvd/Paseo de las Montaiias Trails  Montafio Rd/Bosque Trail
2" St (south of Griegos Rd) Central Ave/Bosque Trail
High Bicycle Usage Areas Before/After Improvement Studies
KAFB/Sandia Labs Louisiana Bivd/Constitution Ave (Jerry Cline Park)
Eubank Gate Comanche Rd/Paseo del Nordeste Trail
Wyoming Gate
Truman Gate General Count Locations
UUNM Area Bridge Blvd/Goff Rd (South Valley)

Yale Blvd (North of UNM Campus) Osuna Rd/Bear Canyon at Wyoming Blvd
Stanford Dr (South of UNM Carnpus) Atrisco Dr at I-40 (gas pipeline) crossing
Yale Blvd (South of UNM Campus)

Dr Martin Luther King Blvd (West of UNM Campus)

Campus Blvd (East of UNM Campus)

During September 1997, counts were collected by Project Steering Committee members (GABAC,
GARTC, and the Sandia Bicycle Commuter Group), City, and consultant staff for two to three hours
during the morning peak (between 6:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.) and for three hours during the
afternoon/evening peak (between 2:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.). A summary of the bicycle counts is
presented in Table 3-1. In addition to counting the number of bicyclist at their location, each volunteer
was asked to observe the following: 1) helmet usage, 2) bicyclists who appeared to be younger than
sixteen years of age, 3) bicyclists riding on the sidewalk, and 4} bicyclists who commit a traffic violation.
Examples of bicyclists traffic violations include riding against traffic (either on-street or on the sidewalk)
or disregarding traffic control (traffic signal or stop sign).

Due to the high bicycle traffic around UNM, additional data on campus bicycle usage is presented in
Table 3-2 which summarizes the five locations. These counts provide a basis for monitoring the change
in bicycle usage over time.

A discussion of key observations from the bicycle counts follows. Spreadsheets showing hourly counts
at each location are provided in Appendix B (under separate cover).

e A comparison of the Tramway Blvd/Paseo de las Montafias Trail count with a previous count
conducted in August 1991 indicates that more bicyclists are using the Tramway Blvd and Paseo de
las Montafias Trails today than six years ago. Observations in the field show high usage of the trails
by walkers, joggers,
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Figure 3-4
Location of Bicycle Counts (1997)
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Table 3-1
Summary of Bicycle Counts (1997)
) . Bikeway Bicycle Volumes Wear | Rider On
No. | Bike Count Location Type PAe_I:k PZ':k Total | Helmet | <16 |sidewalk Vitns
1 2™ St south of Griegos Rd Dirt Trail 11 16 27 30% 11% 4% 1
2 Atrisco Dr south of I-40 Lane 3 22 27 63% 4% 8
3 | Bosque Trail @ Central Ave Trail 36 103 139 50% 6% 18% 5
Central Ave @ Bosque Trail None 28 39 67 50% 6% 18% 5
4 | Bosque Trail @ Montafio Rd Trail 52 121 173 72% 1%
Montafio Rd @ Bosque Trail Lane 20 48 68 T2% 1%
5 | Bridge Blvd @ Goff Rd Lane 19 14 33 30% 4% 1% 24
Goff Rd @ Bridge Blvd None 42 23 65 30% 4% 1% 24
6 | Comanche Rd @ N. Diversion Trail Routs 10 13 23 61% 1
N. Diversion Trail @ Comanche Rd Trail 60 68 128 01% 1
7 Constitution Ave @ Louisiana Blvd Route 10 6 16 66% 11% 1
Louisiana Blvd @ Constitution Ave None 20 21 41 66% 11% 1
8 | Osuna Rd @ Wyoming Blvd Lanc 15 17 32 82% 3% 8% 15
Wyoming Blvd @ Osuna Rd Lane 17 13 30 82% 3% 38% 15
9 | Paseo de las Montafias @ Tramway Blvd Trail 11 26 37 78% 8% 2
Tramway Blvd @ Paseo de las Montafias | Trail/Shldr 50 106 156 78% 8% 2
10 | Campus Blvd @ Girard Blvd Route 158 185 343 39% 1% 49
Girard Bivd @ Campus Bivd None 35 50 85 39% 1% 49
11 | Central Ave @ Stanford Dr None 82 125 207 20% 1% 21% 89
Stanford Dr @ Central Ave Route 134 142 276 20% 1% 21% 89
12 | Central Ave @ Yale Blvd None 55 160 215 24% 2% 36% 37
Yale Blvd @ Central Ave None 99 146 245 24% 2% 16% 37
13 | DrMartin Luther King Blvd @ Route 0 | 12 | 1.2 | 4% 16% | 18
University Blvd
Ufnvcrsnty Blvd @ Dr Martin Luther None 1 36 47 42% 16% 13
King Blvd
14 | Lomas Blvd @ Yale Blvd None 3 8 11 37% 2% 4
Yale Blvd @ Lomas Blvd Route 107 120 227 37% 2% 4
15 | Eubank Gate - KAFB None 49 49 100% 0
16 | Wyoming Gate — KAFB None 72 72 100% 0

Lane — Bike Lane, Route — Bike Route, Trail - Paved Trail, Shldr - Shoulder.

Note:  AM Peak is 2 hours, PM Peak was 2% to 3 hours. (See Appendix.)

Vims — Violations

roller bladers, and recreational bicyclists. In addition, more bicyclists (approximately 1/3 of total

observed) were using the shoulders on Tramway Blvd.

A comparison of the 2™ St count with a previous count conducted in May 1991 indicates that bicycle
volumes have increased slightly over the six-year period.

The Eubank Blvd and Wyoming Blvd gate counts indicate that numerous KAFB/Sandia Lab
personnel commute to work by bike. These counts correspond to mode splits of 1.2% and 2.4%

respectively.

The UNM area counts indicate a fairly significant amount of bicycle traffic. These bicycle volume

levels reflect several trends typically associated with college campuses: 1) students normally live
close to campus, 2) there is a lack of parking on campus, and 3) it is easy to get around campus on a

bike.

Bicycle counts with the highest volumes, other than those associated with UNM, involved off-street
paved trails. This is especially true in the evening periods when more recreational cyclists are using

the trails.
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» The bicycle counts collected over 2 miles from major employment centers (2™ St, Osuna
Rd/Wyoming Blvd, and Atrisco D1/}-40) had the lowest bicycle traffic volumes.

* Helmet usage varied widely among the count locations, ranging from 100% at the KAFB gates
(regulation) to 20% at Stanford Dr/Central Ave (UNM counts in general had low helmet usage).

o The number of riders less than 16 years of age was low for the count locations chosen.

e The number of bicyclists riding on the sidewalk was high at three of the UNM count locations and
also at Osuna Rd/Wyoming Blvd. Both Central Ave and University Blvd lack on-street bicycle
facilities. Many bicyclists ride along Wyoming Blvd on the sidewalk between the Bear Canyon
Arroyo trail and the bike lanes on Osuna Rd.

e High numbers of traffic violations occurred in the UNM area, at Bridge Blvd/Goff Rd and Osuna
Rd/Wyoming Blvd. Typical traffic violations included disregarding traffic control (i.e., traffic
signals, and stop signs) and riding against traffic (on-street or on the sidewalk). There appears to be
a lack of bicycling education in these areas.

Census Data (1990)

A second source of bicycle utilization information for Albuquerque is the "Journey to Work” category of
the 1990 U.S. Census survey. This survey category is targeted toward trips to and from work, excluding
trips to school, shopping, and recreational activities. It is important to note that only the predominant
transportation mode is requested as part of the census, so that occasional bicycling trips, as well as
bicycle trips made to access transit, are not recorded. The census data is further limited because the data
was collected during March, potentially biasing the data due to cold temperatures.

Current journey to work modal splits for Albuquerque are provided in Figure 3-5. A comparison of
bicycle modal shares for Albuquerque with other regional communities and communities respected for

their bicycle programs is provided as Figure 3-6. These graphics show el o 1 _ N
that Albuquerque’s bicycle modal share for commuting is higher than the | Blcyching jor All Trips
national average and comparable to many cities in this region. Many of Tucson: ' 3‘5%
these communities report higher bicycle modal shares when taking into Phoeriix: 3 4%
consideration all trip purposes (i.e., work, school, shopping and Seattle: 220
recreational), see box at right. However, for Albuquerque the bicycle Portland: 2.0%
modal share goes down when factoring in all trips. This is important Albuguerque™ 1.0%
because, according to the Nationwide Personal Transportation Survey, ! .
. Source: * FHWA Case Study

only about one out of every five trips is made for work purposes. C e E 1092

+o MRGCOG 1994 LRTP

With the cooperation of the Middle Rio Grande Council of Governments
{MRGCOG), additional information on bicycle journey-to-work activity in Albuquerque was taken from
the 1990 census data. Some of the findings are provided below:

e Time spent by bicyclists riding to work ranged from 2 to 70 minutes, with an average of 15.8
minutes. This corresponds to an average commute distance of 2 to 3 miles.

e  Most trips were from residences in the Northeast and Southeast Heights. Fewer trips originated from
the North Valley and West Side.

s Bicycling was concentrated around the University of New Mexico and Kirtland Air Force Base /
Sandia National Laboratories.

s The "nucleus” of bicycle activity seemed to be primarily bounded by Interstate 40 on the north,
Interstate 25 on the west, and the Airport/KAFB/Sandia on the south.

There was no significant bicycling activity in the central business district.
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Figure 3-5
Journey to Work Modal Splits for Albuquerque
(1990 U.S. Census Data)
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Figure 3-6
Comparison of Bicycle Modal Splits for Journey to Work Trips
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Bicycle Collisions

Collision data were gathered and analyzed to help identify high accident locations, understand why
collisions occur and aid in deciding which safety measures to implement. Bicycle collisions for the years
1994 through 1996 were reviewed as part of the Albuquerque Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan.

The bicycle collision data primarily includes collisions involving bicycles with motor vehicles, as well as
collisions involving bicycles with fixed objects. Three complete years of collision data from
Albuquerque Police Department reports and two complete years (1994 and 1995) from the New Mexico
State Highway and Transportation Department, Transportation Statistics Bureau database, were reviewed
for bicycle collisions located within the Albuquerque metropolitan area. The NMSHTD database was
used to supplement the bicycle collision data from the Albuquerque Police Department; however it
provided limited detail on collisions, and collision reports were not available.

A map showing the locations of bicycle collisions is provided as Figure 3-7. Figure 3-8 depicts a
summary of bicycle collision data. A summary of the key observations from this bicycle collision review
is as follows.

¢ 724 bicycle collisions occurred over the three-year period.

- 1994 -237
- 1995-264
- 1996223

»  Of the top six roadways with the highest number of collisions (by total collisions, not by rate), none
are designated as on-street bicycle facilities on the current Albuquerque Bicycle Map. These six
roadways account for 33% of all 724 bicycle accidents during the 3-year study period. This lack of
on-street facilities demonstrates the need for additional bikeways in Albuquerque.

- Central Ave 95 collisions
- San Mateo Blvd 36 collisions
- Lomas Blvd 34 collisions
- Wyoming Blvd 28 collisions
- 4th St 26 collisions
- Tramway Blvd 22 collisions

» Adolescents and young adult bicyclists disproportionately accounted for the highest number of
collisions.

- 7-—15yearsold: 1064 collisions 23%
- 16-24 yearsold: 116 collisions 16%

e Injury collisions represent a majority of the collisions by severity types (81 percent of total).

¢ On average, two fatal bicycle collisions occurred per year in New Mexico from 1986-1995. The
average fatality rate per million population in New Mexico is just slightly above the national
average: 3.6 fatalities per million versus 3.4 fatalities per million. !

* The majority of collision types involve right angle collisions (54 percent). Two-thirds of all
collisions are accounted for when left angle collisions are added. Only 5 percent of collisions were
rear end collisions.

The majority of collisions occurred in the April/May and July/August time frames (22 percent and 27
percent, respectively).
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Age of Bicyclist Bicycle Collision Severity

(1994 - 1996} (1994 - 1996)
Fatal
1% {6

PDC

_‘“—_'_"L.ﬂf)x

Injury

15% 2151::0 81% (587)
Bicycle Collision Types Location of Bicycle Collisions
(1994 - 1996} (1994 - 1996)

N/A

S
On-Street
75%

KEY Albuquergque Bicycle Collision Study
TYPE OF COLLISION: Monthly Variation in Bicycle Collisions
RA - Right Angle 397 (1994 - 1996)
SS - Side Swipe 42 -
RT - Right Turn 24 o
LT - Left Turn 63 2%
RE - Rear End 39 =
FO - Fixed Object 4 35
HO - Head On 12 B :
P - Parked Car 5 z s
Other - Unknown 49 bt
N/A - Not Available 89 I
1994-1996 Total 724 a
SEVERITY OF COLLISION:
PDO - Property Damage Qnly 131
Injury 587
Fatal 6

Figure 3-8
Summary of Bicycle Collisions (1994 - 1996)
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Collision frequency on weekdays varied little from Monday through Friday. Collisions occurred less
frequently on Saturday and Sunday.
The majority of collisions occurred on-street (75 percent) and during the day (81 percent).

Off-street collisions occurred on sidewalks, multi-use trails, or in an intersection crosswalk. A
majority of the off-street collisions occurred on sidewalks at driveways.

Citations are infrequent on collision reports. The most common citations were for driving with an
expired license or registration, or lack of insurance. A general observation from the collision data is
that the “fault” was nearly equally distributed between the bicyclist and motorist.

Additional information concerning bicycle collisions in the Albugquergue metropolitan area was obtained
through a public opinion survey (discussed later in this chapter). Respondents were asked the questions
shown below, and a summary of the responses follows.

Have vou ever been involved in a bicycle

accident or a bicycle/motor vehicle collision
within the Albuguerque metro area as a

bicyclist? If ves, was the accident reported to the police?
NR NR
2% (8) 4% (5)

s Yes
- -.=‘--,,Q, 28% (114) Yes

32% (37)

No

No 64% (73)

70% (282)

404 responses to question 115 responses to question

There has been considerable research done nationwide on bicycle collisions, and some key observations
are provided below:

A study in North Carolina found that only 10 percent of bicycle accident injuries that were treated in
emergency rooms showed up in police reports. This study also found that: 1) approximately 60
percent of bicycle collisions involved a motor vehicle, and 2) virtually none of the bicycle accidents
not involving a motor vehicle were reported to the police. % (Applying these statistics to Albuquerque
would mean that there were approximately 1200 bicycle/motor vehicle collisions and approximately
6000 bicycle accidents over a three-year period).

A study in Palo Alto, California had the following results: °

- The risk of having a bicycle accident is 1.8 times higher for cyclists traveling on the sidewalk
or an off-street path as opposed to traveling on-street.
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- The risk of having a bicycle accident is 3.6 times higher for cyclists traveling against traffic
as opposed to traveling with traffic.

Many of the high accident locations (e.g., Central Ave and San Mateo Blvd) in Albuquerque also had a
high number of off-street bicycle collisions (i.e., riding on sidewalks). None of these streets have
designated bikeways. Field observations show that this is especially problematic along Central Ave
between UNM and Nob Hill.

* A Federal Highway Administration study yielded the following results.*

- Bicyclists account for approximately 2 percent of all highway fatalities.
- Determination of fault for bicycle/motor vehicle collisions:

*  53% - Fault of Bicyclists *  14% - Fault of Both

*  31% - Fault of Motorists * 2% - Unknown

It is important to note that three-year period is a "snapshot” of bicycle collision data for Albuquerque;
yet, patterns emerge between each of the three years. By maintaining and updating this database,
progress towards achieving Goal 3 and Objective 9D (i.e., reduction in fatality and injury accidents) in
future years can be assessed. This collision review indicates the need for further data collection by
local/state agencies and more in-depth analysis of causal factors (e.g., wrong-way riding, helmet usage)
for bicycle collisions. The data indicate that bicyclists are riding along streets without bikeways to
access their destinations. Direct, continuous, and safe bikeways are needed to reduce accidents and
improve bicycle mobility.

Major Employment Centers

The 1997 Transportation Evaluation Study identified ten major employment centers in the Albuquerque
Metropolitan Planning Area (AMPA)’. These employment centers are shown in Figure 3-9. Existing
and projected employment figures for these centers are provided in Table 3-3. The ten major
employment centers (combined) currently account for 37% of the employment in the AMPA. Existing
Albuquerque employment is wide spread throughout the city and downtown employment accounts for
only 5.2% of AMPA jobs (1995 data). Table 3-3 contains two scenarios of the year 2020 employment
projections, a “low”’ projection based on current trends and a “high” projection based on revised land use

Table 3-3
Albuquerque’s Existing and Projected Employment Base
U = , Y 2020 Projections
Employment Center 1995°. . “Low® | High®

North 1-25 {Journal Center} 24,463 46,388 39,500
Univ. New Mexico / Technical Vocational Institute 21,277 25,368 34,037
Kirtland Air Force Base /Sandia Nat’l Labs 20,302 18,378 18,378
Downtown 17,702 19,269 46,777
Uptown 12,833 18,485 32,324
Airport / UNM Research Park 11,800 19,596 19,053
Intel 8,198 10,745 10,745°
Lovelace / VA Hospitals 4,119 4,892 4,892
Seven Bar / Cottonwood 3,346 12,868 12,869
Atrisco Business Park 2,787 7,395 7,393
Total in Employment Centers 126,827 183,385 215,225
Total in Albuquerque Metropolitan Area 339,146 439,726 461,474°

Notes:
a— Year 1995 and 2020 employment fipures came from MRGCOG Publication 'TR-125: 2020 Sociceconomic Forecasts
b — Year 2020 “high growth’”” employment figures came from Transportation Evaluation Study
¢ - Estimated values
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patterns. With the year 2020 “low™ and “high” growth scenarios these ten major employment centers
increase their share to 42% and 47%, respectively.

The lack of a centralized employment area requires that the on-street bicycle network uniformly traverse
the entire city. It is just as likely that a resident living in the center of the northeast heights will work at
the Journal Center, Kirtland Air Force Base, Uptown or Downtown. This requires that bicycle facilities
run east-west and north-south, with significant frequency (1 mile or less spacing) in order to adequately
serve commuter demand. Providing access to these employment centers via bicycling requires bikeways
that are assessable and safely designed. In Figure 3-10, the Uptown employment center is shown with a
one-, three-, and five-mile radius’ to illustrate the level of access provided to bicyclists. This figure also
illustrates that many of the existing bikeways bringing employees from other areas of the city lack
continvity. Not only is it difficult to reach the Uptown area, especially from the south and west, but it is
difficult to travel within the Uptown area.

Education, Encouragement, Enforcement and Engineering (“4-Es™)

The “4-Es” of cycling safety are education, encouragement, enforcement, and engineering. Each of these
components, if properly applied, leads to better understanding and respect for motorists and cyclists
alike. A systematic approach to each of these concepts will result in a safer roadway environment for all.
Table 3-4 below contains a synopsis of the 4-E approach to bicycling.

Table 3-4
4-E Approach to Bicycling®
- Education , Enforcement Encouragement .- Engineering
Bike Safety Classes & Police Training Bikeway Maps Updated Design, Signage
Bike Rodeos and Striping Standards
Share the Road Campaign | Ticketing Campaign Yes to Interstate Connectivity
No to Sidepath Law
Driver's Education Accident Awareness Public Awareness Maintenance
Trucker Qutreach DWI Enforcement Bike to Work Day Safety Engineering

Safer roadways are created through education of both the motoring and cycling community. Cyclists and
motorists may safely coexist if each fully understand the traffic laws. The lack of cycling safety is
frequently cited as a reason for not commuting or traveling via a bicycle, however, many of the safety
concerns result from a lack of knowledge, not a lack of safety. Many safety problems would be resolved
if bicyclists and motorists better understood each other. Education will lead to a better understanding
and appreciation by each group.

Comprehensive bicycle safety education programs should be designed for the elementary, secondary and
adult age groups. These programs can focus on cycling errors commonly made by bicyclists in those age
groups and teach safe riding techniques. Bicycle education should promote legal compliance, on-bike
training, and personal safety considerations. Key safety considerations are helmet usage and defensive
cycling. It should also be stressed that motorists require this same training so that all road users know the
laws and have similar expectations.

Bicyéling should be encouraged throughout the Albuquerque area. “Bike to Work Day”, held in May, is
an event that encourages single occupant drivers to try cycling for at least one day. This encouragement
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could be expanded to a greater frequency to help increase cycling awareness. Cycling can be further
encouraged by providing free bike maps with route, lane, and trail locations, and identifying bicycle
friendly destinations with end-of-trip amenities. These maps can be distributed through employer
incentive programs, bicycle shops, bicycle clubs and organizations. The year-round good weather
provides significant bicycling incentive.

Enforcement starts with police training and the equitable application of enforcement to both cyclists and
motorists. It is the responsibility of all roadway users to respect the traffic ordinances. Important
enforcement issues include writing tickets, accident awareness and DWI enforcement.

Engineering is a critical component of the bicycle network. Safety is enhanced if all on-street facilities
are properly and consistently signed and striped and receive pertodic maintenance. Development of a
systematic inventory of the on-street network will ensure the legibility of signing and markings. A
system in poor repair is not well respected by either cyclists or motorists, resulting in increased confusion
and conflict. Finally, engineers and planners must examine the network and work toward system
connectivity and completion.

Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Education Program

The City of Albuquerque currently has educational programs in place to teach proper bicycle riding skills
and has also undertaken several promotional efforts to encourage more people to commute by bicycle.
These activities are primarily administered through the City of Albuquerque Bicycle & Pedestrian Safety
Education Program (B&PSEP). A list of the types of educational programs provided by the B&PSEP is
shown below: :

e Effective cycling courses for adult cyclists;

» Bike Rodeos for all 4 and/or 5" graders in the Albuquerque Public School (APS) system and for
other groups by arrangement;

¢ Helmet usage promotion for all cyclists; and

e “Share the Road” media campaigns showing the proper techniques for joint roadway use by
bicyclists and motorists.

The B&PSEP also promotes bicycling through activities described below:

Distribution of bicycle maps showing on-street and off-street bicycle facilities;
e Distribution of literature and materials promoting bicycling;
e Media campaign (i.e., TV and radio) showing cycling as a viable transportation mode;

e Promotional events like “Bike-to-Work” day on the downtown mall and numerous employment sites;
and

¢ Teaching bicycle maintenance classes.

Advocacy and User Groups
Advocacy and user groups play a role in encouraging the citizens of Albuquerque to use bicycles for
recreational and commuting purposes. A partial list of these organizations is provided below:

e  Greater Albuquerque Bicycling Advisory Committee (GABAC)
s Greater Albuquerque Recreational Trails Committee (GARTC)
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» Greater Albuquerque Spokes People (GASP)
Sandia Bicycle Commuter Group (SBCG)
New Mexico Touring Society (NMTS)
Corrales Cycling Club

Lobo Cycling Club

Both GABAC and GARTC were formed by City and/or County resolution to serve as advisory
committees for plans and programs related to bikeways and bicycle usage within the Albuquerque
Metropolitan Area. GASP is an advocacy group promoting all aspects of bicycling in Albuquerque. The
NMTS and Corrales and Lobo Cycling Clubs are bicycle user groups that periodically sponsor group
rides.

Transit

Albuquerque Transit Department offers bicycle-transit opportunities for commuters. Sun Tran, the City
bus system, provides bicycle racks on their buses that can hold up to two bicycles at a time. The bus
schedule includes a map that shows bus and bike facilities along with instructions on how to use the
bicycle racks. Transit also produces a newsletter that promotes bicycling to employers as part of a
Traffic Demand Management program. Several recently designed park and ride facilities will
incorporate bicycle tockers and/or covered bicycle parking. Additional coordination is needed in joint
use ventures to incorporate bike parking.

Public Involvement
The contents of this Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan are based upon input from the public. Ideas
for this plan were collected from the following sources:

» A project steering committee was formed to assist the consultant in completing the Albuquerque
Comprehensive Bicycle Plan.

e An informational public opinion survey was distributed to bicyclists and non-bicyclists.

s A public meeting was held where participants were given information about the Comprehensive On-
Street Bicycle Plan and had an opportunity to provide input.

Project information has been disseminated to the general public through articles included in
Neighborhood Newsletters published by the City of Albuquerque. Project staff have also attended
several meetings (e.g., GABAC and Sierra Club) to provide updates on the Comprehensive On-Street
Bicycle Plan.

Steering Committee

A project steering committee was formed in 1996 to work with the consultant in completing the
Albuquerque Comprehensive Bicycle Plan. Meetings were held beginning in November 1996 to review
milestones in the plan development. Representatives from the following agencies/groups participated on
the Steering Committee and provided valuable input which was incorporated into this plan.

Greater Albuquerque Bicycling Advisory Committee (GABAC)
Greater Albuquerque Recreational Trails Committee (GARTC)
City of Albuquerque Planning

City of Albuquerque Public Works

City of Albuquerque Capital Improvement Program

City of Albuquerque Bicycle/Pedestrian Safety Education Program
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Bernalillo County Public Works
Bernalillo County Parks & Recreation
s City of Rio Rancho
» Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque
» Village of Corrales
e New Mexico State Highway and Transportation Department (NMSHTD) - Planning
NMSHTD Bicycle/Pedestrian/Equestrian Program '
Middle Rio Grande Council of Governments (MRGCOGQG)
MRGCOG Public Information Committee (PIC)
New Mexico Touring Society
Sandia Bicycle Commuter Group
Albuquerque Police Department
Sierra Club
« Ad Hoc Citizens Group

® & 8 & s @

Public Opinion Survey (1997)

A sixteen question survey of bicycling issues was developed and distributed in early 1997 through a
number of sites and organizations. Distribution occurred at the first public meeting, the Montafio bridge
opening, bike shops, UNM, Neighborhood Association newsletters, the Sandia Bicycle Commuter Group,
the Albuquerque Chapter of the Institute of Transportation Engineers, and MRGCOG. This survey was a
non-scientific sampling of the citizens of the metropolitan area. Rather, it was an informal survey to gain
a feel on issues the Project Steering Committee felt were important to bicycling.

Five hundred surveys were completed. Nearly half of those received their form from local bike shops.
Over 90 percent were completed by adults (age 25 and over). A summary of the results is presented in
this section. The questionnaire and a tabulation of responses for each question is included in Appendix C
(under separate cover}.

e 96% of respondents indicated they ride a bike.

e Two primary reasons were given by the 4% who said they do not ride a bike; 1) they don't own a
bike, and 2} streets/drivers are too dangerous.

e The two primary purposes for riding are for recreation (73%) and exercise (69%). Many also ride to
provide transportation to work (38%), to school (8%, and as a means of general transportation
(19%).

s Approximately 92% of the respondents indicated that, on average, they ride during three or more
seasons a year.

¢  80% of respondents indicated that they ride a bike at least once a week, with 48% riding 4-7 times a
week.

» Respondents indicated that they ride on-street more than 50% of the time, and they use off-street
paved trails about 25% of the time.

» Respondents were asked to indicate their satisfaction with various aspects of the on-street bikeways
system. Results indicate that they are satisfied with pavement markings and route signing,
unsatisfied with debris removal, and split on pavement condition.

e Respondents were also asked to indicate their most important and least favorite on-street bikeways
they use for their bicycle trips. The findings indicate that many of the important bikeways tend to
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also be among the least favorite routes. The two primary reasons for disliking a bike route were
traffic conditions/driver behavior and inadequate bicycle facilities.

¢ For the respondents who indicated that they do not use their bike to commute, the most common
reason given is street conditions/drivers are too dangerous.

* Respondents indicated that more bicycle lanes (65%), bicycle trails (59%), and better street
maintenance (29%) would make bicycling more attractive to them.

* Approximately one out of every four respondents indicated that they had been involved in a bicycle
collision within the Albuquerque metro area as a bicyclist. A majority of the respondents indicated
that bicycle collisions were either the motorist's fault or roadway conditions/weather were a
contributing factor in their collision.

¢  The majority (78%) of the respondents indicated they are 31 years of age or older.

e Approximately half of the surveys were collected from respondents who obtained their survey from a
bike shop. This would seem to be a good indication that cyclists in the metropolitan area are
interested in the City of Albugquerque's bicycle system.

First Public Meeting

An open house public meeting was conducted
for the Albuquerque Comprehensive On-Street
Bicycle Plan on August 16, 1997 from 9:00
a.m. to 12:00 noon in the west parking lot of
Coronado Mall. The public meeting was heid
in conjunction with a bicycle safety rodeo.
Both city and consultant staff were present to
discuss the plan and bicycle issues.

Participants of this public meeting were asked
to sign-in and were given a public opinion
survey and a comment sheet to solicit their
input. A total of 26 persons attended the open
house.

Presentation material for the open house included a set of display boards which graphically presented
bicycle issues and concerns. The boards are described below.

1. Introduction: A summary board which described the purpose of the project and the work tasks
completed to date.

2. Bicycle Network: These graphics illustrated the components of the existing Albuquerque
metropolitan area bicycle network. The different types of bicycle facilities were defined and
graphically illustrated with pictures and typical cross-sections.

3. Goals and Objectives: This board included the key points of the draft goals and objectives for
the Albuquerque Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan. Handouts were also provided with the
goals and detailed objectives.

4. Bicycle Collision: One board included summary statistics of bicycle collisions occurring in the
City of Albuquerque over a three-year period (1994 through 1996). Two boards contained key
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observations from the City of Albuquerque bicycle collision review and additional statistics on
bicycle safety issues from national research studies.

5. Bicycle Facilities Inventory: These boards graphically illustrated some of the common
deficiencies identified during the inventory of Albuquerque's on-street bicycle facilities.

6. Bikeways Master Plan (recently renamed the Long Range Bikeway System): A map of all
existing and proposed bicycle facilities for the Albuquerque metropolitan area. The Bikeways
Master Plan is maintained by the Middle Rio Grande Council of Governments (MRGCOG).

7. Off-Street Trails Map: A map which showed all existing and proposed bicycle trails for the
metropolitan Albuquerque area.

In addition to the presentation boards, three stations were set up. Each station had a modified
Metropolitan Albuquerque Bicycle Map to show problem locations for on-street bicycle facilities.
Participants were encouraged to identify their normal bicycle trips and locations where they perceived
problems with the bicycle facilities. Presentation materials for the public meeting and participant's
comments, either written or spoken, are provided in Appendix D (under separate cover).

Corporate Involvement
A number of public and private sector individuals were contacted to discuss what is being done to
encourage bicycling in Albuquerque. A summary of these discussions is presented in this section.

Albuguerque Transit Department

All Albuquerque Transit Department buses are equipped with bike racks. Bicyclists are using buses for
one-way cross town trips and riding their bicycles on the reverse trip, or to by-pass high volume arterials
and then continue with their trip.

University of New Mexico
In 1986, UNM created a dismount area on campus to minimize bicycle/pedestrian conflicts. Today that

dismount area has been scaled back due to the higher bicycling demand and to encourage bicycling.
Strategic bicycle parking is located near the classrooms, student union, athletic facilities and dorms.
UNM also offers student discount transit passes.

Sandia National Laboratories/Kirtland Air Force Base
The SNL/KAFB area provides bicycle racks at all major buildings. Shower and locker facilities are
maintained at 11 of their buildings and they maintain a compressed air station.

Intel

As one of the largest employers in the Albuquerque metropolitan area, Intel is currently developing a
comprehensive employee incentive program to encourage use of alternative transportation. Incentives
include discount transit passes, existing bike racks, proposed bike lockers, access to lockers/showers,
rideshare matching, vanpool program, and preferential parking for carpools.

City of Albuquerque

The City of Albuquerque encourages its employees to use alternative transportation modes. The City
provides bike lockers (42 existing lockers) at no cost, as well as the availability of bike racks, discount
transit passes, and shower/lockers. As part of development review/approval, the City is pushing for more
bicycle incentives (bike parking, lockers/showers, transit pass programs, pathway connections to
bikeways/trails) to be incorporated into commercial developments for employees and patrons.
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Others

In general, businesses in the Uptown Area haven't pursued incentives for bicyclists. However, they are
providing shuttle service from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for shoppers and employees. The City's Planning
Department is currently working on a development plan for the area, which incorporates bicycling
incentives.

Agency Coordination with Neighboring Communities

The neighboring communities of Corrales, Los Rancho de Albuquerque, and Rio Rancho were contacted,
as well as Bernalillo County. All indicated that they support bicycling and use the Long Range Bikeway
System (LRBS) in developing their local system. A brief summary of each community bicycle facilities
is provided below.

e The Village of Corrales existing bicycle facilities consist entirely of on-street bicycle routes, with
many of these routes located on roadways with narrow lanes. This community has a strong cycling
presence that is spearheaded by the Corrales Cycling Club.

e The only existing bicycle facilities located within the boundaries of the Village of Los Ranchos de
Albuquerque are the multi-use trail that runs parallel to Paseo del Norte and the bicycle route on El
Pueblo. New bicycle facilities planned for the Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque include
bicycle lanes on Rio Grande Boulevard and a bicycle route on Guadalupe Trail

s The existing bicycle network for the City of Rio Rancho consists primarily of off-street bicycle trails
with a few on-street bike lanes and routes. Proposed bicycle facilities for this community will also
primarily consist of off-street bicycle trails.

¢ Bernalillo County has a bikeway system which consists of on-street lanes and routes and separated
trails. Much of the existing County system is along State highways. The County expressed concern
about providing wider facilities along residential roadways because of limited right-of-way and was
concerned that roadway widening may lead to higher travel speeds along those roads.
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Chapter 4: Bikeway Network

Aibuquerque Bikeway Network

The Comprehensive On-Street Bicycle Plan provides guidance for the development of an on-street
bikeway network to accommodate bicycling throughout metropolitan Albuquerque. A number of
national and local surveys cite that safe, well maintained bicycle facilities would act as an incentive to
increase daily bicycle trips. To support this assertion, the survey conducted as part of this study found
that the two most important factors to make bicycling more attractive are 1) providing additional bicycle
facilities (bicycle lanes - 65%, bicycle trails - 59%) and 2) improved maintenance (29%). Albuquerque
currently has an on-street bicycle network which contains 256 miles of bicycle lanes and routes, and
through implementation of this plan, will achieve a fully interconnected system.

The development of an on-street bikeway network for Albuquerque involved the identification of
roadways that could both accommodate bicycling and provide connections to employment, shopping,
schools, and parks. An initial inventory was conducted to gather information on existing bike lanes and
routes. These existing bicycle facilities were evaluated, and improvement recommendations were
developed. A supplemental inventory that included all remaining collectors, arterials, and some loc