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CO CHAIR REED: Wl come everyone. |'m
going to call this nmeeting of the Bosque WbrKking
Goup to order. It's Friday, July 29th, 2016.

It's approximately 1:41 p.m M nane is Keith Reed,
and I'mthe co-chair of the Bosque Wrking Goup, and
al so Deputy Director with the Gty of Al buquerque

Par ks and Recreation Departnment. W' Il just go
around the table real quick and have ot her fol ks

I ntroduce thenselves, starting with you M chael.

MR. JENSEN: M chael Jensen. |'mhere
today representing Camilla, who is on naternity
| eave.

MR BARISH And I'"'mRichard Barrish. 1|'m
a nmenber of the Bosque Working G oup, and I am here
representing the Sierra Cub and the Bosque Action
Team

MR. SCHVADER: And |'m Matt Schmader. |'m
the City of Al buquerque Qpen Space Superi ntendent.

M5. NAJM: Yasneen Najm . |'mthe planner
for the Mddle Rio Grande Conservancy District.

CO CHAIR REED: Ckay. Thanks everyone.

And | want to point out that absent at today's
neeting is Cam Il a Fei bel man, M ke Hanman, and Mary
Ber esf ord.

So, with that, I want -- we're going to go

WILLIAMS & ASSOCIATES -- COURT REPORTING SERVICE
505-843-7789



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 4

to Item Nunber 2 on the agenda, and that's the public
process and schedule for the Bosque Miltiuse
Accessi bl e Path Phase 3 project that begins at
Canpbel | Road and term nates at Montano Boul evar d.

MR BARISH |'msorry, before we nove on,
could we just reflect that Barbara Taylor is also
present, and --

M5. TAYLOR | was about to say ny nane and
because I'mgoing to get into the schedul e and the
nmeeting information.

COCHAIR REED: So for the public process
and schedul e on the Phase 3 project, I'mgoing to
turn it over to Barbara Taylor, the director with the
City of Al buquerque Parks and Recreation Departnent.

M5. TAYLOR  So, the schedule and public
process is that there were three wal king tours;

June 11th, June 18th, and June 25th, conducted
by the Open Space Division. The first tw by
Dr. Matt Schrmader and | ast one by Bill Pentler.

The Bosque Wbrking Group neeting is today,
July 29th. The public neeting is at Los Duranes
Community Center, August 11th from6:00 to 7: 30.

In between the -- well, follow ng the public neeting,
there, we will finalize the route between Canpbel l

Road and Mont ano, and we expect to be in construction
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by m d- Sept enber, roughly.

MR. BARI SH: And, Barbara, when is the
deadline for witten coments?

M5. TAYLOR Well, | would suggest that the
ideal tinme to get witten comments in would be the
week after the public neeting.

COCHAIR REED: So, to set a tine for that,
with the public neeting being on Thursday,

August 11th, | think we can give until Friday,
August 19th at 5:00 p.m to turnin all witten
coments. Any objections?

M5. TAYLOR | agree. | think that's fine.
| do want to state on the record, we're not going to
turn away any comments at any tine.

MR BARISH And is there a projected date
when an alternative will be selected? | nean,
obvi ously, comrents after the alternative woul d not
be very useful.

M5, TAYLOR  Matt?

MR. SCHVADER: | think what we would do is
we woul d conmpile all of the comments received and
then evaluate them and publish the final selective
alternative within a week or so after the closure of
t he comment peri od.

M5. TAYLOR: That wor ks.
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MR. SCHVADER: It wouldn't be done before,
of course.

M5. TAYLOR  Yeah. That works. And then
that gives us tine to be in construction by
m d- Sept enber. Yeah. That's good.

MR. BARISH: And is there any environnental
review that will be conducted?

THE REPORTER |'m having a hard tine
heari ng you.

MR. BARISH: And would -- |'m asking
whet her there woul d be any environnental review done
i n conjunction with this phase.

MR. SCHVADER: Wl l, there's ongoing
environnmental nonitoring. So, nothing beyond what's
al ready been conducted. W can have --

M5. TAYLOR  Not hi ng beyond what's al ready
been done. Southwest -- SWCA did an extensive
envi ronnmental review and we continue to rely on that.

CO CHAIR REED: (kay. Thanks, Barbara, for
that. |I'mgoing to nove on to item nunber 3, which
Is the alternatives discussion for the Phase 3
project. And for that, I'mgoing to turn the fl oor
over to Matt Schrader

MR. SCHVADER: So you can let this show

that |' m passing out sonme maps.

WILLIAMS & ASSOCIATES -- COURT REPORTING SERVICE
505-843-7789



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 7

M5. TAYLOR And this will be available
el ectronically for you.

M5. NAJM: Oh, Mke's not going to be
here. | wasn't aware that his dad passed away. It
was his funeral today.

COCHAIR REED: Oh, that's terrible.

M5. NAJM: Yeah, it nust have been fairly
sudden or recent.

MR. SCHVADER: As Barbara had indicated, we
had conducted three public hikes in this area during
the month of June. But the collection of the
exi sting conditions for the area is sonething that
Open Space Division has been doing for a nuch | onger
period of tine.

What | passed out is a set of four maps.
And the first map is the existing conditions
hi ghlighting the area from Canpbell Road, north to
Mont ano.

So, in that area, it also includes the
access fromthe Rio Gande Nature Center. And what
the existing conditions map shows is that there is a
very extensive network of user-nade trails, official
trails, unofficial side trails, devel oped asphalt
trail, within the Bosque.

We cal cul ated the anount of existing trai
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surface in the Bosque. | should have | ooked it up.
| think it's something on the order of 15,000 to
20,000 linear feet of existing trails.

MR. JENSEN: Just in this section?

MR. SCHVADER: Just in this area. And this
overall length from Canpbell -- the overall existing
| ength from Canpbell Road to Montano is just under
10,000 linear feet, straight neasurenent. So, when
you add on all of the other side trails, it easily
gets up to 20 or so thousand |inear feet.

It's notable -- two things are notable as
well. One, is that this area contains probably the
only asphalt trail that exists inside of the Bosque.
It's about a mle long -- I"msorry, a quarter of a
mle long, and it's called the Al do Leopold Paved
Loop that cones fromthe Rio G ande Nature Center

And the other thing is that there are a
nunmber of jetty jacks that exist in this area, |ong
rows of jetty jacks that are in the Bosque.

So this is part of the existing condition
that we are | ooking at.

When you | ook at the configuration of the
existing trails, there are several |ogical ways to
sel ect which ones woul d be used for the prinmary

new y-constructed inproved trail. And the first one
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of those is reflected in Alternative A, or
Alternative 1. W wal ked these routes at various
times on the public hikes. The overall distance was
too nmuch really to cover in a single hike, so we
covered nost of these areas on all of the hikes.

The Alternative 1, the primary focus here
Is to take off fromand utilize the end of the prior
phase at Canpbell Road and then select what is the
nost central portion of the existing trail system
whi ch hooks up to the existing asphalt trail, and
t hen continues north to Montano.

The reasoning behind this one then is to
follow on existing trails and to capitalize on the
asphalt trail

Alternative 2 utilizes a route that is
further west than Alternative 1 and splits the
difference between Alternative 1 and the river edge.
And when it gets to where the asphalt trail is, it
skirts off and bypasses it and then continues up to
Mont ano.

M5. NAJM: So, Matt, | guess with any of
these alternatives, are we | ooking at closing off
some of these side trails that aren't part of this
new |l ead trail and the paved trail ?

MR SCHVADER: Correct. And | should have

WILLIAMS & ASSOCIATES -- COURT REPORTING SERVICE
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prefaced all of this by saying that the purpose of

trying to select a single primary use, nultiuse

crusher fine trail is for user nmanagenent and to help

protect the habitat by not having users going
everywhere. And the way that is acconplished is by
closing off a nunber of the redundant or unwanted
side trails.

When you | ook at the map, there are a
nunber of |ocations where there are parallel trails
of unneeded cutoffs, side trails that don't go
anywhere, and it benefits the habitat and it is
better | and nmanagenent to elim nate unwanted,
unneeded, undesirable side trailing.

So this area from Canpbell to Montano
probably has sonme of the nobst intensive user-nade
side trailing that really needs to be managed.

M5. NAJM: You know, | guess | would

suggest, Matt, that because we've run into the issue

of a nunber of people, a nunber of the nenbers of the

public saying that they want to retain sonme of the
primtive trail, and we did that in the |ast phase,
that | think we need to be clear about it. |If you
are going to do that, where that is and where we're
going to definitively close themoff, or we -- well,

| shouldn't say "definitively." Were we're
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proposing to close themoff.

MR. BARISH There really are a | ot of
these remaining trails in this section.

M5. NAJM: Right.

MR. BARISH: They're not even all reflected
on the map.

THE REPORTER: It's hard to hear you.

MR, BARISH | was just saying there really
are a lot of user-made trails in this section. They
aren't even all reflected on the Matt's maps here.

So there's lots of opportunity for closing off sone
trails.

MR, SCHVADER: Partly that's a matter of
when sone of the data collection was done a coupl e of
years ago, there have even been new user-nade trails
t hat have occurred since them

M5. NAJM: | nean, would we want to just
ki nd of propose an alignnent and not propose that
primtive trails would be left and then to see what

peopl e say, and naybe make some accommobdati ons and

then -- or make -- or will we want to propose
specifically what we would like to do -- we would be
willing to | eave, | guess.

MR. BARI SH:  You know, | don't really know

which of these trails are actually used a |ot, but
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when Brian Hansen did his survey and how trails were
used in the Bosque, he said a |lot of these side
trails really get very little use. So, |I'm guessing
that -- especially the ones that aren't right al ong
the river, probably won't be any great constituents
for it, but that's just a guess.

M5. NAJM : Probably.

MR, SCHVADER: | suspect that the answer to
what Yasneen is asking is that there be three | evels.
There woul d be the primary interior nmultiuse trail
that will be inproved. There will be the existing
trails that wll be left open. And then there wl|
be a suite of trails that would be selected for
cl osure.

And as with the Phase 2 on the final
alternatives map that show the sel ection, we can
i ndi cate proposed trail closures as well. W did
that on the first phase.

So | think there will be kind of three
| evel s of trail designation when the final
alternative is decided.

CO CHAIR REED: Matt, one thing that occurs
to me is that the proposed crusher fine path, there's
no crusher fine path |inkage between it and the

paved -- existing paved trail. |[Is that sonething
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that we ought to consider at nore than one | ocation
so that we nmaintain a | evel of acceptable
accessibility.

MR. BARI SH: Are you tal king about the
Paseo del Bosque trail or --

COCHAIR REED: No, just the Aldo -- I'm
tal ki ng about the Al do Leopold trail.

MR. SCHVADER: And that's a good
suggestion. There are two very short connections at
the north and south ends of the asphalt trail that
can be added to this.

| also wanted to be sure to note in the
exi sting conditions, that there already are
crusher-fine trails in the Bosque in the nature
center area, and the difference really is, how they
were originally installed, and whether they have any
stabilizer in the crusher fine, because back sonetine
ago when the crusher fine was |laid down, that there's
no stabilizer added to it.

MR. JENSEN. But they are -- | nean, they
get so much use, and they're so packed down. The
last time | was out there was after there had been a
fair anount of rain the previous week, and then a
slight dry period, and then rain overnight the

nmorni ng before | went in, and they were in great
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shape. There was -- | wal ked this whole area here.
And there were two small areas of five or six feet

| ong, and maybe a foot wide in the -- where the -- a
coupl e of the hard-packed Earth trails were cupped a
little bit, but the crusher fine trails were
conpletely dry. And that was after, you know, it had
been saturated a little bit and then dried out, and
they got, you know, sort of reclained. So | think
they're in pretty good shape personally, but |

mean - -

MR. BARI SH: And ny observation is the
sanme, they are handling that very well.

M5. NAJM: So, Matt, just to help ny
menory here. This Alternative 1, is this follow ng
the existing -- what we were calling the crusher fine
trail in the --

MR SCHMADER: Yes.

M5. NAJM: An approved trail. Ckay. But
these other alternatives don't follow that?

MR. BARI SH. Sorry. \What are you sayi ng?

M5. NAJM: This follows that existing kind
of inproved trail that was in there?

MR. BARISH So, this is not an approved
trail. This is that central trail --

THE REPORTER  You have to speak up.
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MR. BARISH  Sorry, | talk softly.

So the trail com ng north of Canpbell is
not a crusher fine trail. It does neet up here with
t he Bosque Loop Trail. This is the Bosque Loop Trail
here. So this is an inproved trail.

M5. NAJM: Ckay. Yeah. That's the one we

wal ked.

3

BARI SH: Yeah. That section.

&

NAJM: Okay. Then we did wal k down
her e?

MR SCHMADER: Yeah.

M5. NAJM: So, Matt, do any of these
alternatives incorporate the idea that we tal ked
about with Brian and other fol ks on the wal k about
skirting around, |ike, sonme of those |arge paths of
the habitat, like the willows and that kind of thing,
or are we just follow ng existing alignnments?

MR. JENSEN. Alt 1 skips a lot of that.

MR, BARISH And Alt 2, | think -- to ne,
Alternative 2 is the best at avoiding the sensitive
areas. There aren't any -- there aren't too nmuch in
the way of sensitive areas.

M. NAJM: Right.

MR. BARISH: There is one restoration area

that it skirts sonmewhere around where these parallel
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lines are here, sonme are around here. | believe
there's a restored area there.

MR JENSEN:. Yes, there is.

MR. BARISH: Yeah. And it does skirt that
and get noved away fromthat.

MR. JENSEN: There's a little swale or
sonething there --

MR SCHMADER: Yeah.

MR. JENSEN. -- that just goes -- you know,
it's like a high-water channel or sonething |ike
that, | think, or backwater channel. But there's a
little kind of swale.

M5. NAJM: |Is that the silvery m nnow
channel ?

MR BARI SH: No.

MR. SCHVADER: No. That's not what he's
tal ki ng about .

MR. JENSEN: No. That's farther south;
right? | nmean, | could be confusing this with other
pl aces that | wal ked, because it was six or eight
nont hs ago or sonething, but |'d have go back and
| ook at the photos. But | took sonme photos, and
there's sonme kind of swale or sonething in that area
right there kind of at where Richard was sayi ng at

the end of the sort of two parallel tracks, because |
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wal ked fromthe nature center down the asphalt to
this trail here and kind of roaned around here, and
wal ked -- kind of ranbled through various of these
sort of little side trails and up and around.

M5. NAJM: Well, isn't this the channel
right here?

MR. BARI SH:  Yeah.

M5. NAJM: So that's probably a swal e that
was done with that silvery m nnow channel that cones
down and cones around.

MR. JENSEN. This whole thing right here?

M5. NAJM: Yeah. But what | was thinking
in particular, Matt -- | don't renenber exactly where
it was we walked. | can't point to it on the nap,
but do you renenber when we went to the river and
then just to the north of that big, large will ow
area -- area of willows, and we tal ked about cl osing
off the primtive trail that went into that. It was
close to the river. And neandering the trail around
that. And -- but | can't renmenber exactly where it
was.

MR. BARISH: So, fromny perspective, the
Alternative 2 trail really does a pretty good job of
avoiding the really sensitive areas. In Alternative

1 -- at the north part of Alternative 1 it has this
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| oop trail, and the part that is right along closest
to the river there -- it really isn't along the
river. There's such a |ot of vegetation between the
trail and the river, but the part that's closest to
the river there, that part really is hardly even a
trail at all. It is barely a footpath. And, in
fact, at sone point the path is actually overgrown
wth grasses and with willows. | nean, it really
barely exists.

And this whole area in the north, and

really is an area that from ny observati ons,

including the bird habitat -- and I was worried about
putting even one trail there, but two -- having a
| oop there, really, | think, would disturb that area.

The place where | see the nost inportant is
along Alternative 3, the river bank, you know, com ng
north from Canpbell. That area is a grassy neadow.

O course, they're aren't that many grassy nmeadows in
t he Bosque anynore, so that, | think is an inportant
habi t at .

And when | was there yesterday, there were
I ncredi bl e nunbers of birds and butterflies, and
dragonflies in that area. There nust have been at
| east 20 ash-throated flycatchers down there. There

were lots of clean butterflies, if you know what
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cleans are. They're kind of a very pretty butterfly.

There were what | think were conmon
whitetails, which are a bol ded-pattern dragonfly down
there. It was a great area. There was just |ots of
stuff there.

So that's an area that | think is inportant
to avoid. And | think that the Alternative 2, from
nmy perspective, does the best job of avoiding those
sensitive areas.

| do want to ask, though, in ternms of the
actual route you're going to select, is there the
possibility of having m xing and matching, so that we
can suggest other things? Because | was curious in
particular as to why in Alternative 2, you avoi ded
asphalt. | know that asphalt trail does get used by
people with wal kers and that would certainly be a
reason to avoid it then, and certainly because of
asphalt bicycles could get a good rate of speed on
that trail, but it does seemlike an obvious trail to
nme.

MR. SCHVADER: So what Richard has asked is
a very inportant question, and this gets to the heart
of the reason why we are doing the planning the way
we're doing it, and getting input the way we are.

And that is that in the end it's highly likely that
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there will be elenents of the best portions of
several different alternatives that woul d be pieced
together to create what woul d the nost desirable.

So, for the purposes of planning and trying
to lay out as nuch difference as we can between
different considerations, we lay themout in these
draft alternatives. But in the end, it's highly
likely that we'll take the nost desirable parts of
several different ones and create the best result.

M5. NAJM: So, | nmean -- there's a couple
of coments that | have are -- | would like to see us
pursue the strategy of avoiding those major habitat
areas -- patches of the habitat.

And, then, you know, |I'mnot too favorable
to having two inproved trails in the Bosque, parallel
trails. You know, | think where we have one that's
al ready existing | think it would be good to utilize
and tie into it rather than creating a whol e ot her
one. It's just going to get essentially, the simlar
or sanme usage.

MR. JENSEN:. Al so that asphalt needs repair
anyway.

M5. NAJM: M ght be a good reason to do

MR, JENSEN:. O just to be conpletely
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redone.

M5. NAJM: Yeah. To redo it. If we're
going to retain it. | don't know how people feel
about retaining it.

MR. JENSEN: |s that about 8 feet right
now?

M5. NAJM: Is it about what?

MR, JENSEN: [|I'msorry. |Is that trail, the
asphalt trail about 8 feet now?

MR. SCHVADER: The existing asphalt trail
is 8 feet; correct.

MR. JENSEN: And do you think that it needs
to be conpletely redone, or just patched?

MR. SCHVADER: Just patched.

MR. JENSEN:. Ckay.

MR. BARISH: So what is the thought,

t hough, about how you can slow bicycle traffic down
instead of -- it really does get a | ot use. School
ki ds go down there and go in the Bosque, and --

MS. TAYLOR: | knowit, Richard. | think
you need to think very hard about nmaking the asphalt
part of the main trail precisely for that reason.

Bi kes on asphalt, then you'll have people going
30 mles an hour.

MR. JENSEN:  You could put snmall speed --
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MR. BARISH: So you think it should be part
of the trail now?

MR. JENSEN. -- bunps on it that are ADA
conpliant, but not so appealing to sonebody goi ng
fast on bicycle.

M5. TAYLOR  You just haven't seen the
| awsuits that | see fromthe bunps.

MR. BARI SH: The Bosque | oop part of the
trail, but that's where you probably get the nost,
you know, hiking traffic in where the school kids go,
and it's -- you can't really avoid that in this
trail, so you have to think of some strategy for
sl owi ng those bi kes down on that part of the trail

MR. JENSEN:. You coul d have a sign saying,
"Wal k your bikes on this trail."

M5. TAYLOR Ckay. I'Il doit.

MR. BARISH And | really thought the
Paseo del Bosque trail, just to skirt that woul d be
t he best idea.

MR. JENSEN: Because |I'mkind of with
Yasnmeen. We've got a big section of trail that's
already there. It would mnimze the cost of trai
building in general, and utilize sonething that's
already there if we did it and just patched it and

put that sign up, you know, because the -- anybody
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seen entering that trail at the nature center end,

whi ch i s where nost people would cone up, to see they
have to wal k on that, they may just stay on the
Bosque del Apache -- Paseo Del Bosque trail, or just
head down, you know, where they can ride their

bi cycl e on the crusher fine trail and just ignore

t hat .

MR. BARI SH: Another possibility is to have
a-- sinceit is 8 feet wde, wuld be to have a
pedestrian | ane and a bi ke | ane.

MR. JENSEN. But that's only one direction.
| nmean, people are going in two directions and you' ve
got --

MR. BARI SH. Pedestrians are al ways on one
si de and bi kes are always on the other side.

MR. JENSEN. Right. But you've got two
bi cyclists on a four-foot |ane.

MR. BARISH: Well, they can go in the other
| ane when they have to.

MR. JENSEN. But then they'll just stay on
t hat | ane, because, you know --

COCHAIR REED: So to --

MR BARISH | nean, it would help to keep
them separate. | nean, it's not going to be the best

sol ution, but --
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COCHAIR REED: So what if --

MR. JENSEN: If you walk a quarter of a
mle -- sorry, Keith.

COCHAIR REED: That's all right. What
Yasnmeen was saying was, limt to one -- instead of
havi ng parallel paths, which | would see having a
bi cycl e di smount zone on the existing Al do Leopol d
asphalt path for pedestrians only. And try to sign
it so that you have a crusher-fine path parallel to
It that allows bicycles. So you give bicyclists an
option, and hopefully you are encouragi ng themto use
this other route and avoid the higher pedestrian-use
route Ii ke you were saying the children and everybody
el se that use that so frequently, that mght help to
m nimze the problens there.

MR, BARISH And just to clarify, ny
understanding of the area that's really used a | ot by
the kids and so forth is not the asphalt. It's the
Bosque -- the southern Bosque.

CO CHAI R REED:  Ckay.

MR. BARISH: And a portion of this trail is
going to go on one or the other part of that Bosque
Loop.

CO CHAI R REED: Ckay.

MR. JENSEN: Yeah, you're tal king about
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this stuff right here.

MR. BARISH. Exactly.

MR. JENSEN:. It does.

M5. NAJM: Ckay.

CO CHAIR REED: Do you want to explain
Matt, any of the differences with Alternative 3?

t hi nk we kind of junped ahead on you, and you didn't
really have a chance to formally present that
alternative and to highlight anything that you wanted
to highlight on that, or should we nove on to the
okay next item on the agenda?

MR. SCHVADER: No. | think we have gotten
sonme feedback already fromRichard on 3. The primary
reason for 3 was just to show that there are routes
that can be done further to the west and follow the
river bank nore. W do have to be aware that none of
the alternatives, 1 or 2, really have any or nuch
direct line of site or visual access or experience of
the river at all. They're all inside of the Bosque,
and not al ongside the river.

CO CHAIR REED: So what | woul d see as
bei ng a reasonable way to proceed with this is,

Ri chard has proposed, you know, taking sone el enents
of the alternatives and, you know, having those be

I ncorporated into a new or a hybrid alternative that
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Is not currently mapped out on these exhibits. So is
t hat sonmething we would want to do and to publish
prior to the public neeting so fol ks have a chance to
conmment on things, or --

M5. TAYLOR  And have it available at the
neet i ng.

CO CHAIR REED: And have it avail able at
the public neeting so there's public coment that can
be received on sone of that? And, you know, trying
to keep the alternative -- because you can conme up
with an infinitant nunber of alternatives based on
whi ch el enents you want to select. So trying to
whittle this dowmn to avoid the sensitive habitat, as
Yasneen suggested, and comi ng up with sone reasonabl e
alternatives that are in addition to the ones that
are presented here today. |Is that how we're
proposi ng to proceed?

MR. SCHVADER: | think that that's the best
way to go, because we're getting the advice and input
of the Bosque Wrking Goup. And when we're | ooking
at Phase 2, we had several of those that were
Al ternative 2A, Alternative 2B. W want to nmake sure
that we keep the nunber of those to just a couple,
but I would wel cone any draw ngs or any -- just even

mar ked-up hard copy that | can -- yeah, you know.
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COCHAIR REED: So that's kind of what |I'm
trying to do is to pronote conversation in this
neeting so that we can take away fromit sonme good
suggestions so that we can work on sone good
alternatives to propose prior to the public neeting
that can be discussed further at the public neeting,
and encour age that dial ogue.

MR BARISH So in ternms of Alternative 2
access to the river, the one thing -- you know, |
don't really know how nmuch wheel chair -- how nuch
wheel chairs use the asphalt part of it. But it does
actually get its -- yes, to have that connection down
to the river, access for both wheel chairs and others.
The only thing in this stretch, there are a | ot of
areas that are -- that aren't really good river
views. In the south part there are good river views,
t hough, | guess that really is probably the nost
environnmentally sensitive area as far as | can tel
| ooking at this sketch. And | would not want the
trail to be along the river there. You could create

alink down to the nature center. That's a w de

trail. So that would be a good pl ace.
M5. NAJM: | think another -- | don't know
if it was here or not, Matt. | think --

THE REPORTER: Can you speak up?
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M5. NAJM: | think it was a little farther
south. You know the place that we went to the river
and you could see that there were primtive trails on
either side ran along the river bank, both through
wi |l ow habitat, one through that really extensive
willow habitat. And so there nmay be sone
opportunities to -- other opportunities to get close
to the river and then close off those other trails
that go into those big patches of really good bird
habitat, big willow patches and stuff.

MR. JENSEN. Right. WMtt, you were talking
about sone areas that people m ght want to keep sort
of nore primtive. And ny experience fromwalking in
this area is that it's incredibly nice. |It's alnost
a tunnel, a canopy. And if you -- again, if you
could sign it, and just nake it pedestrian only, or
wal k your bikes, or sonething, because when | was
there, a couple of bicyclists did cone by. And even
there where, you know, it's pretty narrow, there's
branches, they were |ike zoom ng through and yelling
at me from behind, you know, not too |oud, but
nevert hel ess, you know, you startle when you -- you
know, "bicycle," you know.

But it's areally nice area to wal k, and

you get little glinpses through the trees, but it's
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just incredibly peaceful in there, really nice there.
MR. BARISH: And the area where
particularly saw that is in your alternative 3 where
It goes down to the river on a nature center trail
ande then proceeds north --
MR. JENSEN:. It goes right through that.
MR. BARISH -- right in there where
there's an area that really is exactly what M chael
Is tal king about there. Very narrow trail
over hangi ng branches. It's a lot like that area

along the river south of Canpbell that people like so

much.
Soit's a--it's not -- you now, it's a
| ot of exotics, but still it's a very pleasant space.
MR. JENSEN. A really good habitat.
M5. NAJM: Yeah. And that's okay.
nmean, | think there's lots of trails in here that we
could look at for primtive trail access. | nean,

the areas that I'mreally concerned about are the
ones right on the river bank where that's the only
place really that's good, dense habitat for birds,
like willows in particular. And those are the ones
I'"d like to -- there's trails going through them now
and | don't think people really need to be there.

But they do go in there. They run through there with
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t heir dogs.

| nmean, if we want wildlife to have any
chance in any of these areas, we've got to have sone
areas that we keep people out of, a few at | east.

You know, so -- and they m ght as well be
in the areas where we have the really dense, good
native vegetation.

M5. TAYLOR May | ask a question?

M5. NAJM: Yeah.

M5. TAYLOR How did those trails get
t here?

M5. NAJM: | don't know. People wal k
t hr ough.

MB. TAYLOR  Exactly.

MR. JENSEN. But they're pretty big. |
mean, it would take sone --

M5. NAJM: No, they're not. Not the ones
I"mtal king about. They're very small footpaths.

MR, JENSEN: In this area right here?

M5. NAJM: Along the river bank

MR. JENSEN: You're talking farther -- no,
we're tal king about the sane area.

MR BARISH | nean, in terns of all of
these small trails, | think people are always on

those trails, it's always going to be a challenge for
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Open Space if they want to reserve that habitat and
make sure the birds are there for us all to | ook at
and enjoy and to try keep those good areas of habitat
fairly isolated. |It's just part of the job, I think.

M5. NAJM: Yeah. And |I'mnot talking, you
know, about huge stretches of the Bosque. |'m
tal ki ng about pretty distinct areas.

MR. SCHVADER: So the real question is, how
do we nmake sure that enough of the right -- that al
of us get to go and see sone of it, because --

MR. JENSEN: Isn't it just for us here?

MR. SCHVADER: -- we have a concern about
the areas along the river bank that are densely
wooded, that have narrow trails, but then we al so
have concern about areas al ong the edge of the river
that are open, because they're grassy. So by the
time you rule out all of themfor better
accessibility, there's alnost no places to go.

| mean, | understand about habitat
considerations. |'mjust saying, we rmay be w nnow ng
out every form of conplete experience for --

M5. NAJM: | nean, | disagree that the
south end is that good. W wal ked through there, and
iIt's on a |lot exotics.

MR BARISH: So it's true, there's a fair
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anount of Russian Odive and a fair anount of elm but
there's grassy areas, and | can't tell -- | don't
know grasses. | don't know if those are native or
exotic grasses. There was all of these birds and all
of these butterflies --

MR. JENSEN: It's a nice area.

MR BARISH -- and we can use it a lot.

M5. NAJM: Yeah, | nean we can -- that
doesn't |look like a great habitat to ne.

MR. JENSEN: No, but it's in this area
around here.

M5. NAJM: If that's the area with
exotics, and the ol der canopy, is not the sane as
areas with dense shrubs like willows for the habitat.

MR. BARI SH. But the grasslands are al so
really inportant to have.

M5. NAJM: But if people stay on the
trail, then you shouldn't have a problem

MR. SCHVADER: So what |'m going to suggest
is that if the nmenbers don't mnd, if they can nake
just marked-up hard copy suggestions wouldn't be too
hard, and then we can conpile them because we won't
be able to really -- | don't think do it verbally and
wWithin the neeting tine today, and -- or 1'Il offer

to neet wwth people to go over it, but |I think with a
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little bit of fine-tuning and a little bit of field
checki ng and crosschecki ng anongst us, we'd be able
to add an Alternative 2A or an Alternative 1A and
sonething that would give the public a better m x and
mat ch of the best of what there is in the

al ternatives.

CO CHAIR REED: And | woul d encourage that
possi bly we all ow people an opportunity to get into
ei ther sonme of the pedestrian-only-type suggestion,
but also the nultiuse path opportunities to get in
close to the river, but naybe not stay along the
river for long lengths, get themthere and get them
out, so -- because if you don't give them an
opportunity to see the habitat and the things there,
they're going to nmake road trails, and we're not
going to be controlling folks and they're going to
want that opportunity so they're going to do it
anyway woul d be ny perspective.

M5. NAJM: Yeah. And that's fine.
agree with that. | think it's just the what and
wher e.

CO CHAIR REED: Ri ght.

M5. NAJM: You know, | disagree that
having -- that open areas with exotic species are

nore val uable to protect from pedestrian traffic than
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t he dense shrubs and willows, which we have a | ot
| ess of in these sections.

COCHAIR REED: So | like Matt's
suggestion, and if everybody's good with that, then
woul d propose to nove on to the next agenda item and
get into sone of the GeoSystens' work.

MR, JENSEN. Can | just ask a really quick
question?

CO CHAI R REED:  Yeah.

MR. JENSEN: What sort of connection is
there going to be between the Canpbell trail and this

new section right here? Because right nowthere's a

pedestrian trail, and a crusher fine trail that neet
at this point, but the newtrail doesn't -- it starts
her e.

So, one, you are going to have to shut
people off, but then what's the connection from here
to here?

COCHAIR REED: R ght at the end of
Campbel | Road and Bosque.

MR. JENSEN: Right. To get across --

M5. NAJM: \Were the current trail ends.

MR. JENSEN:. Yeah. To get across that
big -- that open area where it was clearcut for the

Water Utilities Authority's pipeline.
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CO CHAIR REED: Ri ght.

MR. JENSEN: There going -- ny
understanding fromthe Corps is that they are going
to have sonme sort of trail going down through there
to this viewwng platform and did they kill that
pl at f or n®?

THE REPORTER: The what pl atfornf

MR. JENSEN: Down Canpbell Road, down this

bare area down to the river where they had proposed a

platform --

CO CHAIR REED: A vi ew ng.

MR. JENSEN. A viewing platform

M5. NAJM: That's still in the works as
far as | know.

MR. JENSEN: Yeah. | know that they
cancel ed sone things, but | think that that's one
thing that's still there.

M5. NAJM: | didn't hear otherw se.

MR. JENSEN: And they tal ked about putting
sonme sort of trail all the way down there.

MR. SCHVADER: So the answer is that their
proposed trail along -- we ended up building it.
That's what this southern part --

MR. JENSEN:. That's this pink thing --

MR. SCHMADER: Yes.
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JENSEN: That's their trail ?

SCHVADER: Basi cal | y.

2 3 3

JENSEN.  Ckay.

MR. SCHVADER: And they will build the
view ng pl atform as pl anned.

The connection -- really this mapping --
there's a "VY," there's a split right over here and
there's two sections of it. So we would just take
off of the northern. There is a connect.

So regardl ess of which alternative is
chosen, we'll make sure there's a |ogical connection
between the north end of the phase 2 and the south
end of the Phase 3.

MR. JENSEN. Right. | nean, they'l
connect on the riverside of the | evee?

MR. SCHVADER:  Yes.

MR JENSEN:. Right.

MR. SCHVADER: Not up on the --

MR. JENSEN: You don't have to go up it and
come back down.

MR. SCHVADER: R ght.

M5. NAJM: And it |ooks like, Matt, all of
your alternatives so far have trails starting from
that eastern end of the --

MR. JENSEN: From Canpbel I .
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M5. NAJM: W're at the side of that
pi peline there again. So maybe that's the place to
make the connection. | guess it depends on how this
all flushes out in the end.

MR, JENSEN. It's just there was a gap
there, but everything -- you know, the pedestrian and
the crusher fine trail neet here wth, you know, the
alternative 3 -- oh, no, even alternative 3 doesn't
start down there.

MR SCHVADER:  No.

MR. JENSEN:. Yeah, so -- okay.

M5. NAJM: That's a good point.

CO CHAIR REED:  Your point's well-taken.
Thank you for pointing that out.

Let's nove on to item nunber 4, which is
the status of GeoSystens Anal ysis Incorporated's
Restoration Study. And for the update on that work,
|"'mgoing to turn it over to Matt. | could take a
shot at it, but you're going to do it better justice
t han ne.

MR. SCHVADER:  Thank you, Keith.

The Gty of Al buquerque in order to guide
future restoration activity from Central Avenue to
Canmpbel | , where the first tw phases of trail have

been built, contracted with GeoSystens Analysis to do
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site evaluation and to assess the restoration
potential in this area.

And so we have a report, a 62-page report
that is being handed out, distributed to the Wrking
G oup, and it also has been published online.

The fieldwrk that was done by GeoSystens
Anal ysis covers 170 acres. And what they did was to
exam ne the existing conditions in the Bosque, which
resulted in themcreating 72 mapping units. And the
mappi ng units are based on differences in the
exi sting vegetation types, the existing soil
conditions, and the existing depth to groundwater in
that area

From -- they al so | ooked at the
di stribution of invasive weeds and trees and conpil ed
the information into a series of maps.

Based on the mapping, they were able to
then summarize areas that are in need of weed
managenent and to suggest areas that would be the
prime need for restoration.

So, if, for exanple, you | ook on page 38 --
"mnot going to go through the whole report, because
| think it's inportant for people to assess it on
their own. But beginning on page 38 is where a | ot

of the nore critical information is presented, and
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you can see there are crosshatched areas that are
shown. And those crosshatched areas are the areas
that are the nost open or barren. That is, they have
the | east amobunt or no vegetative cover.

So, they have suggested to the Gty that
there would be -- those areas, that would be the
primary ones to begin with restoration activity.

That totals 22 acres.

M5. NAJM: And those areas jibe with other
conditions |ike groundwater and things |ike that?

MR. SCHVADER: And, so, we'll go through a
little bit on the groundwater | guess, if you want to
NOw.

M5. NAJM: | have a little trouble
under standing the difference between sone of their
different colors. They have a couple of yell ow ones.

It looks |ike yellow sh-blue and one that's yell ow,

so |l can't -- okay, | can see now.

MR, SCHVADER: Wi ch page --

M5. NAJM: The difference.

MR. SCHVADER: -- are you on?

M5. NAJM: |'mon page 18, Predicted Depth
to Goundwater. | think I can see a little bit of a

di fference now.

MR. SCHVADER: Yeah. The Predicted Depth
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to Goundwater -- this is page 18 of the report --
the reason it all |looks fairly simlar is because the
depth to groundwater is alnost uniformwth the

same -- it's five to seven feet in alnost all of the
area, with the exception that it's three to five feet
where it's greenish. So...

M5. NAJM: Lot better than I woul d have
t hought .

MR. SCHVADER: Yeah. Right. The good news
here is that there's not extrene depth to the
groundwat er that's over seven feet, which neans that
for many of the restoration activities we would hope
to engage in, that depth to groundwater is not a
great limting factor.

If we go to page 38, again that napping
shows the areas that are bare, barren areas. And as
| said, the GeoSystens Anal ysis suggests that the
restoration activity really ought to begin with those
barren areas as far as attenpting to establish
seeding, and installing shrubs, they are the areas
t hat have the | east anobunt of biological activity at
all. Just open and barren.

M5. NAJM: Would those areas al so have
weeds?

THE REPORTER: |'m sorry?
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M5. NAJM: | was asking if those areas,
t hose barren areas al so had a weed probl em or not.

MR. SCHVADER: Not necessarily. On page
25, it shows the annual weed -- the distribution of
annual weeds, and so sone of the barren areas are --
actually, quite a few of the barren areas have high
weed managenent problens. |In fact, now that you have
asked that question, Yasneen, the answer is al nost
entirely, yes. Yeah.

M5. NAJM: Al the nore reason to do
sonmething in the area.

MR. SCHVADER: (Ckay. So good question, and
the answer really is there's pretty nuch -- there's
an overlap between the bare areas and where the weeds
have cone in.

Page 39 shows us the areas that are the
best potential for planting shrubs.

And page 42 shows the areas that woul d have
the best potential for planting cottonwod pol es.

So based on all of the information that we
have, and it's a very thorough study, and it gives us
an indication of which areas need the greatest anount
of attention in ternms of restoration activity, and in
terms of weed managenent, and where to begin with

restoration activity.
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It's a 170-acre area, and there's quite a
bit of both managenment and restoration that is called
for. So the best way to begin is to prioritize in
terms of where to start the activities and which
areas to begin those activities.

And that set of recommendations starts on
page 47 and runs for sone -- there's a table that
runs sone nunber of pages and covers suggested five
years' worth of activity.

MR. BARI SH: See where it says, "year one,"
and so forth, that's cal endar years?

MR. SCHVADER: Yes -- oh, no, those are --
well, the way they have it set up is it begins with
the end of their report. So it's nore |like a fiscal
year. So when they say, "Year one, the initial
treatnment of annual weeds,"” that is actually right
now, this grow ng season, which we have al ready begun
to i nplenment.

MR. BARISH So | see under step 3 -- of
course, | haven't had a chance to read this yet -- it
says, "lrrigate a portion of the areas seeded during
2016," so you are going to irrigate --

THE REPORTER: |I'msorry. You have to
speak up

MR. BARISH So you're going to irrigate
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the areas that you see with grass seed?

MR. SCHVADER: To the best that we can.
And that's not with drip irrigation. It's with --

MR. BARI SH:  Yeah.

MR. SCHVADER: Yeah. W' ve had Bosque
Yout h Corps hand watering and sprayi ng the seeded
areas already this sunmer.

MR, JENSEN: Do you bring trucks in that
have the water, or you put a punp in the river? That
was a j oke.

MR. SCHVADER: Actually, what we have --

M5. TAYLOR That's okay. Is that |ike
sar casn?

MR. JENSEN. Well, actually, during the
phase 1 of the trail construction, the crew had a
punp in the river that they were using water to dust
control wth.

M5. TAYLOR And we had a license. Rats.

MR. JENSEN: You had a license to punp --

M5. TAYLOR  MRGCD getting us to license
the river.

MR. JENSEN: To punp fromthe river?

M5. TAYLOR  Yup. Fromthe siphon.

MR. BARISH: Matt, is the entire --

MR. JENSEN: | |ike sarcasm
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MR BARISH |I'msorry. Wat?

MR JENSEN: | |ike sarcasm

MR. BARISH Is the entire plan then
sunmari zed in this inplenentation schedule, so
everything that's recommended is in this
i npl enent ati on schedul e, which goes through five
years?

MR. SCHVADER: Right. They have laid out a
suggest ed schedul e of nai ntenance and restoration
activity that covers s a five-year period.

MR. BARI SH: And does this, for instance,

include -- there were a few areas they recommended
for -- | don't know what they called it -- but
getting closer to the water table. |Is that included

in this inplenmentation schedul e?

M5. NAJM: You nean swales or --

MR. BARI SH: Swal es, yeah. As | recalled
they were actually by the -- they're nore like
terracing by the river bank.

MR. SCHVADER: This is a map that's

called --

MR. BARI SH: Excavation, page 44.

MR. SCHVADER: Yes. Thank you. Page 44 is
t he excavation potential. And you can see the

excavation potential, there's very few areas that
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have good -- that have high potential for excavation.

MR. BARISH A few.

MR. SCHVADER: Really, the primary one is
what's known as the Duranes Qutfall. So it's a punp
station out north of [-40. And that would require a
design to inplenent that, and | have to | ook on
their --

M5. NAJM: These are already factored in
the process that were already done, the bank line
process and all of that kind of stuff?

MR. JENSEN:. Yeah. | hope so, because on
the north of Central that area that they've got
marked as high is like there was already sone bank
| oweri ng.

THE REPORTER. |'msorry. Sone what?

MR, JENSEN. |'msorry. Sone bank
| oweri ng, sone excavati on.

M5. NAJM: There certainly was south of
| -40, too, | would say.

COCHAIR REED: So | have a question. Wat
woul d that nmean with this area just north of 1-40 in
this Duranes Qutfall Zone, when you have a barren
area that has hi gh noxi ous weed potential or annual
weeds that grow there, and it has a high excavation

potential, what would be the -- what would be the
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proposed or recommended way to handl e that area?

MR. SCHVADER: If it's high for noxious
weeds, then the excavation would end up elimnating
t he noxi ous weeds, and then we have to do very active
overseedi ng both with grass and with shrubs. So you
have to conbat the existence of the noxi ous weeds
wWith pretty intensive native revegetation.

COCHAIR REED: So am | reading this
correctly that that's a zone of high need for
I ntervention and restoration activity?

MR. SCHVADER: Yes. |It's both a high need
for intervention and a high potential for
restoration. So, when you have that overlap, then
those areas end up on rising to the top when you're
sel ecting where to do the work.

M5. NAJM: And is that how this
i npl enent ati on schedul e i s organi zed that the high
priority projects are in the first year? It |ooks
| i ke several of them are open barren areas, so..

MR. SCHVADER: Right.

M5. NAJM: Ckay.

MR. SCHVADER: That's how this is laid out.
And because there are al so appendi ces where they have
not ati ons on each of the mapping units that we

don't -- they didn't publish all of the appendices.
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But, yes.

MR. BARISH So, do | understand correctly
that this year's work is being funded fromthe 2013
appropriation; is that correct?

MR. SCHVADER: This year's work?

M5. TAYLOR  The pat hway?

MR. BARI SH: No, no, the GeoSystens study.

M5. TAYLOR We just got through this
report. | don't think we've priced each individual
segnent, and | don't think we've had an opportunity
to discuss that.

MR. BARISH. So, | guess ny nore general
question is, | think it's a great plan. You guys
shoul d be commended, | think, for doing this.
think it's a really good idea, and have sonething to
| ook at and nmake a plan for restoring the whol e area.
That's great. But | am-- | do like to see funding
actually put into effect, so I'm wondering where the
noney is going to cone to fund the plan for this year
or two years.

M5. TAYLOR | agree.

MR. BARISH |Is there an answer?

MS. TAYLOR: Not today.

MR. SCHVADER: Sone of the initial

I npl enentation of it is being done through the --
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M5. TAYLOR  Yeah.
MR. SCHVADER: -- mayor's Bosque Youth

Cor ps, and through our ordinary mai ntenance. But

beyond what we do our -- use our regular staff to do,
then we have to have -- we have to cost out the
actions.

MR BARISH | nean, is it possible that

there can be a commtnent to do this fromthat
$2.9 mllion 2013 appropriation?

M5. TAYLOR Richard, as | think you know,
a lot of that 2013 appropriation has been spent on
the work that's already been done. | just don't have
It in nmy head how much of that noney is left. But
the first priority is to finish the path. But those
are -- as | said to you before, those are not the
only sources of funding. W have sone funds that
came out of the 2015 general obligation bond program
W have sone generic park noney.

The -- so, the $2.9 mllion is -- if |

renmenber correctly, is a revenue bond, not a general

obligation bond. It's --
MR BARISH | think it's an appropriation
fromthe general budget, | think.

THE REPCRTER:  An appropriation from what?

MR BARISH It was originally a bond, and
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then it was --

M5. TAYLOR It m ght be an operating -- he
said he thought it was a general appropriation.
There's a general fund. The general obligation bond
program which is a bonding program and there are
revenue bonds. And all three sources of noney have
been used in recent years for travel expenditures,
and | just don't renenber off the top of ny head
exactly what the source of all of this funding was.

It could have been a general obligation --
| nean, it could have been a general fund
appropriation. | just don't renenber. It could have
been a revenue bond, which is part of the general
fund appropriation process, but which is put out for
bondi ng and paid off over a 20-, 22-year period of
time. | just sinply don't remenber. | can look it
up easily enough, but off the top of ny head, | don't
remenber.

MR. BARISH: So you're saying that's true
for the whole project including the trail
construction?

M5. TAYLOR Well, the --

MR. BARISH: Are we just tal king about --

M5. TAYLOR -- the whole project is the

trail construction; right?
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MR. BARISH Well, plus the restoration.

M5. NAJM: Well, but it -- | nean --
correct ne if I'"'mwong, Matt and Barbara, but, you
know, you used your existing resources |like the
mayor's YCC crew, or Bosque crew, and your staff,
Matt, to do a lot of the work. Cost to you is really
in the plant material -- | nmean, in terns of the need
for things; right?

M5. TAYLOR So the Bosque crew is paid for
out of the -- the 2015 was paid for by the mayor, who
has funds.

M5. NAIJM: Ckay.

M5. TAYLOR 2016 is budgeted in the Park's
operating budget, as that program specifically for
t hat purpose.

M5. NAJM: In other words, | nean --

MS. TAYLOR: And then --

M5. NAJM: -- you do a lot of in kind -- |
mean, you are doing kind of your in-kind normal work,
but you have to purchase the plant naterials and
things |ike?

M5. TAYLOR  That's right.

M5. NAJM: Plus the additional --

CO CHAIR REED: R ght, our --

M5. TAYLOR We have to pay the -- the

WILLIAMS & ASSOCIATES -- COURT REPORTING SERVICE
505-843-7789



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 51

Bosque Youth Corps is -- they get paid.

M5. NAJM: Right.

M5. TAYLOR  They're tenporary m ni num wage
enpl oyees.

MR, SCHVADER: What Yasneen is asking,

t hough, our ordinary Bosque managenent --

M5. TAYLOR  Yes.

MR. SCHVADER: -- our nmai ntenance crews
happens all the tinme, but what we have to realize is
that if we take all of their work and focus it into a
170-acre area, then we don't do anything anywhere
else. So if we're going to go above and beyond
ordi nary mai ntenance of effort, then we have to
ei ther fund ways to have additional people cone on,
other than material -- the cost of the material. W
have to find other ways to get added | abor.

MR. JENSEN: There's an initiative that's
just getting off the ground. |It's being coordinated
by Jennifer Onen-Wiite fromthe Valle de Oro National
Wldlife Refuge to put all of the different youth
corps under one unbrella, and with a sort of central
coordi nation function that m ght nake it easier to
shift around, |ike, where they work, and the kind of
work they do, so they get sort of nore variety, so

they can sort of mass a lot of effort in places that
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need it. Maybe hel p get funding, because of one big
program

She's just started tal king about this with
t he Rocky Mountain Youth Corps. And then she's on
vacation right now, | think. But in the out-years
here it m ght be sonething to get with her about as
It takes better shape. | don't knowif the Cty
wants to have their youth corps serve under a |arger
unbrella or not. But to nme it nakes sense to be able
to |l everage a | arge nunber of sumrer youth or even
youth -- sone of those prograns are year-round.
So. ..

M5. TAYLOR | know the Rocky Muntain
Youth Corps is working with Matt down by Bridge and
we try to take advantage of all of those prograns as
wel | . Open Space has the nobst robust vol unteer
program wth trail watchers, all of that.

COCHAIR REED: So | know we are running
over our tine. But --

M5. TAYLOR 1'Il do the report. We'll

give Matt a break here.

COCHAIR REED: So, on -- is there a
closing remark on the restoration here to -- that we
can -- | think that it's -- what Barbara is saying,
Is there's -- we haven't had a chance to figure go
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out exactly how the restoration is going to be
attacked and trying to, you know, approach it in a --

M5. TAYLOR  Systenmtic.

COCHAIR REED: -- systematic. Thank you.
That's the word | was | ooking for.

M5. TAYLOR -- and well-funded way. W're
al so in the process of putting together our 2017
general obligation bond program And this is the
sort of thing that we want to be -- you know, just --
you got the earliest copy of the report. W just got
the report also. So we just need a little tinme to
organi ze it systematically.

MR. BARISH So, | saw that this was a
draft report. Does that nean that we're taking
comments, or what does that nmean?

M5. TAYLOR We put it on the web. W want
your coments. It's out there, please feel free to
coment .

MR. BARI SH: Just one other restoration
guestion. There has been this commtnent by the Gty
to do another restoration project that started back
i n March of 2015, and you confirned that the Gty
woul d go ahead and do that at an earlier Bosque Work
Meeting, and | just wanted to find out, you know,

what -- you know, when we could determ ne that the
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procedure for selecting what that is, and how we
woul d nove forward on that at sone point?

M5. TAYLOR  This report tells us. That's
the purpose of this report is to identify all of the
restoration projects that need to be done.

MR. BARISH: So ny understanding is that in
those original maps that Matt passed around in
Decenber of 2000 -- 2000 -- 2014.

M5. TAYLOR  \Whatever it was.

MR. BARI SH: 2014. There were those green
bl obs that were to be the restoration. M
understanding is that kind of norphed into this,
which is a nuch better plan. The green bl obs was
great, until you did this.

M5. TAYLOR That's exactly the point.

MR. BARI SH: But ny understandi ng was t hat
there was also a commtnent to do another restoration
project that canme out of our neetings in February and
March of 2015. So what is the process --

M5. TAYLOR So what is that project? |
don't know what project you' re tal ki ng about.

MR. BARISH Well, that's what |'ve been
trying to get this group to discuss for quite a |ong
tinme, and the group has not done that.

CO- CHAI R REED: The intent was to --
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M5. TAYLOR | don't understand, Richard.
Why doesn't that report identify all of the possible
projects? That was the purpose of this report.

MR, BARISH Well, there are plenty of
ot her possible projects. This is -- ny understanding
this is the green bl ob project.

M5. TAYLOR | think that's just --

MR. BARISH: So there's no other project?

M5. NAJM: | think the green bl obs were
absorbed in this.

M5. TAYLOR There are --

MR. BARI SH. Yeah, yeah, exactly. The
green bl obs were with the other project. It just
wasn't --

CO CHAI R REED: Everyt hi ng.

M5. TAYLOR Al -- the purpose of this was
to get a scientific analysis of what projects we
shoul d be doing instead of sitting around and sayi ng,
wel |, maybe we can do this, and maybe we can do that.
And this report is a consequence of that discussion
to help us identify in a scientific way what it was
| nportant for us to do.

MR. BARISH. There is not going to be
anot her project, restoration project?

M5. TAYLOR  There are going to be -- how
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many projects are identified here? 40, 507?

MR. SCHVADER: It's one |large project.

M5. NAJM: So, | nean, you can see
priorities that are here and are identified. That's
a place to start.

M5. TAYLOR Right. That's what | think.
| think that's absolutely neeting our commtnent.

M5. NAJM: Oherw se, we were just Kkicking
around i deas, guessing what was the best thing to do
wi thout really having the information.

CO CHAI R REED:  Bi ngo.

M5. NAJM: That's why we did this report.

M5. TAYLOR  Exactly. That's ny
under st andi ng.

M5. NAJM: This conversation was about a
year or two ago and that's what this report cane out
about .

MR, BARISH Well, let nme just say that ny
under st andi ng was al ways, from back in early 2015,
that there was going to be another restoration
project that was not -- did not involve restoration
In this area. And ny understanding --

MR. JENSEN:. You nean sonepl ace else in the
Rio G ande Valley State Park?

M5. NAIM : | don't think that was ever
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commtted to, Richard. | think that was -- | think
what we tal ked about was that, you know, the Cty was
going to do sonme restoration kind of as part of this
trail project. And then, you know, we said -- we

ki cked around the idea of doing it within the
footprint of the trail project. But then we also
said, well, if those aren't the best places to do
restoration, if they turn out to not have the
conditions, we would consider doing them el sewhere.

But now that we've had this report done we
can see that there's plenty of opportunities within
this 170 acres to do that. It doesn't nmean that the
City is not going to be doing restoration el sewhere
in the RRro Gande State Park. They will be, you
know, and we will be, too.

MR. JENSEN: Presumably, yeah, the Corps
could get nore noney to do anot her phase beyond their
current one. And, yeah, there are other entities,
ot her restoration projects.

M5. NAJM: There's been lots of stuff
done. But this area, |I think -- | nean, first of
all, it coincides geographically with the trai
project. But, secondly, it's a section in need of
sonme | ove, because, you know, we do have sone open

barren areas to work with, so..
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MR. JENSEN:. | have a very qui ck question.
On page 45, there's two herbicide treatnents
suggested. One is optional, if chem cal control is
preferred. The other one just seens to be, there
wi |l be herbicide treatnent.

| s that absolutely going to happen? | know
sonetinmes it's the only thing we can do, but I'm
really reluctant to have, you know, herbicides
sprayed a | ot.

M5. NAJM: For what in -- | nmean, for what
in particular? Wich kind of plant are you tal king
about ?

MR, JENSEN. Well, it says right here. One
is for Whitetop, rosette to bolting period. The
other one is for Ravenna grass. One is My 1st
t hrough 30th. And the other one June 15th to
Sept enber 1st.

M5. NAJM: M understanding is with
Ravenna grass, that it's shallow enough that if you
have the opportunity with equi pnment you can renove it
with shovel s or equi pnent.

MR. JENSEN:. Ri ght.

M5. NAJM: You nay not have to use
her bi ci des. The other stuff, you pretty nuch do.

MR. JENSEN. Ckay. So howis that going to
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be --

M5. NAJM: Like, the noxious weeds, the
Siberian Elm the Tree of Heaven, the Russian dive.
Those kind of things can't be controlled, you know,
W thout a cut stunp or sone other kind of treatnent.

MR. JENSEN. Well, yeah, they tal k about
cut stunp for Siberian Elmand |later on there's sone
hand excavation for Ravenna that's a year-round
thing. 1'mjust sort of concerned about how
w despread the herbicide treatnent's going to be or
i f people are going to go around and be really
careful about it.

M5. TAYLOR  So, let nme say, for Parks and
Rec generally, we can't -- we would like to, but we
can't get away w thout sone use of herbicides. W
prefer integrated pest managenent. This is -- we're
tal ki ng everywhere now, parks as well as open space.
But on the other hand with 29,000 acres of open space
and 300 park parks, fromtine to tinme we had no
choi ce but to use herbicides.

The nunbers are goi ng down, which we're
real ly happy about, and if we had to use herbicides
in the Bosque, we would be -- if we had to do that,
we woul d be exceptionally careful with that.

| "' m speaking for Matt now, but there are
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none of us that particularly would want to introduce
wi despread use of herbicides in the Bosque, period.

M5. NAJM: Except, you've been doing that
for years already.

M5. TAYLOR W despread use?

M5. NAJM: No, by "w despread,” | don't
mean, you know - -

M5. TAYLOR We're not --

M5. NAJM: -- we're not doi ng broadcast
sprayi ng of herbicides.

MR. JENSEN: | realize that.

M5. NAJM: But we've used herbicides in
t he Bosque for decades, because that's the only way
to kill all of these trees, okay? Oherwise -- if
you cut themor burn them they just cone back.

MR. JENSEN: Ri ght.

M5. NAJM: But, you know, it's done it's
done in a targeted state according to |abel and
manner. It's not broadcast all over the ground.
They're very careful about the application.

MR. JENSEN:. Ckay.

M5. NAJM: They have to be. And it can't
be sprayed within water, with certain feet of water
If it doesn't have a certain |abel.

COCHAIR REED: (Ckay. Wth that, let's
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nove on to item nunber 5, which is a quick update on
t he ot her Bosque projects, and | think Barbara's
going to do that in |lieu of Matt.

M5. TAYLOR Yes. |It's been a lot for Matt
this afternoon.

Bri dge over the siphon, Open Space Advisory
Board funded as an extraordinary facility. The
engi neers and Matt are working with the Corps and
MRGCD to get the proper licenses and approvals, and
the engineers to get the drawings to take to EPC for
approval, and that will nove rapidly; right? Yes,
okay.

M5. NAJM: Wen you say "rapidly," what's

the tinme frane.

M5. TAYLOR | wish | could -- what do you
t hi nk?

M5. NAJM: You said it had to go to EPC?

MR, JENSEN:  Yes.

M5. TAYLOR  Well, we need your approval,
and we need the Corps, and we need -- we need the
Corps and --

MR. JENSEN: And then there has to be final
desi gn docunents because that's all the EPC will work
wi t h.

M5. TAYLOR Right.
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M5. NAJM: So right now, Matt, | think you
told ne before that they were working on sone
revisions in the designs because of the flood issues,
the Corps' requirenents for having it withstand a
certain flow, right?

MR. SCHVADER: Actually, between the Corps
and the District, they have cone up with a design
fl ow, Bohannan Huston is trying to get a hydrol ogic
nodeling fromthe Corps, but the Corps said we, the
City, had to formally request it. So | requested the
hydr ol ogi ¢ nodel i ng be rel eased to Bohannan Huston so
that we can finalize the design.

MR. JENSEN. And then -- but then so you
made the request to the Corps to do the nodeling and
give it to Bohannan Huston so that they can nodify
t he design, but you just sent the request to them
t hey haven't done the nodel yet?

MR. SCHVADER: No, the nodeling exists, but
they --

MR. JENSEN. Cnh, they just had to get your
perm ssion to give it to sonebody el se?

MR. SCHVADER:  Yes.

M5. NAJM: So then it has to go through
anot her internal review before it goes to the EPC,

right, okay.
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M5. TAYLOR So, then there is the question
of handi capped access to the deck. The Corps of
Engi neers deck south of 1-40.

CO CHAIR REED: Central .

M5. TAYLOR  South of Central.

CO CHAI R REED: Ti ngl ey Beach.

M5. TAYLOR  Yeah, Tingley Beach. Thank
you. And you may not be aware that the Cty of
Al buquer que went on a search and hired a new general
manager for the nmanagenent of the Bi oPark, and
particularly to nanage the nmaster plan that was
recently conpleted for the zoo. The parking area
there -- ideally we get together and design the
parking area conpletely in the dusty bow and the
SW nm ng pool .

MR. JENSEN: So east of Central, or south,
what ever direction.

M5. TAYLOR  South of Central, west of
Tingley Drive.

MR. JENSEN. Ri ght, yeah.

M5. NAJM: Probably around one of the old
SW mm ng ponds that's over there.

M5. TAYLOR  Well, it's supposed to be
Marty's Swi nm ng.

M5. NAJM: Before it was Marty's Sw nm ng
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Pond it was Conservancy Beach.
M5. TAYLOR And in the '"30s it was Tingley

Beach.

MR JENSEN: Those barren areas that have a

few piles of rubble and stuff on them

M5. NAJM: Right.

M5. TAYLOR So that's quite a large area.
The Bi oPark needs parking. |[If this is immnent, it
woul d be sensible for us to conbine. If it's not
I mm nent, then we're going to go out and put in, you
know, a little bit of asphalt so that vans can park
and a handi capped accessible bridge. And that is a
conversation that | have responsibility for with
the -- the newguy is? I'mgoing to -- when we're
done, I'll tell you. H's nanme is -- he just got
here. And so he and | have to tal k about what his
priorities are. But either way, this has gone on too
long, | agree, and we'll do sonething tenporary if
he's not ready to do the parking |ot.

M5. NAJM: So -- sorry, Barb, before we
| eave that, just to confirm we're tal king about a
connection to the existing paved trail and also to
t he boardwal k?

M5. TAYLOR. We're tal king about a

connection to the boardwal k, to the deck.
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M5. NAJM: kay. Wich would access the
trails, then?

CO- CHAIR REED: Correct.

M5. TAYLOR And then there is another
project that arose as a result of Phase 2 and that is
connecting the Phase 1 trail, the north end of the
Phase 1 trail to the Phase 2 trail. It goes
underneath 1-40, and in order to do that | need an
ai rspace agreenent. That is the DOT right-of-way.
If you' re under a DOT facility, you're in the DOT
ri ght - of - way.

MR. JENSEN. That's airspace?

MR. SCHVADER: Even though it's on the

gr ound.

M5. NAJM: Wat does that nean?

M5. TAYLOR  So when we did La Luz on the
Star Park on the corner of Tramway and -- we had to

have an airspace agreenent. Even though there was a
park there for 30 years, before we upgraded it.

MR JENSEN. Wow.

M5. TAYLOR And that is very bureaucratic,
but we're working on it.

MR. JENSEN:. Just in case sonebody wants to
fly a very small plane underneath that bridge --

M5. TAYLOR They're in big trouble.
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MR. JENSEN: -- while they're tow ng

sonebody on the trail.

MR. BARI SH: No bal |l oons under the bridge.

M5. TAYLOR  No not hi ng.

M5. NAJM: You still have the issue of
connecting from Gabal don down to the trail fromthe
par ki ng at Gabal don?

M5. TAYLOR  Robert and | went out and
| ooked at that the other day. W need to create
handi capped spaces, but it's handi cap accessi bl e.

MR. RAM REZ: There's sonmething | need to
tal k about.

THE REPORTER: | can't hear him

CO CHAIR REED: Come on up and speak

MR RAM REZ: That the area that we need to

connect won't show up on this map, though, from
Gabal don into this canp, which would be right back
over here, is 215 feet of additional crusher fine.

M5. NAJM: (kay. Are you going to do
sonet hi ng where you take it directly fromthe
Gabal don access down the | evee?

M5. TAYLOR  Yeah. Across the |evee and
down to the trail.

M5. NAJM: Okay. So that has it's own

I ssue, | guess. Maybe not.
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MR. BARISH: So the new 215 feet --

THE REPORTER: | can't hear you.

MR. BARI SH: The new 215 feet is that
gradual access down into the --

MR. RAM REZ: W already have ranps that
are ADA conplaint on both sides of the interstate, so
we' re di sconnecting the flat part of the | evee that
cones off the Gail Ryba Bridge to the ADA accessible
ranp goi ng down into Phase 2.

MR. BARISH: So that those ranps are ADA
conpl ai nt ?

MR. RAM REZ: They are all ADA conpl aint.

M5. NAJM: And do you work people in our
of fice about that?

THE REPORTER: |'msorry. W have so nmany
conversations goi ng anong peopl e.

M5. NAJM: Ckay. |I'msorry. | was asking
you if they worked with the folks in our office about
any issues with the | evee.

MR. RAM REZ: W won't be doing any kind of
gradi ng. You have base coarse already on the | evee.
So all we would have to do is add a service -- a
surface to that base coarse which would be the
crusher fine, and we would get with you guys about

that, but we're not altering elevation of the | evee
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I n any way.

M5. NAJM: O the slopes?

MR. RAM REZ:. O the slopes.

COCHAIR REED: | think our critical path
on this whole thing is trying to get perm ssion from
the DOT in this airspace agreenent --

M5. TAYLOR  That's right.

COCHAIR REED: -- to get -- to connect the
two ends of the crusher fine path underneath 1-40 and
at the sanme tine we were proposing to cone in and

talk to MRGCD about what we were proposing up on the

| evee road.

M5. NAJM: Yeah, that's good. | think
that's a good -- what's the word |I'm|ooking for?
Interim | nean, it would be permanent, but it would

be sonething, at |east sonme access fromthe parking
area while you're dealing with DOT, which could take
who knows how | ong.

CO CHAIR REED: Certainly.

M5. NAJM: That's good. Ckay.

M5. TAYLOR kay. The last little
announcenent, just for the record, | handed out a
sumary of ADA-conpliant facilities for the -- to
everybody for -- to the Rio G ande Valley State Park,

Ti ngl ey Beach to Montano Road. | handed out a Ilist
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of Bosque Youth Sumrer Program notabl e
acconplishnments 2015. 1've handed out 2016 Bosque
Yout h Corps acconplishnents to date. And | handed
out web page addresses to find all of the maps and
GeoSystens report.

M5. NAJM: That's hel pful, because | have
trouble finding stuff.

M5. TAYLOR  Yes. Everybody seens to.

M5. NAJM: | thank you for that.

CO CHAIR REED: Everyone on the BWG has
this information?

MR. JENSEN. So | have a quick question.

CO CHAI R REED: Ckay.

MR. JENSEN. It says that access fromthe
nature center fromthe west side of the drain bridge
crossing up to Paseo is ADA conpliant? It seened
pretty steep to ne.

M5. TAYLOR  The slope up is ADA conpliant.
| can give it to you in inches if you would |ike.
W'd like to have the surface redone. The slope is
okay. The surface is a little difficult. And in the
process of fixing that surface we'd |like to | engthen
it alittle and nake it -- so it's technically there

MR, JENSEN: Just relying on nenory? |It's

been a while since | was there.
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MR. BARISH W're tal king about across the
bridge of the nature center going up to the |evee?

MS. TAYLOR  Yes.

MR. JENSEN. Once you're across, Yyes.

MR. BARISH |t does seem steep.

MR. JENSEN: Yeah. But like I said I'm
just relying on ny nenory.

M5. TAYLOR | thought so too, but, no, he
measured it, and it's --

MR. BARISH | think we should talk to
Cam | | a when she gets back.

THE REPORTER: | can't hear you.

MR. BARISH: W should talk to Cam || a when
she gets back because we did do outings with those
there. There were -- | think there were difficulties
with that.

M5. TAYLOR  Part of the difficulty is the
surface is difficult.

MR. BARI SH: No doubt. Yeah.

M5. TAYLOR  But the sl ope has been
neasured and is technically conplaint. W would |ike
to inprove the slope and | engthen the sl ope, which
woul d reduce the --

MR. JENSEN. G ade.

M5. TAYLOR -- the incline. Thank you.
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MR. RAM REZ: By resurfacing that existing
slope, it wll --

MR. JENSEN:  You will just have it hit
farther down on the trail?

MB. TAYLOR Right.

MR RAM REZ: | think the slope m ght
sl ouch in some areas, it mght give you a different

readi ng, and we're tal ked m ni mal .

MR. JENSEN. Well, like | say, it's been a
little while. I'mjust trying to renenber it. It
just seenmed kind of like it was -- |'ve never
neasured it. So, if you measured it, | trust your

measur ement s.

M5. TAYLOR He has a notebook with the
figures.

M5. NAJM: So, Matt, would it be okay if
we could get out early next week, and | want to get
back on the ground and | ook at sonme of these areas,
gl ance at it, because | don't go down there reqgularly
to, you know, get sone possible changes to the
alternative to you next week?

MR, SCHVADER: Were you asking to neet with
me there or --

M5. NAJM: W can. | don't want to, you

know, take up your tinme if it's not necessary.
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MR. SCHVADER: No, no. |If sonetinme during
the week next week, if individuals are able to go out

and verify and cone up with some good alternative

connections, that would be extrenely helpful. And
"1l take the markup any way you want it. It can be
verbal, it can be a scan. Any way you want.

MR. JENSEN. Yeah. 1'll send you a
mar ked-up digital -- | nean, a scan.

MR BARISH And | will be out Monday and
Tuesday.

COCHAIR REED: So while we're naking the
arrangenents here, I'mjust going to end the WrKking
Group Meeting, and you guys can neke arrangenents to
do all of that.

So I want to thank you for your attendance.
And wth that, |ook forward to seeing you at the
public neeting on August 11th, and the Bosque
Working Goup neeting is adjourned. Thank you all.

(The Bosque Working Group neeting was

concluded at 3:14 p.m)
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STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
SS.
COUNTY OF BERNALILLO

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE
|, BEVERLY ANN SCHLEI MER, New Mexico Certified
Court Reporter, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that | did report
I n stenographi c shorthand the proceedi ngs set forth
herein, and the foregoing is a true and correct
transcript of the proceedings.
In testinony whereof, | have hereunto set ny

hand on this 9th day of August, 2016.

/@m %m \‘g/L (é///‘ m(/)

Beverly Ann Schl ei ner,

WIllians & Associ at es, LLC
Certified Court Reporter NM CCR #66
Li cense Expires: 12/31/2016
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        1             CO-CHAIR REED:  Welcome everyone.  I'm



        2   going to call this meeting of the Bosque Working



        3   Group to order.  It's Friday, July 29th, 2016.



        4   It's approximately 1:41 p.m.  My name is Keith Reed,



        5   and I'm the co-chair of the Bosque Working Group, and



        6   also Deputy Director with the City of Albuquerque



        7   Parks and Recreation Department.  We'll just go



        8   around the table real quick and have other folks



        9   introduce themselves, starting with you Michael.



       10             MR. JENSEN:  Michael Jensen.  I'm here



       11   today representing Camilla, who is on maternity



       12   leave.



       13             MR. BARISH:  And I'm Richard Barrish.  I'm



       14   a member of the Bosque Working Group, and I am here



       15   representing the Sierra Club and the Bosque Action



       16   Team.



       17             MR. SCHMADER:  And I'm Matt Schmader.  I'm



       18   the City of Albuquerque Open Space Superintendent.



       19             MS. NAJMI:  Yasmeen Najmi.  I'm the planner



       20   for the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District.



       21             CO-CHAIR REED:  Okay.  Thanks everyone.



       22   And I want to point out that absent at today's



       23   meeting is Camilla Feibelman, Mike Hamman, and Mary



       24   Beresford.



       25             So, with that, I want -- we're going to go
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        1   to Item Number 2 on the agenda, and that's the public



        2   process and schedule for the Bosque Multiuse



        3   Accessible Path Phase 3 project that begins at



        4   Campbell Road and terminates at Montano Boulevard.



        5             MR. BARISH:  I'm sorry, before we move on,



        6   could we just reflect that Barbara Taylor is also



        7   present, and --



        8             MS. TAYLOR:  I was about to say my name and



        9   because I'm going to get into the schedule and the



       10   meeting information.



       11             CO-CHAIR REED:  So for the public process



       12   and schedule on the Phase 3 project, I'm going to



       13   turn it over to Barbara Taylor, the director with the



       14   City of Albuquerque Parks and Recreation Department.



       15             MS. TAYLOR:  So, the schedule and public



       16   process is that there were three walking tours;



       17   June 11th, June 18th, and June 25th, conducted



       18   by the Open Space Division.  The first two by



       19   Dr. Matt Schmader and last one by Bill Pentler.



       20             The Bosque Working Group meeting is today,



       21   July 29th.  The public meeting is at Los Duranes



       22   Community Center, August 11th from 6:00 to 7:30.



       23   In between the -- well, following the public meeting,



       24   there, we will finalize the route between Campbell



       25   Road and Montano, and we expect to be in construction
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        1   by mid-September, roughly.



        2             MR. BARISH:  And, Barbara, when is the



        3   deadline for written comments?



        4             MS. TAYLOR:  Well, I would suggest that the



        5   ideal time to get written comments in would be the



        6   week after the public meeting.



        7             CO-CHAIR REED:  So, to set a time for that,



        8   with the public meeting being on Thursday,



        9   August 11th, I think we can give until Friday,



       10   August 19th at 5:00 p.m. to turn in all written



       11   comments.  Any objections?



       12             MS. TAYLOR:  I agree.  I think that's fine.



       13   I do want to state on the record, we're not going to



       14   turn away any comments at any time.



       15             MR. BARISH:  And is there a projected date



       16   when an alternative will be selected?  I mean,



       17   obviously, comments after the alternative would not



       18   be very useful.



       19             MS. TAYLOR:  Matt?



       20             MR. SCHMADER:  I think what we would do is



       21   we would compile all of the comments received and



       22   then evaluate them, and publish the final selective



       23   alternative within a week or so after the closure of



       24   the comment period.



       25             MS. TAYLOR:  That works.
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        1             MR. SCHMADER:  It wouldn't be done before,



        2   of course.



        3             MS. TAYLOR:  Yeah.  That works.  And then



        4   that gives us time to be in construction by



        5   mid-September.  Yeah.  That's good.



        6             MR. BARISH:  And is there any environmental



        7   review that will be conducted?



        8             THE REPORTER:  I'm having a hard time



        9   hearing you.



       10             MR. BARISH:  And would -- I'm asking



       11   whether there would be any environmental review done



       12   in conjunction with this phase.



       13             MR. SCHMADER:  Well, there's ongoing



       14   environmental monitoring.  So, nothing beyond what's



       15   already been conducted.  We can have --



       16             MS. TAYLOR:  Nothing beyond what's already



       17   been done.  Southwest -- SWCA did an extensive



       18   environmental review and we continue to rely on that.



       19             CO-CHAIR REED:  Okay.  Thanks, Barbara, for



       20   that.  I'm going to move on to item number 3, which



       21   is the alternatives discussion for the Phase 3



       22   project.  And for that, I'm going to turn the floor



       23   over to Matt Schmader.



       24             MR. SCHMADER:  So you can let this show



       25   that I'm passing out some maps.
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        1             MS. TAYLOR:  And this will be available



        2   electronically for you.



        3             MS. NAJMI:  Oh, Mike's not going to be



        4   here.  I wasn't aware that his dad passed away.  It



        5   was his funeral today.



        6             CO-CHAIR REED:  Oh, that's terrible.



        7             MS. NAJMI:  Yeah, it must have been fairly



        8   sudden or recent.



        9             MR. SCHMADER:  As Barbara had indicated, we



       10   had conducted three public hikes in this area during



       11   the month of June.  But the collection of the



       12   existing conditions for the area is something that



       13   Open Space Division has been doing for a much longer



       14   period of time.



       15             What I passed out is a set of four maps.



       16   And the first map is the existing conditions



       17   highlighting the area from Campbell Road, north to



       18   Montano.



       19             So, in that area, it also includes the



       20   access from the Rio Grande Nature Center.  And what



       21   the existing conditions map shows is that there is a



       22   very extensive network of user-made trails, official



       23   trails, unofficial side trails, developed asphalt



       24   trail, within the Bosque.



       25             We calculated the amount of existing trail
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        1   surface in the Bosque.  I should have looked it up.



        2   I think it's something on the order of 15,000 to



        3   20,000 linear feet of existing trails.



        4             MR. JENSEN:  Just in this section?



        5             MR. SCHMADER:  Just in this area.  And this



        6   overall length from Campbell -- the overall existing



        7   length from Campbell Road to Montano is just under



        8   10,000 linear feet, straight measurement.  So, when



        9   you add on all of the other side trails, it easily



       10   gets up to 20 or so thousand linear feet.



       11             It's notable -- two things are notable as



       12   well.  One, is that this area contains probably the



       13   only asphalt trail that exists inside of the Bosque.



       14   It's about a mile long -- I'm sorry, a quarter of a



       15   mile long, and it's called the Aldo Leopold Paved



       16   Loop that comes from the Rio Grande Nature Center.



       17             And the other thing is that there are a



       18   number of jetty jacks that exist in this area, long



       19   rows of jetty jacks that are in the Bosque.



       20             So this is part of the existing condition



       21   that we are looking at.



       22             When you look at the configuration of the



       23   existing trails, there are several logical ways to



       24   select which ones would be used for the primary



       25   newly-constructed improved trail.  And the first one
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        1   of those is reflected in Alternative A, or



        2   Alternative 1.  We walked these routes at various



        3   times on the public hikes.  The overall distance was



        4   too much really to cover in a single hike, so we



        5   covered most of these areas on all of the hikes.



        6             The Alternative 1, the primary focus here



        7   is to take off from and utilize the end of the prior



        8   phase at Campbell Road and then select what is the



        9   most central portion of the existing trail system,



       10   which hooks up to the existing asphalt trail, and



       11   then continues north to Montano.



       12             The reasoning behind this one then is to



       13   follow on existing trails and to capitalize on the



       14   asphalt trail.



       15             Alternative 2 utilizes a route that is



       16   further west than Alternative 1 and splits the



       17   difference between Alternative 1 and the river edge.



       18   And when it gets to where the asphalt trail is, it



       19   skirts off and bypasses it and then continues up to



       20   Montano.



       21             MS. NAJMI:  So, Matt, I guess with any of



       22   these alternatives, are we looking at closing off



       23   some of these side trails that aren't part of this



       24   new lead trail and the paved trail?



       25             MR. SCHMADER:  Correct.  And I should have
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        1   prefaced all of this by saying that the purpose of



        2   trying to select a single primary use, multiuse



        3   crusher fine trail is for user management and to help



        4   protect the habitat by not having users going



        5   everywhere.  And the way that is accomplished is by



        6   closing off a number of the redundant or unwanted



        7   side trails.



        8             When you look at the map, there are a



        9   number of locations where there are parallel trails



       10   of unneeded cutoffs, side trails that don't go



       11   anywhere, and it benefits the habitat and it is



       12   better land management to eliminate unwanted,



       13   unneeded, undesirable side trailing.



       14             So this area from Campbell to Montano



       15   probably has some of the most intensive user-made



       16   side trailing that really needs to be managed.



       17             MS. NAJMI:  You know, I guess I would



       18   suggest, Matt, that because we've run into the issue



       19   of a number of people, a number of the members of the



       20   public saying that they want to retain some of the



       21   primitive trail, and we did that in the last phase,



       22   that I think we need to be clear about it.  If you



       23   are going to do that, where that is and where we're



       24   going to definitively close them off, or we -- well,



       25   I shouldn't say "definitively."  Where we're
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        1   proposing to close them off.



        2             MR. BARISH:  There really are a lot of



        3   these remaining trails in this section.



        4             MS. NAJMI:  Right.



        5             MR. BARISH:  They're not even all reflected



        6   on the map.



        7             THE REPORTER:  It's hard to hear you.



        8             MR. BARISH:  I was just saying there really



        9   are a lot of user-made trails in this section.  They



       10   aren't even all reflected on the Matt's maps here.



       11   So there's lots of opportunity for closing off some



       12   trails.



       13             MR. SCHMADER:  Partly that's a matter of



       14   when some of the data collection was done a couple of



       15   years ago, there have even been new user-made trails



       16   that have occurred since them.



       17             MS. NAJMI:  I mean, would we want to just



       18   kind of propose an alignment and not propose that



       19   primitive trails would be left and then to see what



       20   people say, and maybe make some accommodations and



       21   then -- or make -- or will we want to propose



       22   specifically what we would like to do -- we would be



       23   willing to leave, I guess.



       24             MR. BARISH:  You know, I don't really know



       25   which of these trails are actually used a lot, but
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        1   when Brian Hansen did his survey and how trails were



        2   used in the Bosque, he said a lot of these side



        3   trails really get very little use.  So, I'm guessing



        4   that -- especially the ones that aren't right along



        5   the river, probably won't be any great constituents



        6   for it, but that's just a guess.



        7             MS. NAJMI:  Probably.



        8             MR. SCHMADER:  I suspect that the answer to



        9   what Yasmeen is asking is that there be three levels.



       10   There would be the primary interior multiuse trail



       11   that will be improved.  There will be the existing



       12   trails that will be left open.  And then there will



       13   be a suite of trails that would be selected for



       14   closure.



       15             And as with the Phase 2 on the final



       16   alternatives map that show the selection, we can



       17   indicate proposed trail closures as well.  We did



       18   that on the first phase.



       19             So I think there will be kind of three



       20   levels of trail designation when the final



       21   alternative is decided.



       22             CO-CHAIR REED:  Matt, one thing that occurs



       23   to me is that the proposed crusher fine path, there's



       24   no crusher fine path linkage between it and the



       25   paved -- existing paved trail.  Is that something
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        1   that we ought to consider at more than one location



        2   so that we maintain a level of acceptable



        3   accessibility.



        4             MR. BARISH:  Are you talking about the



        5   Paseo del Bosque trail or --



        6             CO-CHAIR REED:  No, just the Aldo -- I'm



        7   talking about the Aldo Leopold trail.



        8             MR. SCHMADER:  And that's a good



        9   suggestion.  There are two very short connections at



       10   the north and south ends of the asphalt trail that



       11   can be added to this.



       12             I also wanted to be sure to note in the



       13   existing conditions, that there already are



       14   crusher-fine trails in the Bosque in the nature



       15   center area, and the difference really is, how they



       16   were originally installed, and whether they have any



       17   stabilizer in the crusher fine, because back sometime



       18   ago when the crusher fine was laid down, that there's



       19   no stabilizer added to it.



       20             MR. JENSEN:  But they are -- I mean, they



       21   get so much use, and they're so packed down.  The



       22   last time I was out there was after there had been a



       23   fair amount of rain the previous week, and then a



       24   slight dry period, and then rain overnight the



       25   morning before I went in, and they were in great
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        1   shape.  There was -- I walked this whole area here.



        2   And there were two small areas of five or six feet



        3   long, and maybe a foot wide in the -- where the -- a



        4   couple of the hard-packed Earth trails were cupped a



        5   little bit, but the crusher fine trails were



        6   completely dry.  And that was after, you know, it had



        7   been saturated a little bit and then dried out, and



        8   they got, you know, sort of reclaimed.  So I think



        9   they're in pretty good shape personally, but I



       10   mean --



       11             MR. BARISH:  And my observation is the



       12   same, they are handling that very well.



       13             MS. NAJMI:  So, Matt, just to help my



       14   memory here.  This Alternative 1, is this following



       15   the existing -- what we were calling the crusher fine



       16   trail in the --



       17             MR. SCHMADER:  Yes.



       18             MS. NAJMI:  An approved trail.  Okay.  But



       19   these other alternatives don't follow that?



       20             MR. BARISH:  Sorry.  What are you saying?



       21             MS. NAJMI:  This follows that existing kind



       22   of improved trail that was in there?



       23             MR. BARISH:  So, this is not an approved



       24   trail.  This is that central trail --



       25             THE REPORTER:  You have to speak up.
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        1             MR. BARISH:  Sorry, I talk softly.



        2             So the trail coming north of Campbell is



        3   not a crusher fine trail.  It does meet up here with



        4   the Bosque Loop Trail.  This is the Bosque Loop Trail



        5   here.  So this is an improved trail.



        6             MS. NAJMI:  Okay.  Yeah.  That's the one we



        7   walked.



        8             MR. BARISH:  Yeah.  That section.



        9             MS. NAJMI:  Okay.  Then we did walk down



       10   here?



       11             MR. SCHMADER:  Yeah.



       12             MS. NAJMI:  So, Matt, do any of these



       13   alternatives incorporate the idea that we talked



       14   about with Brian and other folks on the walk about



       15   skirting around, like, some of those large paths of



       16   the habitat, like the willows and that kind of thing,



       17   or are we just following existing alignments?



       18             MR. JENSEN:  Alt 1 skips a lot of that.



       19             MR. BARISH:  And Alt 2, I think -- to me,



       20   Alternative 2 is the best at avoiding the sensitive



       21   areas.  There aren't any -- there aren't too much in



       22   the way of sensitive areas.



       23             MS. NAJMI:  Right.



       24             MR. BARISH:  There is one restoration area



       25   that it skirts somewhere around where these parallel
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        1   lines are here, some are around here.  I believe



        2   there's a restored area there.



        3             MR. JENSEN:  Yes, there is.



        4             MR. BARISH:  Yeah.  And it does skirt that



        5   and get moved away from that.



        6             MR. JENSEN:  There's a little swale or



        7   something there --



        8             MR. SCHMADER:  Yeah.



        9             MR. JENSEN:  -- that just goes -- you know,



       10   it's like a high-water channel or something like



       11   that, I think, or backwater channel.  But there's a



       12   little kind of swale.



       13             MS. NAJMI:  Is that the silvery minnow



       14   channel?



       15             MR. BARISH:  No.



       16             MR. SCHMADER:  No.  That's not what he's



       17   talking about.



       18             MR. JENSEN:  No.  That's farther south;



       19   right?  I mean, I could be confusing this with other



       20   places that I walked, because it was six or eight



       21   months ago or something, but I'd have go back and



       22   look at the photos.  But I took some photos, and



       23   there's some kind of swale or something in that area



       24   right there kind of at where Richard was saying at



       25   the end of the sort of two parallel tracks, because I
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        1   walked from the nature center down the asphalt to



        2   this trail here and kind of roamed around here, and



        3   walked -- kind of rambled through various of these



        4   sort of little side trails and up and around.



        5             MS. NAJMI:  Well, isn't this the channel



        6   right here?



        7             MR. BARISH:  Yeah.



        8             MS. NAJMI:  So that's probably a swale that



        9   was done with that silvery minnow channel that comes



       10   down and comes around.



       11             MR. JENSEN:  This whole thing right here?



       12             MS. NAJMI:  Yeah.  But what I was thinking



       13   in particular, Matt -- I don't remember exactly where



       14   it was we walked.  I can't point to it on the map,



       15   but do you remember when we went to the river and



       16   then just to the north of that big, large willow



       17   area -- area of willows, and we talked about closing



       18   off the primitive trail that went into that.  It was



       19   close to the river.  And meandering the trail around



       20   that.  And -- but I can't remember exactly where it



       21   was.



       22             MR. BARISH:  So, from my perspective, the



       23   Alternative 2 trail really does a pretty good job of



       24   avoiding the really sensitive areas.  In Alternative



       25   1 -- at the north part of Alternative 1 it has this
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        1   loop trail, and the part that is right along closest



        2   to the river there -- it really isn't along the



        3   river.  There's such a lot of vegetation between the



        4   trail and the river, but the part that's closest to



        5   the river there, that part really is hardly even a



        6   trail at all.  It is barely a footpath.  And, in



        7   fact, at some point the path is actually overgrown



        8   with grasses and with willows.  I mean, it really



        9   barely exists.



       10             And this whole area in the north, and



       11   really is an area that from my observations,



       12   including the bird habitat -- and I was worried about



       13   putting even one trail there, but two -- having a



       14   loop there, really, I think, would disturb that area.



       15             The place where I see the most important is



       16   along Alternative 3, the river bank, you know, coming



       17   north from Campbell.  That area is a grassy meadow.



       18   Of course, they're aren't that many grassy meadows in



       19   the Bosque anymore, so that, I think is an important



       20   habitat.



       21             And when I was there yesterday, there were



       22   incredible numbers of birds and butterflies, and



       23   dragonflies in that area.  There must have been at



       24   least 20 ash-throated flycatchers down there.  There



       25   were lots of clean butterflies, if you know what

�

                                                                19







        1   cleans are.  They're kind of a very pretty butterfly.



        2             There were what I think were common



        3   whitetails, which are a bolded-pattern dragonfly down



        4   there.  It was a great area.  There was just lots of



        5   stuff there.



        6             So that's an area that I think is important



        7   to avoid.  And I think that the Alternative 2, from



        8   my perspective, does the best job of avoiding those



        9   sensitive areas.



       10             I do want to ask, though, in terms of the



       11   actual route you're going to select, is there the



       12   possibility of having mixing and matching, so that we



       13   can suggest other things?  Because I was curious in



       14   particular as to why in Alternative 2, you avoided



       15   asphalt.  I know that asphalt trail does get used by



       16   people with walkers and that would certainly be a



       17   reason to avoid it then, and certainly because of



       18   asphalt bicycles could get a good rate of speed on



       19   that trail, but it does seem like an obvious trail to



       20   me.



       21             MR. SCHMADER:  So what Richard has asked is



       22   a very important question, and this gets to the heart



       23   of the reason why we are doing the planning the way



       24   we're doing it, and getting input the way we are.



       25   And that is that in the end it's highly likely that
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        1   there will be elements of the best portions of



        2   several different alternatives that would be pieced



        3   together to create what would the most desirable.



        4             So, for the purposes of planning and trying



        5   to lay out as much difference as we can between



        6   different considerations, we lay them out in these



        7   draft alternatives.  But in the end, it's highly



        8   likely that we'll take the most desirable parts of



        9   several different ones and create the best result.



       10             MS. NAJMI:  So, I mean -- there's a couple



       11   of comments that I have are -- I would like to see us



       12   pursue the strategy of avoiding those major habitat



       13   areas -- patches of the habitat.



       14             And, then, you know, I'm not too favorable



       15   to having two improved trails in the Bosque, parallel



       16   trails.  You know, I think where we have one that's



       17   already existing I think it would be good to utilize



       18   and tie into it rather than creating a whole other



       19   one.  It's just going to get essentially, the similar



       20   or same usage.



       21             MR. JENSEN:  Also that asphalt needs repair



       22   anyway.



       23             MS. NAJMI:  Might be a good reason to do



       24   it.



       25             MR. JENSEN:  Or just to be completely
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        1   redone.



        2             MS. NAJMI:  Yeah.  To redo it.  If we're



        3   going to retain it.  I don't know how people feel



        4   about retaining it.



        5             MR. JENSEN:  Is that about 8 feet right



        6   now?



        7             MS. NAJMI:  Is it about what?



        8             MR. JENSEN:  I'm sorry.  Is that trail, the



        9   asphalt trail about 8 feet now?



       10             MR. SCHMADER:  The existing asphalt trail



       11   is 8 feet; correct.



       12             MR. JENSEN:  And do you think that it needs



       13   to be completely redone, or just patched?



       14             MR. SCHMADER:  Just patched.



       15             MR. JENSEN:  Okay.



       16             MR. BARISH:  So what is the thought,



       17   though, about how you can slow bicycle traffic down



       18   instead of -- it really does get a lot use.  School



       19   kids go down there and go in the Bosque, and --



       20             MS. TAYLOR:  I know it, Richard.  I think



       21   you need to think very hard about making the asphalt



       22   part of the main trail precisely for that reason.



       23   Bikes on asphalt, then you'll have people going



       24   30 miles an hour.



       25             MR. JENSEN:  You could put small speed --
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        1             MR. BARISH:  So you think it should be part



        2   of the trail now?



        3             MR. JENSEN:  -- bumps on it that are ADA



        4   compliant, but not so appealing to somebody going



        5   fast on bicycle.



        6             MS. TAYLOR:  You just haven't seen the



        7   lawsuits that I see from the bumps.



        8             MR. BARISH:  The Bosque loop part of the



        9   trail, but that's where you probably get the most,



       10   you know, hiking traffic in where the school kids go,



       11   and it's -- you can't really avoid that in this



       12   trail, so you have to think of some strategy for



       13   slowing those bikes down on that part of the trail.



       14             MR. JENSEN:  You could have a sign saying,



       15   "Walk your bikes on this trail."



       16             MS. TAYLOR:  Okay.  I'll do it.



       17             MR. BARISH:  And I really thought the



       18   Paseo del Bosque trail, just to skirt that would be



       19   the best idea.



       20             MR. JENSEN:  Because I'm kind of with



       21   Yasmeen.  We've got a big section of trail that's



       22   already there.  It would minimize the cost of trail



       23   building in general, and utilize something that's



       24   already there if we did it and just patched it and



       25   put that sign up, you know, because the -- anybody
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        1   seen entering that trail at the nature center end,



        2   which is where most people would come up, to see they



        3   have to walk on that, they may just stay on the



        4   Bosque del Apache -- Paseo Del Bosque trail, or just



        5   head down, you know, where they can ride their



        6   bicycle on the crusher fine trail and just ignore



        7   that.



        8             MR. BARISH:  Another possibility is to have



        9   a -- since it is 8 feet wide, would be to have a



       10   pedestrian lane and a bike lane.



       11             MR. JENSEN:  But that's only one direction.



       12   I mean, people are going in two directions and you've



       13   got --



       14             MR. BARISH:  Pedestrians are always on one



       15   side and bikes are always on the other side.



       16             MR. JENSEN:  Right.  But you've got two



       17   bicyclists on a four-foot lane.



       18             MR. BARISH:  Well, they can go in the other



       19   lane when they have to.



       20             MR. JENSEN:  But then they'll just stay on



       21   that lane, because, you know --



       22             CO-CHAIR REED:  So to --



       23             MR. BARISH:  I mean, it would help to keep



       24   them separate.  I mean, it's not going to be the best



       25   solution, but --
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        1             CO-CHAIR REED:  So what if --



        2             MR. JENSEN:  If you walk a quarter of a



        3   mile -- sorry, Keith.



        4             CO-CHAIR REED:  That's all right.  What



        5   Yasmeen was saying was, limit to one -- instead of



        6   having parallel paths, which I would see having a



        7   bicycle dismount zone on the existing Aldo Leopold



        8   asphalt path for pedestrians only.  And try to sign



        9   it so that you have a crusher-fine path parallel to



       10   it that allows bicycles.  So you give bicyclists an



       11   option, and hopefully you are encouraging them to use



       12   this other route and avoid the higher pedestrian-use



       13   route like you were saying the children and everybody



       14   else that use that so frequently, that might help to



       15   minimize the problems there.



       16             MR. BARISH:  And just to clarify, my



       17   understanding of the area that's really used a lot by



       18   the kids and so forth is not the asphalt.  It's the



       19   Bosque -- the southern Bosque.



       20             CO-CHAIR REED:  Okay.



       21             MR. BARISH:  And a portion of this trail is



       22   going to go on one or the other part of that Bosque



       23   Loop.



       24             CO-CHAIR REED:  Okay.



       25             MR. JENSEN:  Yeah, you're talking about
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        1   this stuff right here.



        2             MR. BARISH:  Exactly.



        3             MR. JENSEN:  It does.



        4             MS. NAJMI:  Okay.



        5             CO-CHAIR REED:  Do you want to explain,



        6   Matt, any of the differences with Alternative 3?  I



        7   think we kind of jumped ahead on you, and you didn't



        8   really have a chance to formally present that



        9   alternative and to highlight anything that you wanted



       10   to highlight on that, or should we move on to the



       11   okay next item on the agenda?



       12             MR. SCHMADER:  No.  I think we have gotten



       13   some feedback already from Richard on 3.  The primary



       14   reason for 3 was just to show that there are routes



       15   that can be done further to the west and follow the



       16   river bank more.  We do have to be aware that none of



       17   the alternatives, 1 or 2, really have any or much



       18   direct line of site or visual access or experience of



       19   the river at all.  They're all inside of the Bosque,



       20   and not alongside the river.



       21             CO-CHAIR REED:  So what I would see as



       22   being a reasonable way to proceed with this is,



       23   Richard has proposed, you know, taking some elements



       24   of the alternatives and, you know, having those be



       25   incorporated into a new or a hybrid alternative that
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        1   is not currently mapped out on these exhibits.  So is



        2   that something we would want to do and to publish



        3   prior to the public meeting so folks have a chance to



        4   comment on things, or --



        5             MS. TAYLOR:  And have it available at the



        6   meeting.



        7             CO-CHAIR REED:  And have it available at



        8   the public meeting so there's public comment that can



        9   be received on some of that?  And, you know, trying



       10   to keep the alternative -- because you can come up



       11   with an infinitant number of alternatives based on



       12   which elements you want to select.  So trying to



       13   whittle this down to avoid the sensitive habitat, as



       14   Yasmeen suggested, and coming up with some reasonable



       15   alternatives that are in addition to the ones that



       16   are presented here today.  Is that how we're



       17   proposing to proceed?



       18             MR. SCHMADER:  I think that that's the best



       19   way to go, because we're getting the advice and input



       20   of the Bosque Working Group.  And when we're looking



       21   at Phase 2, we had several of those that were



       22   Alternative 2A, Alternative 2B.  We want to make sure



       23   that we keep the number of those to just a couple,



       24   but I would welcome any drawings or any -- just even



       25   marked-up hard copy that I can -- yeah, you know.
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        1             CO-CHAIR REED:  So that's kind of what I'm



        2   trying to do is to promote conversation in this



        3   meeting so that we can take away from it some good



        4   suggestions so that we can work on some good



        5   alternatives to propose prior to the public meeting



        6   that can be discussed further at the public meeting,



        7   and encourage that dialogue.



        8             MR. BARISH:  So in terms of Alternative 2



        9   access to the river, the one thing -- you know, I



       10   don't really know how much wheelchair -- how much



       11   wheelchairs use the asphalt part of it.  But it does



       12   actually get its -- yes, to have that connection down



       13   to the river, access for both wheelchairs and others.



       14   The only thing in this stretch, there are a lot of



       15   areas that are -- that aren't really good river



       16   views.  In the south part there are good river views,



       17   though, I guess that really is probably the most



       18   environmentally sensitive area as far as I can tell



       19   looking at this sketch.  And I would not want the



       20   trail to be along the river there.  You could create



       21   a link down to the nature center.  That's a wide



       22   trail.  So that would be a good place.



       23             MS. NAJMI:  I think another -- I don't know



       24   if it was here or not, Matt.  I think --



       25             THE REPORTER:  Can you speak up?
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        1             MS. NAJMI:  I think it was a little farther



        2   south.  You know the place that we went to the river



        3   and you could see that there were primitive trails on



        4   either side ran along the river bank, both through



        5   willow habitat, one through that really extensive



        6   willow habitat.  And so there may be some



        7   opportunities to -- other opportunities to get close



        8   to the river and then close off those other trails



        9   that go into those big patches of really good bird



       10   habitat, big willow patches and stuff.



       11             MR. JENSEN:  Right.  Matt, you were talking



       12   about some areas that people might want to keep sort



       13   of more primitive.  And my experience from walking in



       14   this area is that it's incredibly nice.  It's almost



       15   a tunnel, a canopy.  And if you -- again, if you



       16   could sign it, and just make it pedestrian only, or



       17   walk your bikes, or something, because when I was



       18   there, a couple of bicyclists did come by.  And even



       19   there where, you know, it's pretty narrow, there's



       20   branches, they were like zooming through and yelling



       21   at me from behind, you know, not too loud, but



       22   nevertheless, you know, you startle when you -- you



       23   know, "bicycle," you know.



       24             But it's a really nice area to walk, and



       25   you get little glimpses through the trees, but it's
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        1   just incredibly peaceful in there, really nice there.



        2             MR. BARISH:  And the area where I



        3   particularly saw that is in your alternative 3 where



        4   it goes down to the river on a nature center trail,



        5   ande then proceeds north --



        6             MR. JENSEN:  It goes right through that.



        7             MR. BARISH:  -- right in there where



        8   there's an area that really is exactly what Michael



        9   is talking about there.  Very narrow trail,



       10   overhanging branches.  It's a lot like that area



       11   along the river south of Campbell that people like so



       12   much.



       13             So it's a -- it's not -- you now, it's a



       14   lot of exotics, but still it's a very pleasant space.



       15             MR. JENSEN:  A really good habitat.



       16             MS. NAJMI:  Yeah.  And that's okay.  I



       17   mean, I think there's lots of trails in here that we



       18   could look at for primitive trail access.  I mean,



       19   the areas that I'm really concerned about are the



       20   ones right on the river bank where that's the only



       21   place really that's good, dense habitat for birds,



       22   like willows in particular.  And those are the ones



       23   I'd like to -- there's trails going through them now



       24   and I don't think people really need to be there.



       25   But they do go in there.  They run through there with
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        1   their dogs.



        2             I mean, if we want wildlife to have any



        3   chance in any of these areas, we've got to have some



        4   areas that we keep people out of, a few at least.



        5             You know, so -- and they might as well be



        6   in the areas where we have the really dense, good



        7   native vegetation.



        8             MS. TAYLOR:  May I ask a question?



        9             MS. NAJMI:  Yeah.



       10             MS. TAYLOR:  How did those trails get



       11   there?



       12             MS. NAJMI:  I don't know.  People walk



       13   through.



       14             MS. TAYLOR:  Exactly.



       15             MR. JENSEN:  But they're pretty big.  I



       16   mean, it would take some --



       17             MS. NAJMI:  No, they're not.  Not the ones



       18   I'm talking about.  They're very small footpaths.



       19             MR. JENSEN:  In this area right here?



       20             MS. NAJMI:  Along the river bank.



       21             MR. JENSEN:  You're talking farther -- no,



       22   we're talking about the same area.



       23             MR. BARISH:  I mean, in terms of all of



       24   these small trails, I think people are always on



       25   those trails, it's always going to be a challenge for
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        1   Open Space if they want to reserve that habitat and



        2   make sure the birds are there for us all to look at



        3   and enjoy and to try keep those good areas of habitat



        4   fairly isolated.  It's just part of the job, I think.



        5             MS. NAJMI:  Yeah.  And I'm not talking, you



        6   know, about huge stretches of the Bosque.  I'm



        7   talking about pretty distinct areas.



        8             MR. SCHMADER:  So the real question is, how



        9   do we make sure that enough of the right -- that all



       10   of us get to go and see some of it, because --



       11             MR. JENSEN:  Isn't it just for us here?



       12             MR. SCHMADER:  -- we have a concern about



       13   the areas along the river bank that are densely



       14   wooded, that have narrow trails, but then we also



       15   have concern about areas along the edge of the river



       16   that are open, because they're grassy.  So by the



       17   time you rule out all of them for better



       18   accessibility, there's almost no places to go.



       19             I mean, I understand about habitat



       20   considerations.  I'm just saying, we may be winnowing



       21   out every form of complete experience for --



       22             MS. NAJMI:  I mean, I disagree that the



       23   south end is that good.  We walked through there, and



       24   it's on a lot exotics.



       25             MR. BARISH:  So it's true, there's a fair
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        1   amount of Russian Olive and a fair amount of elm, but



        2   there's grassy areas, and I can't tell -- I don't



        3   know grasses.  I don't know if those are native or



        4   exotic grasses.  There was all of these birds and all



        5   of these butterflies --



        6             MR. JENSEN:  It's a nice area.



        7             MR. BARISH:  -- and we can use it a lot.



        8             MS. NAJMI:  Yeah, I mean we can -- that



        9   doesn't look like a great habitat to me.



       10             MR. JENSEN:  No, but it's in this area



       11   around here.



       12             MS. NAJMI:  If that's the area with



       13   exotics, and the older canopy, is not the same as



       14   areas with dense shrubs like willows for the habitat.



       15             MR. BARISH:  But the grasslands are also



       16   really important to have.



       17             MS. NAJMI:  But if people stay on the



       18   trail, then you shouldn't have a problem.



       19             MR. SCHMADER:  So what I'm going to suggest



       20   is that if the members don't mind, if they can make



       21   just marked-up hard copy suggestions wouldn't be too



       22   hard, and then we can compile them, because we won't



       23   be able to really -- I don't think do it verbally and



       24   within the meeting time today, and -- or I'll offer



       25   to meet with people to go over it, but I think with a
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        1   little bit of fine-tuning and a little bit of field



        2   checking and crosschecking amongst us, we'd be able



        3   to add an Alternative 2A or an Alternative 1A, and



        4   something that would give the public a better mix and



        5   match of the best of what there is in the



        6   alternatives.



        7             CO-CHAIR REED:  And I would encourage that



        8   possibly we allow people an opportunity to get into



        9   either some of the pedestrian-only-type suggestion,



       10   but also the multiuse path opportunities to get in



       11   close to the river, but maybe not stay along the



       12   river for long lengths, get them there and get them



       13   out, so -- because if you don't give them an



       14   opportunity to see the habitat and the things there,



       15   they're going to make road trails, and we're not



       16   going to be controlling folks and they're going to



       17   want that opportunity so they're going to do it



       18   anyway would be my perspective.



       19             MS. NAJMI:  Yeah.  And that's fine.  I



       20   agree with that.  I think it's just the what and



       21   where.



       22             CO-CHAIR REED:  Right.



       23             MS. NAJMI:  You know, I disagree that



       24   having -- that open areas with exotic species are



       25   more valuable to protect from pedestrian traffic than
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        1   the dense shrubs and willows, which we have a lot



        2   less of in these sections.



        3             CO-CHAIR REED:  So I like Matt's



        4   suggestion, and if everybody's good with that, then I



        5   would propose to move on to the next agenda item and



        6   get into some of the GeoSystems' work.



        7             MR. JENSEN:  Can I just ask a really quick



        8   question?



        9             CO-CHAIR REED:  Yeah.



       10             MR. JENSEN:  What sort of connection is



       11   there going to be between the Campbell trail and this



       12   new section right here?  Because right now there's a



       13   pedestrian trail, and a crusher fine trail that meet



       14   at this point, but the new trail doesn't -- it starts



       15   here.



       16             So, one, you are going to have to shut



       17   people off, but then what's the connection from here



       18   to here?



       19             CO-CHAIR REED:  Right at the end of



       20   Campbell Road and Bosque.



       21             MR. JENSEN:  Right.  To get across --



       22             MS. NAJMI:  Where the current trail ends.



       23             MR. JENSEN:  Yeah.  To get across that



       24   big -- that open area where it was clearcut for the



       25   Water Utilities Authority's pipeline.
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        1             CO-CHAIR REED:  Right.



        2             MR. JENSEN:  There going -- my



        3   understanding from the Corps is that they are going



        4   to have some sort of trail going down through there



        5   to this viewing platform, and did they kill that



        6   platform?



        7             THE REPORTER:  The what platform?



        8             MR. JENSEN:  Down Campbell Road, down this



        9   bare area down to the river where they had proposed a



       10   platform --



       11             CO-CHAIR REED:  A viewing.



       12             MR. JENSEN:  A viewing platform.



       13             MS. NAJMI:  That's still in the works as



       14   far as I know.



       15             MR. JENSEN:  Yeah.  I know that they



       16   canceled some things, but I think that that's one



       17   thing that's still there.



       18             MS. NAJMI:  I didn't hear otherwise.



       19             MR. JENSEN:  And they talked about putting



       20   some sort of trail all the way down there.



       21             MR. SCHMADER:  So the answer is that their



       22   proposed trail along -- we ended up building it.



       23   That's what this southern part --



       24             MR. JENSEN:  That's this pink thing --



       25             MR. SCHMADER:  Yes.
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        1             MR. JENSEN:  That's their trail?



        2             MR. SCHMADER:  Basically.



        3             MR. JENSEN:  Okay.



        4             MR. SCHMADER:  And they will build the



        5   viewing platform as planned.



        6             The connection -- really this mapping --



        7   there's a "Y," there's a split right over here and



        8   there's two sections of it.  So we would just take



        9   off of the northern.  There is a connect.



       10             So regardless of which alternative is



       11   chosen, we'll make sure there's a logical connection



       12   between the north end of the phase 2 and the south



       13   end of the Phase 3.



       14             MR. JENSEN:  Right.  I mean, they'll



       15   connect on the riverside of the levee?



       16             MR. SCHMADER:  Yes.



       17             MR. JENSEN:  Right.



       18             MR. SCHMADER:  Not up on the --



       19             MR. JENSEN:  You don't have to go up it and



       20   come back down.



       21             MR. SCHMADER:  Right.



       22             MS. NAJMI:  And it looks like, Matt, all of



       23   your alternatives so far have trails starting from



       24   that eastern end of the --



       25             MR. JENSEN:  From Campbell.
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        1             MS. NAJMI:  We're at the side of that



        2   pipeline there again.  So maybe that's the place to



        3   make the connection.  I guess it depends on how this



        4   all flushes out in the end.



        5             MR. JENSEN:  It's just there was a gap



        6   there, but everything -- you know, the pedestrian and



        7   the crusher fine trail meet here with, you know, the



        8   alternative 3 -- oh, no, even alternative 3 doesn't



        9   start down there.



       10             MR. SCHMADER:  No.



       11             MR. JENSEN:  Yeah, so -- okay.



       12             MS. NAJMI:  That's a good point.



       13             CO-CHAIR REED:  Your point's well-taken.



       14   Thank you for pointing that out.



       15             Let's move on to item number 4, which is



       16   the status of GeoSystems Analysis Incorporated's



       17   Restoration Study.  And for the update on that work,



       18   I'm going to turn it over to Matt.  I could take a



       19   shot at it, but you're going to do it better justice



       20   than me.



       21             MR. SCHMADER:  Thank you, Keith.



       22             The City of Albuquerque in order to guide



       23   future restoration activity from Central Avenue to



       24   Campbell, where the first two phases of trail have



       25   been built, contracted with GeoSystems Analysis to do
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        1   site evaluation and to assess the restoration



        2   potential in this area.



        3             And so we have a report, a 62-page report



        4   that is being handed out, distributed to the Working



        5   Group, and it also has been published online.



        6             The fieldwork that was done by GeoSystems



        7   Analysis covers 170 acres.  And what they did was to



        8   examine the existing conditions in the Bosque, which



        9   resulted in them creating 72 mapping units.  And the



       10   mapping units are based on differences in the



       11   existing vegetation types, the existing soil



       12   conditions, and the existing depth to groundwater in



       13   that area.



       14             From -- they also looked at the



       15   distribution of invasive weeds and trees and compiled



       16   the information into a series of maps.



       17             Based on the mapping, they were able to



       18   then summarize areas that are in need of weed



       19   management and to suggest areas that would be the



       20   prime need for restoration.



       21             So, if, for example, you look on page 38 --



       22   I'm not going to go through the whole report, because



       23   I think it's important for people to assess it on



       24   their own.  But beginning on page 38 is where a lot



       25   of the more critical information is presented, and
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        1   you can see there are crosshatched areas that are



        2   shown.  And those crosshatched areas are the areas



        3   that are the most open or barren.  That is, they have



        4   the least amount or no vegetative cover.



        5             So, they have suggested to the City that



        6   there would be -- those areas, that would be the



        7   primary ones to begin with restoration activity.



        8   That totals 22 acres.



        9             MS. NAJMI:  And those areas jibe with other



       10   conditions like groundwater and things like that?



       11             MR. SCHMADER:  And, so, we'll go through a



       12   little bit on the groundwater I guess, if you want to



       13   now.



       14             MS. NAJMI:  I have a little trouble



       15   understanding the difference between some of their



       16   different colors.  They have a couple of yellow ones.



       17   It looks like yellowish-blue and one that's yellow,



       18   so I can't -- okay, I can see now.



       19             MR. SCHMADER:  Which page --



       20             MS. NAJMI:  The difference.



       21             MR. SCHMADER:  -- are you on?



       22             MS. NAJMI:  I'm on page 18, Predicted Depth



       23   to Groundwater.  I think I can see a little bit of a



       24   difference now.



       25             MR. SCHMADER:  Yeah.  The Predicted Depth
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        1   to Groundwater -- this is page 18 of the report --



        2   the reason it all looks fairly similar is because the



        3   depth to groundwater is almost uniform with the



        4   same -- it's five to seven feet in almost all of the



        5   area, with the exception that it's three to five feet



        6   where it's greenish.  So...



        7             MS. NAJMI:  Lot better than I would have



        8   thought.



        9             MR. SCHMADER:  Yeah.  Right.  The good news



       10   here is that there's not extreme depth to the



       11   groundwater that's over seven feet, which means that



       12   for many of the restoration activities we would hope



       13   to engage in, that depth to groundwater is not a



       14   great limiting factor.



       15             If we go to page 38, again that mapping



       16   shows the areas that are bare, barren areas.  And as



       17   I said, the GeoSystems Analysis suggests that the



       18   restoration activity really ought to begin with those



       19   barren areas as far as attempting to establish



       20   seeding, and installing shrubs, they are the areas



       21   that have the least amount of biological activity at



       22   all.  Just open and barren.



       23             MS. NAJMI:  Would those areas also have



       24   weeds?



       25             THE REPORTER:  I'm sorry?

�

                                                                41







        1             MS. NAJMI:  I was asking if those areas,



        2   those barren areas also had a weed problem or not.



        3             MR. SCHMADER:  Not necessarily.  On page



        4   25, it shows the annual weed -- the distribution of



        5   annual weeds, and so some of the barren areas are --



        6   actually, quite a few of the barren areas have high



        7   weed management problems.  In fact, now that you have



        8   asked that question, Yasmeen, the answer is almost



        9   entirely, yes.  Yeah.



       10             MS. NAJMI:  All the more reason to do



       11   something in the area.



       12             MR. SCHMADER:  Okay.  So good question, and



       13   the answer really is there's pretty much -- there's



       14   an overlap between the bare areas and where the weeds



       15   have come in.



       16             Page 39 shows us the areas that are the



       17   best potential for planting shrubs.



       18             And page 42 shows the areas that would have



       19   the best potential for planting cottonwood poles.



       20             So based on all of the information that we



       21   have, and it's a very thorough study, and it gives us



       22   an indication of which areas need the greatest amount



       23   of attention in terms of restoration activity, and in



       24   terms of weed management, and where to begin with



       25   restoration activity.
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        1             It's a 170-acre area, and there's quite a



        2   bit of both management and restoration that is called



        3   for.  So the best way to begin is to prioritize in



        4   terms of where to start the activities and which



        5   areas to begin those activities.



        6             And that set of recommendations starts on



        7   page 47 and runs for some -- there's a table that



        8   runs some number of pages and covers suggested five



        9   years' worth of activity.



       10             MR. BARISH:  See where it says, "year one,"



       11   and so forth, that's calendar years?



       12             MR. SCHMADER:  Yes -- oh, no, those are --



       13   well, the way they have it set up is it begins with



       14   the end of their report.  So it's more like a fiscal



       15   year.  So when they say, "Year one, the initial



       16   treatment of annual weeds," that is actually right



       17   now, this growing season, which we have already begun



       18   to implement.



       19             MR. BARISH:  So I see under step 3 -- of



       20   course, I haven't had a chance to read this yet -- it



       21   says, "Irrigate a portion of the areas seeded during



       22   2016," so you are going to irrigate --



       23             THE REPORTER:  I'm sorry.  You have to



       24   speak up.



       25             MR. BARISH:  So you're going to irrigate
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        1   the areas that you see with grass seed?



        2             MR. SCHMADER:  To the best that we can.



        3   And that's not with drip irrigation.  It's with --



        4             MR. BARISH:  Yeah.



        5             MR. SCHMADER:  Yeah.  We've had Bosque



        6   Youth Corps hand watering and spraying the seeded



        7   areas already this summer.



        8             MR. JENSEN:  Do you bring trucks in that



        9   have the water, or you put a pump in the river?  That



       10   was a joke.



       11             MR. SCHMADER:  Actually, what we have --



       12             MS. TAYLOR:  That's okay.  Is that like



       13   sarcasm?



       14             MR. JENSEN:  Well, actually, during the



       15   phase 1 of the trail construction, the crew had a



       16   pump in the river that they were using water to dust



       17   control with.



       18             MS. TAYLOR:  And we had a license.  Rats.



       19             MR. JENSEN:  You had a license to pump --



       20             MS. TAYLOR:  MRGCD getting us to license



       21   the river.



       22             MR. JENSEN:  To pump from the river?



       23             MS. TAYLOR:  Yup.  From the siphon.



       24             MR. BARISH:  Matt, is the entire --



       25             MR. JENSEN:  I like sarcasm.
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        1             MR. BARISH:  I'm sorry.  What?



        2             MR. JENSEN:  I like sarcasm.



        3             MR. BARISH:  Is the entire plan then



        4   summarized in this implementation schedule, so



        5   everything that's recommended is in this



        6   implementation schedule, which goes through five



        7   years?



        8             MR. SCHMADER:  Right.  They have laid out a



        9   suggested schedule of maintenance and restoration



       10   activity that covers s a five-year period.



       11             MR. BARISH:  And does this, for instance,



       12   include -- there were a few areas they recommended



       13   for -- I don't know what they called it -- but



       14   getting closer to the water table.  Is that included



       15   in this implementation schedule?



       16             MS. NAJMI:  You mean swales or --



       17             MR. BARISH:  Swales, yeah.  As I recalled



       18   they were actually by the -- they're more like



       19   terracing by the river bank.



       20             MR. SCHMADER:  This is a map that's



       21   called --



       22             MR. BARISH:  Excavation, page 44.



       23             MR. SCHMADER:  Yes.  Thank you.  Page 44 is



       24   the excavation potential.  And you can see the



       25   excavation potential, there's very few areas that
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        1   have good -- that have high potential for excavation.



        2             MR. BARISH:  A few.



        3             MR. SCHMADER:  Really, the primary one is



        4   what's known as the Duranes Outfall.  So it's a pump



        5   station out north of I-40.  And that would require a



        6   design to implement that, and I have to look on



        7   their --



        8             MS. NAJMI:  These are already factored in



        9   the process that were already done, the bank line



       10   process and all of that kind of stuff?



       11             MR. JENSEN:  Yeah.  I hope so, because on



       12   the north of Central that area that they've got



       13   marked as high is like there was already some bank



       14   lowering.



       15             THE REPORTER:  I'm sorry.  Some what?



       16             MR. JENSEN:  I'm sorry.  Some bank



       17   lowering, some excavation.



       18             MS. NAJMI:  There certainly was south of



       19   I-40, too, I would say.



       20             CO-CHAIR REED:  So I have a question.  What



       21   would that mean with this area just north of I-40 in



       22   this Duranes Outfall Zone, when you have a barren



       23   area that has high noxious weed potential or annual



       24   weeds that grow there, and it has a high excavation



       25   potential, what would be the -- what would be the
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        1   proposed or recommended way to handle that area?



        2             MR. SCHMADER:  If it's high for noxious



        3   weeds, then the excavation would end up eliminating



        4   the noxious weeds, and then we have to do very active



        5   overseeding both with grass and with shrubs.  So you



        6   have to combat the existence of the noxious weeds



        7   with pretty intensive native revegetation.



        8             CO-CHAIR REED:  So am I reading this



        9   correctly that that's a zone of high need for



       10   intervention and restoration activity?



       11             MR. SCHMADER:  Yes.  It's both a high need



       12   for intervention and a high potential for



       13   restoration.  So, when you have that overlap, then



       14   those areas end up on rising to the top when you're



       15   selecting where to do the work.



       16             MS. NAJMI:  And is that how this



       17   implementation schedule is organized that the high



       18   priority projects are in the first year?  It looks



       19   like several of them are open barren areas, so...



       20             MR. SCHMADER:  Right.



       21             MS. NAJMI:  Okay.



       22             MR. SCHMADER:  That's how this is laid out.



       23   And because there are also appendices where they have



       24   notations on each of the mapping units that we



       25   don't -- they didn't publish all of the appendices.
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        1   But, yes.



        2             MR. BARISH:  So, do I understand correctly



        3   that this year's work is being funded from the 2013



        4   appropriation; is that correct?



        5             MR. SCHMADER:  This year's work?



        6             MS. TAYLOR:  The pathway?



        7             MR. BARISH:  No, no, the GeoSystems study.



        8             MS. TAYLOR:  We just got through this



        9   report.  I don't think we've priced each individual



       10   segment, and I don't think we've had an opportunity



       11   to discuss that.



       12             MR. BARISH:  So, I guess my more general



       13   question is, I think it's a great plan.  You guys



       14   should be commended, I think, for doing this.  I



       15   think it's a really good idea, and have something to



       16   look at and make a plan for restoring the whole area.



       17   That's great.  But I am -- I do like to see funding



       18   actually put into effect, so I'm wondering where the



       19   money is going to come to fund the plan for this year



       20   or two years.



       21             MS. TAYLOR:  I agree.



       22             MR. BARISH:  Is there an answer?



       23             MS. TAYLOR:  Not today.



       24             MR. SCHMADER:  Some of the initial



       25   implementation of it is being done through the --
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        1             MS. TAYLOR:  Yeah.



        2             MR. SCHMADER:  -- mayor's Bosque Youth



        3   Corps, and through our ordinary maintenance.  But



        4   beyond what we do our -- use our regular staff to do,



        5   then we have to have -- we have to cost out the



        6   actions.



        7             MR. BARISH:  I mean, is it possible that



        8   there can be a commitment to do this from that



        9   $2.9 million 2013 appropriation?



       10             MS. TAYLOR:  Richard, as I think you know,



       11   a lot of that 2013 appropriation has been spent on



       12   the work that's already been done.  I just don't have



       13   it in my head how much of that money is left.  But



       14   the first priority is to finish the path.  But those



       15   are -- as I said to you before, those are not the



       16   only sources of funding.  We have some funds that



       17   came out of the 2015 general obligation bond program.



       18   We have some generic park money.



       19             The -- so, the $2.9 million is -- if I



       20   remember correctly, is a revenue bond, not a general



       21   obligation bond.  It's --



       22             MR. BARISH:  I think it's an appropriation



       23   from the general budget, I think.



       24             THE REPORTER:  An appropriation from what?



       25             MR. BARISH:  It was originally a bond, and

�

                                                                49







        1   then it was --



        2             MS. TAYLOR:  It might be an operating -- he



        3   said he thought it was a general appropriation.



        4   There's a general fund.  The general obligation bond



        5   program, which is a bonding program, and there are



        6   revenue bonds.  And all three sources of money have



        7   been used in recent years for travel expenditures,



        8   and I just don't remember off the top of my head



        9   exactly what the source of all of this funding was.



       10             It could have been a general obligation --



       11   I mean, it could have been a general fund



       12   appropriation.  I just don't remember.  It could have



       13   been a revenue bond, which is part of the general



       14   fund appropriation process, but which is put out for



       15   bonding and paid off over a 20-, 22-year period of



       16   time.  I just simply don't remember.  I can look it



       17   up easily enough, but off the top of my head, I don't



       18   remember.



       19             MR. BARISH:  So you're saying that's true



       20   for the whole project including the trail



       21   construction?



       22             MS. TAYLOR:  Well, the --



       23             MR. BARISH:  Are we just talking about --



       24             MS. TAYLOR:  -- the whole project is the



       25   trail construction; right?

�

                                                                50







        1             MR. BARISH:  Well, plus the restoration.



        2             MS. NAJMI:  Well, but it -- I mean --



        3   correct me if I'm wrong, Matt and Barbara, but, you



        4   know, you used your existing resources like the



        5   mayor's YCC crew, or Bosque crew, and your staff,



        6   Matt, to do a lot of the work.  Cost to you is really



        7   in the plant material -- I mean, in terms of the need



        8   for things; right?



        9             MS. TAYLOR:  So the Bosque crew is paid for



       10   out of the -- the 2015 was paid for by the mayor, who



       11   has funds.



       12             MS. NAJMI:  Okay.



       13             MS. TAYLOR:  2016 is budgeted in the Park's



       14   operating budget, as that program, specifically for



       15   that purpose.



       16             MS. NAJMI:  In other words, I mean --



       17             MS. TAYLOR:  And then --



       18             MS. NAJMI:  -- you do a lot of in kind -- I



       19   mean, you are doing kind of your in-kind normal work,



       20   but you have to purchase the plant materials and



       21   things like?



       22             MS. TAYLOR:  That's right.



       23             MS. NAJMI:  Plus the additional --



       24             CO-CHAIR REED:  Right, our --



       25             MS. TAYLOR:  We have to pay the -- the
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        1   Bosque Youth Corps is -- they get paid.



        2             MS. NAJMI:  Right.



        3             MS. TAYLOR:  They're temporary minimum-wage



        4   employees.



        5             MR. SCHMADER:  What Yasmeen is asking,



        6   though, our ordinary Bosque management --



        7             MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



        8             MR. SCHMADER:  -- our maintenance crews



        9   happens all the time, but what we have to realize is



       10   that if we take all of their work and focus it into a



       11   170-acre area, then we don't do anything anywhere



       12   else.  So if we're going to go above and beyond



       13   ordinary maintenance of effort, then we have to



       14   either fund ways to have additional people come on,



       15   other than material -- the cost of the material.  We



       16   have to find other ways to get added labor.



       17             MR. JENSEN:  There's an initiative that's



       18   just getting off the ground.  It's being coordinated



       19   by Jennifer Owen-White from the Valle de Oro National



       20   Wildlife Refuge to put all of the different youth



       21   corps under one umbrella, and with a sort of central



       22   coordination function that might make it easier to



       23   shift around, like, where they work, and the kind of



       24   work they do, so they get sort of more variety, so



       25   they can sort of mass a lot of effort in places that
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        1   need it.  Maybe help get funding, because of one big



        2   program.



        3             She's just started talking about this with



        4   the Rocky Mountain Youth Corps.  And then she's on



        5   vacation right now, I think.  But in the out-years



        6   here it might be something to get with her about as



        7   it takes better shape.  I don't know if the City



        8   wants to have their youth corps serve under a larger



        9   umbrella or not.  But to me it makes sense to be able



       10   to leverage a large number of summer youth or even



       11   youth -- some of those programs are year-round.



       12   So...



       13             MS. TAYLOR:  I know the Rocky Mountain



       14   Youth Corps is working with Matt down by Bridge and



       15   we try to take advantage of all of those programs as



       16   well.  Open Space has the most robust volunteer



       17   program, with trail watchers, all of that.



       18             CO-CHAIR REED:  So I know we are running



       19   over our time.  But --



       20             MS. TAYLOR:  I'll do the report.  We'll



       21   give Matt a break here.



       22             CO-CHAIR REED:  So, on -- is there a



       23   closing remark on the restoration here to -- that we



       24   can -- I think that it's -- what Barbara is saying,



       25   is there's -- we haven't had a chance to figure go
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        1   out exactly how the restoration is going to be



        2   attacked and trying to, you know, approach it in a --



        3             MS. TAYLOR:  Systematic.



        4             CO-CHAIR REED:  -- systematic.  Thank you.



        5   That's the word I was looking for.



        6             MS. TAYLOR:  -- and well-funded way.  We're



        7   also in the process of putting together our 2017



        8   general obligation bond program.  And this is the



        9   sort of thing that we want to be -- you know, just --



       10   you got the earliest copy of the report.  We just got



       11   the report also.  So we just need a little time to



       12   organize it systematically.



       13             MR. BARISH:  So, I saw that this was a



       14   draft report.  Does that mean that we're taking



       15   comments, or what does that mean?



       16             MS. TAYLOR:  We put it on the web.  We want



       17   your comments.  It's out there, please feel free to



       18   comment.



       19             MR. BARISH:  Just one other restoration



       20   question.  There has been this commitment by the City



       21   to do another restoration project that started back



       22   in March of 2015, and you confirmed that the City



       23   would go ahead and do that at an earlier Bosque Work



       24   Meeting, and I just wanted to find out, you know,



       25   what -- you know, when we could determine that the
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        1   procedure for selecting what that is, and how we



        2   would move forward on that at some point?



        3             MS. TAYLOR:  This report tells us.  That's



        4   the purpose of this report is to identify all of the



        5   restoration projects that need to be done.



        6             MR. BARISH:  So my understanding is that in



        7   those original maps that Matt passed around in



        8   December of 2000 -- 2000 -- 2014.



        9             MS. TAYLOR:  Whatever it was.



       10             MR. BARISH:  2014.  There were those green



       11   blobs that were to be the restoration.  My



       12   understanding is that kind of morphed into this,



       13   which is a much better plan.  The green blobs was



       14   great, until you did this.



       15             MS. TAYLOR:  That's exactly the point.



       16             MR. BARISH:  But my understanding was that



       17   there was also a commitment to do another restoration



       18   project that came out of our meetings in February and



       19   March of 2015.  So what is the process --



       20             MS. TAYLOR:  So what is that project?  I



       21   don't know what project you're talking about.



       22             MR. BARISH:  Well, that's what I've been



       23   trying to get this group to discuss for quite a long



       24   time, and the group has not done that.



       25             CO-CHAIR REED:  The intent was to --
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        1             MS. TAYLOR:  I don't understand, Richard.



        2   Why doesn't that report identify all of the possible



        3   projects?  That was the purpose of this report.



        4             MR. BARISH:  Well, there are plenty of



        5   other possible projects.  This is -- my understanding



        6   this is the green blob project.



        7             MS. TAYLOR:  I think that's just --



        8             MR. BARISH:  So there's no other project?



        9             MS. NAJMI:  I think the green blobs were



       10   absorbed in this.



       11             MS. TAYLOR:  There are --



       12             MR. BARISH:  Yeah, yeah, exactly.  The



       13   green blobs were with the other project.  It just



       14   wasn't --



       15             CO-CHAIR REED:  Everything.



       16             MS. TAYLOR:  All -- the purpose of this was



       17   to get a scientific analysis of what projects we



       18   should be doing instead of sitting around and saying,



       19   well, maybe we can do this, and maybe we can do that.



       20   And this report is a consequence of that discussion



       21   to help us identify in a scientific way what it was



       22   important for us to do.



       23             MR. BARISH:  There is not going to be



       24   another project, restoration project?



       25             MS. TAYLOR:  There are going to be -- how
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        1   many projects are identified here?  40, 50?



        2             MR. SCHMADER:  It's one large project.



        3             MS. NAJMI:  So, I mean, you can see



        4   priorities that are here and are identified.  That's



        5   a place to start.



        6             MS. TAYLOR:  Right.  That's what I think.



        7   I think that's absolutely meeting our commitment.



        8             MS. NAJMI:  Otherwise, we were just kicking



        9   around ideas, guessing what was the best thing to do



       10   without really having the information.



       11             CO-CHAIR REED:  Bingo.



       12             MS. NAJMI:  That's why we did this report.



       13             MS. TAYLOR:  Exactly.  That's my



       14   understanding.



       15             MS. NAJMI:  This conversation was about a



       16   year or two ago and that's what this report came out



       17   about.



       18             MR. BARISH:  Well, let me just say that my



       19   understanding was always, from back in early 2015,



       20   that there was going to be another restoration



       21   project that was not -- did not involve restoration



       22   in this area.  And my understanding --



       23             MR. JENSEN:  You mean someplace else in the



       24   Rio Grande Valley State Park?



       25             MS. NAJMI:  I don't think that was ever
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        1   committed to, Richard.  I think that was -- I think



        2   what we talked about was that, you know, the City was



        3   going to do some restoration kind of as part of this



        4   trail project.  And then, you know, we said -- we



        5   kicked around the idea of doing it within the



        6   footprint of the trail project.  But then we also



        7   said, well, if those aren't the best places to do



        8   restoration, if they turn out to not have the



        9   conditions, we would consider doing them elsewhere.



       10             But now that we've had this report done we



       11   can see that there's plenty of opportunities within



       12   this 170 acres to do that.  It doesn't mean that the



       13   City is not going to be doing restoration elsewhere



       14   in the Rio Grande State Park.  They will be, you



       15   know, and we will be, too.



       16             MR. JENSEN:  Presumably, yeah, the Corps



       17   could get more money to do another phase beyond their



       18   current one.  And, yeah, there are other entities,



       19   other restoration projects.



       20             MS. NAJMI:  There's been lots of stuff



       21   done.  But this area, I think -- I mean, first of



       22   all, it coincides geographically with the trail



       23   project.  But, secondly, it's a section in need of



       24   some love, because, you know, we do have some open



       25   barren areas to work with, so...
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        1             MR. JENSEN:  I have a very quick question.



        2   On page 45, there's two herbicide treatments



        3   suggested.  One is optional, if chemical control is



        4   preferred.  The other one just seems to be, there



        5   will be herbicide treatment.



        6             Is that absolutely going to happen?  I know



        7   sometimes it's the only thing we can do, but I'm



        8   really reluctant to have, you know, herbicides



        9   sprayed a lot.



       10             MS. NAJMI:  For what in -- I mean, for what



       11   in particular?  Which kind of plant are you talking



       12   about?



       13             MR. JENSEN:  Well, it says right here.  One



       14   is for Whitetop, rosette to bolting period.  The



       15   other one is for Ravenna grass.  One is May 1st



       16   through 30th.  And the other one June 15th to



       17   September 1st.



       18             MS. NAJMI:  My understanding is with



       19   Ravenna grass, that it's shallow enough that if you



       20   have the opportunity with equipment you can remove it



       21   with shovels or equipment.



       22             MR. JENSEN:  Right.



       23             MS. NAJMI:  You may not have to use



       24   herbicides.  The other stuff, you pretty much do.



       25             MR. JENSEN:  Okay.  So how is that going to
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        1   be --



        2             MS. NAJMI:  Like, the noxious weeds, the



        3   Siberian Elm, the Tree of Heaven, the Russian Olive.



        4   Those kind of things can't be controlled, you know,



        5   without a cut stump or some other kind of treatment.



        6             MR. JENSEN:  Well, yeah, they talk about



        7   cut stump for Siberian Elm and later on there's some



        8   hand excavation for Ravenna that's a year-round



        9   thing.  I'm just sort of concerned about how



       10   widespread the herbicide treatment's going to be or



       11   if people are going to go around and be really



       12   careful about it.



       13             MS. TAYLOR:  So, let me say, for Parks and



       14   Rec generally, we can't -- we would like to, but we



       15   can't get away without some use of herbicides.  We



       16   prefer integrated pest management.  This is -- we're



       17   talking everywhere now, parks as well as open space.



       18   But on the other hand with 29,000 acres of open space



       19   and 300 park parks, from time to time we had no



       20   choice but to use herbicides.



       21             The numbers are going down, which we're



       22   really happy about, and if we had to use herbicides



       23   in the Bosque, we would be -- if we had to do that,



       24   we would be exceptionally careful with that.



       25             I'm speaking for Matt now, but there are
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        1   none of us that particularly would want to introduce



        2   widespread use of herbicides in the Bosque, period.



        3             MS. NAJMI:  Except, you've been doing that



        4   for years already.



        5             MS. TAYLOR:  Widespread use?



        6             MS. NAJMI:  No, by "widespread," I don't



        7   mean, you know --



        8             MS. TAYLOR:  We're not --



        9             MS. NAJMI:  -- we're not doing broadcast



       10   spraying of herbicides.



       11             MR. JENSEN:  I realize that.



       12             MS. NAJMI:  But we've used herbicides in



       13   the Bosque for decades, because that's the only way



       14   to kill all of these trees, okay?  Otherwise -- if



       15   you cut them or burn them, they just come back.



       16             MR. JENSEN:  Right.



       17             MS. NAJMI:  But, you know, it's done it's



       18   done in a targeted state according to label and



       19   manner.  It's not broadcast all over the ground.



       20   They're very careful about the application.



       21             MR. JENSEN:  Okay.



       22             MS. NAJMI:  They have to be.  And it can't



       23   be sprayed within water, with certain feet of water



       24   if it doesn't have a certain label.



       25             CO-CHAIR REED:  Okay.  With that, let's
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        1   move on to item number 5, which is a quick update on



        2   the other Bosque projects, and I think Barbara's



        3   going to do that in lieu of Matt.



        4             MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.  It's been a lot for Matt



        5   this afternoon.



        6             Bridge over the siphon, Open Space Advisory



        7   Board funded as an extraordinary facility.  The



        8   engineers and Matt are working with the Corps and



        9   MRGCD to get the proper licenses and approvals, and



       10   the engineers to get the drawings to take to EPC for



       11   approval, and that will move rapidly; right?  Yes,



       12   okay.



       13             MS. NAJMI:  When you say "rapidly," what's



       14   the time frame.



       15             MS. TAYLOR:  I wish I could -- what do you



       16   think?



       17             MS. NAJMI:  You said it had to go to EPC?



       18             MR. JENSEN:  Yes.



       19             MS. TAYLOR:  Well, we need your approval,



       20   and we need the Corps, and we need -- we need the



       21   Corps and --



       22             MR. JENSEN:  And then there has to be final



       23   design documents because that's all the EPC will work



       24   with.



       25             MS. TAYLOR:  Right.

�

                                                                62







        1             MS. NAJMI:  So right now, Matt, I think you



        2   told me before that they were working on some



        3   revisions in the designs because of the flood issues,



        4   the Corps' requirements for having it withstand a



        5   certain flow; right?



        6             MR. SCHMADER:  Actually, between the Corps



        7   and the District, they have come up with a design



        8   flow, Bohannan Huston is trying to get a hydrologic



        9   modeling from the Corps, but the Corps said we, the



       10   City, had to formally request it.  So I requested the



       11   hydrologic modeling be released to Bohannan Huston so



       12   that we can finalize the design.



       13             MR. JENSEN:  And then -- but then so you



       14   made the request to the Corps to do the modeling and



       15   give it to Bohannan Huston so that they can modify



       16   the design, but you just sent the request to them,



       17   they haven't done the model yet?



       18             MR. SCHMADER:  No, the modeling exists, but



       19   they --



       20             MR. JENSEN:  Oh, they just had to get your



       21   permission to give it to somebody else?



       22             MR. SCHMADER:  Yes.



       23             MS. NAJMI:  So then it has to go through



       24   another internal review before it goes to the EPC,



       25   right, okay.
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        1             MS. TAYLOR:  So, then there is the question



        2   of handicapped access to the deck.  The Corps of



        3   Engineers deck south of I-40.



        4             CO-CHAIR REED:  Central.



        5             MS. TAYLOR:  South of Central.



        6             CO-CHAIR REED:  Tingley Beach.



        7             MS. TAYLOR:  Yeah, Tingley Beach.  Thank



        8   you.  And you may not be aware that the City of



        9   Albuquerque went on a search and hired a new general



       10   manager for the management of the BioPark, and



       11   particularly to manage the master plan that was



       12   recently completed for the zoo.  The parking area



       13   there -- ideally we get together and design the



       14   parking area completely in the dusty bowl and the



       15   swimming pool.



       16             MR. JENSEN:  So east of Central, or south,



       17   whatever direction.



       18             MS. TAYLOR:  South of Central, west of



       19   Tingley Drive.



       20             MR. JENSEN:  Right, yeah.



       21             MS. NAJMI:  Probably around one of the old



       22   swimming ponds that's over there.



       23             MS. TAYLOR:  Well, it's supposed to be



       24   Marty's Swimming.



       25             MS. NAJMI:  Before it was Marty's Swimming
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        1   Pond it was Conservancy Beach.



        2             MS. TAYLOR:  And in the '30s it was Tingley



        3   Beach.



        4             MR. JENSEN:  Those barren areas that have a



        5   few piles of rubble and stuff on them.



        6             MS. NAJMI:  Right.



        7             MS. TAYLOR:  So that's quite a large area.



        8   The BioPark needs parking.  If this is imminent, it



        9   would be sensible for us to combine.  If it's not



       10   imminent, then we're going to go out and put in, you



       11   know, a little bit of asphalt so that vans can park



       12   and a handicapped accessible bridge.  And that is a



       13   conversation that I have responsibility for with



       14   the -- the new guy is?  I'm going to -- when we're



       15   done, I'll tell you.  His name is -- he just got



       16   here.  And so he and I have to talk about what his



       17   priorities are.  But either way, this has gone on too



       18   long, I agree, and we'll do something temporary if



       19   he's not ready to do the parking lot.



       20             MS. NAJMI:  So -- sorry, Barb, before we



       21   leave that, just to confirm, we're talking about a



       22   connection to the existing paved trail and also to



       23   the boardwalk?



       24             MS. TAYLOR:  We're talking about a



       25   connection to the boardwalk, to the deck.
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        1             MS. NAJMI:  Okay.  Which would access the



        2   trails, then?



        3             CO-CHAIR REED:  Correct.



        4             MS. TAYLOR:  And then there is another



        5   project that arose as a result of Phase 2 and that is



        6   connecting the Phase 1 trail, the north end of the



        7   Phase 1 trail to the Phase 2 trail.  It goes



        8   underneath I-40, and in order to do that I need an



        9   airspace agreement.  That is the DOT right-of-way.



       10   If you're under a DOT facility, you're in the DOT



       11   right-of-way.



       12             MR. JENSEN:  That's airspace?



       13             MR. SCHMADER:  Even though it's on the



       14   ground.



       15             MS. NAJMI:  What does that mean?



       16             MS. TAYLOR:  So when we did La Luz on the



       17   Star Park on the corner of Tramway and -- we had to



       18   have an airspace agreement.  Even though there was a



       19   park there for 30 years, before we upgraded it.



       20             MR. JENSEN:  Wow.



       21             MS. TAYLOR:  And that is very bureaucratic,



       22   but we're working on it.



       23             MR. JENSEN:  Just in case somebody wants to



       24   fly a very small plane underneath that bridge --



       25             MS. TAYLOR:  They're in big trouble.
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        1             MR. JENSEN:  -- while they're towing



        2   somebody on the trail.



        3             MR. BARISH:  No balloons under the bridge.



        4             MS. TAYLOR:  No nothing.



        5             MS. NAJMI:  You still have the issue of



        6   connecting from Gabaldon down to the trail from the



        7   parking at Gabaldon?



        8             MS. TAYLOR:  Robert and I went out and



        9   looked at that the other day.  We need to create



       10   handicapped spaces, but it's handicap accessible.



       11             MR. RAMIREZ:  There's something I need to



       12   talk about.



       13             THE REPORTER:  I can't hear him.



       14             CO-CHAIR REED:  Come on up and speak.



       15             MR. RAMIREZ:  That the area that we need to



       16   connect won't show up on this map, though, from



       17   Gabaldon into this camp, which would be right back



       18   over here, is 215 feet of additional crusher fine.



       19             MS. NAJMI:  Okay.  Are you going to do



       20   something where you take it directly from the



       21   Gabaldon access down the levee?



       22             MS. TAYLOR:  Yeah.  Across the levee and



       23   down to the trail.



       24             MS. NAJMI:  Okay.  So that has it's own



       25   issue, I guess.  Maybe not.
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        1             MR. BARISH:  So the new 215 feet --



        2             THE REPORTER:  I can't hear you.



        3             MR. BARISH:  The new 215 feet is that



        4   gradual access down into the --



        5             MR. RAMIREZ:  We already have ramps that



        6   are ADA complaint on both sides of the interstate, so



        7   we're disconnecting the flat part of the levee that



        8   comes off the Gail Ryba Bridge to the ADA accessible



        9   ramp going down into Phase 2.



       10             MR. BARISH:  So that those ramps are ADA



       11   complaint?



       12             MR. RAMIREZ:  They are all ADA complaint.



       13             MS. NAJMI:  And do you work people in our



       14   office about that?



       15             THE REPORTER:  I'm sorry.  We have so many



       16   conversations going among people.



       17             MS. NAJMI:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  I was asking



       18   you if they worked with the folks in our office about



       19   any issues with the levee.



       20             MR. RAMIREZ:  We won't be doing any kind of



       21   grading.  You have base coarse already on the levee.



       22   So all we would have to do is add a service -- a



       23   surface to that base coarse which would be the



       24   crusher fine, and we would get with you guys about



       25   that, but we're not altering elevation of the levee
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        1   in any way.



        2             MS. NAJMI:  Or the slopes?



        3             MR. RAMIREZ:  Or the slopes.



        4             CO-CHAIR REED:  I think our critical path



        5   on this whole thing is trying to get permission from



        6   the DOT in this airspace agreement --



        7             MS. TAYLOR:  That's right.



        8             CO-CHAIR REED:  -- to get -- to connect the



        9   two ends of the crusher fine path underneath I-40 and



       10   at the same time we were proposing to come in and



       11   talk to MRGCD about what we were proposing up on the



       12   levee road.



       13             MS. NAJMI:  Yeah, that's good.  I think



       14   that's a good -- what's the word I'm looking for?



       15   Interim.  I mean, it would be permanent, but it would



       16   be something, at least some access from the parking



       17   area while you're dealing with DOT, which could take



       18   who knows how long.



       19             CO-CHAIR REED:  Certainly.



       20             MS. NAJMI:  That's good.  Okay.



       21             MS. TAYLOR:  Okay.  The last little



       22   announcement, just for the record, I handed out a



       23   summary of ADA-compliant facilities for the -- to



       24   everybody for -- to the Rio Grande Valley State Park,



       25   Tingley Beach to Montano Road.  I handed out a list
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        1   of Bosque Youth Summer Program notable



        2   accomplishments 2015.  I've handed out 2016 Bosque



        3   Youth Corps accomplishments to date.  And I handed



        4   out web page addresses to find all of the maps and



        5   GeoSystems report.



        6             MS. NAJMI:  That's helpful, because I have



        7   trouble finding stuff.



        8             MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.  Everybody seems to.



        9             MS. NAJMI:  I thank you for that.



       10             CO-CHAIR REED:  Everyone on the BWG has



       11   this information?



       12             MR. JENSEN:  So I have a quick question.



       13             CO-CHAIR REED:  Okay.



       14             MR. JENSEN:  It says that access from the



       15   nature center from the west side of the drain bridge



       16   crossing up to Paseo is ADA compliant?  It seemed



       17   pretty steep to me.



       18             MS. TAYLOR:  The slope up is ADA compliant.



       19   I can give it to you in inches if you would like.



       20   We'd like to have the surface redone.  The slope is



       21   okay.  The surface is a little difficult.  And in the



       22   process of fixing that surface we'd like to lengthen



       23   it a little and make it -- so it's technically there



       24             MR. JENSEN:  Just relying on memory?  It's



       25   been a while since I was there.
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        1             MR. BARISH:  We're talking about across the



        2   bridge of the nature center going up to the levee?



        3             MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



        4             MR. JENSEN:  Once you're across, yes.



        5             MR. BARISH:  It does seem steep.



        6             MR. JENSEN:  Yeah.  But like I said I'm



        7   just relying on my memory.



        8             MS. TAYLOR:  I thought so too, but, no, he



        9   measured it, and it's --



       10             MR. BARISH:  I think we should talk to



       11   Camilla when she gets back.



       12             THE REPORTER:  I can't hear you.



       13             MR. BARISH:  We should talk to Camilla when



       14   she gets back because we did do outings with those



       15   there.  There were -- I think there were difficulties



       16   with that.



       17             MS. TAYLOR:  Part of the difficulty is the



       18   surface is difficult.



       19             MR. BARISH:  No doubt.  Yeah.



       20             MS. TAYLOR:  But the slope has been



       21   measured and is technically complaint.  We would like



       22   to improve the slope and lengthen the slope, which



       23   would reduce the --



       24             MR. JENSEN:  Grade.



       25             MS. TAYLOR:  -- the incline.  Thank you.
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        1             MR. RAMIREZ:  By resurfacing that existing



        2   slope, it will --



        3             MR. JENSEN:  You will just have it hit



        4   farther down on the trail?



        5             MS. TAYLOR:  Right.



        6             MR. RAMIREZ:  I think the slope might



        7   slouch in some areas, it might give you a different



        8   reading, and we're talked minimal.



        9             MR. JENSEN:  Well, like I say, it's been a



       10   little while.  I'm just trying to remember it.  It



       11   just seemed kind of like it was -- I've never



       12   measured it.  So, if you measured it, I trust your



       13   measurements.



       14             MS. TAYLOR:  He has a notebook with the



       15   figures.



       16             MS. NAJMI:  So, Matt, would it be okay if



       17   we could get out early next week, and I want to get



       18   back on the ground and look at some of these areas,



       19   glance at it, because I don't go down there regularly



       20   to, you know, get some possible changes to the



       21   alternative to you next week?



       22             MR. SCHMADER:  Were you asking to meet with



       23   me there or --



       24             MS. NAJMI:  We can.  I don't want to, you



       25   know, take up your time if it's not necessary.
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        1             MR. SCHMADER:  No, no.  If sometime during



        2   the week next week, if individuals are able to go out



        3   and verify and come up with some good alternative



        4   connections, that would be extremely helpful.  And



        5   I'll take the markup any way you want it.  It can be



        6   verbal, it can be a scan.  Any way you want.



        7             MR. JENSEN:  Yeah.  I'll send you a



        8   marked-up digital -- I mean, a scan.



        9             MR. BARISH:  And I will be out Monday and



       10   Tuesday.



       11             CO-CHAIR REED:  So while we're making the



       12   arrangements here, I'm just going to end the Working



       13   Group Meeting, and you guys can make arrangements to



       14   do all of that.



       15             So I want to thank you for your attendance.



       16   And with that, look forward to seeing you at the



       17   public meeting on August 11th, and the Bosque



       18   Working Group meeting is adjourned.  Thank you all.



       19             (The Bosque Working Group meeting was



       20   concluded at 3:14 p.m.)
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