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FOREWORD

This August 2012 edition of the Storm Water Management Guidelines for Construction and
Industrial Activities is to be used as guidance for construction projects and industrial sites.
The project designer should attempt to meet all criteria presented in this manual, however,
this manual should not be considered a standard that must be met regardless of impacts.
Designers must exercise good judgment on individual projects and frequently must be
innovative in their approach to storm water management. The manual is designed to be
used in all parts of the state of New Mexico, both in urban and rural areas.

This manual is the result of a collaborative effort between the New Mexico Department of
Transportation, the City of Albuquerque, the Albuguerque Metropolitan Arroyo Flood
Control Authority, the University of New Mexico, the Southern Sandoval County Arroyo
Flood Control Authority, the City of Rio Rancho, Bernalillo County, and the New Mexico
Environment Department Surface Water Quality Bureau. This manual is endorsed by the
participants, and its use is encouraged for any entity that has the potential to generate
storm water runoff through either construction or industrial activities with exposure to storm
water.

This revision to the NPDES permitting manual was necessitated by the revisions to the
MS4 individual Permit dated February 2012 and by the Construction General Permit dated
March 2012. These revisions changed numerous items in the original manual. Although
this manual is intended to provide guidance in meeting the current regulations, updates
may be required periodically due to changes in regulatory prerogatives of state and federal
agencies and other affected parties. In addition, it is vital that the users of this manual
inform us of any inconsistencies, errors, or omissions so that this publication may remain
current and accurate. Should anyone discover the need for corrections, please direct your
concerns to the New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT) Drainage Section.

Alvin Dominguez, P.E., Cabinet Secretary
New Mexico Department of Transportation

Michael Riordan, P.E., Acting Director
Department of Municipal Development, City of Albuguerque

Jerry Lovato, P.E., Executive Engineer
Albuquerque Metropolitan Arroyo Flood Control Authority

Charles Thomas, P.E., Executive Director
Southern Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control Authority

Vern Hershberger, Environmental Health Manager
University of New Mexico

Scott Sensanbaugher, P.E., Public Works Director
City of Rio Rancho

Anita Steed, Water Resources Planner
Bernalillo County

Sarah Holcomb, Environmental Scientist
Surface Water Quality Bureau, New Mexico Environment Department
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Throughout the manual, the reader will find references to specific terms. To understand
the process and goal of the storm water program, these specific terms are listed below
with definitions as determined by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in the
draft manual Storm Water Pollution Prevention for Construction Activities.

Best Management Practices (BMPs) — Management measures or practices used to
protect air, soil, or water quality or reduce the potential for pollution associated with
storm water runoff. BMPs may be a structural device or non-structural practice, including
processes, land use alternatives, activities, or physical structures.

Multi-Sector General Permit (MSGP) — An umbrella permit given to a state under
which certain Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) industries may be granted a permit
to discharge storm water by notifying EPA of their intent to do so, in compliance with the
regulatory provisions of the General Permit.

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) — A conveyance or system of
conveyances (including roads with drainage systems and municipal streets) that is
“owned or operated by a state, city, town, borough, county, parish, district, association,
or other public body. . . designed or used for collecting or conveying storm water. . ."

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) — The national program
for administering and regulating Sections 307, 318, 402, and 405 of the Clean Water
Act. A storm water permit issued under NPDES is authorization by the EPA to discharge
storm water under certain specified conditions. The NPDES General Permit provides
those specified conditions for construction.

Non-Exposure Certification (NEC) — A permit exemption for certain outfalls or
pollutant constituents, granted to facilities that can demonstrate no discharge or absence
of particular constituents through monitoring.

Notice of Intent (NOI) — A formal notice to the EPA that, under the NPDES General
Permit, a storm water discharge will take place. The NOI provides information on the
permittee, location of discharge, and the type of discharge. It also certifies that the
permittee will comply with certain specified conditions as outlined in the General Permit.

Notice of Termination (NOT) — A formal notice to the EPA that a specific site
permitted under the NPDES Program is no longer discharging storm water.

Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) — A plan consisting of site maps,
construction/contractor activities that could cause pollutants in storm water, and a
description of measures or practices to control those pollutants.

Sediment Control Plan (SCP) — The formal compilation of required erosion- and
sediment-control activities prepared for a specific site and project.

Temporary Erosion and Sediment Control Plan (TESCP) — Equivalent to SCP

(i.e., the formal compilation of required erosion- and sediment-control activities prepared
for a specific site and project).

01C11R.DOC X



National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Manual Revision 2
August 2012

INTRODUCTION
PURPOSE OF THIS MANUAL

This manual:

Is designed to provide guidance in the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) application and permitting process consistent with the February 2012 General
Permit revisions. The NPDES Storm Water Permit Program is a federal program
developed under the Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (CWA). In this effort the manual
will:

— Assist regulated entities in the permitting and notification process

— Assist regulated entities in understanding the importance of storm water
management

— Provide the basics of planning and design for storm water management

— Assist regulated entities’ coverage under the General Permit instead of under a site-
specific permit

— Assist Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s) with their programmatic
requirements

Was developed for the New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT), the
Albuquerque Metropolitan Arroyo Flood Control Authority (AMAFCA), the City of
Albuguerque (COA), the Southern Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control Authority
(SSCAFCA), and the University of New Mexico (UNM) to meet the requirements of the
local ordinances and regulations, as well as the NPDES program. The manual is
designed for general use statewide.

Provides information regarding the development of Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plans
(SWPPPs), as well as application of best management practices (BMPs) for construction
and industrial sites. This manual describes many BMPs in detail. The user must exercise
careful consideration when selecting or modifying BMPs for a specific site. Many of the
suggested BMPs are general in nature, and their applicability should be evaluated for
each specific project site. The suggested BMPs should be used only as a guide, and
should not substitute for good engineering judgment.

Is meant to provide basic guidance on complying with the NPDES requirements under a
General Permit. Users are encouraged to check the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) website (www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/cgp) for updated versions of
requirements and forms. Users with complex sites, issues, or questions should consult
with the regulatory agencies or an expert in NPDES requirements.

Provides guidance on coverage under a General Permit and does not address obtaining
a site-specific NPDES Permit where required.
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