GABAC Meeting Minutes
December 12, 2016

Richard J. Berry, Mayor

GABAC
GREATER ALBUQUERQUE BICYCLING ADVISORY COMMITTEE
DEPARTMENT OF MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT, PO BOX 1293
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87103
(505) 768-2680

MEETING MINUTES
December 12, 2016
Members Present
Jim Fordice
Doug Stiebler
Dan Majewski

Ed Hillsman
Scot Key
Moises Gonzalez

Staff Present
Debbie Bauman, COA-DMD
Ron Romero, COA-DMD
Jason Coffey, COA-Parks and Recreation
Chuck Malagoldi, COA-Parks and Recreation
Andrew Webb, COA-Council Services
Valerie Hermanson, MRCOG
Julie Luna, Bernalillo County
Margaret Haynes, NMDOT

Guests
Eric Froberg
Ron Rizzardi
Ann Overstreet
Rachel Wester
Margie Davis
Charlie Otto
Debbie Bauman called the meeting to order
•

(4:31pm)

Welcome and Introductions

A quorum was not present when the meeting started. As such, the meeting order was revised to allow the
meeting to proceed until a quorum was present.
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•

Public Comment
Charlie Otto stated that he was new to Albuquerque and was impressed with what is going on here.
He appreciated and acknowledged the efforts of the City and GABAC.
Charlie Otto stated that he is an advocate for Protected Intersections, in particular with larger
intersections, and would provide supplemental information following the meeting.
Ron Romero stated that Protected Intersections are not currently planned. Debbie Bauman stated that
the City is continually looking for options/alternatives/technology to review, consider, and potentially
implement with future projects.
Subsequent to the meeting, Charlie Otto provided the attached information regarding
Protected Intersections.

During the Public Comment period a quorum was achieved. The meeting reverted back to follow the
original agenda.
•

Approval of the Agenda –
D Bauman acknowledged that the date on the Agenda should be revised to December 12, 2016
Motion to Approve as Amended (Jim Fordice), 2nd (Dan Majewski) – Unanimous

•

Approval of November 2016 Meeting Minutes
Motion to Approve (Scot Key), 2nd (Jim Fordice) – Unanimous

•

Announcements/Administrative
Meeting Format…………………………………………………………………………Facilitator
-Please wait until recognized to begin Comment/Questions
-Written Questions/Comments and/or Response may be requested

The scheduled presenters were not present following the Announcements/Administrative portion of the
meeting. As such, the meeting order was revised to allow the meeting to proceed.
•

GABAC Committee Reports
• Rio Bravo/I-25 Interchange Update
GABAC reviewed the proposed configuration of the Interchange. A discussion occurred
regarding the merits and challenges of the design.
GABAC was concerned and discussed the Construction Detour. It was unclear if a bicycle
/pedestrian detour was a consideration of the Design Team. In particular, GABAC was
concerned about the possible use of Broadway Blvd and Bobby Foster Road.
Margaret Haynes (NMDOT) stated that bicycle/pedestrian detours should have been
considered by the Design Team during the design phase. Margaret also stated that Final Plans
have been submitted to the NMDOT.
GABAC is hoping to meet with Mark Fahey (NMDOT) and Peter Hinkley (AECOM) to
discuss.

Motion to Request copies of the Proposed Rio Bravo/I-25 Interchange Detour Plans from NMDOT and
request the ability to provide comments. (Jim Fordice), 2nd (Scot Key) – Unanimous
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•

Public Comment (continued)
Ann Overstreet, with BikeABQ, provided an invitation to a Community Meet & Greet. The
event will be held on Tuesday, January 24, 2017 from 6:00-7:30 at Balloon Fiesta Park.
Comments are welcome at ann@bikeabq.org

The scheduled presenters were now present. As such, the meeting order was revised to allow the
presentations to occur.
•

Presentations
12th and Sawmill Concept - Presentation by Andrew Webb (COA-Council Services)

Andrew Webb led a discussion of the proposed concept for 12th and Sawmill. Andrew Webb provided a
handout (one page) and referenced an aerial photo of the area (See Attached).
Jim Fordice inquired about the possibility of a change in speed limit. Andrew Webb stated that a change
in speed limit may be an option with the overall 12th Street project, but not with this interim project.
Scot Key recommended the use of “Bikes May Use Full Lane” signs.
Dan Majewski inquired about striped bike lanes with this interim project. Andrew Webb confirmed that
this concept reserves the space for bike lanes for the future 12th Street project, but does not install striped
bike lanes at this time.
Scot Key asked about the timing of parallel improvements on 5th & 6th Street. Andrew Webb was unsure.
Pedestrian and Bicycle Travel Monitoring - Presentation by Julie Luna (Bernalillo County)
Julie Luna provided a handout (six pages) and led a discussion of the benefits of Pedestrian and Bicycle
Travel Monitoring. For discussion purposes the Zuni Road corridor was used as an example.
<<Note: The full Monitoring report was provided with the November meeting minutes.>>
Julie Luna led a discussion of the before (installation of bike lanes) and after (installation of bike lanes)
counts for two Zuni Road intersections. Generally, the results showed an increase of ridership after the
bike lanes were installed.
Doug Stiebler asked if the study classified the type of rider. Julie Luna stated the resolution for the video
was not high enough to provide that classification.
Ed Hillsman recommended another count along Zuni in Sept 2017 to provide a measurement after a
longer period of time.
MRCOG Bicycle Crash Data - Presentation by Julie Luna (Bernalillo County)
Julie Luna provided a handout (four pages) and led a discussion of some of the bicycle crash data
available through MRCOG.
A discussion occurred regarding bicycles on sidewalks.
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Dan Majewski inquired about what was next for Pedestrian and Bicycle Travel Monitoring and/or
Bicycle Crash Data. Julie Luna stated nothing is planned at this time, but that requests can be made.
Andrew Webb asked how additional counts could be funded. Julie Luna stated that the original counts
were funding by a grant.
Ed Hillsman asked if direction of travel was part of the Bicycle Crash Data. Julie Luna stated it was not.
•

GABAC Committee Reports (cont.)
•

Bosque River Trail Bridge Safety Issues
Jim Fordice provided a handout (nine pages) and led a discussion on the Bosque River
Trail Bridge. The discussion focused on some safety concerns related to the sharp turn at
the end of the bridge, the trail visibility being obscured by vegetation, and that the bridge
can be slippery when wet.
Dan Majewski asked if this bridge was a City of Albuquerque bridge. Jason Coffey stated
it was not a City bridge and was a Bernalillo County bridge.
Dan Majewski asked Julie Luna if GABAC could send their concerns to her. Julie Luna
confirmed they could.

•

MLK: Field Observations
Dan Majewski provided a handout (three pages) and led a discussion on some MLK Field
Observations. In particular, two items were the focus of the discussion:
• The permissive double left turn onto northbound I-25
• Turning vehicles encroaching into green paint and buffer areas
Dan Majewski asked if the I-25/MLK intersection was a NMDOT intersection. Margaret
Haynes indicated the intersection and frontage road were NMDOT facilities, but the signal
was owned and maintained by the City of Albuquerque.
Moises Gonzalez asked if the green paint could be extended through the intersection. Dan
Majewski stated that the green paint areas are being used as right turn lanes for vehicles.
Debbie Bauman stated that she thought that vertical delineators were being added to
prevent encroachment by right turning vehicles. Moises Gonzalez suggested that the bike
boxes be placed across both lanes to allow for bicycles to be in a better position to make a
left turn.
Scot Key had two comments on the bike counters:
- He appreciates them and would like to see the data.
- At Edith, he hasn’t see a difference in signal timing.
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Staff Reports
DMD Engineering (Debbie Bauman)
Irving Phase III (Unser to Golf Course) will include bicycle and pedestrian improvements as
part of the project (see attached). Gina Ross (DMD-Engr) is the Project Manager and Parametrix is
the design consultant. GABAC comments were provided to the Consultant and will be considered
as the design progresses.
The City of Albuquerque was awarded a Bronze designation as a Bicycle Friendly Community
from the League of American Bicyclists. The City of Albuquerque is planning to maintain and
update the data annually to make the next submission easier.
There is interest in the City-SW GABAC vacancy.
The City is working with BikeABQ on the upcoming Meet and Greet event that was
previously mentioned by Ann Overstreet during Public Comment.
Council Services
No Report.
Parks and Recreation (Jason Coffey)
The Staff Report was to be provided in advance of the meeting via email. The report was
apparently not provided and will be forwarded to GABAC members. See attached for the report.
APD
No Report.
NMDOT District 3
No Report.
MRCOG
No Report. Valerie Hermanson stated she is now the GABAC representative for MRCOG.
Planning
No Report.
Bernalillo County
No additional Report.

Discussion/Action Item(s)
• Approval of Meeting Schedule for 2017
GABAC requested the Oct 9th meeting be changed to Oct 16th to avoid Columbus Day.
Motion to approve meeting schedule as amended. (Moises Gonzalez), 2nd (Dan Majewski) – Unanimous
•

Status of Bike Coordinator DMD Position
Debbie provided an update and example job description from City of Charleston (attached)

•

Further Consideration of Fair Heights Bike Boulevard Concepts
o GABAC to request implementation of Campus Plan.

Meeting Adjourned at 6:22 pm
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DEPARTMENT OF MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT, PO BOX 1293
ALBUQUERQUE, NM
87103 (505) 768-3658

Richard J. Berry, Mayor
Monday, December 12, 2016

4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
7th Floor Conference Room, Room 7096
Old City Hall, (Fifth/Marquette NW)
•

Welcome and Introductions

•

Approval of the Agenda

•

Approval of November 2016 Meeting Minutes

•

Public Comment
Please register on the sign-in sheet. Comments are generally limited to two minutes or less.

•

Announcements/Administrative
Meeting Format
Debbie Bauman, DMD
-Please wait until recognized to begin Comment/Questions
-Written Questions/Comments and/or Response may be requested

•

Presentation
12th and Sawmill Concept………………………..……….Andrew Webb, Council Services
Pedestrian and Bicycle Travel Monitoring……………Julie Luna, Bernalillo County

•

•

GABAC Committee Reports
• Rio Bravo/I-25 Interchange Update
• Bosque River Trail Bridge Safety Issues
• MLK: Field Observations
Staff Reports
DMD Engineering
• DMD Staff Report: Comments on questions from BTFP regarding Irving Blvd.
• New Member Interest
Council Services
Parks and Recreation
APD
Planning
Bernalillo County
NMDOT District 3
MRCOG

Discussion/Action Item(s)
•
•
•

Approval of Meeting Schedule for 2017
Status of Bike Coordinator DMD Position
Further Consideration of Fair Heights Bike Boulevard Concepts

•

Adjourn

•

Next Regularly Scheduled GABAC Meeting: January 9, 2017

Members:

Doug Stiebler (City At-Large); VACANT (City-At-Large); Dan Majewski (City-NE);
VACANT (City-SW); Jim Fordice, (City-NW); Ed Hillsman, (City SE); Moises Gonzalez
(EPC); VACANT (Unincorporated East); Scot Key (Unincorporated West)

City Staff:

Debbie Bauman, DMD, Engineering (768-3649)

Notice:

If you are a person with a disability and require assistance to participate in this meeting,
please call 768-2680, 72 (72) hours prior to the meeting. TTY users may access this
number via NM Relay at 1-800-659-8331.

To the GABAC board and the other bike advocates,
My name is Charlie Otto and I am an advocate for the Protected Intersection. As I
mentioned at the December 13, 2016 GABAC board meeting, I am presenting this
information because this cycling/pedestrian friendly design could be very useful in
Albuquerque, where we have high trafficked intersections that autos, cyclists and
pedestrians need to negotiate safely.
After viewing this information I would be glad to answer any questions with the GABAC
board collectively or any person individually as to how this design could be implemented
here in Albuquerque.
Here are some links that show how protected intersections work:
http://www.protectedintersection.com
The Dutch perspective on Protected Intersections:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FlApbxLz6pA
Protected Intersection treatment from the
MassDot Separated Bike Lane Planning & Design Guide
https://www.massdot.state.ma.us/Portals/8/docs/SBLG/
Chapter4_Intersections.pdf
There are currently projects in Davis, California, Salt Lake City, Utah, Austin, Texas and
now Houston, Texas all using this protected intersection design:
TXDOT protected intersection
http://www.energycorridor.org/newsletter/article/ecd-designed-dutch-junctionprotected-intersections-project-set-to-begin-al/october-2016
http://www.peopleforbikes.org/blog/entry/four-u.s.-cities-are-racing-to-open-thecountrys-first-protected-intersecti
Here are the key points why I think the protected intersection is better than the current
American standard:
• The protected intersection is designed to accommodate three modes of travel
(motorized, cycle and pedestrian) and provides separated, well-marked lanes for each.
• People entering a protected intersection know exactly where they belong and where
they can expect to find the other types of users. Here’s how:
• The cyclists/pedestrians are physically protected by a “corner refuge island” (a
curbed, raised concrete slab at each corner of the intersection) that separates cars and
pedestrians.
• The painted, forward stop bar for cyclists and pedestrians is located well in front of the
stop bar for cars, enabling the drivers to see the cyclists and pedestrians who are
preparing to cross.

• Signal phasing (timed traffic signals for each travel mode), sharks teeth (a line of
painted triangles indicating who has the right of way) and color coded, painted lanes
make it clear where cyclists and pedestrians belong and who has the right of way.
• The cycle and pedestrian crossing lanes are located much farther to the right of the
roadway, not right along the curb. When a car turns right, the driver and cyclists/
pedestrians can make eye contact and have more time to react.
• There are no “mixing zones” where faster traveling, 3000 pound cars are expected to
mix with slower moving, 200 pound cyclists and pedestrians.
• There is no crossover of right turning cars with cyclists and pedestrians who are
proceeding straight across.
• Cyclists turning left do not turn with the cars. Instead, they proceed straight and make
their left turn buy crossing the intersection again, like pedestrians. There is no “mixing
zone” where cars and cyclists are turning left together.
When the US Federal Sidewalk Standards mandate protected intersections and
cycleways on streets we will have a safer and more user friendly infrastructure that
everyone can enjoy. This is how the Netherlands, Denmark, and northern Germany are
achieving such high (40%+) cycle commuting participation rates. It does work.
Thank you for your time and consideration,
Charlie Otto
charlieotto@gmail.com
9701 Glendale Ave. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
208-313-5205
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12/15/2016
Jason Coffey, COA Parks and Recreation, GABAC Staff Report
At the November 15, 2016 GARTC meeting there was a presentation on the Development Process
Manual update. Carrie Barkhurst presented the draft changes in the bicycle and pedestrian section. This
is same material that was covered at the meeting with representation from GABAC and GARTC that took
place at the Planning Department.
Black Arroyo Trail. There has been no movement on the Encroachment License. The
trails maintenance crew is going to patch the existing cracks in the trail between
Hunter’s Run Park and Salida del Sol Park. The work started this week and could take a
few weeks to complete, but it is being done by Parks’ crew so no closures or significant
disruptions to users should occur.
o Bear Canyon Bridge. DMD is taking the lead on identifying a solution for the surface
irregularities. The patches and repairs done by Parks are holding up reasonably well, but
a long term solution is needed and DMD is working with the bridges’ original designers
to find the material that will work best.
o Bosque Nature Center ramp upgrade project is scheduled to be completed by 12/15/16.
The ADA ramp from the Nature Center to the Paseo del Bosque Trail has been upgraded
with ADA compliant slopes and a new guard rail. The ramp from the Paseo del Bosque
Trail to the Aldo Leapold Trail is being upgraded as well to meet ADA grades, including
landings, and the installation of hand rails. The project has not resulted in a closure but
there have been flaggers on site to help trail users safely travel through the
construction.
West I40 Channel Extension- The bid was awarded to Salls Brothers Construction and the preconstruction meeting is taking place on December 20, 2016. Construction of the project should
begin in early 2017. The trail is just one element of the overall project; the main component of
the project is drainage. The project will extend the I40 trail from where it currently ends west of
Unser to 98th St and then turn north and terminate at the south east corner of Ladera Dr and
98th St.
o

•

Page 1 of 2

12/15/2016
•

I meet with Greg Olson from DMD regarding the Chappell Rd access from the NDC Trail just
south of Singer. See the image below for Mr Olson’s preferred alternative.
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PROPOSED 2017 GABAC MEETING DATES
2ND MONDAY OF EVERY MONTH
(As amended at December 12, 2016 GABAC meeting)
JANUARY 9, 2017
FEBRUARY 13, 2017
MARCH 13, 2017
APRIL 10, 2017
MAY 8, 2017
JUNE 12, 2017
JULY 10, 2017
AUGUST 14, 2017
SEPTEMBER 11, 2017
OCTOBER 9, 2017 (Columbus Day)
OCTOBER 16, 2017
NOVEMBER 13, 2017
DECEMBER 11, 2017

