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SAFE NEEDLE AND SYRINGE DISPOSAL
What Are Needles and Syringes Used For?

People use needles, syringes and lancets, also called sharps, to treat all sorts of medical conditions at home, including diabetes,
allergies, cancer and others. Sharps may also be associated with illegal drug use. Safely disposing of sharps protects residents,
sanitation workers and the environment, but more and more frequently they are found improperly disposed of.

Equipment You
Will Need

Gloves - leather utility or vinyl

Grabbers, tongs, pliers or tweezers

Sharps container or other rigid plastic container
Tape

Waterproof marker
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NEVER handle needles with bare hands -
assume they are contaminated

NEVER attempt to snap, remove or bend
needles, or put the cap back on

NEVER place sharps in a glass or light
plastic container or a milk carton that
could break or allow needles to poke

through

NEVER allow children to handle needles

For More
Information

To learn more about proper disposal of larger
quantities of sharps or to find out what the City
of Albuguerque is doing about needles in the
community, visit us on the web:
www.cabg.gov/environmentalhealth/sharps-disposal



