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I.   Legal Description 
 
The site, known as Albuquerque Rail Yards - North, is a 10.78-acre tract of land that is a portion of 
the larger 27-acre Albuquerque Rail Yards property generally located north of Avenida Cesar 
Chavez (Bridge Boulevard SW) between 2nd Street SW and Commercial Street SE. The site is 
developed with multiple buildings including the Blacksmith Shop, Flue Shop, Boiler Shop, Tender 
Repair Shop, Cab Paint Shop, Fire Station, Waste and Paint Rooms, Pattern House, Transfer 
Table, and canopy structure. The site is more particularly described as follows: 
 

(Legal Description and Map Attached) 
 

II.  Environmental Conditions 
From the 1880s to the early 1990s, the site operated as the Central Works Equipment facility for 
the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe and Burlington Northern Santa Fe railways to perform 
servicing activities in support of smaller railyards located in the area. Activities conducted at the 
facility included blacksmithing, welding, and painting. The various types of chemicals historically 
used and stored at the site included solvents and lye used for parts cleaning, paint, heavy oils, 
diesel fuel and other lubricants, and packaged herbicides. Industrial use of the site ceased in 1991 
and the site has been mostly unoccupied since that time, except for use by the film industry and 
special events. The City of Albuquerque purchased the site in 2007 and renovated the Blacksmith 
Shop as a multipurpose structure in 2013. Environmental characterization and investigation 
activities have been ongoing at the site since 1988. Soil, soil vapor, and groundwater at the site 
have been impacted by the historic railyard operations (INTERA, June 28, 2019). 
 
Soil contaminants of potential concern at the site include metals, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 
(PAHs), and petroleum hydrocarbons. Excavation of contaminated soil has occurred at certain on-
site locations where contaminant levels exceeded NMED screening levels. NMED’s Soil 
Screening Guidance for Human Health Risk Assessments Section 2.3.3 lists a soil lead residential 
level of 400 parts per million (ppm). In May 2020, NMED approved the site-specific soil lead 
residential level of 550 parts per million for the site based on the results from the bioavailability 
sampling and modeling (City of Albuquerque, December 5, 2019). Future soil excavation work 
conducted at the site shall follow the Soil Management Plan which includes field procedures for 
handling and disposal of potentially contaminated soil (INTERA, July 16, 2020). 
 
Groundwater contaminants of potential concern at the site include metals, PAHs, petroleum 
hydrocarbons, and volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Groundwater monitoring wells are located 
throughout the site and depth to groundwater ranges from 17.5 feet to 25.7 feet, as of the April 
2020 sampling event. Monitoring results for the site revealed manganese concentrations in 
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exceedance of the NMED standards. This exceedance indicates biodegradation of petroleum 
hydrocarbon products is occurring; however, long-term monitoring of groundwater will be 
conducted at the site until concentrations are below NMED standards (INTERA, October 16, 
2020).  
 
Soil vapor contaminants of potential concern at the site include VOCs including trichloroethene 
(TCE). Sub-slab soil vapor sampling probes are located throughout the site. Soil vapor monitoring 
results revealed that one sample location located within the north end of the Blacksmith Shop 
exceeded NMED’s screening levels for TCE. The Blacksmith Shop is currently used as an open-air 
market during the Spring and Summer months. The propensity for soil vapor to enter through the 
concrete slab and concentrate in the building during its current use is believed to be minimal. 
Long-term monitoring of soil vapor will occur until concentrations decrease to below NMED 
screening levels. Engineering controls to mitigate vapor intrusion may be necessary for existing 
and new on-site structures.  
 
The City of Albuquerque has conducted asbestos and lead-based paint sampling of on-site 
structures and abatement plans have been prepared for key buildings. Additional abatement plans 
will be developed as redevelopment and use of the other buildings are planned. Prior to demolition, 
asbestos and lead-based paint abatement was performed at the Sheet Metal House, North 
Washroom Building, and the north end of the Flue Shop. The Cab Paint Shop and Pattern House 
are planned for demolition.  
 
These environmental conditions are further described in the following documents: 
 
INTERA, Inc. 2020. Voluntary Remediation Completion Report for the City of Albuquerque Rail 

Yards North prepared for the City of Albuquerque Environmental Health Department. 
October 16.  

 
INTERA, Inc. 2020, Soil Management Plan for the City of Albuquerque Rail Yards prepared for 

the City of Albuquerque Environmental Health Department. July 16.  
 
City of Albuquerque. 2019. Voluntary Remediation Program Status Report Addendum for the City 

of Albuquerque Rail Yards VRP Site No. 53161007. December 5.  
 
City of Albuquerque. 2019. Voluntary Remediation Program Status Report for the City of 

Albuquerque Rail Yards VRP Site No. 53161007. July 29.  
 
INTERA, Inc. 2019. Voluntary Remediation Program Final Work Plan (VRP Site No. 53161007) 

for the City of Albuquerque Rail Yards prepared for the City of Albuquerque 
Environmental Health Department. June 28.  

 
 
 
 






