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FIGURE 15-19

Coral Reef Distribution and Diversity. Coral reefl development is restricted 1o the low-ladde area
Berween the two 18°C (34°F) temperature lines shown on the map, Minimum wacer temperatres of
18°C in surface warers of the Northern and Southern hemispheres occur in Febroary and Angust, re-
spectively, In each ocean basin, the coral reef belt is wider and the diversity of coral genera is greater
on the western side of the ocean Basins, (Afier Stehli and Wells, 19710
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