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CIVILIAN POLICE OVERSIGHT BOARD 

Thursday, January 12, 2017 – 5:00 PM 
Vincent E. Griego Chambers, Basement Level 

City/County Government Center – One Civic Plaza NW 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 
Members Present: Members Absent Others Present 
Beth Mohr, Chair 
Leonard Waites, Vice Chair 
Johnny J. Armijo 
Susanne Brown 
Eric Cruz 
Joanne Fine 
Dr. Carlotta Garcia 
Rev. Dr. David Z. Ring III 
 

Dr. Lisa M. Orick-Martinez Edward Harness, CPOA 
Michelle Contreras, CPOA 
Diane McDermott, CPOA 
Dr. Miriam Verploegh, CPOA 
Amanda Bustos, CPOA 
Mark Baker, Esq. 
Lt. Jennifer Garcia, APD 
Major Jessica Tyler, APD 

Meeting Minutes 

I. Welcome and call to order - Chair Beth Mohr called to order the regular meeting of the 
Police Oversight Board at 5:04 p.m.   

II. Pledge of Allegiance – Member Johnny J. Armijo led the meeting in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

III. Mission Statement – Leonard Waites Vice-Chair read the POB’s Mission Statement. 
IV. Approval of the Agenda 

a) Chair Mohr made an amendment to the agenda to move item XII. Executive Session 
to be heard in conjunction with the POB’s dinner break.  

b) A motion was made by Member Armijo to approve the agenda as amended. Vice 
Chair Waites seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 
For: 7 - Armijo, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Ring, Waites 

V. Public Comments -Tony Pirard gave a summary to the board that the DOJ has no right 
to represent the people of the State of New Mexico or the City of Albuquerque. He is 
concerned about the process in which Law Enforcement Officers are being prosecuted in 
the Courts for Officer Involved shootings. He says that corrupt Judges, lawyers and Law 
Enforcement have messed up our society by turning Americans against Americans but 
says Americans such as himself are taking back our Country.  

VI. Review and Approval of Minutes  
a) Minutes from November 10, 2016. A motion was made by Member Fine to approve 

the minutes from the November 10, 2016 regularly scheduled POB meeting. Member 
Ring seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by the following vote:   
For: 7 - Armijo, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Ring, Waites 
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b) Minutes from November 30, 2016.  A motion was made by Member Ring to 
approve the minutes from the November 30, 2016 Special meeting of the POB.  
Member Fine seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 
For: 7 - Armijo, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Ring, Waites 
 

***Member Brown arrived to the meeting at 5:30 p.m. during item VII. a.** 
 
VII. Discussion 

a) Chief of Police Response Letters.  CPOA Director Harness gave a synopsis of each 
of the following Chief’s Responses: 
1. Chief’s Response Letter dated November 28, 2016 regarding Policy 

Recommendations for 3-1 and 3-29. A copy of the response letter was 
distributed.  (See attachment “A”):  
a. SOP 3-1: Discussed Chief Eden’s response to the POB’s recommendation 

regarding Policy Recommendation for SOP 3-1.  
i. Director Harness stated that the draft letter to Mayor Berry and City 

Council will be discussed during the Policy and Procedure Subcommittee 
report in agenda item X.b  

ii. Chair Mohr moved this discussion to the Policy and Procedure 
Subcommittee report in agenda item X. b.  

b. SOP 3-29: Discussed Chief Eden’s Response to the POB’s recommendation 
as to SOP 3-29. There was no there other discussion.  

   
2. Chief’s Response Letter dated December 23, 2016 regarding the appointment 

of a Crime Lab Director and Sex Crimes Unit Sergeant. A copy of the 
response letter was distributed.  (See attachment “B”):  
a. Discussed Chief’s Eden’s response to the POB regarding the appointment of a 

Crime Lab Director and Sex Crimes Unit Sergeant.  
3. Chief’s Response Letter dated December 23, 2016 regarding the POB’s 

request for APD-Related Data. A copy of the response letter was distributed. 
(See attachment “C”):   
a. Discussed Chief Eden’s response to the POB’s request for APD-Related data.  

Director Harness and Dr. Verploegh will report to the POB the outcome of the 
meeting with Director Slauson, an HR designee and Assistant City Attorney 
Ms. Jacobi to discuss the data request. 

4. Chief’s Response Letter dated December 23, 2016 regarding the POB’s 
request for Administrative Access to IAPRO. A copy of the response letter was 
distributed.  (See attachment “D”):   
a. Discussed Chief Eden’s response to the POB/CPOA’s regarding 

Administrative access to IA Pro.   
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b. Director Harness to draft a letter to the IA Pro software company, CI 
Technologies, Inc.  

c. Director Harness to work with Bill Slausen and Mark Leech at the same time 
he is writing his letter to CI Technologies.  

5. Chief’s Response Letter dated December 27, 2016 regarding the 
Investigation of allegations of video tampering. A copy of the response letter 
was distributed.  (See attachment “E”): 
a. Discussed Chief Eden’s response to the POB regarding the investigation of 

allegations of video tampering.  
6. Chief’s Response Letter dated January 5, 2017 regarding Officer Involved 

Shooting (OIS) case I-37-15. A copy of the response letter was distributed.  (See 
attachment “F): 
a. Discussed Chief Eden’s response to the POB regarding the OIS case I-37-15. 
b. There was no action taken by the POB on this letter.  
c. Mark Baker, the attorney for the POB, will review the ordinance.  
d. Commendation for Lt. S. will put on the POB’s next agenda for February.  

7. Discussion regarding Chief’s Response letters for Non-Concurrence cases 
with discipline or just findings.  
a. After the executive session and lunch, a discussion was had with the POB’s 

attorney Mark Baker to clarify if the Chief is supposed to write response 
letters for findings for cases that were sustained with discipline.  

b. Attorney Mark Baker read the DOJ Settlement Agreement paragraph 285 to 
the POB.  

c. Mark Baker will meet with City Legal to clarify if Chief Eden should respond 
to cases that were non-concurrence with discipline or just findings. After the 
meeting with City Legal, Mark Baker will report back to the POB to discuss 
next steps. 

d. Chair Mohr made a motion to have Mark Baker to address this [issue] [sic] 
(see above-referenced paragraph 7a) with the City and report back to us [the 
POB] and we will determine at that time if litigation is necessary. Member 
Garcia seconded the motion. The motion was carried by the following vote:  
For: 8 – Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Ring, Waites 

b) EIS System 
1. Discussed the EIS System. (See attachment “G” for SOP 3-33 Early 

Intervention System). 
 

c) PowerDMS and IA Pro training.  
Director Harness to arrange POB training for IA Pro and PowerDMS. 
 

VIII. Consent Agenda Cases. The CPOA’s findings in each case listed on the consent agenda 
are reviewed and approved by the POB. The findings become part of the officer’s file, if 
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applicable. Copies of the full findings letters to the citizens can be located at 
http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/findings-letters/civilian-complaints-pob-findings.  
a) Administratively Closed Cases  

134-16  148-16  150-16  154-16  155-16 
156-16  163-16  170-16  173-16  175-16 
176-16  177-16  181-16  191-16  192-16  
A motion was made by Vice Chair Waites to approve the Administratively Closed 
Cases as written. Member Fine seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by the 
following vote: 
For: 8 – Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Ring, Waites 

b) Cases investigated 
084-15  208-15  096-16  105-16  120-16 
126-16  132-16  138-16  139-16  141-16  
146-16 
A motion was made by Vice Chair Waites to approve Cases investigated as written. 
Member Fine seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 
For: 8 – Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Ring, Waites 

c) CIRT Cases – There are no CIRT cases.   
 

IX. POB’s Review of Garrity Materials   
a) The non-Garrity materials in I-2015-1 victim Snyder are available at the CPOA for 

viewing by the POB.  
b) Vice Chair Waites made a motion to allow the POB members to view the Garrity 

materials in I-2015-1 Snyder. Member Fine seconded the motion. The motion was 
carried by the following vote:  
For: 8 – Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Ring, Waites 

 
X. Reports from Subcommittees 

a) Community Outreach Subcommittee Dr. Ring- For more information regarding 
POB Community Outreach Subcommittee meetings for agendas and minutes, please 
refer to the website located here:   
http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/subcommittees/outreach-committee  Member Ring gave 
the following report on behalf of the Community Outreach Subcommittee: 
1. A copy of the 2017 Community Outreach Subcommittee Meetings dates was 

distributed. (See attachment “H”).  
2. The Community Outreach Subcommittee will be inviting an outside community 

entity to every third meeting. This will help to build bridges between the POB and 
the other entities in the community who have a stake in the Police Oversight 
issue.  

3. The next meeting of the Community Outreach Subcommittee will be held on 
Monday, January 30, 2017 at 5 p.m.  

http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/findings-letters/civilian-complaints-pob-findings
http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/subcommittees/outreach-committee
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b) Policy and Procedure Review Subcommittee, Susanne Brown - For more 
information regarding POB Policy and Procedure Subcommittee meetings for 
agendas and minutes, please refer to the website located here: 
http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/subcommittees/policy-procedure-review-committee 
Member Brown gave the following report on behalf of the Policy and Procedure 
Subcommittee: 
1. Revisited Item VII. a. 1. Chief’s response letter to the POB regarding 3-1 in 

combination with review of draft letter to City Council and Mayor Berry re: 
Qualifications of Chief of Police. 
a. Update on 3-1 the Chief’s Policy. A copy of the update on 3-1 the Chief’s 

Policy and SOP 3-10 were distributed. (See attachments “I and J”).  
Member Brown read the update.  

b. Draft Letter to Mayor Richard J. Berry and City Councilors regarding 
the POB’s recommendation for SOP 3-1. (See attachment “K”). 

c. Members discussed the POB’s recommendations for Chief of Police 
qualifications.  

d. With the inclusion of Member Johnny Armijo’s name on the letterhead, a 
motion was made by Member Fine to approve the Policy and Procedure 
committee’s recommendations relative to actions toward the qualifications of 
the Chief of Police to the Mayor and the City Council. Member Brown 
seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by the following vote:  
For: 8 – Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Ring, Waites 

2. Meeting regarding policies relative to Domestic Violence.   
a. Discussed the meeting that Member Fine, Member Brown, and Dr. Verploegh 

were invited to attend to work on revising APD’s policy relative to Domestic 
Violence. 

3. Policy Review Schedule. A copy of the Policy Review Schedule was distributed 
and discussed. (See attachment “L”).  
a. Member Brown suggested to the POB get in contact with Dr. Verploegh with 

help on policy research within two weeks or longer prior to the OPA meeting 
in which their assigned policy will be heard.  

4. Next meeting date for Policy and Procedure Subcommittee.  There is no 
meeting scheduled yet.  

c) Case Review Subcommittee, Leonard Waites - For more information regarding 
POB Case Review Subcommittee meetings and minutes, please refer to the website 
located here:  http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/subcommittees/case-review-committee-crc. 
Subcommittee Chair Leonard Waites gave the following report on behalf of the Case 
Review Subcommittee:  

http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/subcommittees/policy-procedure-review-committee
http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/subcommittees/case-review-committee-crc
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1. I-99-14 Mary Hawkes.  Discussed the administrative investigation in I-99-14 
which have been suspended pend the DOJ’s investigation into criminal 
allegations. More information on this topic, please refer to the draft Case Review 
Subcommittee minutes located here: 
http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/subcommittees/case-review-committee-crc. 

2. Appeals - The appeal process can be found at: 
http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/appeal-process  
a. CPC 099-15 – In his appeal request, the complainant did not provide any new 

information and the appeal request was not filed timely. The request fails to 
meet the appeal process criteria for an appeal.  

b. CPC 204-15 – In her appeal request, the complainant did not provide any new 
information and the appeal request was not filed timely. The request fails to 
meet the appeal process criteria for an appeal. 

c. A motion was made by Member Ring on approving the recommendations of 
the Case Review Subcommittee’s to not hear appeal CPC 099-15 and CPC 
204-15. Member Fine seconded the motion. The motion was carried by the 
following vote: 
For: 8 – Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Ring, Waites 

XI. (Previously listed on agenda as Item XII). Meeting with Counsel re: Pending 
Litigation & Personnel Issues.  

a) Matters subject to the attorney-client privilege pertaining to threatened or 
pending litigation in which the public body is or may become a participant 
pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 10-15-1(H)(7);  

b) Limited personnel matters pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 10-15-1(H)(2)  

1. A motion was made by Chair Mohr to have a closed discussion regarding pending 
litigation. Vice Chair Waites seconded the motion. The motion was carried by the 
following vote: 
Roll call: Armijo, Brown, Ring, Waites, Mohr, Fine, Cruz, Garcia  

2. At 6:16 p.m., the POB went into an executive session/lunch break.  

3. At 6:58 p.m., the POB came out of an executive session/lunch break.  
4. A motion was made by Member Fine to return from the executive session 

regarding attorney-client privilege matters. Member Brown seconded the motion.  
The motion was carried by the following vote: 
For: 8 – Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Ring, Waites 

http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/subcommittees/case-review-committee-crc
http://www.cabq.gov/cpoa/appeal-process
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5. After the motion, Chair Mohr read the following statement: 
“During the executive session, nothing was discussed other than attorney-client 
privilege matters pertaining to threatened or pending litigation per NMSA 1978, 
Section 10-15-1(H)(7).” 
Roll call: Armijo, Brown, Ring, Waites, Mohr, Fine, Cruz, Garcia  
 

XII. (Previously listed on agenda as Item XI). Reports from City Staff  
a) APD - APD Lt. Jennifer Garcia of Internal Affairs gave a report on Statistical Data 

for the Month of November / December 2016. Copies of the following documents 
were distributed (See “Attachments M1, M2 and M3”):   
• Attachment M1-APD Internal Affairs, Statistical Data for the Months of 

November and December 2016 Amended. 
• Attachment M2- Graph: Internal Investigations, Year to Date (January through 

October), Year to date total received cases 2011 through 2016; 
• Attachment M3- Graph: Internal Investigations January through October 

1. Lt. Garcia clarified topics for the POB the following: 
a. Discussed that each section of the SOP does not necessarily represent one 

case/officer but may represent multiple cases/officers.   
b. Discussed the process in which vehicle crashes are heard by the Crash Review 

Board.  
c. Discussed the definition of a dog shoot. 
d. APD will administrative close a case is when a case is duplicative.  
e. Discussed the process when an APD employee retires during an investigation. 
f. Discussed the source of cases given to APD Internal Affairs.  

2. APD Major Jessica Tyler gave the following summary to the POB:  
a. In her newly assigned duties, she has been assigned to oversee IA, CIRT 

Team, Force Investigative Team.   
b. The meeting with Executive Director Edward Harness, Dr. Mariam 

Verploegh, a few members of the POB and IA was productive. The purpose of 
the meeting was to introduce herself and to discuss the issues between the 
CPOA and IA. She says that they will work together to move forward on 
fixing the issues.  

c. A meeting of small groups will meet on a monthly basis or more often if 
needed.  

d. She is always available if you have questions.  
e. She will plan to attend all POB meetings.  
f. Chief Eden will attend the next small group meeting.  

b) City Council – No one present to give a report.   
c) Mayor’s Office - No one present to give a report. 
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d) City Attorney’s Office – Assistant City Attorney Mr. Jeramy Schmehl introduced 
himself to the POB and will be attending the POB meetings.   

e) Community Policing Councils  
1. No one from the Community Policing Council is present to give a report.  
2. Discussed the Community Policing Councils have ironed a lot of communication 

issues with APD as they are getting better feedback and getting their 
recommendations heard.  

3. APD hired Nicole Chavez-Lucero to oversee the CPCs.  
4. Chair Mohr recommended that we remove the CPCs from future agendas until 

further notice.  
5. Discussed the Community Policing Councils meetings dates and minutes are 

located on APD’s website and up-to-date. Director Harness will send the link to 
the CPC’s website to the POB members.  

 
f) CPOA – Edward Harness, Executive Director  

1. CPOA Report  
a. Job Well Done Reports received at the CPOA:  

i. November 2016: 4  
ii. December 2016: 3  

b. New Complaints received at the CPOA:  
i. November 2016: 18 

ii. December 2016: 14   
2. CPOA Investigator Diane McDermott will be testifying at former APD Officer 

Frank Tillman’s hearing on January 24, 2017 at the NM Department of Public 
Safety in Santa Fe Mr. Tillman is trying to retain his law enforcement certification 
for the State of New Mexico.  

3. Director Harness and Assistant Lead Investigator Paul Skotchdopole attended a 
Use of Force Symposium from November 29th through December 2nd, 2016. The 
first part of the materials he brought back with him are included in Board Member 
Fine’s Use of Force package, which includes a use of force model policy. 

4. The CPOA may send one or two investigators to a basic forensic video analysis 
training course within the next two to three months depending when they can 
arrange one in our geographical region.   

5. Dr. Verploegh is bringing on an intern from UNM Social Sciences department 
intern within the next couple of weeks.  

6. Director Harness responded to an officer involved shooting on January 8, 2017 at 
Comanche and Carlisle, where he attended the administrative briefing. 

7. Director Harness thanked Chair Mohr for her work on the board.   
XIII. Other Business 

a) Board Elections. 
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1. A motion was made by Vice Chair Waites to recommend Ms. Joanne Fine as 
Chair. Member Ring seconded the motion.  The vote was carried by the following 
vote: 
For: 8 – Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Ring, Waites 

2. A motion was made by Member Garcia to nominate Vice Chair Waites to 
continue as Vice Chair. Member Ring seconded the motion.  The vote was carried 
by the following vote: 
For: 8 – Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Ring, Waites 

 
XV. Adjournment - A motion was made by Member Fine to adjourn the meeting.  Member 

Garcia seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 
For: 8 – Armijo, Brown, Cruz, Fine, Garcia, Mohr, Ring, Waites 

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

Next regularly scheduled POB meeting will be on 
Thursday, February 9, 2017 at 5 p.m. in the Vincent E. Griego Chambers. 

 
APPROVED: 

___________________________________  ______________________ 
Beth Mohr, Chair      Date 
Civilian Police Oversight Agency    
 
CC: Julian Moya, City Council Staff 

Natalie Howard, City Clerk 
Isaac Benton, City Council President 

 
Minutes drafted and submitted by:   
Michelle Contreras, Senior Administrative Assistant  
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Attachments 
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Attachment “A” 
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  Attachment “A” 
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Attachment “B” 
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Attachment “C” 
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Attachment “D” 
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  Attachment “E” 
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Attachment “F” 
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Attachment “F” 
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Attachment “F” 
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Attachment “F” 
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  Attachment “F” 
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Attachment “G” 
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Attachment “G” 
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Attachment “G” 
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Attachment “G” 
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Attachment “G” 
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  Attachment “G” 
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Attachment “H” 
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  Attachment “I” 
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Attachment “J” 
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Attachment “J” 
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  Attachment “J” 
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Attachment “K” 
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  Attachment “K” 
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Attachment “L” 
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Attachment “M1” 
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Attachment “M1” 
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Attachment “M1” 
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Attachment “M2” 
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Attachment “M3” 


