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@ WHAT HAPPENS WHEN 

A COMPLAINT IS FILED? 

EXTERNAL COMPLAINT 

The Executive Director 
reviews for compliance 

IF IT DOES 
NOT COMPLY 

IF IT DOES 
COMPLY 

INTERNAL COMPLAINT 

Respondent has 5 days to provide a 
written, sworn to and notarized response 

IF COMPLAINT RELATES TO A VIOLATION 
OF A.R.S. §16-941(8) 

The Executive Director must receive the 
commission's approval to Initiate an Inquiry 

Executive Director makes a 
recommendation to the Commission 

COMMISSION 
GIVES APPROVAL 

COMMISSION DOES 
NOT GIVE APPROVAL 

CLOSE COMPLAINT 
BASED ON RESPONDENT 'S 

COMPLIANCE 

NO REASON TO BELIEVE 
A VIOLATION OCCURRED 

REASON TO BEU EVE A VIOLATION OCCURRED 
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THE CITIZENS CLEAN ELECTIONS COMMISSION 
REVIEWS RECOMMENDATION 

IF AT LEAST THREE OF THE FIVE 
COMMISSIONERS BELIEVE 

IF THE COMMISSION HAS 
NO REASON TO BELIEVE 

VIOLATION OCCURED A VIOLATION HAS OCCURRED 

The Commission wlll send an order of compliance 
to the respondent within 14 days 

The complainant has the right 
to bring a clvll action 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
SETTLEMENT 

RESPONDENT COMPLIES 
WITH THE ORDER 

RESPONDENT PROVIDES 
EXPLANATION TO COMMISSION 

OR DOES NOT TAKE ANY ACTION 

CONTINU& INVUTIGATION 

In Superior Court 

COMMISSION CONTINUES INVESTIGATION 

The investigat ion may inc lude audit s, examinat ions, subpoenas and written quest ions under ord er. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REVIEWS AND MAKES 
A PROBABLE CAUSE RECOMMENDATION 

Respondent receives copy of the ED's 
recommendation and has S days to 

provide a written response 

IF THERE IS NOT PROBABLE CAUSE IF THERE IS PROBABLE CAUSE 

Executive Director does not 
proceed with probable cause 

recommendation 

Executive Director proceeds with 
probable cause recommendation with 
a written notification to Commission 

The Commission reviews probable 
cause recommendation 

IF AT LEAST THREE OF THE FIVE 
COMMISSIONERS FIND PROBABLE 

CAUSE THAT A VIOLATION OCCURRED 

Executive Director notifies the 
respondent with probable cause 
order and assesses clvll penalties 

IF THE COMMISSION FINDS 
NO PROBABLE CAUSE THAT 

A VIOLATION OCCURRED 
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RESPONDENT'S OPTIONS 

The probable cause order and penalty assessment are an appealable agency action. 

THE RESPONDENT 
MAY CHOOSE TO 

Request an Administration Hearing 

PROCEED WITH 
ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING 

Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) 
must Issue a written recommended 

decision within 20 days 

The Commission reviews the 
Administrative Law Judge's decision 

---
Comply with 
final agency 

decision 

PREPARING TO RUN 

DECIDING TO RUN 

-----------

Appeal agency 
decision to 

superior court 

INFORMAL SETTLEMENT 
CONFERENCE 

Respondent can request Informal 
settlement conference at least 

20 days before the OAH 

1111111 - COMPLY WITH THE 
PROBABLE CAUSE ORDER 
AND PAY CIVIL PENALTIES 
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CAMPAIGN FINANCE 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE PROGRAM 

LEARN MORE 

UPCOMING ELECTIONS 

LEARN MORE 

CLEAN ELECTIONS CANDIDATES 

VIEW REPORT 

GET VOTING REMINDERS 

SIGN UP 


