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BOARD OF ETHICS & CAMPAIGN PRACTICES
Monday, April 27, 2026

	Members Present
	Others Present

	Jason Marks, Chair
	Ethan Watson, City Clerk

	Kristina Caffrey
	Chris Peck, Deputy City Clerk

	Sean Cunniff
	Charles Davis, City Attorney

	John Kelly
	Cristobal Rocha, Program Admin

	Clayton King (joined during item IV)
	Matthew Jackson, Outside Counsel

	Susan Selbin
	[bookmark: _Hlk234254127]Devrim Tiryaki, Complainant Counsel

	
	Moe Maestas, Complainant Counsel

	
	Jacob Candelaria, Complainant

	
	David Ring, Respondent Counsel

	
	Teresa Garcia, Respondent


					
MINUTES


I. Call to order.
The Board of Ethics & Campaign Practices meeting of April 27, 2026, was called to order by Chair Marks at 1:00 p.m. Five members were present at the start of the meeting, establishing a quorum, with Members King and Green absent.

II. Review and approval of agenda for Monday, April 27, 2026
Member Caffrey moved to approve the agenda. Member Cunniff seconded. Motion approved unanimously, 5-0.
III. Review and approval of minutes from Wednesday, January 14, 2026
Member Caffrey moved to approve the minutes. Member Kelly seconded. Motion approved unanimously, 5-0.

IV. Discussion on CCA v. City of Albuquerque Board of Ethics.
Matthew Jackson, outside board counsel, updated the Board on the status of the litigation, including a federal district court ruling finding a substantial portion of the committee reporting requirements unconstitutional, and developments since the Board was last briefed in fall 2025.

Member Cunniff moved to enter closed session pursuant to NMSA 1978, § 10-15-1(H)(7), to discuss pending and ongoing litigation covered by attorney-client privilege. Member Kelly seconded. Motion approved unanimously, 5-0.

Member King joined the meeting during closed session, at approximately 1:15 p.m.

Member Selbin moved to return to open session. Member King seconded. Motion approved unanimously, 6-0. The Board returned to open session. The Board then moved to authorize Mr. Jackson to lead settlement discussions on behalf of the Board in CCA v. City of Albuquerque Board of Ethics. Motion approved unanimously, 6-0.

V. City Clerk’s presentation regarding possible investigation or further action related to BOE 11-2025 Ely v. Unknown Measure Finance Committee. Discussion and potential action on the proposal.
City Clerk Ethan Watson presented a quote of approximately $6,000 from Robert Caswell Investigations (RCI) to review the record, conduct fact-finding, and prepare a written report to the Board. Mr. Watson advised that any resulting report would be public, consistent with the Board’s past practice with investigative reports, and that the Office of Inspector General had been contacted but did not have capacity to take on the investigation at this time. Members discussed that funding would be addressed through the budget process, and briefly discussed the limitations period applicable to the complaint, noting that an exception applies where the relevant facts were not yet known.
Member Cunniff moved to direct the City Clerk to contract with Robert Caswell Investigations (RCI) to investigate BOE 11-2025. Chair Marks seconded. Motion failed, 5-1, with only Member Cunniff voting in favor.
VI. Discussion and potential action on 01-2026 Resolution to adopt a 2026 meeting schedule, public comment process, and Zoom meeting type.
[bookmark: _Hlk234253832]The Program Administrator, Cristobal Rocha, presented Resolution 01-2026, noting minimal changes from the prior year’s resolution: updated language confirming that in-person hearings will be held at Plaza del Sol, and a standardized YouTube livestream link for streamed meetings. The resolution adds two additional meeting dates, July 14, 2026, and October 6, 2026, though Mr. Rocha noted the Charter requires only two meetings per year outside of an election year. The resolution’s public comment section follows the practice used by other City boards and commissions, under which public comment is submitted to the Clerk’s Office in advance of the meeting for presentation to the Board.
Member Caffrey moved to adopt Resolution 01-2026. Member King seconded. Motion approved unanimously, 6-0.
VII. Discussion, and potential action on the Board’s annual report to be submitted to Council and Mayor.
Mr. Rocha stated that the draft annual report was not yet ready to share with the Board and asked that the item be deferred to the next meeting. No motion was made, and no vote was taken.

VIII. Evidentiary hearing on BOE 10-2025, Candelaria v. Garcia.
Member Caffrey recused herself from this matter, stating that Complainant’s counsel represents her as a plaintiff in unrelated public-records litigation. She did not participate in the hearing or vote on this item.

Devrim Tiryaki appeared as counsel for Complainant Jacob Candelaria, with Moe Maestas as co-counsel. David Ring appeared as counsel for Respondent Teresa Garcia.

Chair Marks opened the hearing and explained the hearing procedure: the Chair would rule on procedural and evidentiary matters, subject to the Board’s ability to overturn a ruling by majority vote on a member’s motion; opening statements would be limited to four minutes and closing arguments to six minutes per side; and City Charter, ordinance, and Clerk’s Rules materials did not need to be admitted as exhibits to be used as argument aids.

The parties resolved several preliminary evidentiary matters by stipulation prior to testimony, including issues related to a prior administrative subpoena for records of Respondent’s fee and billing arrangement with counsel.

Testimony was taken from Respondent Teresa Garcia, Complainant Jacob Candelaria, and David Ring. Exhibits admitted into the record included relevant portions of Respondent’s attorney-client fee agreement, an invoice for the legal services at issue, and Respondent’s October 2025 and January 2026 campaign finance reports. Both parties presented opening statements and closing arguments.

Following closing arguments, the Board deliberated on the record in open session.

Member Cunniff moved to find that Respondent violated Charter Article XIII, Section 4(c)(2)(B)(7), as modified by the City Clerk’s Rules, and to issue a reprimand. Chair Marks seconded. A vote began, with Members Cunniff and King voting yes; before the vote concluded, Member Kelly asked that the motion be restated, and the motion was not brought to a final vote.

Member Kelly moved to amend the motion. Chair Marks seconded. The amendment failed, 0-4, with Chair Marks abstaining.

Chair Marks then offered a substitute motion: that the Board find Respondent violated the Charter as modified by the City Clerk's Rules, but that the violation was not willful, and to impose a reprimand. Member Kelly seconded. Motion approved, 4-1, with Member Cunniff dissenting.

The Board's written Decision on BOE 10-2025, entered May 5, 2026, sets out the specific findings underlying this vote, including the applicable Charter and Rules provisions, the basis for finding the violation non-willful, and the caution issued to Respondent regarding future compliance.

IX. Adjournment.
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:30 p.m.
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