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City of Albuquerque Partnership Receives $150,000

National Endowment for the Arts Our Town Grant
One of 59 projects in the nation to receive support for creative placemaking projects
Albuquerque, NM—The City of Albuquerque today announced that it has been recommended for a grant award of $150,000 from the National Endowment for the Arts Our Town program. The City of Albuquerque and its Cultural Services Department partnered with several local organizations on a project to design a community garden/plaza space along historic Route 66 in Albuquerque’s International District. The partnership includes: the University of New Mexico School of Architecture & Planning, the ABQ UNM CityLab, Bernalillo County, the Albuquerque Metropolitan Arroyo Flood Control Authority (AMAFCA) and two non-profit organizations instrumental to the project—Littleglobe and Story of Place Institute.

The City of Albuquerque Partnership is one of 59 Our Town award recommendations selected from a pool of 254 applications. The highly-competitive Our Town program will award $4.725 million in this cycle, with the City of Albuquerque Partnership receiving $150,000. The two-year partnership project will culminate in a design that will revitalize a community space in the International District with input from the people who live and work in the community. The design of the community garden/plaza space will serve as a model for four more similar spaces along Central Avenue.
“I am pleased with the success of this partnership’s early efforts,” said Mayor Richard J. Berry. “The Our Town project will emphasize the city’s International District and will highlight its rich cultural diversity by working with district residents to create a design for a public space that will incorporate their stories and unique perspectives about their neighborhood.” 

The City of Albuquerque Partnership design will include elements of the district’s history, future and its relationship to land and water. Littleglobe and Story of Place Institute will work with district residents of all ages to share their stories and perspectives, create preliminary works of art and performance as well as advise where the plaza should be located and what they want from such a space. Professors and students at the ABQ UNM CityLab will incorporate this information into a site design. The finished design may include a community garden, permanent seating and performance spaces, public art and more. AMAFCA will be instrumental in providing stormwater for a community garden. The space will also include information from AMAFCA about the community’s interrelationship to rainfall and stormwater quality.
“The Authority plans, designs, constructs, and maintains flood control and stormwater quality facilities within Albuquerque,” said AMAFCA Board Chairman Tim Eichenberg. “The NEA Our Town Project will allow a unique opportunity to use art as an educational tool to help educate the public that the health of the Rio Grande and the community is directly related to the health of the surrounding urban watershed and to Albuquerque’s past, present and future.”
Through the Our Town program, the NEA supports creative placemaking projects that help transform communities into lively, beautiful, and sustainable places with the arts at their core. Since the program's inception in 2011, the NEA has supported 190 projects totaling more than $16 million in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. More information on the partnership announcement can be found here: 

http://arts.gov/national/ourtown/grantee.php?id=170.
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