CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE
MEETING MINUTES
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT ADVISORY COUNCIL

Date:		Tuesday, February 5, 2019
Time:		5:30 p.m.
Location:		City Council Government Center, Room 9081

Council Members Present:
Terri O’Hare, Chair
Daniel Strones
Lisa McNiven 
Karen Cushnyr (participated by telephone)
Sacheen Smith
Sean King
Matthew Loehman

City Staff Present:
Adam Leuschel, Assistant City Attorney and ADA Advisory Council Attorney
Torri Jacobus, Managing Assistant City Attorney for Civil Rights Division
Patricia Padrino, Assistant City Attorney and ADA Coordinator
Danyel Mayer, Paralegal

Members of the Public:
Tara Spracklen
Veronica Becerra
Nathan Winham
Michael Lawler
Renee Hernandez
Maggie Silva

ITEM 1: CALL TO ORDER:
The meeting was called to order by Chair O’Hare at approximately 5:29 p.m. with all the council members participating. 

ITEM 2: APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JAN. 2019
Member Loehman made a motion to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting and Member King seconded the motion. The agenda was approved. The motion was carried by the following vote:
For: 7 – O’Hare, Strones, McNiven, Cushnyr, King, Loehman, Smith

Member King made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 2019 meeting, and Member McNiven seconded the motion. The minutes were approved. The motion was carried by the following vote:
For: 7 – O’Hare, Strones, McNiven, Cushnyr, King, Loehman, Smith


ITEM 3:  INTRODUCTIONS
Chair O’Hare asked that everyone in attendance take a moment to introduce themselves.

ITEM 4: PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment.

ITEM 5: ITEMS TO DISCUSS

A. New Council Member, Sean King: Mr. King introduced himself to the council. Mr. King explained that he is autistic and he had met Member Smith through the DDPC leadership academy. Member King participated in the council’s site visits this past year and that is what encouraged him to join the ADA Advisory Council. Member King hopes to improve the City’s ADA compliance issues.
B. Restoration Pizza: Tara Spracklen and Nathan Winham introduced themselves and their project - Restoration Pizza. Restoration Pizza is a partnership under Bosque Brewing, and is scheduled to open in March. Restoration Pizza will be located next door to the Cabela’s on I-25/Paseo Del Norte – an area that has about 60,000 employees within a two mile radius. Restoration Pizza is going to be a pizza restaurant that will serve Bosque Brewing beer, and the restaurant’s unique feature is that it will employ people with different abilities. Ms. Spracklen and Mr. Winham estimate that 40-60% of Restoration Pizza’s workforce will be comprised of employees with different abilities, and their goal is to create a model that can be used by other companies. Ms. Jacobus provided direction on contacting the Mayor’s office for his possible attendance at Restoration Pizza’s grand opening. Members McNiven, Smith and King provided Ms. Spracklen and Mr. Winham with the names of a few other organizations that may be able to assist with employing people with disabilities. Member King asked Ms. Spracklen and Mr. Winham if the ADA council could set up a site visit of Restoration Pizza and they agreed.
C. 2nd Annual Council Planning Retreat/Workshop: Chair O’Hare asked the council to identify topics to discuss during the council’s retreat/workshop. Member Loehman expressed interest in learning about the council’s past wins and challenges. Member King expressed interest in discussing ADA regulation compliance pertaining to new construction. Member Strones suggested a debriefing of the Silver/6th street traffic signal situation. The council discussed possible dates for the retreat/workshop, and everyone agreed on Saturday, April 13, 2019 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with a scheduled lunch break in the middle. Ms. Jacobus suggested that maybe the council could look at holding their retreat/workshop at Restoration Pizza. Restoration Pizza indicated that it may not be able to host the council’s retreat/workshop. Each council member agreed to send Chair O’Hare a list of potential agenda items for the retreat/workshop. Member McNiven reminded the council that she will need to have sign language interpreters present at the retreat/workshop.
D. Review of Draft Letter for Gary Lee, assistant Mayor (top 3 priorities from IG): Ms. Padrino explained that she has compiled a list of ADA issues/complaints that the City receives, and the biggest issues are related to parking, service dogs, transit, apartment discrimination, and intersections. Member Smith identified ADA access issues with buses, sidewalks, and State/local buildings. Member King identified ADA issues with Sun Van and ABQ Ride, curb ramps, and sidewalks. Chair O’Hare asked Member Cushnyr if she would set up a site visit of the Albuquerque Sunport for the council. The council members are to provide Member Cushnyr with their availability. 
E. Open Meetings Act: Mr. Leuschel discussed the Open Meetings Act and whether or not it applies to the ADA Advisory Council. Mr. Leuschel explained to the council that it is not subject to the Open Meetings Act since it is only an advisory council. Mr. Leuschel recommends that the council remove from its Bylaws any references to the Open Meeting Act because it could open the council up to legal issues. The ADA Advisory Council should not subject itself to a law that does not apply otherwise. Member Cushnyr explained that she had spoken with the Attorney General’s Office and attorney Matt Baca and they confirmed that the ADA Advisory Council was not subject to the Open Meetings Act but the council could still follow it since it was a good guide to follow. Member McNiven indicated that she would like to see this as a topic on the agenda for the next meeting.
F. Silver Ave. and 6th Street Intersection: Chair O’Hare advised the council that the traffic signal at the Silver/6th intersection was scheduled to be reinstalled. The new traffic signal will be an enhanced signal that includes auditory signals for pedestrians. Member Strones is to circulate a draft press release for the council members to review.
G. In-Community ADA Council Meetings: Per Chair O’Hare, Councilor Peña is thrilled about the idea of the ADA Advisory Council holding a meeting in her district. Chair O’Hare will work to secure the ADA council’s March meeting location in the City’s southwest district, and she will pass along the location details to everyone. Ms. Mayer advised the council that she could not attend the council’s offsite meetings. 

ITEM 6: NEW BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM MEMBERS
Member Strones explained that he has a friend experiencing issues related to service animals. Ms. Jacobus suggested Member Strones have his friend contact her to see if she can work with his friend on resolving this issue.

Member King showed the council some cell phone pictures he had recently taken of a sidewalk/curb that did not have a slope, curb cut outs, or tactile warnings, and he was wondering about ADA compliance issues. Ms. Padrino indicated that Perry Hampel, the City’s Construction Manager, would be the best person to speak to about this kind of issue. Chair O’Hare will invite Mr. Hampel to an upcoming meeting.

Member Smith explained that she received an email last week advising her that braille had been added to the signs at the State’s Roundhouse in Santa Fe. The council congratulated Member Smith on this achievement.  
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ITEM 7: ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.

Next regularly scheduled ADA Advisory Council Meeting will be on Tuesday, March 5, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. and the exact location of the meeting has yet to be determined.



______________________________			Date: _________________
Terri O’Hare, Chair
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