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Disasters often affect the environment
Need to know hazards
Potential exposures of chemicals or other toxic materials

If doing any type of human studies need to have Institutional Review Board approval in advance 
 Rapidly change of rules and regulations, 
Lack of baseline data, 
Lack of survey instruments validated for specific populations and in local languages, 
Limited availability of community partners, 
Funding for rapid deployment of projects, 
Rapidly training and working with research assistants, 
Health and safety concerns of researchers and participants, 
Communicating with partners.
 Scott, M. A., Olszowy, K. M., Dancause, K. N., Roome, A., Chan, C., Taylor, H. K., Marañon-Laguna, A., 

Montoya, E., Garcia, A., Mares, C., Tosiro, B., & Tarivonda, L. (2023). Challenges and opportunities in rapid 
disaster research: lessons from the field in New Mexico and Vanuatu. Frontiers in sociology, 8, 983972. 
https://doi.org/10.3389/fsoc.2023.983972
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Challenges with Disaster Research

https://doi.org/10.3389/fsoc.2023.983972


NIEHS is part of the National Institutes of Health
Located in Research Triangle Park, North Carolina
Mission—…is to research how the environment affects 
biological systems across the lifespan and to translate this 
knowledge to reduce disease and promote human health.
Created in 2014
Website: https://www.niehs.nih.gov/
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NIEHS Disaster Research Response (DR2) 
Program Overview

https://www.niehs.nih.gov/


Leads U.S. efforts and works with global partners to 
empower timely human health research in response to 
disasters and public health emergencies through:
Funding and resources to facilitate collection of perishable post-event 

exposure data.
Access to a collection of over 500 curated research surveys and tools, 

including a RAPIDD Protocol Designer, through the DR2 Program webpage.
Connection to a DR2 Community of Practice of researchers and public 

health practitioners.
Training & Education materials, workshops, and symposia.
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NIEHS Disaster Research Response (DR2) 
Program Overview (cont.)
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NIEHS Funding Information Website: 
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/programs/disaster/funding-opportunities

Funding Opportunities 

https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/programs/disaster/funding-opportunities
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DR2 Resources Portal 
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Research Resources--Protocols
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Global School-Based Student Health Survey 
(GSHS): Questionnaire (cont.)
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Global School-Based Student Health Survey 
(GSHS): Questionnaire (cont.)
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Global School-Based Student Health Survey 
(GSHS): Questionnaire (cont.)
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Resource for disaster researchers
Approved in 2015
Goal to establish human subjects research 

protocol as basis for future research 
response during or immediately after a 
disaster

Rapid Acquisition of Pre- and Post-Incident 
Disaster Data (RAPIDD) protocol
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RAPIDD Protocol Designer Outline



DR2 Environmental Health Sciences Network
Intra-NIH Disaster Interest Group (IDIG)
Annual Federal Interagency Disaster Research Meeting
National Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) The Action Collaborative 

on Disaster Research
International Initiatives

 Follows principles of Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 and the Global Health 
Security Agenda
Supports efforts of international researchers, governments, and organizations to promote 

understanding of disaster risk, capacity, exposure of persons and assets, hazard characteristics, and 
the environment.
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Community of Practice



Reports
Workshops
Institutional Review Board Preparedness for Disaster Research 
NIEHS Worker Training Program Resources
Links to other training resources
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Education and Training



Articles & journals
Bioethics
Databases
Library
Outreach, community and leadership
Protocols
Research partners
Software programs
Technology transfer
Training and visual guides
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Resources
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