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17 July 2013
Minutes
Present: Chairman Roger Newall, Vice Chair Archie Garcia, Steve Overman, Nicholas Pisano, Stephen Asher, Pat Gaston,
Absent: Lloyd Calderon, Elise Wheeler, Ken O’Keefe, Brian Leen
Chairman Newall announced the passing of Elise Wheeler’s husband.

June 2013 Minutes were accepted as submitted.  
Archie Garcia announced the Veterans Procurement Assistance Center has moved from 1314 Maderia SE to 2727 Tingley Beach which was formerly the Downtown Revitalization Office. 

The Hire a Vet article appeared in the Albuquerque Journal over the weekend.  Archie asked members to refer veterans for future articles. 

Open discussion on creating jobs for veterans: 

Since the majority of the residents in the state reside in Albuquerque, Nicholas recommends Mayor Berry request funding from the State’s “Rainy Day Fund” to put veterans to work and develop an infrastructure investment for the community such as Public Works.  Projects would eliminate urban decay and create a positive business environment. A more aggressive approach needs to be taken to address the problems of unemployment and lack of business development in the city/state. 

Ms. Gaston also suggested setting up a meeting to educate employers on the benefits of hiring veterans. 

The Albuquerque Journal had an article stating veterans continue to experience problems with understanding an application, PTSD problems that may overshadow their abilities and lack of soft skills.
There is not a transition period for many veterans leaving the military.

There will be less and less full time positions available for veterans.

Chairman Newall will relay the recommendations to Mayor Berry.

Albuquerque Veteran Employee Coins

There have been 327 employees who have signed up for the Veterans coin. It has been difficult for Chairman Newall  to meet with APD, AFD and Transit due to employee schedules. 

2013 Secretary of Defense Freedom Award 

The Albuquerque Fire Department received the “Above and Beyond Award” from the National Guard and Reserve Forces and also nominated to represent New Mexico for the prestigious Public Sector Employer - 2013 Secretary of Defense Freedom Award.  The Secretary of Defense Employer Support Award is the highest recognition given by the Secretary of Defense for an employer’s support provided to their employees who also serve in the National Guard and Reserves. 

The award was created to publicly recognize employers who provide exceptional support to their National Guard and Reserve employees. It is the highest in a series of employer recognition awards given by the Department of Defense. 

The Freedom Award is presented annually to the nation’s 15 most supportive employers, 5 winners in each category. The winners will be recognized during a special ceremony hosted by the Secretary of Defense in Washington, D.C in September 2013. AFD Lieutenant Erik Rasmussen from Rescue 16, nominated AFD for the coveted award. 
Hiring Preference
We are still changing over to the new computer system.
Projects

No new projects to announce.
Membership

There are two vacancies on the Board.
Next Advisory Board Meeting
August 17th, 2013 
Archie will be sending an invitation to an Open House once he is settled in.
Henderson House - Pat Gaston, Director

Henderson House is a YWCA Transitional Living Center in Albuquerque for homeless women veterans. The first of its kind in the nation, the five-bedroom house has 3,200 square feet and will house up to 10 women, including those with children. Residents at Henderson House work with a case manager to set and achieve goals. Services they receive include general counseling, career counseling/job training, life skills/parenting classes, cooking/nutrition instruction, etc. 
Families (no spouses) can stay for up to two years, but the goal is to establish independence within 12 months. The YWCA provides childcare so their mothers have time to successfully participate and complete the program. Henderson Home was donated to the YWCA Middle Rio Grande by Vietnam veteran Don McLeod. 

The Military Order of the Purple Heart organization paid for the landscaping and a television.  Ms. Gaston can make arrangements to provide a visit by members.  The organization also provides private counseling for tenants.

Archie stated VPAC is considering a donation to the Henderson House and requests a financial summary. Pat stated the greatest need is for vehicle repair and maintenance.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 10:18am
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