8.                      Veterans and Military Affairs Advisory Board 
New Mexico Veterans’ Memorial 
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21 August 2013
Minutes
Present: Chairman Roger Newall, Vice Chair Archie Garcia, Stephen Asher, Pat Gaston, Ken O’Keefe,


Brian Leen
Absent: Lloyd Calderon, Elise Wheeler, Nicholas Pisano, Louis Tafoya
Chairman Newall called the meeting to order – No Quorum

June 2013 Minutes were accepted with the corrected address 2700 Central SW for the Veterans Procurement Assistance Center.  Ms. Gaston requested clarification for the statement, “There is not a transition period for many veterans leaving the military.”  There is a transition period for retiring veterans.

Albuquerque Veteran Employee Coins

There have been 340 coin requests; 175 -180 coins have been presented to employees.  It has been difficult for Chairman Newall to meet with APD and AFD.  Archie asked about the possibility of posting City employee veteran status information on the web site.  Roger was uncertain if the information could be made available but will follow up.
Hiring Preference
We are still changing over to the new computer system.
Membership

There are two vacancies on the Board.  Members were asked to submit names of individuals interested in being on the Board.
Projects

September 7th – Step Up Community Walk at the New Mexico Veterans’ Memorial 9:00am – 10:00am 

September 8th – Blue Star Mothers sponsoring a walk at Balloon Fiesta Park

October 17 & 18 – Stand Down at Noon Day Mission – Mary/Air Force will provide lunches – Veterans only on Oct 17th , clothing, offering shots, haircuts, legal assistance, etc.
On or about November 15th – The National Christmas Tree will be passing through Albuquerque.  
Mayor’s Initiative to End Homeless for Veterans 
Pat Gaston is coordinating a program to assist Veterans who are homeless is similar to the Mayor’s initiative, Albuquerque Heading Home, which is a multi-step plan that incorporates hundreds of volunteers, the business community, non-profit organizations, hospitals, and the faith community. 

Next Advisory Board Meeting
September 18, 2013 
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 10:15am
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