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WHAT THIS MEANS FOR RECYCLING

~31% 

contamination

5-7%

PAST 
residual (cleanliness)

acceptance

~31% contamination

0.5%

PRESENT
residual (cleanliness)

acceptance
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RECYCLED VALUE
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TOTAL RECYCLING COLLECTED
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Recycling Processing Income (loss) per ton
Fiscal Years 2007-2020
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HOPE FOR RECYCLING

Source: The Recycling Partnership

EXAGGERATED
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HOW TO REDUCE CONTAMINATION
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• ET landfill cover 

design first of its kind 

in NM

• Source of Materials: 

City diverted green 

waste into woody 

mulch 

• 75,000 cy of wood 

chip mulch to 

complete this project 

over the next 5 years

• Research has shown 

that wood chip covers 

reduce GHG 

emissions 



GREEN WASTE AND WASTE REDUCTION
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• Remember the top 6 

recycling 

contaminants 

• Utilize Recycle Coach 

• Talk to family and 

friends


