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USE OF CANINE UNIT 
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POLICY:

Department policy is to utilize the Canine Unit to search buildings for intruders, to track wanted subjects, and to assist in crowd control.

RULES:
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ON CALL STATUS

Canine Units are on call 24 hours per day via Communications. If no Canine Unit is on duty, an on-duty area supervisor must give approval before calling out the Canine Unit.
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ON-SCENE COMMANDER

If present, the supervisor of the Canine Unit will be in charge of any operation utilizing the Canines. A superior officer at the scene may assume command if the Canine Unit supervisor is not present.

If a Canine handler is requested to do something which he/she feels should not be done, the handler will inform the superior officer and state the reasons. If the superior officer allows the order to stand, the handler will attempt to comply. The superior officer will be totally responsible for any such action.
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CANINE UNIT SERVICES

A. 
Building Searches

1. 
The primary duty of the Canine Unit is to search buildings for  intruders. 

2. 
During the Canine Unit's normal working hours, a Canine Unit will  be dispatched to all commercial and school silent alarms. 

3. 
A Canine Unit will be utilized to search all commercial buildings  and schools where a point of entry is found or the suspect is  believed to be in the building. 

4. 
As soon as a point of entry is found, the building will be  secured and no one will be allowed to enter the building until  the Canine has arrived.

5. 
In the event a commercial business appears secure, the business  will be searched by canines only after:  

a. 
It is determined that there is a strong possibility that the  alarm is valid.  

b. 
It would be impractical to conduct a search by officers due  to building design.  
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c. 
The owner/manager arrives and requests the search, in concurrence with the officer at the scene.  


d. 
Approval has been granted by an on-duty area supervisor. 


6. 
One patrolman will enter the building with the Canine team and  stay with the handler during the entire search to cover the  handler and make the apprehension.

B. 
Crowd Control

1. 
Canines are effective when used to control crowds in a large  area, but will not be used while working in a confined area in  conjunction with officers. 

2. 
The Canine Units will only be utilized in controlling riots or  civil disorders when it is shown that uniformed officers cannot  control the crowd and the crowd is a threat to the safety and  well being of the community. 

3. 
If Canine Units are to be used, they should be used prior to the introduction of chemical agents. 

4. 
The crowd will always be given an exit route and will be moved in  that direction. 

5. 
Field officers will stay away from the dogs in crowd control  situations, as the dogs become very agitated. 

6. 
Field officers will stay behind a line formed by the Canine  Units.

C. 
Narcotics Detection

Vehicles, buildings, packages, and open areas can be searched for marijuana, cocaine, and heroin by the Canine Unit.

D. 
Tracking/Area Searches

Canine Units can be utilized to track a subject and search for articles associated with the subject in an area.

1. 
Officers should remain out of the area to prevent contamination  if a canine unit is to be utilized. 

2. 
The Canine Unit should be called to the scene as quickly as  possible while the subject's scent is still fresh.

E. 
Apprehension of Fleeing or Resisting Subjects

1. 
Canine units can be used to apprehend persons fleeing or  resisting arrest, when there is reason to believe that the  subject(s) has committed a felony. 

2. 
The decision to utilize the canine for apprehension will be based  on the threat posed by the subject. The age of the subject (i.e.  juvenile) will not preclude the use of the canine, but should be  considered in evaluating the threat the subject poses.
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