ALBUQUERQUE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

* PROCEDURAL ORDERS* 


2-42 
HOSTAGE, BARRICADED SUBJECT, AND SNIPER SITUATIONS 

POLICY: 

In hostage, barricaded subject, and sniper situations, it is department policy to protect citizens and officers and to arrest the subjects involved with a minimal amount of danger. 

RULES: 
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HOSTAGE, BARRICADED SUBJECT, AND SNIPER SITUATIONS 

[7] 

A. 
Field Services Officers Duties and Responsibilities 

1. 
Notify a supervisor and Communications as soon as possible. 

2. 
Request immediate backup. 

3. 
Set up a containment perimeter, to exclude all pedestrian and  vehicular traffic. 

4. 
Maintain radio contact. 

5. 
If deemed necessary, evacuate citizens from within the perimeter. 

6. 
If necessary, begin negotiations with the suspect(s). 

 


7. 
Officers shall not:  

a. 
Take any unnecessary action until a supervisor or the Tactical Team arrives. 
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b. 
Exchange themselves for hostages or surrender their weapons. 

 


8. 
Officers should not:  

a. 
Conduct face to face negotiations.  

b. 
Allow the offender(s) to leave the area with the hostages,  except under the most extreme circumstances. If there is a  possibility that the offender(s) can leave the area,  preparations will be made to provide surveillance and control  of travel routes. 

9. 
In Barricaded-Subject Situations officers should not enter a  dwelling to arrest a barricaded subject unless special conditions  warrant entry, such as the preservation of life. 

B. 
Field Services Supervisor Duties and Responsibilities 

1. 
Request sufficient manpower to handle the call. 

2. 
Set up a command post in an appropriate area. 

3. 
Call out the Tactical Team. 

4. 
Retain command until the arrival of the Tactical Team supervisor. 

5. 
Ensure that Field Services units maintain an outer perimeter. 

6. 
If outside agencies are involved, ensure that proper  communications are established and maintained. 

7. 
Designate a news media area and assign a news media liaison  officer. 
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8. 
Obtain information at the scene as soon as possible,  including:  

a. 
Determining what has occurred.  

b. 
Who called, numbers and description of those involved, and  time of occurrence.  

c. 
History of subject(s) and hostage(s).  

d. 
What weapons if any, are involved.  

e. 
Whether witnesses have been identified and interviewed.  

f. 
Floor plans of any buildings involved. 

9. 
Turn over command of the scene to the Tactical Team Section commander or Tactical Team  supervisor upon their arrival. The Field Services supervisor  will then only be responsible for maintaining the integrity of  the outer perimeter. 

10. 
Remain at the scene for the duration of the incident, reporting  to the Tactical Team Section commander. 

C. 
Field Services Duties and Responsibilities 

1. 
Notify the Tactical Team, Tactical Team Commander, the Field Services  Area commander, who will advise the Chief of Police as needed. 

2. 
Secure a radio frequency for the operation. 

3. 
Notify rescue, ambulance, fire dept., and/or make arrangements  for surveillance equipment as needed, to stand by at the Command  Post. 

D. 
Tactical Team Section Duties and Responsibilities 

1. 
The Tactical Team Section Commander will assume command upon arrival. 

2. 
Notify the Department psychologist for negotiations, if deemed  necessary. 

3. 
Maintain an inner perimeter and negotiate with the suspect(s).  Weapons, drugs, and additional hostages are nonnegotiable items.  Other items may be negotiated. Negotiable items must have the  approval of the Tactical Team on-scene commander. The offender(s)  will not be allowed to leave the area with hostages. 

4. 
The Tactical Team on-scene commander will, if the situation requires,  establish a Tactical Operations Center (TOC).  The TOC will be a central point for the collection and dissemination of pertinent information. It will also act as a liaison point between the Negotiations and the Tactical  Response Teams. If other agencies are involved, the TOC will  provide liaison with them. 
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USE OF FORCE 

[7] 

A. 
Hostage Situations 


1. 
The safety of the hostages takes precedence over the time of the  officers deployed and the inconvenience to the community. 

2. 
If negotiations are moving in a positive direction and the  hostages are not deemed to be in immediate danger, negotiations  should continue. 

3. 
The amount of force necessary to ensure the safety of the  hostages is authorized when negations are moving in a negative  direction and the lives of the hostages seem to be in peril. The  Tactical Team on-scene commander may authorize a sniper assault or hostage rescue operation. 

B. 
Barricaded Subject/Sniper Situations 

The least amount of force reasonably necessary to resolve the situation will be employed. 

1. 
Barricaded subjects/snipers will be given time to surrender on  verbal request with consideration of the number of officers  deployed and the inconvenience and danger to the affected  community. 

[6] 
2. 
Chemical agents are authorized and recommended for deployment  when a barricaded subject refuses to surrender. If chemical  agents are to be used, the Fire Department will be notified to  stand by at the outer perimeter. 

[5] 
3. 
Additional force or entry into a building will be used only upon  the authorization of the Tactical Team on-scene commander. 
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