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POLICY:

An important crime prevention and information gathering tactic is the establishment by legitimate means of verbal contact by police officers with selected pedestrians and motorists.  The resulting field interview records are of great value to investigators in developing leads and establishing crime patterns.

PROCEDURES:

2-41-1
When a person is observed who, because of location, time, appearance or circumstances, or seems to the officer to be suspicious, a record of the event may be made.  One method to accomplish this is the completion of a Field Contact Card, PD form #3080.

A.
Field interviews shall not be conducted from vehicles.  Officers will assume positions during field interviews that afford them adequate protection.

B.
The person(s) interviewed should be properly identified, and their description and the circumstances of the interview documented on the Field Contact Card.



C.
Officers, at the end of their shift will submit the carbonized  (tissue) copy of the field contact card to their supervisor for routing to the Criminal Intelligence Unit.

2-41-2

MAINTENANCE OF FIELD CONTACT CARDS

A.
The originating officer may maintain the hard copy of the field contact card for a period not to exceed two years.



B.
The Intelligence Unit will maintain an alphabetical master file.  Officers may access this information by using the department's New World Computer System (Field Investigations) or by calling the Intelligence Unit.



C.
The Intelligence Unit will maintain field contact cards for two years from the card's originating date.

2-41-3 STOPPED/PARKED POLICE VEHICLES

If an officer in the performance of his/her duties is stopped, standing, or parked contrary to the city of Albuquerque traffic code, the hazardous lights will be activated unless it would jeopardize an investigation.
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