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RESOLUTION
AMENDING THE MARTINEZTOWN/SANTA BARBARA SECTOR DEVELOPMENT PLAN TO
PROVIDE A ZONING CLASSIFICATION,»SU-Z PR, FOR OFF-SITE RESERVED PARKING.

HHEREAS, the City adopted the Martineztown/Santa Barbara Sector
plan, as revised, in March 1990 through Council Resolution 22-1990; and

WHEREAS, the Council has the authority to amend such a sector
development plan; and

WHEREAS, it appears that providing a zone for off-premise reserved
parking will promote orderly development and expand development
opportunities 1n the sector development plan area; and

WHEREAS, the proposed amendment will promote the sector
development plan goals to maintain existing commercial development
while protecting the exsiting residential development; and

KHEREAS, the Environmental Planning Commission, in {its advisory
role has held a public meeting to seek public input on this amendment
and recommends approval. v
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL, THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF
ALBUQUERQUE:

Section 1. That the Zoning Subsection of the Martineztown/Santa
Barbara Sector Development Plan, Section III G. 1s amended to include
‘the SU-2/PR zone as follows:

SU-2/PR Parking Reserve Zone corresponds to the PR zone in tﬁé
Comprehensive Zoning Code with the following exceptions: ‘

A. A solid wall or fence at least six feet high shall be
erected on sides which abut land, other than public right-of-way land,

containing a residential zone and/or use.
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The Planning Commission shall approve all site development
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PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 16th___ DAY OF August , 1993.

BY A VOTE OF 9 FOR AND 0 AGAINST.
§ -
Vincent E. Griegu, ;resiﬁt
City Council

APPROVED THIS & DAY OF &!_’Z:{z . 1993.

Louis E. Saavedra, Mayor \

City of Albuquerque

City, Clerk
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CITY of ALBUQUERQUE
NINTH COUNCIL ‘
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Vincent E. Griego

RESOLUTION
ADOPTING THE  MARTINEZTOWN/SANTA  BARBARA  NEIGHBORHOODS  SECTOR

" DEVELOPMENT PLAN.

WHEREAS, under the terms of Section 3-19-1 et seq. of the New
Mexico Statutes Annotated (NMSA) 1978 and Albuguerque’s City Charter
as allowed under Home Rule provisions of the Constitution of New
Mexico, the Council has the authority to adopt component parts of a
master plan for physical development of areas within the platting
and planning Jurjsd'lction of the City; and

WHEREAS, such plans comprise a comprehensive plan which guides
Zoning actions o_f the City, as called for by Section 3-21-5 NMSA
1978; and

WHEREAS, the Council has recelved the advice of the
Environmental Planning Commission on the Martineztown/Santa Barbara
Neighborhood Sector Development Plan, as provided by the
Environmental Planning Commission Ordinance, Section 7-15-2 R.O.
1974; and

WHEREAS, the Council has reserved to itself the right to adopt
and approve a plan  for SU-2 areas, after advice from the
Environmental Planning Commission, as allowed under Section 3-19-1
NMSA 1978; and

WHEREAS, the plan is consistent with the Albuguerque/Bernalillo
County Comprehensive Plan; - and -

WHEREAS, the City of Albuquerque has the power to zone as
authorized by Section 3-21-1 et seq. NMSA 1978, and as allowed by

its Home Rule powers; and
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WHEREAS, the Council recognizes the need for sector development
plans to guide the City of Albuquergque and other agencies and
individuals 1o insure orderly redevelopment and effecti\)e
utilization of funds; and

WHEREAS, the Martineztown/Santa Barbara Neighborhood Seclor
Developmeni Plan was developed with the assistance of area property
owners expressed through public meetings.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL, THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF
ALBUQUERQUE:

Section 1. The Martineztown/Santa Barbara Neighborhood Sector
Uevelopmenl Plan, atlached hereto and incorporated herein by
reference is hereby adopted in all respects.

Section 2. The Martineztown/Santa ﬂarbara Neighborhood Seclor
Development Plan 1is a Rank III plan, as specified in Ordinance
43-1982.

Sectlon 3.  If any'section; paragraph, clause or provision of
this resolution shall for any reason be held to be invalid or
unenforceable, the invalldity or uneﬁforceab1lity of such section,
paragraph, clause or provision shall not affect any of the remaining
provisions of the resolution.

Sectlon 4. A1l orders and resoluttons, or parts thereof, in
conflict with this resolutlon are hereby repealed; ihis repealer
shall nol be construed to revive any order, resolution or part
thereof, herelofore repealed.

Sectlon 5. The provisions of the SU-2 zone for
Hart\neztoﬁn/Santa Barbara are amended as provided in the attached
plan. The officlal zone map, as referenced in Sectlon 7-14-46.C

R.0. 1974, s amended as shown in Map 18 of the attached plan.

171171
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PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 21st DAY OF February , 1990.
BY A VOTE OF S FOR 0 AGAINST.

Sfeve D. Gallegos, Presiden
City Council .

apPROVED THIS _ A~ oav of {ﬂfﬂ/ﬂ id. , 1990.

W 0 N O b W N

Touls E. Saavedra, Mayox
City of Albuquerque

-h b
- O

ATTEST:

- b
«w N

City Clerk
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Martineztown/Santa Barbara
Introduction

A. Executive Summary/Key Recommendations
Executive Summary

Martineztown/Santa Barbara is an urban village located in the heart of Albuquer-
que’s Center City (Refer to Vicinity Map 1). Much of the neighborhood still reflects its
19th century Spanish heritage. The neighborhood has maintained a degree of autonomy
from the wider Albuquerque community, contributing to its unique identity and inde-
pendence.

The Martineztown/Santa Barbara Sector Development Plan acknowledges the
neighborhood’s distinct characteristics and is intended as a significant step to preserve
and protect the community. The Plan represents a cooperative effort between area resi-
dents and the City.

The Martineztown/Santa Barbara Sector Development Plan addresses a comprehen-
sive set of issues affecting the neighborhood, ranging from social services to land use and
economic revitalization. The Plan defines issues and proposes steps for resolution in the
hope that improvements will be accomplished.

Key Recommendations

QO Create an Implementation Committee to monitor implementation of plan recom-
mendations.

Maintain the unique character of the neighborhood and promote greater neighbor-
hood involvement in community activities and internal affairs.

Promote awareness of existing senior programs and increase senior services where
needed.

Develop and implement a reuse strategy for the Santa Barbara School.

Establish Neighborhood Crime Watch Programs and increase Police presence and
enforcement in the neighborhood.

Promote drug prevention programs.

Improve streets and sidewalks in designated areas.

Redesign Broadway/Lomas intersection including landscape treatment.

Improve street lighting in the area.

Complete the storm drainage line between Edith/I-40 and Broadway Blvd.
Promote neighborhood stabilization by adopting SU-2 zoning which will help
resolve land use and zoning conflicts. ‘

Sell abandoned Barelas ditch to area residents for a minimal cost.

0 000000 Oo O O

NOTE: See plan sections for more detailed recommendations.
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B. Capital Improvement Priorities

Capital Improvement Project recommendations contained throughout the sector plan
are summarized in this section. Projects were rank ordered in conjunction with the
neighborhood Steering Committee who voted on community priorities. The following
table illustrates recommended projects. Responsible city agencies are outlined. Projects
shall be placed on the City Decade Planning Program, and will be implemented as re-
sources become available. The approximate cost to implement the projects listed in the
table is $508,000.00——the estimated total cost excludes the following items: #1-
Completed; #3-Underway; and #5-Cost not yet determined.

The Decade Planning Program is a handbook which provides guidelines for the
development of Department Capital Budgets for General Obligation Bond Elections, and
projections of Capital Projects for the City through the year 2000.

Martineztown/Santa Barbara

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

Ranking Description Responsible City  Est. Proj.  Est. Cost*
Agency Start :
1 Reuse of City Redev. 1989
Santa Barbara Division Human, Phase I Approx.
School Services Dept. Completed  $750,000
Building - Implementation
Committee
2 Replacelighting City Traffic Dept. 1991
on major streets
Edith $14,250
Mountain
Odelia
Broadway Commercial
I-40 underpass
3 Connect Storm City Public Works 1990
Drain-I iith to Hydrology $211,000
Broadway
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Ranking Description Responsible City  Est. Proj. Est. Cost*
Agency Start
Redesign City Public Works ~ 1990 $320,000.00
Broadway/Lomas  Traffic Engineering
Intersection State Highway Dept.
Landscape Parks and 1994 $50,000 to
Broadway, Recreation $150,000
Lomas, Edith, per block
Mountain Streets
Repair side- Public Works 1991 $25,000
walks and
complete
installation
Install side- Public Works 1991 Project cost
walks: to be financed
Lomas Edith by private
to I-25, Odelia adjacent
APS property, owner
Menaul South
side, Odelia
along Cemetery,
Mountain Rd. north
side, High to
I-25
Landscape Focal Parks and 1990- $10,000 to
points: Recreation 1995 $20,000 each
Menaul/Edith
Odelia/Broadway
Lomas/Edith
Lomas/Broadway
Install Bus Transit-Funding 1990 $650.00 ea.
Benches and CIP Sector Plan Bench
Shelters Implementation Fund $7,000.00 ea.
Shelter
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Ranking Description Responsible City  Est. Proj. Est. Cost*
Agency Start

10 Pave Stone Public Works 1990 $36,000
Street

11 Pave Towner Public Works 1991 $36,000
Street

12 Pave High Public Works 1991 $36,000
Street

*Cost estimates in 1988 Dollars.

C. Plan Boundaries

General
The Martineztown/Santa Barbara Sector Development Plan area is bounded by
Menaul Boulevard on the north, Lomas Boulevard on the south, the Santa Fe Railway

tracks on the west and Interstate 25 on the east. The Plan area is approximately 600
acres.

Legal

The Martineztown/Santa Barbara Sector Devclopmcnt Plan boundaries are as fol-
lows (Refer to Area Boundary Map 2):

Beginning at the intersection of the north right-of-way line of Lomas Boulevard NE
and the east right-of-way line of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway;

Thence, north along the east right-of-way line of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railway to the south right-of-way line of Menaul Boulevard NE;

Thence, east along the south right-of-way line of Menaul Boulevard NE to its
intersection with the west access control line of Interstate Highway 25;

Thence, south along a projected line from said intersection to the west access control
line of the Lomas Boulevard off-ramp of Interstate Highway 25;

Thence, southwest along the west access control line of the Lomas Boulevard off
ramp of Interstate Highway 25 to its point of intersection with the north right-of-way line
of Lomas Boulevard NE;

Thence, west along the north right-of-way line of Lomas Boulevard NE to the pomt
and place of beginning.

4
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D. Overview

Changing conditions in and around the neighborhood rendered the 1976 Sector
Development Plan and the 1978 Update obsolete. Zoning was of serious concern to the
City Planning Department and to many area residents, especially in the area south of
Mountain Road. Heavy commercial zoning created continuing pressure for commercial
development within residential areas, bringing into question the future of the residential
community. The availability of services and facilities is also an issue, as is the vitality of
the local business community.

The Martineztown/Santa Barbara residential community is generally stable. Census
data indicate that population turnover has been minimal. In fact, descendants of the
original settlers are still living in the neighborhood.

Significant landmarks contribute to the character of the area. San Ignacio Catholic
Church and Second Presbyterian Church were built in the early decades of this century
and continue to play a prominent role in the community. Both church buildings are listed
on the National Register of Historic Places. Other buildings are eligible for listing on the
Register, including a former community dance hall located on Edith Boulevard, and the
Santa Barbara School building (Refer to History Section and Appendix A).

New development has been attracted to Martineztown/Santa Barbara. Proximity to
Downtown, good freeway access and the availability of vacant and affordable land has
made the area attractive for development projects. Recent projects include the State
Employment Security Department facility, Sun Village Apartments and the projected
Gateway at Center City/ Madden development. '

Mixed land use characterizes the area. Over the years, residential, agricultural,
commercial and manufacturing uses have coexisted within the community. While mixed
use is consistent with traditional Spanish development patterns, the continuing encroach-
ment of heavy commercial businesses and open storage yards has been detrimental to the
residential quality in parts of the neighborhood.

The challenge for the Martineztown/Santa Barbara Sector Development Plan lies in
recognizing the neighborhood’s traditional development patterns while encouraging a
new direction. The City and the neighborhood must work together to establish this
direction in order to preserve the social fabric of the community.
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E. PlanPurpose

Plan Purposes

The principal goal of this Plan is the conservation and renewal of the neighborhood
and the revitalization of the local business community. The Plan is intended for use by
government agencies, residents, property owners and private organizations concerned
with planning and neighborhood improvement. Cooperation between neighborhood
residents, area property owners, business operators, and the City is key to successful plan
implementation. The 1976 Martineztown/Santa Barbara Sector Development Plan,
amended in May 1978, is replaced by this document.

The conservation and development of the City and of Bernalillo County is guided by
three types of plans. The rank one plan is The Albuquerque/ '

Bernalillo County Comprehensive Plan. It provides overall planning guidance for
the Albuquerque region and outlines policies to which all other planning documents must
conform. Facility and Area Plans are rank two plans; they establish development policies
for large sub-areas of the City. Sector Development Plans are rank three plans; they
serve as official guides for new development, redevelopment and conservation of neigh-
borhoods and must conform to the higher ranking plans.

The Martineztown/Santa Barbara Sector Development Plan, a rank three plan,
conforms to the goals and policies set forth in the Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Com-
prehensive Plan. The planning effort has been guided by the general goal outlined in the
Comprehensive Plan for Central Urban Areas:

“...to create a quality urban environment which perpetuates the tradition of identifi-
able, individual but integrated communities within the metropolitan area and which offers
variety and maximum choice in housing, transportation, work areas, and life styles, while
creating a visually pleasing built environment.”

Redevelopment and rehabilitation of older neighborhoods is an important compo-
nent of this goal.

F.  Goals/Objectives

The Martineztown/Santa Barbara Sector Development Plan promotes the preserva-
tion and enhancement of a traditional community. A sincere commitment and coordi-
nated effort combining public and private resources and actions will be necessary to
insure successful implementation of Plan goals and objectives.
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The following long-term goals and objectives should be achieved:

Goals

O Eliminate conditions which are detrimental to public health, safety and welfare.
Q Conserve, improve and expand housing availability to all families.

O Improve economic conditions through coordinated public and private actions.
Objectives
U Promote citizen awareness and use of available community services and facilities;

identify private organizations and public agencies responsible for service provision.

O Increase City awareness of neighborhood needs and ensure that responsible depart
ments and agencies are responsive to the community.

Q Expand social services to area residents, especially elderly care and child day-care
services.

O Improve awareness of police services and promote communication and cooperation I
between the Police and neighborhood residents.

Q Rehabilitate and expand infrastructure where necessary to accommodate new devel
opment and serve existing development.

Q Stabilize land use patterns and resolve land use and zoning conflicts.

Q Increase enforcement of City Ordinances.

Q Promote redevelopment of the residential neighborhood and economic revitalization
of the business community.

Q Promote on-going neighborhood involvement in the City planning process.
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G. Process

Basic research and data gathering for the Plan began in January 1987. Preliminary
research included a land use survey of the plan area and the distribution, collection and
analysis of business and residential questionnaires.

The public input process began with a general public meeting in August 1987 to
identify neighborhood concerns and solicit suggestions for neighborhood revitalization.
Two additional general public meetings were held. At the second meeting, City Redevel-
opment staff described the planning process and established a framework for an organ-
ized citizen participation process. At the final general meeting, the final draft plan was
presented to the neighborhood.

Organized community participation was based on a two-tiered committee structure
consisting of a Steering Committee and several Sub-Committees. The Steering Commit-,
tee guided the citizen participation process and coordinated the efforts of various Sub-
Committees. The Sub-Committees dealt with specific issues and reported their findings
to the Steering Committee.

The Steering Committee consisted of 13 voting members who were elected by their
peers. The voting membership consisted of 10 residential representatives geographically
distributed according to population and three business representatives selected at large
(Refer to Representation Areas Map 3/Organizational Chart-Table 1). Non-voting mem-
bership was voluntary and open to all area residents, business people and property own-
ers. All meetings were open to the public. The Steering Committee met regularly (ap-
proximately every other week) for a period of four months.

The Sub-Committees provided an open forum for neighborhood input. All meetings
were open to the public and informally structured to encourage participation. Each Sub-
Committee discussed one issue at length and formulated ways to address it within the
context of the Plan. Each Sub-Committee met once or twice (or more depending on the
complexity of the issue) and then forwarded their conclusions to the Steering Committee.

Redevelopment staff worked closely with the Steering Committee, providing techni-
cal assistance throughout the planning process. The Plan represents a successful public/
private effort. A determined effort was made to consider all viewpoints and develop
consensus therefore the planning effort took over two years to evolve. Plan recommenda-
tions were developed jointly by the Steering Committee and Redevelopment staff and
were supported by a majority of Steering Committee voting members.
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AREA (A)
population 827

tepresentatives:
4 resicential
1 business

AREA (B)

poputation 810

-representatives:
4 residential
1 business
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AREA (C)

population 466

tepresentatives:

2 residential
1 business . Map 3 I
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Public Facliities

Table 1
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Martineziown/Sania Barbara
Neighborhood Background & Character

A. Neighborhood History and Character

History

Martineztown/Santa Barbara is one of Albuquerque’s oldest neighborhoods. It
began as an agricultural sertlement in the early to mid 1800s. Don Manuel Martin
founded the community when he relocated his family from the Old Town area to the open
pasture land on the edge of the east mesa sand hills. Early development followed the
typical pattern of Spanish valley settlements with long, narrow parcels running perpen-
dicular to the Acequia Madre de los Barelas. The Bernalillo Road, now Edith Boulevard,
followed the acequia along its east side.

Plaza Martinez looking NW ca /900 Ms. Digne Gerow Collection courtesy of
Albuguergue Musewn:,

Arrival of the railroad in the 1880s created modern-day Albuquerque and brought
many changes to Martneztown/Santa Barbara. The railroad era signaled a gradual
change from agriculture 10 wage-based employment. Many area residents secured em-
ployment with the railroad and with other commercial operations that developed in and
around the neighborhood. Among the early businesses were two wool-scouring mills,
one of which opened in 1895 at the corner of Mountain Road and the Santa Fe Railway
tracks. A number of smaller, neighborhood-oriented businesses were also established,
including grocery stores, barber shops and general stores. Four dance halls operated in
the arca during the 1920s and 1930s.

11
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The Second Presbyterian Church and San Ignacio de Loyola Parish have figured
prominently in the community. The Second Presbyterian Church was founded in 1889.
The existing church building was constructed in 1922, four blocks south of the original
church site which was located at the curve on Edith Boulevard. Located next to and
affiliated with the Presbyterian Church, the Martineztown House of Neighborly Service
has provided a variety of social services to area residents since the 1920s. San Ignacio
Parish has also had a long and important history in the community. Area residents
assisted with construction (1913-1916) by laying adobe bricks and hauling water from the
acequia. San Ignacio was given official parish status in 1926.

San Ignacio Catholic Church 1989 (photo J. Lujan) and Martineztown Presbyterian Church ca 1900 (Ms. Diane
Gerow Collection courtesy of Albuquerque Museum) located on Edith Bivd.

Provision of municipal services and facilities began after the turn of the century.
The area south of Mountain Road was annexed into the City of Albuquerque in 1898, but
it was not until 1948 that the area north of Mountain Road was annexed. Santa Barbara
School, built prior to World War I, was part of the county school system and was later
acquired by the Albuquerque Public School District. In the late 1920s, Edith Boulevard
was paved, and the section of Odelia Boulevard from Broadway to Edith Boulevards was
constructed. In the 1930s, the Santa Barbara-Martineztown Community Center was built
at 1320 Edith which was later demolished. Water and sewer lines were extended to area
residents in the late 1930s.

Since its beginnings as an agricultural settlement, Martineztown/Santa Barbara has
been somewhat isolated and independent from the surrounding communities. The neigh-
borhood was distant from established development enclaves, and over the years physical
barriers have reinforced this separation. The marsh that once lay on the western edge of

12




Martineztown/Santa Barbara
Neighborhood Background & Character

the neighborhood (between Mountain Road and present-day Lomas Boulevard) inhibited
development and formed a natural barrier between Martineztown/Santa Barbara, Old
Town and downtown. The Santa Fe Railway tracks along with the interstate systems
have contributed to the areas physical separation from the adjacent communities.

Plara Martinez looking NE ca 1900 Ms. Diane Gerow Collection Courtesy of
Albugusrgue Museumn.

Today, portions of the community retain the look and feel of a traditional New
Mexico village. Many families still live on properties that have been handed down
through several generations. This continuity has contributed to the strong attachment
residents have for the neighborhood. Adding to the area’s unique character is a pattern of
winding streets and narrow, irregularly shaped lots, typical of many Spanish settlements.
This contrasts with the block-grid style of development which dominates post-railroad
Albuguergue.

The physical and economic condition of the neighborhood began declining after
World War II. Population decreased and a general deterioration of housing stock took
place. In the 1950s, much of Martineztown/Santa Barbara was zoned for commerce and
light manufacturing, thus accelerating the transformation of the community. At the time,
it was believed that downtown commercial and office uses would need room for expan-
sion. But the downtown core did not expand as anticipated. Instead, vacant land at-
tracted manufacturing, open storage and warchousing, rather than commercial or govemn-
ment office uses typically assogiated with downtown development. The abundance of
commercially zoned land and the resulting encroachment of commercial uses into resi-
dential areas & e encouraged land speculation and discouraged residential development
and reinvestment.

13
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Neighborhood Background & Character

Since the original zoning was established, residents have had several opportunities
to rezone residentially developed areas. In the 1960s, the neighborhood had the opportu-
nity to participate in federal urban renewal programs. The community declined extensive
urban renewal activities and chose to retain primarily mixed zoning. During the prepara-
tion of the 1976 Sector Development Plan the community again elected to retain existing
zoning.

Since adoption of the 1976 Sector Development Plan and the 1978 Sector Develop-
ment Plan Update, a number of physical improvements have occurred. Recent improve-
ments include housing rehabilitations, realignment and paving of streets and development
of three area parks.

Historic Preservation

The history of Martineztown/Santa Barbara is expressed by its built environment.
Several neighborhood buildings have significant historic and architectural value; approxi-
mately two-thirds of the residential structures were built before 1950 (Refer to Age of
Residential Structures Table 15). These older structures contribute to the distinct charac-
ter of the neighborhood and illustrate various stages of Albuquerque’s history. Recogni-
tion and preservation of such structures can add to the strength and identity of the neigh-
borhood and to the heritage of the entire community.

Old dance hall on Edith Blvd. near Mountain Rd. Destroyed by fire in 1 989. Was eligible
for the Historic Register In 1989. (Photo by J. Lujan)
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The architectural resources of the Martineztown/Santa Barbara were surveyed and
evaluated in 1980 by the City and state-sponsored Historic Landmarks Survey. The
Historic Landmarks Survey identified six buildings which are eligible for listing on the
New Mexico State Register of Cultural Properties and the National Register of Historic
Places. Two potential historic districts were identified, and several other buildings were
deemed to have some historic or architectural interest (Refer to Historic Structures Map
4).

Listing on the National Register of Historic Places qualifies property owners for
federal tax credits when registered buildings are used for profit-making activities (com-
mercial business or rental residential). Other criteria must also be met. Listing on the
State Register of Cultural Properties also qualifies private homeowners for income tax
credits from the state on approved. Placement on the historic registers does not, however,
impose restrictions on use or on renovation unless state or federal permits or funding are
involved. '

Although only a few structures in Martineztown/Santa Barbara qualify for historic
designation (Refer to Historic Structures Map 4), successful nomination to the historic
registers would promote recognition of historic value and encourage preservation efforts.
Preservation of historic properties often stimulates reinvestment in nearby properties and
encourages a positive neighborhood attitude as residents begin to recognize the important
role their area has played in the history and development of the city. The renovation of
historic buildings and neighborhoods has contributed to neighborhood revitalization in

other older areas such as Huning Highland (south of Martineztown between Grand and
Coal) and Old Town.

Refer to Appendix A for a complete listing of historically significant structures and
potential historic districts in the Martineztown/Santa Barbara neighborhood.

Overlay Zones

During the planning process, interest was expressed by some residents in establish-
ing either a historic overlay zone or an urban conservation overlay zone in the southern
portion of the plan area. The general purpose of overlay zones is to protect or conserve
distinctive neighborhood qualities through the use of design guidelines. Overlay zones
typically regulate design on both new construction and exterior remodeling projects. The
regulations are developed by Redevelopment Division staff in conjunction with area
property owners, residents and local historic preservation consultants.

Establishing overlay zoning requires a community commitment to preservation.
Overlay zoning regulations are tailored to specific neighborhood conditions and must be
based on clear, community-backed objectives. At the time of the planning process,
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citizen interest in overlay zoning was insufficient to justify further exploration of specific
overlay zoning alternatives. While the architectural and historic resources of the neigh-
borhood are significant (Refer to Appendix A), efforts to conserve these assets must be
initiated and supported by the neighborhood.

Information regarding historic preservation, including overlay zoning and nomina-
tion procedures to the state and national historic registers, is available from the Redevel-
opment Division.

B. Population Characteristics

Demographic statistics are from the 1980 Census; up-to-date statistics will not be
available until the results of the 1990 census are published. Since available statistics are
out-dated, they probably do not accurately reflect neighborhood conditions and cannot be
used as a basis for detailed analysis. They are included to provide an approximate idea
of the area’s social and economic composition.

In 1980, Martineztown/Santa Barbara had 2,132 residents. Estimates for 1985
showed a 3% decrease (Refer to Population By Year Table 2); however, the Sun Village
Apartment Complex has substantially increased the population within the sector plan
area. Tables and charts included in this Plan do not reflect this increase.

The population profile of Martineztown/Santa Barbara was similar to the City in general
with some exceptions: the 1980 Census reported a higher percentage of people of Span-
ish origin-85.3% and of bilingual speakers-70% than the City as a whole; the neighbor-
hood had a greater percentage of people under 18 and over 65 years old than the City
average (Refer to Race and Ethnicity Table 3 and Age Composition Table4); and the
number of graduates from high school was half the City average.

C. Survey Results

To gauge neighborhood concerns, a neighborhood survey and a business survey
were conducted by the Redevelopment Division. Survey results enabled staff to direct
the citizen participation process on issues relevant to the neighborhood. Refer to Appen-
dix C for sample copies of both questionnaires.

Neighborhood Survey Results

Questionnaires printed in both English and Spanish were mailed to approximately
525 property owners and residents in July 1987. The response rate was slightly over
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22%. Ninety-one percent of the respondents were homeowners. On the average, re-
spondents reported that they have lived at the same address for 28 years. Sixty-four

percent of the residents reported that they have completed high school, college, or post-
graduate studies.

Twenty-eight percent of respondents reported to have been victims of crime within
the last year. About 89% informally watched their neighbor’s properties, and 85% were
interested in joining an organized neighborhood crime-watch program.

Most respondents expressed satisfaction with the existing bus service, however,
60% expressed a need for bus stops and benches. Many residents felt additional bus
service was needed along Edith and Mountain. Another concern was insufficient street

lighting, particularly on Edith Boulevard and the I-40 underpass (Refer to Survey Re-
sults Appendix C). .
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Business Survey Results

The City Redevelopment staff hand-delivered questionnaires to approximately 100
businesses located in the Martineztown/Santa Barbara neighborhood. Forty-eight percent
of the businesses responded. Among the respondents, the businesses averaged 21 em-
ployees, most had been at the same location for at least 10 years. Approximately half of
the respondents said they own the property on which they conduct their business.

According to business owners, crime was the area’s dominant problem. Sixty-seven
percent of the responding businesses indicated they had been robbed and/or vandalized in
the last two years.

Inadequate garbage pick-up is a problem for 30% of the business respondents.
Slightly over half the business owners who responded complained of infrequent or non-
existent weed and litter control.

Despite these problems, most of the responding businesses planned to remain in the

area. About 66% of the respondents indicated that their businesses experienced increased
sales over the preceding calendar year. Only two businesses indicated a decrease in sales.
Fifty-nine percent of the business community expressed an interest in establishing a
business association in the Martineztown/Santa Barbara area. Forty-two percent ex-
pressed plans to expand or remodel their businesses (Refer to Survey Results Appendix
0.
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A. SOCIAL SERVICES

1. Elderly

According to 1980 census data, the percentage of elderly living in the Martineztown/
Santa Barbara Neighborhood exceeded the City average by 2.2 %. The number of senior
citizens living alone was unusually high as compared with the rest of the city.

Many elderly citizens were uninformed about available services according to the

City Redevelopment Planning survey completed in accordance with this plan. The State -

'Human Services Department, Social Services Division, Martineztown House of Neigh-
borly Services, La Amistad and Catholic Social Services provide programs for area
elderly. These programs are partially funded by the State of New Mexico, City of Al-
buquerque, Archdiocese of Santa Fe, Flynn Foundation, Levi Strauss Foundation and
United Way. In addition to noon meals, a variety of recreational and educational services
are available, such as trips, dances, parties, picnics, arts and crafts, programs on educa-
tional topics, health screenings (blood pressure, anemia, etc.), transportation, legal serv-
ices, information and referral, counseling and home care. The elderly should be made

- aware of these services through a neighborhood handbook or newsletter. '

Expansion and improvement of existing senior services was discussed in the public
meetings. Service expansion would require increased funding for the House of Neigh-
borly Services and La Amistad. The City Human Services Department is currently
- investigating the possibility of a new senior satellite facility in the area.

Recommendations:

1. The City Office of Senior Affairs with input from the Implementation Com-
mittee shall encourage the use of existing services by conducting an on- going
neighborhood outreach program.

2. The City Office of Senior Affairs with input from the Implementation Com-
‘mittee shall assess existing senior programs for possible expansion and/or reo-
rientation.

2. Santa Barbara School

The Santa Barbara School building is one of the few remaining pre-World War I
Bermnalillo County schools in the metropolitan area. The school has been placed on the
State Register of Cultural Properties and nominated to the National Register of Historic

21




Martineztown/Santa Barbara
Issues & Recommendations

Places. Although its appearance changed considerably since it was built as a two-room
adobe school house in 1908, for the last sixty years it has remained structurally unaltered.
The Albuquerque Public Schools took over the County schools in 1947 and eventually -
closed the school in 1971. The school district continued to use the building for fifteen
years after its closure as a special education and services center. In 1986 the school was
vacated.

Martineztown/Santa Barbara residents expressed concem for preserving and reusing
the Santa Barbara School, a well-loved neighborhood landmark, for community uses.
Many of the residents who participated in neighborhood meetings were former Santa
Barbara students who still live in the area and have a special tie to the building. At the
request of the Santa Barbara neighborhood, the Redevelopment Division initiated a

" redevelopment process directed at saving and re-using the school (Table 5 outlines this
process).

Santa Barbara School, 1420 Edith Bivd. NE. Listed on the Historic Register
September 1989. (Photo J. Lujan)

During the planning process, the Steering Committee and Martineztown/ Santa
Barbara residents emphasized the need for a community gathering area and a place to
hold neighborhood meetings. The development of a community oriented center would
help reestablish the neighborhood as a viable community. The proposed rehabilitation
and reuse of the Santa Barbara School building, purchased by the City October 1988,
provides an opportunity to establish such a center. Redevelopment staff planners work-
ing with a neighborhood liaison committee on this project completed a re-use feasibility
study for the building in spring 1989.
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The feasibility study identified senior housing and senior services for the building as
the uses most needed by the neighborhood and best suited to the building. Staff met with
neighborhood representatives, refined the proposed program, and identified possible
users for the school. These discussions with the neighborhood led to a proposal for
development of the land east of the school for affordable for-sale housing. Proposals
under consideration include space for neighborhood meetings and displays, as well as for
community service facilities.

A local architect prepared conceptual drawings and probable costs for housing, and
Redevelopment staff analyzed the costs for rehabilitation of the school. The total cost of
the school rehabilitation is estimated at $750,000. The for-sale cost of the housing is
targeted at between $45,000 and $60,000; targeted markets for the housing would include
a wide range of potential buyers — from retired seniors to small families buying their
first home. The State Legislature appropriated $350,000 in the 1989 session for the
school rehabilitation and the remainder of the funding will come from the City Human
Services Department for senior housing and services.

This unicjue three-way partnership between the neighborhood, the City, and the State
establishes a new trend in neighborhood revitalization. The project combines preserva-
tion of a neighborhood landmark and provides needed community housing and services.

Recommendations:

1. The City Human Services Department, the Implementation Committee and the
Neighborhood Association shall work jointly to establish a community ori-
ented center for Martineztown/Santa Barbara residents in the Santa Barbara
School building.

2. The Martineztown/Santa Barbara Neighborhood Association and Implementa-
tion Committee shall be kept appraised of progress of the Santa Barbara
school/site project and shall be included in the final decision-making process
regarding the re-use of the school and proposals for thc design and construc-
tion of housing on the rear parcel.

3. Day Care -

Availability of affordable child day care services is a pressing issue throughout the
city and across the state. Available services simply do not meet current needs and it is

doubtful that funding levels will be sufficiently increased in the foreseeable future to
resolve this deﬁcnency
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The State of New Mexico allocates federal funding for day care (Title XX Social
Services Block Grant) by subsidizing providers of day-care services for children from
low-income families. Funding levels within Bernalillo County are limited to 900 chil-
dren. Eligibility for the program is determined by the New Mexico Department of Hu-
man Services. The cost of day-care for each child is determined by family size and gross
income.

As of July 1986, the State payment for each Title XX child in a licensed day-care
center was $7.75 per day. Unlicensed providers receive half of this amount. For most
providers, this amount does not fully cover costs; many providers prefer not to take Title
XX children because of unwillingness or inability to absorb the additional costs.

The lack of extended care (before and after school) centers for school-age children
was an additional concern. Lack of transportation to and from the centers and scarcity of
- available slots make extended care services inadequate.

Twelve day-care centers, three licensed day-care homes, and one extended care
facility exist within a two-mile radius of Martineztown/Santa Barbara. An undetermined
number of unlicensed homes also provide day care to area residents. Day-care homes
with fewer than five children are not required to be licensed. Parents may be forced into
less than satisfactory day-care arrangements if they are unable to pay for the higher cost
of licensed centers. :

SANTA BARBARA SCHOOL
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Several organizations are addressing the needs for expanded child care in the Al-
buquerque community: the Bernalillo County Human Services Coalition, Carino Child
Care and Resource Referral and the New Mexico Association for the Education of Young
‘Children.

Recommendation:

The City Human Services Department in cooperation with Carino Resources and
Referral shall conduct an assessment of day care needs in the Martineztown/Santa Bar-
bara area.

B. EMPLOYMENT

Ninety percent of the Martineztown/Santa Barbara labor force is employed com-
pared to 94% of the Albuquerque residents. The 1980 census showed that 45% of people
eligible to be in the labor force (16 years old and over) were employed as compared to
60% of the City’s eligible population. The neighborhood’s 10.3% unemployment rate is
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over a third higher than the City’s rate of 6.4% (Refer to Employment Table 6). Table 7
indicates 1980 resident occupations for the neighborhood.

The high rates of unemployment and underemployment may contribute to a lower
standard of living for area residents. The statistics indicate that over one-fifth of the
residents lived below the Federal poverty level (Refer to Poverty Level Table 8). In
addition, the per capita income was less than half the city-wide average (Refer to Income
Level Tables 7 and 8).

C. EDUCATION

The Martineztown/Santa Barbara community is served primarily by Albuquerque
High School, Jefferson Middle School, and Longfellow Elementary School. The Career
Enrichment Center, located next to Albuquerque High School offers alternative school
programs to students from the entire Albuquerque Public School District. A small num-
ber of students from the northern section of the Plan area attend other schools.

The educational concerns of Martineztown/Santa Barbara residents include student
attendance and graduation rates, parental involvement at all educational levels, programs
for students from varying socioeconomic backgrounds, and drug education.

Table 11 indicates the relatively low education levels of the adult population in
Martineztown/Santa Barbara in 1980, as compared to city averages. This demonstrates
the importance of the availability and promotion of youtli and adult education and train-
ing programs for area residents. Table 10 reveals the high percentage of local households
in which Spanish is spoken as the primary or dual language. This may indicate that
Martineztown/Santa Barbara has retained a high level of its’ cultural heritage as evi-
denced by the significant number of bilingual speakers (Refer to Language Spoken At
Home Table 12). Albuquerque Public Schools prowdes English as a Second Language
programs at all grade levels.

Albu'querQue High School

Albuquerque High School and the Career Enrichment Center opened in 1975 and is
located between Odelia Boulevard and Mountain Road. The school facility replaced the
old Albuquerque High School which opened in 1914 at the corner of Central Avenue and
Broadway Boulevard. Albuquerque High School shares facilities with the Albuquerque
Evening High School which provides a variety of educational opportunities to students
from the entire Albuquerque Public School District.

28




Martineztown/Santa Barbara
Issues & Recommendations

For the past five years Albuquerque High has been part of the Albuquerque City
Center Schools Project, which provides additional financial assistance to the school. This
project has allowed for curriculum adjustments to better meet student educational needs.
Numerous incentive programs have been developed to encourage academic excellence
and regular attendance. Student recognition and awards programs offered to the student
body include Student of the Week Program, Excel Program, Academic Letter Awards,
PASS Program, Perfect Attendance Awards and Success Programs.

Albuquerque High School has an active Parent Advisory Council. The Council
meets monthly and has representatives from each of the neighborhoods in the Albuquer-
que High School attendance area, including Martineztown/Santa Barbara. Albuquerque
High has many other committees that actively involve parents from the community.
These include: Teen Health Clinic Parent Advisory Board, ACCS Coordination Council,
and Parent Volunteer Program.

In addition to scholastic goals, Albuquerque High School participates in programs
designed to address substance abuse. Major blocks of time are spentexplaining to stu-
dents the negative effects that drugs have on their bodies in required Health Education
Classes. Additional substance abuse programs include Faculty Against Substance Abuse-
FASA, Students Against Drunk Driving-SADD, and a major campaign by the Student
Government to have 100% of the student body sign contracts stating that they will not
involve themselves with drugs.

Albuquerque High campus recently received the “Excellence In Education Award”
by the United States Department of Education. The visiting team also expressed satisfac-
tion with the well maintained and clean facility.

Although physical conditions of Albuquerque High School are impressive several
concemns to further improve the site were expressed at the neighborhood meetings. Rec-
ommended physical improvements included the need for sidewalks on Mountain Road
and Odelia Boulevard (Refer to Public Facilities-Transportation and Traffic Section),
continuation of the annual campus clean up by APS (Refer to Public Facilities-Weed and
Litter Section), landscaping of the north side of the facility, and the need to stabilize the
western slope of the property (Refer to Landscaping Section ).

Jefferson Middle School

Jefferson Middle School, constructed in 1939, is located on the corner of Girard and
Lomas Boulevards. It serves approximately 860 students in grades six through eight.
The Jefferson School boundaries encompass much of the Martineztown/Santa Barbara
community and many of its middle school aged students attend Jefferson.
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Jefferson is proud of its association with the Albuquerque City Center School
Project. Monies and opportunities provided by the ACCS Cluster include: appropriation
of Home-School Liaison, a special “At-Risk” telephone hot line, valuable in-service
opportunities as well as numerous student and staff recognition awards.

In addition to a very stable regular education program, Jefferson Middle School
features extended gifted and enriched classes as well as numerous program for “AT-
Risk” students. The Fine Arts program is particularly noteworthy. The band, chorus, and
orchestra groups have continued to excel and are well recognized throughout APS.

In 1984, Jefferson was awarded the “Excellence in Education Award” by the United
States Department of Education. Since that award, the school has continued to empha-
size excellence throughout the curriculum. This is in part evident by the fact that CTBS
composite test scores have averaged 76% over the last three years.

Parents are encouraged to participate in all activities at Jefferson. Parents may
become active in the Program Planning Committee, the Albuquerque City Center Schools
Coordinating Council, or the Parents Advisory Council (PAC). Numerous other volun-
teer opportunities are also available for parents able to contribute their valuable time.

Jefferson has an excellent record and reputation over its 50 years of service to the
community. The schools population reflects a true “slice of Americana” and enjoys the'
benefits of a culturally, ethnically, religiously diverse group of students and faculty. The
school staff provides a safe, challenging, and fun environment in which to grow and
learn.

Menaul School

Menaul School sits at the northern edge of the Martineztown/Santa Barbara commu-
nity, on the north side of Menaul Boulevard between Edith and Broadway. The school
serves high school students in grades 8 through 12. The school’s long-standing connec-
tions with Second Presbyterian Church and its tradition of serving Hispanic youth make it
important in considering the community plan. Currently the school draws about 10% of
its enrollment from the Martineztown/ Santa Barbara area.

Founded in 1881 by Rev. Sheldon Jackson and reopened in 1896 by Rev. James
Menaul, the school is the embodiment of the Presbyterian Church’s attempt to reach and
educate minority high school youth. Menaul was one of the network of Plaza schools
established by the Church in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century. In 1971,
the school was entrusted by the Presbyterian Board of Missions to an independent Board
of Trustees. Originally established as a boarding school, the school still operates dormi-
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tories for 50 boys and girls, but currently 80% of the school’s approximately three
hundred students come from Albuquerque and the surrounding communities.

The school prides itself on “Educating for Life,” implemented through a program
that stresses core academics, physical education and fitness, and counseling and religious
life. The school maintains a pupil-teacher ratio of less than 12 to 1 in order that students
receive a personal and individualized education experience.

The long-range plan of the school includes opening a separate mid-school program
for sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students by 1991-92. With the ever-increasing day
student enroliment and the addition of mid-school, traffic flow and public transportation
are concerns that need to be addressed.

Longfellow Elementary School

The new Longfellow Elementary School building was constructed on the corner of
Grand Avenue and Edith Boulevard in 1982 on the site of the original building which
opened in 1927. Longfellow has been the District’s only magnet school in the entire
Albuquerque Public School District since 1981,

The Longfellow educational philosophy is based on the belief that every child is
capable and loveable. It is the mission of the school community to create a learning
environment which facilitates the development and stimulates the interests of each child.
The educational program is intended to develop and extend basic skills in communication
arts, quantitative thinking, environmental awareness, science, and social studies.

All Longfellow Elementary School classes from grade one to grade five are multi-
aged. Student placement in a class is for a multi-year period. All student placements are
the responsibility of team teachers. Every student placement is determined after a review
of a student’s skills, instructional needs, interests, special abilities, and talents. Other
instructional and support programs are available for children and adults include Spanish
Language Arts Instruction, Fine Arts Instruction, Day Care for Pre-School Children,
Extended Care Program for School Aged Children and Community Education Classes.

Longfellow Elementary School received the “Excellence in Education Award” in
1985-86. Longfellow was conferred this award as one of only 270 schools nation-wide
by the U.S. Department of Education under Secretary of Education, William Bennett.

32




Martineztown/Santa Barbara
Issues & Recommendations

D. CRIME

Crime was a major concern of area residents, property owners and business owners
based on surveys and numerous meetings with area citizens. Recurring problems in-
cluded substance abuse, burglaries, transients, insufficient police surveillance (particu-
larly during evening hours), slow police response time, and a perceived lack of overall
law enforcement. According to the Albuquerque Police Department statistics however,
area crime rates (in most categories) are not significantly higher than city-wide averages.
(Refer to Percentage of Total Reported Crimes Table 13). The discrepancy between
police statistics and neighborhood perception may be attributable to unreported crime.

Police Department representatives indicated that many crimes may be unreported
because some people believed their calls would not get results. In addition, there may be
confusion as to what constitutes an emergency situation. Since allocation of police
resources is determined by the number of calls received from an area, it is crucial that
residents and business people promptly report crimes. Life-threatening situations should
be reported to the emergency number, 911.
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Unreported crimes may reflect a lack of communication between residents and
police and a lack of understanding of police procedures. A first step in reducing crime
requires improving neighborhood and police relations. This can be accomplished through
community awareness and education programs.

Substance abuse, particularly among youth, is another problem identified by area
residents. Increased police patrols in the area might help ameliorate the problems associ-
ated with this activity. More effective drug education is needed in the community, as is
true nationwide.

Inadequate lighting in parks and along major streets may also contribute to the
perception of crime in Martineztown/Santa Barbara. Improved lighting would help
discourage crime in parks and residential areas. Street lighting is also addressed in the
transportation recommendations of this report.

Residents suggested that a police substation in the area may help to reduce the crime
rate. Martineztown/Santa Barbara is served by the Valley Substation located across the
river on Coors Boulevard. The City should consider the feasibility of building a substa-
tion in closer proximity to Martineztown/Santa Barbara.

An organized Neighborhood Crime Watch Program is an effective means of increas-
ing neighborhood safety and promoting a sense of community. The program is offered
city-wide. Assistance in organizing a Neighborhood Crime Watch Program is available
at the request of the neighborhood. Neighborhood Crime Watch Programs involve
community assignment of block captains and regular meetings with Police Department
representatives. A Neighborhood Watch Program is typically initiated on a block where
resident support is strong. Initial success encourages nearby residents to institute the
program in neighboring blocks. Businesses can also form Crime Watch Programs or join
with residents in an integrated business/residential program.

Recommendations:

1. The Albuquerque Police Department and the Office of Neighborhood Services
Crime Prevention Division shall work with the Implementation Committee to
promote community awareness of crime prevention techniques and improve
communication between the community and the police. Strategies include:

A. The Neighborhood Crime Prevention Division and the Implementation
Committee can encourage participants to report crimes or suspected
crimes by promoting a Neighborhood Crime Watch Program.
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E.

B. Provide appropriate Police phone numbers and other helpful crime preven-
tion information to encourage crime reporting and increase communica-
tion between area residents and the Police Department.

. Drug awareness programs should be expanded in the following ways:

A. The Implementation Committee and the Neighborhood Association should
“support drug education in the Albuquerque Public Schools.

B. Provide information regarding community drug awareness programs and
laws pertaining to the sale of inhalants to the neighborhood.

. The Albuquerque Police Department shall increase police patrols in the area.

Instituting regular patrols on Edith, Mountain Road, Hannett (park area), and
side streets may serve to further promote law enforcement and may help
reduce the incidence of crime in the area.

. The Albuquerque Police Department, the Implementation Committee. and the

Neighborhood Association shall work cooperatively to establish a Mi: -Valley
Police Substation that would be in closer proximity to the Martinezto. n/Santa
Barbara area.

PUBLICFACILITIES

1. Transportation and Traffic

Street and right-of-way conditions in Martineztown/Santa Barbara are generally

good. A number of street improvements were completed following adoption of the 1976
Sector Plan. Improvements included the paving of several neighborhood streets include
Granite and Sprunk; the repaving and installation of new curbs and gutters on Edith
Boulevard; and most recently the repaving of Broadway Boulevard. These projects
represented a significant commitment of City resources to the neighborhood, however
other important transportation related issues need to be addressed. Improvements recom-
mended at the end of this section however should not place undue strain on the property

owners.
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Streets

Several neighborhood streets remain unpaved. Portions of High, Stone, and Towner
Streets were not included in the improvement program initiated in the mid 1970s, and
should be paved. Unpaved streets create dust and contribute to drainage and erosion
problems. Inadequate curbs and gutters compound these problems and are especially
noticeable along Indian School Road between the Santa Fe Railway tracks and Edith
Boulevard. '

Sidewalks

Sidewalk installation and repair are much needed physical improvements in Marti-
neztown/Santa Barbara. The lack of sidewalks on streets close to Albuquerque High
School forces students and other pedestrians to walk in the streets or use narrow dirt trails
that parallel several streets. Sidewalks also need to be installed along sections of Lomas
and Menaul Boulevards. In addition, sidewalks need to be repaired on several residential
streets (Refer to Street and Sidewalk Conditions Map 5).

The lack of adequate sidewalks endangers pedestrians and discourages pedestrian
travel. Many sidewalks do not meet City code and should be brought up to minimum
standards. The repair and installation of sidewalks is consistent with City policies en-
couraging non-vehicular travel. In addition, adequate sidewalks will improve the street-
scape and contribute to an improved image of the neighborhood.

Intersections

Several intersections require study to determine whether signalization or design
improvements are needed to facilitate vehicular flow and access. The most troublesome
is the intersection of Lomas and Broadway Boulevards. Traffic flow is severely impeded
during morning and evening peak hours. Improved signalization and turn lanes are
needed to accommodate left turns in each direction. Safety improvements for this inter-
section, including left turn bays on Broadway, have been submitted to the New Mexico
State Highway and Transportation Department for funding. Any improvements to this

intersection should include sufficient landscaping treatment to establish it as a gateway to
the neighborhood.

The intersections of Menaul/Edith and Lomas/Edith warrant study to determine if
increased signalization will improve traffic circulation. Pedestrian safety and conven-
ience is a particularly important issue at the intersection of Lomas and Edith Boulevards.
The high speed and volume of traffic on Lomas makes pedestrian crossings dangerous,
particularly because this is an elementary school crossing. The crossing is also used
heavily by many of the areas elderly. '
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Measures to insure pedestrian safety should be studied and implemented as feasible.
Martineztown/Santa Barbara residents suggested an elevated walkway connecting the
north and south pedestrian areas along Lomas Boulevard to increase safety especially
among children and the elderly.

Traffic Intrusion

Martineztown/Santa Barbara is impacted by heavy and high-speed traffic as well as
by the intrusion of commercial vehicles onto residential streets. This condition is particu-
larly severe in the residential area north of I-40. Heavy commercial vehicles, including
tractor trailers, commonly use neighborhood streets like Arvada and Cutler as shortcuts
from Edith to Broadway Boulevard. These neighborhood streets are used because the
lack of signalization at the Menaul and Edith intersection makes left turns onto Menaul
Boulevard particularly difficult and dangerous for commercial vehicles.

The prevalence of businesses in the area contributes to the use of neighborhood
streets by nonresidents. To some extent the prevalence of commercial zoning makes this
problem unavoidable; however, the traffic impacts of new development projects in or
near the neighborhood can and should be regulated. Through the site plan review process
development proposals over two acres must demonstrate that increased traffic will not
adversely impact the residential neighborhood. This process will ensure compatibility
and help maintain the character of the area.

Signalization also affects traffic patterns. The Traffic Engineering Division warns
that installing traffic signals at the intersection of Edith and Menaul Boulevards or plac-
ing left turn arrows at the Edith/Lomas intersection may increase traffic within the neigh-
borhood. Improved access typically increases traffic volumes. Thus, enhanced signaliza-

tion at selected intersections may increase traffic-related problems rather than reduce
them.

The Long Range Major Street Plan, developed by the Middle Rio Grande Council of
Governments (MRCOG), guides transportation planning within the metropolitan area.
Map 6 indicates estimated traffic volumes of streets designated as collectors, minor
arterials and principal arterials. Both Menaul and Lomas Boulevards are principal arteri-
als. Both are major transportation corridors designed to carry high volumes of traffic.
Odelia and Broadway Boulevards are designated as minor arterials. These two streets are
also important in Albuquerque’s overall transportation framework, they are designed to
accommodate heavy commercial vehicles and high traffic volumes. Currently Odelia is
built to the railroad tracks where it stops, the possibility of extension across the railroad
needs to be studied. The only designated collector in Martineztown/Santa Barbara is
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Edith Blvd. looking south toward Mountain Rd. 1989. (Photo J. Lujan)

Mountain Road. As such, its function is to provide connections between major transpor-
tation corridors and residential areas. Edith Boulevard, however, is not a designated

arterial or collector south of 1-40; it is not designed to carry high traffic volumes or heavy
vehicles.

Freeway Access

At the present time, access to northbound Interstate 25 is not possible from east-
bound Mountain Road. As development continues to occur in Martineztown/Santa
Barbara and in the Downtown area, cross-over traffic on Edith Boulevard between Moun-
tain Road and Lomas Boulevard will undoubtedly increase. To avoid potential problems,
the feasibility and impact of modifying the Mountain Road freeway ramp to allow east-
bound access should be studied. Possible redesign of this ramp is particularly important
considering the proposed Gateway at Center City/Madden development, adjacent to I-25
between Lomas Boulevard and Mountain Road. Modification of the Mountain Road on
ramp was not, however, recommended by the recent Instate Highway Access Study
(IHAS, 1987). Changed conditions, however, may warrant a new study of least this
ramp. .

Street Alignment

The width and layout of neighborhood streets is another factor affecting transporta-
tion. A number of streets are very narrow, virtually squeezed in between houses. For
example, Martinez Drive, Maggies Lane and Sprunk Road have paving widths of only 12
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