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Appendix D. Redevelopment Tools
The appendix contains information about legislation and programs that can be used in Southwest Albuquerque to revitalize aging commercial areas.  
A redevelopment initiative would assess these alternatives and choose the tools most appropriate for the area.
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1. Metropolitan Redevelopment Act
The West Central Metropolitan Redevelopment Area (MRA) was 
established in May 2001 as authorized under the State’s Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Act.  An MRA is designed to help communities redevelop 
areas that are physically and/or economically deteriorated, unsafe, or 
poorly planned.  It is used as a tool to implement capital projects such as 
street and landscaping improvements, incentives for private investments 
and job creation, housing projects, parks, and open space. 

To be eligible for designation, an area must show evidence of blight, 
including poorly constructed buildings, faulty planning, deteriorated 
properties, an incompatible mix of uses, or improper uses of land. Public 
investment is used to stimulate private investment. In Albuquerque, 13 
MRAs are currently active and include the Downtown 2010 Core, Old 
Albuquerque High area, Sawmill/Wells Park, and Los Candelarias Village 
Center.  The West Central MRA includes properties that line Central 
Avenue (Rio Grande river to just west of Unser Boulevard), Old Coors 
Boulevard (Central Avenue to Bridge Boulevard), and the Atrisco Business 
Park.  

For designation as an MRA, the City Council acts on recommendations 
of a community-based committee and the Planning Department. These 
groups defi ne the geographic area and identify desired improvements. 
The plan is adopted by City Council and is implemented by the 
Redevelopment Agency using MR funds, bond money, state funding, 
CDBG money, and TIF money. The community provides input into 
planning and implementing redevelopment projects.  The Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Code (3-60A-1 to 3-60A-48 NMSA 1978) provides 
municipalities in New Mexico with powers to correct conditions within 
their jurisdictions that “substantially impair or arrest the sound growth and 
economic well being of a municipality….”  

The West Central MRA Plan, developed through an open public process, 
describes activities to be carried out in the MRA and the recommended 
implementation tools.  The MRA Plan identifi es the Old Coors and 
Central intersection and surrounding area as an “opportunity site” with 
a recommended redevelopment strategy to improve physical design 
improvements to create a more inviting, pedestrian-friendly environment 
and to provide additional space for convenient commercial and ethnic 
specialty businesses. 

Vacant land located within the West Central MRA presents an opportunity 
for infi ll development that may serve as a catalyst for further reinvestment 
in the corridor.  The City of Albuquerque can use MR funds to acquire land 
in order to facilitate this reinvestment.

2. Tax Increment Financing
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) is implemented by state enabling legislation 
to help local governments improve economically sluggish areas. The 
focus of a TIF is to create new development or businesses and to retain 
and improve existing businesses. An attractive feature of a TIF is that local 
governments can make improvements and provide incentives without 
tapping into general funds or raising taxes.  

A tax increment is the difference between the value of property before 
and after reinvestment in the property itself or in neighboring properties.  
If improvements are made within the MRA, the new increment of value 
is put into an MRA Fund. The increment can also be based on simple 
infl ation.

When a TIF project is set up, a base year is specifi ed and locked in. 
Money from the increment increases as district conditions improve. The 
Albuquerque Development Commission and City Council make decisions 
for projects based on community input.  The TIF stream of income can 
continue for up to 20 years. The City can bond against it as amounts 
increase.

The West Central MRA is already a designated TIF area.

3. Business Improvement District
A Business Improvement District (BID) is a special district that assesses 
additional property or gross receipts taxes on an area to fi nance services 
and improvements. Authorized under State law, only those properties that 
directly benefi t are taxed. The assessment is on commercial properties 
only, not residential or non-profi t.

BIDs have become a popular funding tool, with approximately 800 in 
operation worldwide. BID funds augment services that a City normally 
provides, e.g., clean-up, special events, security patrols. In Albuquerque, 
a BID has been in operation in the Downtown, and the Nob Hill/Highland 
area is considering one. To establish a Southwest Heights BID, the City 
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and businesses must realistically plan the types of services that will best 
improve the area and community perceptions about it. To establish a BID 
would require a community board and staffi ng.  In addition, 70% of the 
participating businesses must agree to the tax.

4. Community Development Corporation
A Community Development Corporation (CDC) is a non-profi t 
organization focused on a project or area for redevelopment.  Typically in 
Albuquerque, CDCs are centered on affordable housing. Examples are the 
Barelas CDC and United South Broadway.  

A CDC currently operating in the Southwest Heights is the West Central 
Community Development Group (WCCDG), whose boundaries are 
identical to the West Central MRA boundaries.  The WCCDG has been 
active since 2005 with the goal of obtaining community input to improve 
the West Central corridor for businesses, families, and the community 
as a whole.  The WCCDG is made up of ten neighborhood associations 
and two merchant associations and has successfully completed several 
projects, including acquiring funding for existing arch on Central at Coors; 
bringing Dion’s Pizza to Southwest Albuquerque; helping locate the 
Verizon Wireless call center in the old K-Mart building; acquiring funding 
for median landscaping along Central Avenue from the river to Unser; 
acquiring funding for three new arches on Central at 98th Street, Unser, 
and Old Coors; acquiring funding for pedestrian overlooks at the Central 
Avenue river crossing; and replacing and installing sidewalks along Central 
Avenue from the river to Coors.

Future efforts of the WCCDG include redevelopment of Old Coors and 
Central to become an ethnic, cultural, and historical center; infrastructure 
improvement; and attraction of new businesses, neighborhood 
development, restoration, and beautifi cation along the West Central 
Avenue corridor.

An effective CDC has a strong community board with a process that 
requires extensive public involvement. CDCs typically receive funding 
from HUD, other federal sources, and some City affordable housing funds.

5. City of Albuquerque Capital Implementation Program
The City’s CIP provides capital funding through a multi-year schedule of 
public physical improvements. The CIP administers funds for acquiring, 

constructing, replacing, upgrading, and rehabilitating Albuquerque’s built 
environment. For Albuquerque’s developed areas, the most visible changes 
may be seen in street improvement projects, but improvements also may 
include expansion of public safety facilities, libraries, parks and trails, 
senior and community centers. The main source of CIP funding is General 
Obligation Bond Funds. Every two years City residents vote on a new 
package of projects, most of which are approved. By ordinance, 1% of 
G.O. Bond funds are earmarked for public art projects.

Other major funding sources for capital improvements are: Enterprise 
Funds, primarily for the Aviation Department and for Water/Wastewater. 
Additional sources of funding include: Metropolitan Redevelopment 
Funds, Urban Enhancement Trust Funds for citizen-initiated cultural and 
capital projects.

6. Legislative Funding
Citizens can petition state legislators for State Capital Outlay Program 
funding for capital projects and planning.  The City Administration also 
meets with legislators to develop project lists that result in a package of 
capital projects. 

7. Federal Funding
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds remain a major 
source of funding for projects and programs. The City of Albuquerque 
Department of Family and Community Services receives $5 million per 
year from Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to pay for housing, 
commercial development, homeless programs, and some Capital 
Improvement Programs. The money is allocated by the Albuquerque 
Citizens Team, an appointed volunteer group that works with fi ve-year 
plans that are updated each year through a community hearing process. If 
a community group strongly supports a project or program, it may benefi t 
from an organized approach to requesting funding from the committee.

Other federal funds come from Economic Development Administration 
(EDA) grants from the Commerce Department. The community identifi es 
specifi c public projects, and then goes through an extensive application 
process that requires completed planning and preliminary design 
processes.
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8. Façade Programs
To improve the street appearance of businesses in specifi c parts of 
Albuquerque, façade programs have been implemented. CDBG money 
provides $2,000 to $3,000 grants to business for improvements to 
facades. CDBG monies also provide matching fund loans for $10,000 to 
$20,000 to businesses wishing to make more expensive improvements.  
The business owner must provide matching funds, but the loan amount 
is forgiven if the business still operates at that location in fi ve years. In 
the future, these funding sources may not be available due to cuts at the 
federal level, but if the area is designated an MRA, it may be legal to use 
other City and/or State funds such as MRA Funds.

Past and existing façade programs have frequently used funding for 
business signage. If a business fails, the investment is wasted, although the 
current CDBG requirements appear to favor funding signage over other 
improvements.
In considering the appropriateness of using public funding for 
rehabilitation of private enterprise, it would appear more logical for a 
façade program on West Central and Old Coors to work to benefi t the 
overall appearance of the corridors, which would still help the businesses. 



Appendix E. Additional Transportation Information
This appendix contains additional data about the street hierarchy for Southwest Albuquerque.
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Transportation Planning Network:  

The Classifi cation Hierarchy for Streets
Functional classifi cations of streets provide a simplifi ed 
hierarchy of the traffi c-carrying function of each street. The 
classifi cations are determined by the Mid-Region Council 
Governments in its role as the Albuquerque Metropolitan 
Planning Organization.

Interstate highways are continuous routes through multiple 
states.

Principal arterial streets provide long-distance continuous 
routes through metropolitan areas. 

Minor arterial streets • are continuous routes 
through urban areas. 

Collector streets•  have continuity over shorter 
segments, and gather traffi c from numerous smaller 
(local) streets. 

Local streets • are all other streets, usually either 
short in length or frequently interrupted by traffi c 
control stop signs or signals. 

Descriptions of each existing major street in Southwest 
Albuquerque and how the street functions in the regional 
or sub-regional network are shown in the table to the right.



Appendix F. Southwest Albuquerque Strategic Action Plan Technical Advisors
In the process of researching and writing the Southwest Albuquerque Strategic Action Plan the Planning Department project manager and her 
consultants worked with the following list of representatives of City and County Department and other agencies.  Some representatives participated 
more than others - attending meetings, work sessions, focus groups, and/or reviewing and comenting on drafts.  Others received meeting notices and 
information about plan drafts.  We apologize to anyone we may have inadvertently omitted.
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Tony Abbo New Mexico Department of Transportation
David Albright Bernalillo County – Public Works Department
Rebecca Alter Bernalillo County – Parks, Trails, and Open Space
Barbara Baca COA – Department of Senior Affairs
Theresa Baca COA – Department of Municipal Development, Trails
Attila Bality National Park Service
Deborah Bauman New Mexico Department of Transportation
Brad Bingham COA – Planning Department, Development/Bldg. Services
Priscilla Benavides New Mexico Department of Transportation
C. Berglund Bernalillo County – Parks Department
Ed Boles COA – Planning Department, Historic Preservation
Cynthia Borrego COA – Planning Department, Redevelopment
Richard Brito COA – Planning Department
Kevin Broderick Dept of Municipal Development, Traffic Engineering Operations
C. Burton AMAFCA
Suzanne Busch COA – Department of Municipal Development
Clay Campbell Bernalillo County – Parks Department
Adrienne Candelaria Bernalillo County – Parks Department
E. Chismar Bernalillo County
Julia Clarke COA – Cultural Services Department, Library 
Louis Colombo City Council
Kevin Curran COA – Legal Department
Timothy Cynova COA – Transit Department
Andrew De Garmo COA – Transit Department
Richard Dourte COA – Planning Department, Development and Building Services
Richard Duran COA – Fire Department
Karen Dunning COA – Family and Community Services Department 
Elizabeth Dwyer COA – Family and Community Services Department
M. Eckert Albuquerque Metropolitan Flood Control Authority 
Jay Evans COA – Parks and Recreation Department
Dierdre Firth COA – Mayor’s Office of Economic Development
Karen Fischer COA – Police Department 
Sanford Fish Bernalillo County – Planning Department Director
A. Gallegos Bernalillo County – Public Works Department
Wilfred Gallegos COA – Planning Department, Development and Building Services 
Andrew B. Garcia COA – Planning Department, Development/Building 
Juanita Garcia COA – Planning Department
Enrico Gradi Bernalillo County – Planning Department 

John Hartmann COA – Department of Municipal Development
Dan Hogan COA – Department of Municipal Development, Flood Control 
Susan Johnson COA – Council Services
John Kelly Albuqerque Metropolitan Flood Control Authority
Betty King Albuquerque Public Schools
Eileen Longsworth COA - Cultural Services Department, Library
Steve C. Lopez COA – Fire Department
Jack Lord Mid-Region Council of Governments
J. Lovato Albuquerque Metropolitan Flood Control Authority
Tony Loyd COA – Planning Department, Development and Building Services
Nathan Masek Mid- Region Council of Governments
Sheran Matson COA – Planning Department, Development Review Board
L. Mazur Albuquerque Metropolitan Flood Control Authority
Dave Miller Bernalillo County – Public Works Department
Steve Miller Bernalillo County – Public Works Department
Laurie Moye PNM
Deborah Nason COA – Planning Department, Public Information
Margaret Nieto COA - Environmental Health Department
DuWayne Ordonez COA – Parks and Recreation Department
Mike Plese New Mexico Department of Transportation
Michael Riordan COA - Department of Municipal Development
Rudy Rivera COA – Solid Waste Management Department
Frank Roth Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority
Nilo Salgado COA - Planning Department, Development and Building Services
Juan Carlos Samuel COA – Department of Municipal Development
Christina Sandoval COA – Department of Municipal Development, Parks
Gilbert Santistevan COA – Fire Department
Jim Satterwhite COA – Family and Community Services Department, Housing 
Matthew Schmader COA – Parks Department, Open Space Division
Jim Schwar COA –Family and Community Services Department
Steve Sink COA – Police Department
Al Soto COA – Planning Department, Redevelopment
Mark Sprick Mid-Region Council of Governments
Ed Stang COA – Department of Municipal Development, Bicycle Planning
Manjeet Tangri COA – Planning Department
Roy Turpen COA – Family and Community Services Department
K. Wagener Albuquerque Metropolitan Flood Control Authority



Appendix G. Planning Process Participants
The following list includes people who have attended meetings, focus groups, and design charrettes, as well as people who have received 
information, but might not have attended events.
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Mike Adams
Ozawa Bineshi Albert
David Albright
Albuquerque Interfaith
Mary Ellen Ainsley
Karen Alarid
Bill Allen
Becky Alter
Steve Anagnostakos
Andres Anaya
Jerry Anaya
Ramon Anaya
Lynn Anderson
Ramon Andrade
Teresa Andrade
Claudette Archuleta
Matthew Archuleta
Theresa Archuleta
Nadine Arellano
Chuck Atwood
Jeanette Baca
Ed Baca Green
Patrick Baca
Theresa Baca
Floyd Bachicha
Deneen Bair
Attila Bality
Maria P. Ball
Van Barber
Jack Bartlett
Fred Bass
Debra Bauman
Rick Beltramo
Priscilla Benavides P.E.
Javier Benavides
Isaac Benton
Douglas Bergevin
Diane Beserra
Antonio Bilotto
Charles & Sharon Bimer
Kay Birukoff
David Blanc
Suzanne Boehland
Candice Bogart
Debbie Bogosian
Isabel Bollinger

William Bracken
Kevin Broderick
Terry O. Brown
Bill Bumphrey
Chris and Jason Bushman
Howard Byrdsong
Chris Calott
Danielle Calvillo
Clay Campbell
Luis Campos
Adrienne Candelaria
Barb Carmona-Young
Michael Carrillo
Grady & Leighann Cashwell
Brad Catanach
Kelly Chappelle
Albert Chavez
Barbara Chavez
Cora Chavez
David Chavez
Emilio Chavez
Ernest Chavez
Larry Chavez
Leon Chavez
Mariano Chavez
Tony Chavez
Tiequan Chen
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Chodl
Julia Clarke
Carlos Contreras
Commissioner Teresa Cordova
Mark Correll
Karen Cotter
Doug Crandall
Elsie Crocfer
Greg DeAtley
Jennifer De La Garza
Mary Deschene
Andrew DeGarmo
Francisco J. Delgado ll
Richard Dineen
Norma Dizon
Stephen Dunbar
Kim Dunivan
Karen Dunning
Ilene Durkalski

Alan & Peggy Duvall
Elizabeth Dwyer
Zoe Economou
David Edwards
Cynthia Eggers
Anna Esquivel
Diego Espinoza
Renee Estrada
Sandra Estrada
Mary Jane Faull
Jacqueline Lauren Fernandez
Marcia Fernandez
Elsy Fierro-Sutten Miller
Sandy Fish
Jackie Fishman
Dorothy Gabaldon
Debbie Gale
Adella Gallegos
Carl Gallegos
Charles Gallegos
Jerry Gallegos
Lorraine Gallegos
Wilfred Gallegos
Ada Garcia
Andrew Garcia
M. Max Garcia
Miguel P. Garcia
Frederick Gentry
Mark and Jessyca Gering
Lee Ann Gibbs
Glen Goff
Florence Goldberg
Mr. Gonga
Art Gonzales
Debbie Gonzales
Oscar Gomez
Maggie Gould
Enrico Gradi
Dolores Griego
Eustacio Griego
Rosalia Griego
Tillie Gross
Kevin Grovet
Jaime Guerrero
Ginger Gutierrez
Charles Haegelin

Mary Lou and Robert Hall
John and Beth Hancock
Liz Hanlon
Mary Harnace
Sylvia Hayes
June Harner
Larry Heath
Danny Hernandez
Daniel Herrera
John Herrera
Tracy Herrera
Barbara Herrington
Marissa Hoffman
Andre Houle
Jody Horton
Laura Horton
Rene Horvath
Adele Hundley
Rick Jenkins
Chrissy Jeter
Carolyn Johns
Anthony Johnson
Susan Johnson
Joan S. Jones
Arnulfo Juarez
Margaret Kamp
John Kelly
Dixie Kessler
Betty King
Geraldine Kolman
Nick Kuhn
Philip Kuhns
Melissa Lama
Jared Larson
Amy Law
Maura Lewiecki
Dex Lewis
Rosa Lima
Eileen Longsworth
Blanca A. Lopez
Carlos Lopez
Senator Linda Lopez
Steve Lopez
Dennis Lorenz
Maria Lovato
Charles Lucas

Daniel Lueras
Paul Lusk
Daniel Lyon
Larry Madrid
Miguel Maestas
Paul Maestas
Steven Maestas
Oscar Marquez
Tanya Maldonado
George Marmolejo
Judy Martin-Tafoya
Jess Martinez
Jose Martinez
Pedro C. Martinez
Nathan Masek
Norman and Belinda Mason 
Bennie W. Matlock
Sheran Matson
Bob McCabe
Lani McCarson
Ethel and Hershell McCarty
Rory McClannahan
Joanne McEntire
Libby McIntosh
Marlene Mellenthin
Bernadette Miera
Dave Mitchell
Rudolfo Monge-Oviedo
Faith Montoya
Henry Montoya
Sonny Montoya
Claude Morelli
Steven  Morrow
Jeff Mortenson
Laurie Moye
Tracy Murphy
Kelly Murtagh
Larry Nelson
Bernadette Nevarez
Sara Newton-Juarez
Margaret Nieto
Darlene Norris
Laura D. Nunez
Annie Oandasan
Ruth O’Harra
Orlando Olivas

Information was also sent to people on the Planning Department Feedback Forum List, a SW APS Schools contact list, and a NM Business Registration list that 
includes most businesses in SW Albuquerque. About 50 people were interviewed (UNM students interviewed members of the general public and businesses, and ARC 
interviewed business owners.)  Many of them do not appear on this list.
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Jeff Oxendine
Eloy Padilla
Patricia Palmieri
Ellen and Bob Parrin
Roldan Pasion
Elisa Paster
Candelaria Patterson
Klarissa  Pena
Lia Petty
Adolphe Pierre-Louis
Sue Pine
Beatrice and Martin Purcella
Pat Quinn
Julie Radoslovich
Maria Ramirez
Bill Ratliff
Marcella Raul
Nes Razon
Andrea Rector
Mike Riordan
Mina and Bob Richardson
Sandra P. & Cliff E. Richardson
Richard Rivas
Ray Rivera
Deborah Roarle
Robert Robeda
Chris Rodriguez
Luis Rodriguez
Bessie Romero
Cecilia Romero
Elaine Romero
Robert Romero
Francisco Ronquillo
Eric Russell
Janice Saavedra
Alfred Sanchez
Senator  Bernadette M. Sanchez
Dr. Greg Sanchez
Janelle Sanchez
Ken Sanchez
Lydia A. Sanchez
Max Sanchez
Robert Sanchez
Christina Sandoval
Tom Savage
Diane Scena
Jerry & Mary Schroer
Matt Schmader
Jim Schwar

Gerald Segura
Dan Serrano
Kara Shair-Rosenfi eld
Greg Sheet
Christine  Shugars
Daniel P. Silva
Jean Simmons
Ted Skoczek
Carl Smith
Garrett Smith
Heather Smith
Steve Smothermon
SouthWest Organizing Project
Pam Snow
Al Soto
David Soule
Pat Soule
Mark Sprick
Ed Stang
Anni de Steiguer
Jim Strozier
Greg Sweet
Tony Sylvester
Louis Tafoya
Kelly Thomas
Ramona Torres-Ford
Sharon Torres
Judith Touloumis
Richard Trevino
Chris Trujillo
Margaret Trujillo
John Valdez
Dr. Joe Valles
David A. Vargas
Kurt Wagener
Kira Wege-Peters
Kirk Wesselink
Celeste Wheeler
Steve Wheeler
Carin M. White
Kizito Wijenje
Pastor Gerald Wood
Tom Woodworth
Erne Woodley
Joel Wooldridge
Elsie Wu
Victor Wyant
Abel Zamora

....with special thanks to the students of the Fall 2005 UNM CRP 521 Advanced Planning 
Studio and their professors, Ric Richardson and Steve Wheeler!




