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Southwest Albuquerque is only partially within 
City limits.  Most of Southwest Albuquerque 
west of 118th Street and east of the Amole 
del Norte Diversion Channel is outside City 
boundaries and is governed by and receives 
services from Bernalillo County.  Other 
portions of Southwest Albuquerque within the 
Tower/Unser area are a mixture of incorporated 
and unincorporated land.  This patchwork has 
resulted in inconsistent public service delivery 
and street development and maintenance.
Historically, the Atrisco Land Grant and 
its representative, Westland Development 
Corporation held much of the area west of 
Coors Boulevard.  Various parcels were sold 
over time.  Much of the land east of 118th 

Street has been built out.  Most of the land west of 118th Street was part of a late 2006 sale to a 
development company, SunCal.

Another major landowner is Curb, Inc.  Their holdings lie within the boundaries of the Rio 
Bravo Sector Development Plan and have been subdivided and continue to be sold for housing 
development and more recently, commercial and school development.

Future Development
Southwest Albuquerque population is expected to continue to grow over the next few decades.  The 
area might house approximately 66,000 residents by 2025 and 100,000 when fully built out.

A Bright Future 
Meetings, workshops, interviews, and focus groups were used to bring community members into 
the planning process to convey their issues, concerns, hopes, and dreams for the future of their 
community.  (See appendices B, C, and G for information about public participation.)

Planning participants envision a future Southwest 
Albuquerque that is an inclusive community 
integrated into the rest of Albuquerque and 
Bernalillo County, but with its own special 
identity.  With the implementation of this Action 
Plan, Southwest Albuquerque could start to 
become a more attractive, vibrant, inclusive, 
convenient, comfortable, safe, and friendly 
community.  It would welcome, engage and 
nurture residents, employees, and visitors 
of all incomes, ages, and abilities.  It would 
have beautiful interconnected neighborhoods 
that promote community interaction through 
convenient, pleasant and safe walking and 
bicycling destinations.  Neighborhoods would 
become integral parts of a complete community 
that provides all elements necessary for quality 
daily living. 

The future Southwest Albuquerque community 
should contain the following elements to make it 
complete:
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One possible arterial confi guration, with frontage streets next to 
thoroughfares

 An example of a subdivision with good sidewalk design

A Community Activity Center concept: courtesy of 4th Street and Montaño Boulevard Coalition Visioning 

Complete Neighborhoods
In each neighborhood - A variety of New Mexico style quality-built housing types  ·
(single-family detached, single-family attached, and multi-family) in a variety of price 
ranges 
Libraries and multigenerational centers to serve seniors, other adults, and children ·
Schools that serve as community centers in the evenings, weekends, and summers ·
Public art ·
Parks and other recreation facilities for families, group activities and sports ·
Concentrations of shops that meet local needs  ·
Streets and the properties adjacent to them designed fi rst for pedestrian safety, effi ciency,  ·
comfort, and interest

Community Networks and Destinations
Public open space and wildlife preserves ·
A network of safe, effi cient, attractive trails and wildlife corridors ·
Concentrations of shops that meet needs of the community ·
A variety of religious institutions ·
Medical services and public services ·
Convenient, reliable mass transit service that effectively connects Southwest Albuquerque  ·
with the rest of the City
Redesigned streets that are now walled and tunnel-like    ·
No new wall-lined streets ·
Regional attractions and tourist-quality destinations ·
Quality jobs   ·
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The following images illustrate some of the key elements needed to create a complete community.

Public Art

Neighborhood Park

Activity Center

Multi-family housing integrated 
into a neighborhood

Neighborhood-serving 
commercial area

Physical Elements of the Vision

Library

Trails




