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Introduction

This handbook identifies the characteristics of weeds that are common in the City of Albuquerque.
A weed is all rank, noxious, poisonous, harmful, and unhealthful vegetation that is deleterious to health.
Weeds usually cover four stages: seedling, vegetative, flowering and maturity.
The timing and treatment depends on the characteristics of the target species,
but is recommended as quickly as possible.
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PIGWEED

(Amaranthus Retroflexus)
June - October | Summer Annual

Pigweed is a summer annual and
reproduces from seed clusters at top ="
of stalk. Cut pigweed with weed eater
or shovel before it seeds.
After seeding, cut with shovel to
prevent spreading of seeds.




RUSSIAN
THISTLE

(Salsola Pestifer)
June - October | Summer Annual

Russian Thistle grows 1 to 3 feet tall and has a round shape. This
weed is also called the “Tumbleweed” and is famous for its

tumbling affect when the weed has dried. Russian Thistle ger-

minates in the end of summer. Each plant produces in excess

of 10,000 seeds. Cut before spine starts to dry and harden to
prevent spreading of seeds.




(Am
June-October | Summer Annual
Leaves have strong smell when crushed and
are lacy. Shallow rooted, stems are rough
and branching. Seed leaves have a purple

underside and purple splotches around the
edge of leaf.
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(Kochia Scoparia)
June - October /| Summer Annual
Kochia reproduces by seeds that emerge in early spring
and throughout the weed season. The bushy plant grows
1 to 7 ft tall and have taproots. The plant is dark green
when young and turns red as it matures. Small, green
flowers and seeds are produced in narrow heads, point-
ed and attached directly to the stems. In the fall, the
plants often break away from the roots and tumble over
the ground, scattering the seeds.
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TANSY
MUSTARD

(Descurainia Pinnata)

November - February | Winter Annual

One of the first weed to appear in the
growing season and produces seeds
from its stalk below the flowers. Cut
before it flowers with a weed-eater or
shovel or with a shovel after it flowers to
prevent spreading of seeds.




SPURGE

(Euphorbla Serpens)
March - August / Spring/Summer Annual

This weed is commonly known as Creeping Spurge. The

stems are short stocks and have leaves growing on oppo-
site ends of the stem. Tiny, white flowers are typically

grouped along the stem or at the stem tips. It germinates

in April and May and grows low across the ground. Cut

this plant at the crown just below the ground to prevent

spreading.
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SILVERLEAF
NIGHTSHADE

- (Solanum Elaeagnifolium)
June - October | Summer Annual

Silverleaf Nightshade reproduces
by seed or from anyplace along
the root system. Has a tap root
that extends deep into the
ground. Cut with shovel and
avoid bursting cherries. Cut as far
below ground as possible.




PUNCTURE
VINE

(Tribulus Terrestris)
May - October | Summer Annual

Puncture Vine is commonly known as the “Goathead”
weed because of its prickly seeds that are often

tfracked in the home under shoes or by pets. Puncture
Vine will start growing in May but will not produce
seeds until the flower has bloomed, which usually
takes around 2 -3 weeks. The plant can survive until
the first winter freeze.
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PURSLANE

GARDEN PURSLANE
HoRSE PURSLANE
WESTERN PURSLANE

June-October | Summer Annual
These weeds grow low across the ground. The leaves are oppo-
site of each other and are typically 4 of inch long. Leaves are
thick, succulent and fleshy. This weed produces tiny yellow flow-
ers that bloom with sunlight. The stems can grow 4 to 20 inches
long and are a purplish - red color. Cut this plant at the crown
below the ground.




(Lepidium Draba)
Spring & Summer - Perennial

Also known as “White Top,” is deeply rooted
and an invasive mustard perennial. Stems
may grow up to two feet in height. The
weed produces grayish-green leaves that
are shaped like an arrowhead. Hoary Cress
has numerous white flowers with a flat top
appearance which draws the nickname of
White Top. Two small, flat, reddish-brown
seeds are contained in each of the heart
shaped seed pods. The deep and creeping
rootstalks make this weed difficult to control
and the spread of root pieces allows the
start of new plants.




YELLOW
FOXTAIL




BREEN
FOXTAIL

X (Setaria Viridis)
i Summer Annual

S " Green Foxtail is a clump forming weed with
T Al a seed head that resembles a foxtail. Its

[ 7 leaves are sheaths and blades without hairs
%% and can reach 12 inches in length. The
*. flower is a seed head that is bristly and
' around six inches in length. The difference
b= between Green Foxtail and Yellow Foxtail is
“4W  that Green Foxtail does not have the silky
hair found on the leaves or base of the

weed.
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