




















B. The Albuquerque Fire Department badge shall be worn on left breast. Badge and
nameplate shall be worn at all times while wearing fatigue or dress uniform.

XIV. HAIR CUT AND GROOMING

A. All members are required to be well groomed and present a neat and clean
appearance at all times while on duty.

1. The Fire Chief retains the right to use discretion in deciding if a particular hair
style, facial hair or side burns are acceptable. This is a management right and will
not be grounds for a grievance

2. The Fire Department is a uniformed service; therefore, a neat and well-groomed
appearance by fire fighters is important to the department and contributes to
building the pride and spirit essential to an effective Fire Department, as well as, a
vital ingredient for good public relations.

3. It is the responsibility of all Officers to insure that members under their
command present a neat and orderly appearance.

4. It is the duty of each member to present a neat and orderly appearance at all
times.

B. While it is not possible to list all possible hairstyles, there are many hairstyles which
are acceptable to the department, so long as a member's hair is kept in a neat manner. There
are occasions when a supervisor thinks a hairstyle is ragged, unkempt or extreme in
appearance. In these cases, on notification from the supervisor, the member shall correct the
violation. If the member is in disagreement, he/she shall be allowed to appeal to the Fire
Chief, who will make a final determination. Additionally, there are times that a member may
wish to request an exception to the regulation in advance. All requests for exceptions will be
submitted by members in writing to the Fire Chief by the first of January each year. Approval
authorizes exception to the rule for one year. The disapproval of exceptions to the Haircut and
Grooming policy is a management right and will not be grounds for a grievance.

1. Hair will be kept clean and neatly groomed, the length and or bulk of the hair
will not be excessive or present a ragged, unkempt, or extreme appearance. Hair
will present a tapered appearance and when combed, it will not fall over the
eyebrows.

2. In all cases, the bulk or length of hair will not interfere with the normal wearing
of caps, helmets, and breathing apparatus/SCBA masks.

3. Male firefighters

a. Shall not allow hair to extend beyond the top of the shirt collar or below
the middle of the ear lobe.

b. Who desire to wear sideburns will keep them neatly trimmed and the
base will be clean shaven in a horizontal line. No portion of the sideburn
will extend downward beyond the bottom of the ear lobe. No portion of
the sideburn will extend forward.

c. Will be clean shaven, except that mustaches are permitted. If a mustache
is worn, it will not interfere with the seal of the SCBA face piece. No
portion will interfere with a proper seal of SCBA or respiratory
protection masks.




XV.

d. No facial hair (except mustaches) will be allowed that originates below
the lip, i.e., beards, “soul patches”, goatees, etc.

¢. The seal of the face piece must be clear of any facial hair. Hair in the
face piece seal has been proven to interfere with maintaining a good
seal, thus jeopardizing firefighter health and safety in IDLH
environments. This policy will insure compliance with the February
1990 Directorate of Compliance Programs. OSHA. US Department of
Labor. Federal Code of Regulations 1910.134.(e)(5)(i) and NFPA 1500
section 1.11.8 and A.1.11.8

4. Female firefighters

a. Will not allow hair to extend more than seven (7) inches below the
bottom of the collar. Items used to secure long hair (combs, barrettes,
elastic bands) shall be conservative in appearance.

b. Hair shall not be styled so that it hangs below the c¢yebrows.

c. Are allowed to wear ponytails; hair will not be worn in pigtails. French

braids would be acceptable if worn neatly.

JEWELRY

1. Rings are limited to one metal band only

2. One bracelet is allowed.

2. Male Firefighters:

a. No earrings are allowed.

3. Female Firefighters:

a. One earring per ear, stud or post, is allowed.

4. One medallion is permitted on a light-weight (thin) chain/string. This medallion
must be worn under the shirt at all times.

5. Members may wear one insignia or button on the pocket flap. These shall be
limited to things like Maltese crosses, U.S. and N.M. flag, etc. The size shall be no
larger than a quarter, or if a bar type design, shall not exceed the length of the name
plate. While it is not possible to list all acceptable insignias, good judgment and
discretion is expected. The Fire Chief retains the right to determine what is
acceptable.

Note: No other jewelry, including tongue/body piercings are allowed.





