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POLICE OVERSIGHT BOARD 

POLICY AND PROCEDURE REVIEW SUBCOMMITTEE 
Thursday, November 30, 2017 – 5:00 p.m. 

Plaza Del Sol Building, 600 2
nd

 Street NW 

Basement Hearing Room #160 
 

Members Present  Others Present 

Dr. William Kass, Chair  Edward Harness, Exec. Director 

Susanne Brown  Michelle Contreras 

Valerie St. John 

Eric Cruz, by phone 

 Diane McDermott 

Maria Patterson 

   

   

   

Minutes 
 

I. Welcome and Call to Order: Subcommittee Chair Kass called the meeting to 

order at 5:00 p.m.    

 

II. Approval of Agenda:  Copies of the agenda were distributed. Prior to 

movement to approve agenda, Subcommittee Member Brown made a motion 

to amend minutes for October 26, 2017. The motion was tabled. Subcommittee 

St. John made a motion to approve the agenda. Subcommittee Member Brown 

seconded the motion. The motion was carried by the following vote: 

For- 3: St. John, Brown, Kass, Cruz 

 

III. Approval of the Minutes:   

A. Minutes for October 26, 2017  

i. Members discussed the October 26, 2017 Policy subcommittee 

minutes.  

ii. A motion was made by Member St. John to amend the October 26, 

2017 Policy Subcommittee Minutes. Regarding Section B, Code 3 

policy, item IX, Member St. John wanted to clarify that in the 

October 26 meeting St. John suggested that members of the board 

should not discuss policy in a public forum until the rest of the 

board has had an opportunity to hear, review, and vote on such 

policies. Subcommittee Chair Kass did not agree. Subcommittee 

Member Brown seconded the motion to amend minutes. The 

motion was carried by the following vote: 

For: 3 – St. John, Brown, Kass.  
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iii. Member Cruz motioned to have a roll call vote for every vote in the 

rest of the meeting. Subcommittee Member St. John seconded. The 

motion was carried by the following vote: 

For: 3 – Cruz, St. John, Brown, Kass. 

 

IV. Public Comments – There were no public comments.  

V. Proposed ordinance changes: Status discussion and strategy for finding 

council sponsors 

A. Discuss policy recommendations of ordinance changes. See attachment 

“A.”  

i. Members discussed the seven recommended ordinance changes and 

how to discuss such changes with potential council sponsors.  

Member Kass distributed and read a summary of seven 

recommended ordinance changes. 

ii. Subcommittee Member Cruz raised his concern for adding a 

community outreach specialist analyst in the ordinance. Director 

Harness addressed his concerns. 

iii. Subcommittee Chair Kass suggested that the board strategize about 

how to discuss the list of proposed changes with council members. 

Chair Kass is to forward Verploegh’s script regarding ordinance 

changes to other members. 

iv. Kass suggested that the board take time in the meeting to 

brainstorm justifications for ordinance changes. 

a. Discussed item 3 in attachment “A.” Cruz suggested 

demonstrating that the CPOA is holding APD accountable. 

Director Harness explained the history of CPOA budget 

requests and how spending is tracked. Director Harness will 

write up justification for item 3.  

b. Members brainstormed justification for item 6. Chair Kass 

made the point that subpoena is needed in order to be in 

compliance with the SA (CASA). Ms. Diane McDermott 

provided a history of the CPOA’s previous power of 

subpoena. Director Harness clarified the difference between 

subpoena power and auditing subpoenas.  

c. Member St. John suggested that they discuss more of these 

points at a later date and get them in writing. Member 

Brown concluded that Director Harness will write up items 

3 and 6 and the board members will write justifications for 

the other items. 

d. Discussed item 1. Member Brown volunteered to write up 

this item as well as item 2.  
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e. Discussed item 4. Chair Kass volunteered to type up notes 

about item 4. 

f. Discussed item 5. Ms. Diane McDermott provided 

background and Director Harness volunteered to write about 

item 5.  

g. Discussed item 7. Director Harness explained why the 

ordinance is needed and volunteered to write about it. 

B. Strategy for finding council sponsors 

i. Discussed how to present information about proposed ordinance 

changes to council members. 

a. Subcommittee Chair Kass suggested that each council 

member should have a chance to ask questions about the 

proposed ordinance changes.  

b. Diane McDermott and Subcommittee Chair Kass provided 

history on board members meeting with council members. 

c. Subcommittee Member Brown confirmed that January will 

be her last month on the board.  

d. Subcommittee Member St. John suggested they poll the 

board to find out who should approach which council 

member. 

e. Subcommittee Member St. John suggested that they 

approach council members in groups of two.  

f. Member St. John said that she would like to talk to Isaac 

Benton.  

g. Director Harness volunteered to go talk to council members 

with board members. 

h. Subcommittee Chair Kass mentioned his connections to Pat 

Davis, Diane Gibson, Cynthia Borrego, and Brad Winter  

i. Member St. John mentioned her connection to Brad Winter. 

j. Director Harness suggested that this could further be 

discussed in a POB email. Chair Harness agreed to send out 

the email.  

k. Members St. John and Brown volunteered to talk to Ken 

Sanchez.  

l. Member St. John volunteered to talk to Council Member 

Trudy Jones. Subcommittee Chair Kass noted Joanne Fine 

has already volunteered to talk to her. 

m. Subcommittee Chair Kass volunteered to talk to Don Harris.  

n. Chair Kass confirmed to Member Brown that the ordinance 

change talking points should be emailed to Chair Kass, who 

will compile them. 

VI. Presentation and discussion of policy recommendations history 
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A. Subcommittee Chair Kass presented a history of policy 

recommendations. See second part of attachment “A.” 
i. Subcommittee Chair Kass discusses the history of policy 

recommendations.  

ii. Subcommittee Member Brown pointed out that the promotion is 

missing from this history and Dr. Kass replied that he would add it. 

iii. Subcommittee Chair Kass asked members to let him know if there 

was anything else he should add to the history.  

VII. Implementation of current police oversight ordinance requirements 
A. Members discussed the need to have contacts within APD 

i. Subcommittee Chair Kass explained that the board is in the process 

of making contacts within APD in order to help implement current 

police oversight requirements. 

ii. Member Brown brought up the history of data retrieval from APD. 

Subcommittee Chair Kass suggested that the board should use 

connections in APD to get information and that information 

retrieval should not be position-dependent or person-dependent.  

iii. Subcommittee Chair Kass noted that the board needs to define how 

those points of APD to CPOA contact will occur, perhaps in the 

SOPs.  

iv. Ms. Diane McDermott will share the marked-up ordinance with 

other members of the board following the meeting. 

 

VIII. Report from CPOA – Edward Harness 

A. 3-41 Policy. Director Harness reported that on that day in PPRB, he tabled 

3-41 so that the Policy and Procedure Review Subcommittee could draft 

proposals and present them to APD. He explained that now is the time for 

the board to codify desired changes to the ordinance. 

i. Director Harness informed the board that 3-41 is a CASA-related 

policy and is on a timeline. Director Harness suggested that the 

board should prioritize drafting and submitting recommendations to 

the police department. 

a. Members discussed the time frame for submitting 3-41 

proposals. Director Harness recommended that they vote on 

the proposals in January.  

b. Subcommittee Chair Kass agreed to get this information on 

3-41 to the board.  

B. Firearms and Ammunition Authorization Policy. Director Harness 

stated that the firearms and ammunition authorization policy at the PPRB 

meeting was approved.  

C. Meeting with City Legal. Director Harness noted his meeting with City 

Legal the following day regarding the procurement contract for the data 
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analyst position. He will meet with Major Tyler, Jeramy Schmehl, and 

Jennifer Bradley. 

D. Mediation Program. Director Harness explained that the motion has been 

drafted for mediation program and it has gone to the DOJ for review so that 

it can be filed. 

E. Follow-up. Member Brown asked if three cases would be discussed at the 

POB meeting and Director Harness answered in the affirmative. Director 

Harness will email a reminder about this to members. 

 

IX. Other business. None.  

 

X. Next Meeting: The next meeting will occur on December 21, 2017 at 5:00 

p.m. 

 

XI. Adjournment: Subcommittee Member St. John made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting. Subcommittee Member Brown seconded the motion.  The motion was 

carried by the following vote: 

For: 3 – Brown, Kass, St. John 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:31 p.m. 
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______________________________  ________________________ 

Approved by:       Date 

William Kass, Chair 

Policy Review Subcommittee  

 

CC:  Julian Moya, City Council Staff 

Natalie Y. Howard, City Clerk    

Isaac Benton, City Council President 

 

Minutes drafted and submitted by: 

Maria Patterson, Temporary Administrative Assistant 
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