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Meeting called to order by Chairman Alex Romero at 7:35 a.m.

I.  Chairman Romero asked for any changes/additions to Agenda
     No changes to the agenda.

II. Approval of June 21, 2011 Minutes
     Motion for approval by Commissioner Garcia

     Second by Commissioner Kaufman

     Motion carried unanimously

John Garcia reported that Commissioner Beverly Chavez was sick and could not attend.  Also, Commissioner Larry Raisonek was not able to attend.

III. Action Items from June 21 meeting
A. ABQThrive--John Garcia advised that after a slow start, Thrive will be kicking off at full start on November 2, with a conference on Procurement e at the Albuquerque Convention Center. Chris Chavez will report on Thrive at the next meeting of this Commission.  

B. Purchasing Ordinance/Council Action
Cheryl reported that the amended Purchasing Ordinance  with Councilor O’Malley’s floor substitute       was unanimously  passed by City Council at last night’s meeting, August 15.  .  

She advised that the major changes affecting small business are (1) redefining the size of - a small business from, 20 employees or less to 50 or less..  (2) maintaining the requirement that a business must have their headquarters located in Albuquerque to receive 5%  local preference on bids. 
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C.  Follow up/Outreach, Cheryl Rein-Borunda

Cheryl advised the City is still updating its website; however, the Small Buiness Regulatory Advisory Commission’s web page has meeting dates, agendas and minutes posted for all meetings.  

Cheryl advised the Commission needs to reac h out to trade organizations and different chambers and education them on the a website.  She is working with Alex on a letter to send to these organizations and ask that the Commissioners forward the letter when they receive it to organizations they belong to. 

Chairman Romero called for comments from the Commission about outreach.  Commissioner Throckmorton asked questions on the process after the small business sends a communication to the Commission.  Cheryl responded that the web site is set up to forward the communication to a dedicated email for the Commission.  Chairman Romero stated that he and Cheryl would work on finalizing the letter this week.

Commissioners were provided with a copy of the memo dated June 20, 2011 signed by  the City’s Chief Administrative Office, to the Directors of Planning, Environmental Health and the Fire Department asking the departments to ensure the ASBRAC has the opportunity to review pending or potential new legislation and rules, that could adversely affect small businesses.  The ordinance requires Council staff or department(s) to provide a copy of a pending or proposed legislation to the Commission.  

Cheryl also provided a draft of the Small Business Impact Statement to the Commission for their review.  

Chairman Romero called for a motion to move forward with the Impact Statement.  

Motion by Commissioner Kaufman

Second by Commissioner Throckmorton

IV. Presentation: Electronic Sign Task Force Member, James Martinez
Mr. Martinez updated the Commission on the new legislation regarding Electronic Signage.  He talked about how a Task Force was formed and its membership to study the issue prior to the legislation moving to City Council for vote.  He explained over a period of three months the Task Force held meetings to study and discuss  several issues concerning LED boards.  The Task Force sent their recommendations to the City Council. 

At the City Council’s August 15, 2011 meeting, a floor amendment was introduced which according to Mr. Martinez did not take into consideration the Task Force’s recommendations. Mr. Martinez asked that the Commission consider sending a recommendation to the Mayor’s veto on this legislation.

V. DISCUSSION ON ORDINANCE AND ACTION PLAN
         COMMISSION

After Commission discussion regarding the legislation, Donna Griffin, legal council to the Commission advised that the Ordinance creating the Commission included language stating that the actions of the Commission should not interfere with, modify, prevent or delay any legislative or rulemaking process or procedure.  

There was additional discussion about how the Commission could do its work if this restriction was placed on all recommendations.   The discussion revolved around the fact that floor substitutes can change legislation and the Commission would not have ample notice to react and also in many instances they would not meet prior to legislation being introduced to City Council

Chairman Romero stated ng forward the Commission needs a legal opinion on how the Commission can do their job when they are not made aware of legislation before it passes or it is in process.

After the discussion T Commission members expressed considerable concern that the Electric Sigage legislation as passed would hinder small business.  

There was a motion from the Commission to write a letter of concern stating how the legislation could adversely affecting small business to the Mayor.
Motion by Commissioner Kaufman

Second by Commissioner Throckmorton

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

VI. OVERVIEW OF BOARD AND COMMISSIONS TRAINING

Cheryl reported that she and Chairman Romero attended Boards/Commission training sponsored by the City.  She reminded all the Board members that we need to respond to requests for accommodation for handicapped individuals.  She reminded the Commission a copy of the Open Meetings Act is contained in their books.  She advised that the Commission needs to come up with a resolution verses By Laws.

There being no further discussion, Chairman Romero adjourned the meeting at 8:53 a.m.

